Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society

e

EXPERIENCE

SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve and
promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
No New Members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Join us for a FREE party to
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@ Columbia Park (by the Big 4 Bridge)

Tickets $10 Each
Available at the Shelby County Historical Society
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WHEREAS Richard H. Wallace
was born on February 26, 1947, in
Oakland California, and graduated
from Mansfield High School in
1965 and continued his education at
Capital University graduating in
1969 with a Bachelor of Science in
marketing; and

WHEREAS after serving in the
United States Navy from 1969 to
1972 as a deep-sea diving officer,
Richard H. Wallace received his
Juris Doctorate from Ohio Northern
University in 1975; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his out-
standing law career since 1978 as a
partner with Elsass, Wallace, Evans
& Co., Richard H. Wallace, has
been a member of the Ohio State
Bar Association, Ohio Academy of
Trial Lawyers, Ohio State Bar
Foundation, Association of Trial
Lawyers of America, Shelby Coun-
ty Bar Association and Commission
on the Ohio Judicial Center; and

WHEREAS, Richard H. Wallace
throughout his career has devoted
thousands of hours of service to civ-
ic organizations including Sidney
First Methodist Church, Big Broth-

ers—Big Sisters of Shelby County,

Rich Wallace Honored by City of Sidney

American Red Cross, Sidney-
Shelby County Chamber of Com-
merce, Shelby County United Way,
Samaritan Works, and The Shelby
County Historical Society, and nu-
merous others; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of his
devotion to both his law career and
civic work, Richard H. Wallace has
received the Chamber of Commerce
Zenith award, and awards from; the
Ohio Newspaper Association; the
Ohio Association of Historical Soci-
eties and Museums, the Shelby
County Bar Association, and named
Veteran of the year by the Shelby
County Veterans Association; and

WHEREAS, Richard H. Wallace,
as a direct result of his passion,
knowledge and unwavering com-
mitment to The Shelby County His-
torical Society since 1993, led the
effort to establish the Wallace Fami-
ly Learning and Innovation Center,
serving all ages for decades to
come, educating our community on
the importance of history, innova-
tion, service, and of the many indi-
viduals who led economic growth,
making Shelby County the uniquely
successful community it is today;
and

WHEREAS, despite his S8
reluctance to receive [
public acknowledge-
ment for his efforts, it is
entirely appropriate for
a grateful community to
express its heart-fel
appreciation  for

A
his |
commitment to serving
others; and

Rich and Susan
Wallace

NOW, THEREFORE,
I, Martha B. Milligan, Mayor of the City of
Sidney, in recognition of Richard H. Wal-
lace’s years of devotion to his faith, love of
family, service to his country, dedication to
his community, integrity, the high regard in
which he is held by his peers, and all that he
has accomplished do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 19, 2023, as

RICHARD H.
WALLACE DAY

in the City of Sidney and on behalf of a
grateful community express and urge all of
our citizens to take an active part in commu-
nity service opportunities, and to extend their
appreciation and gratitude to Richard H.
Wallace for his efforts to make Sidney a bet-
ter place to live, learn, work, worship and
raise families.
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” « h y u

hidden clues September:

New Knoxville 27th—blizzard
Sidney 9th—snipes

The clues were found by:
Douglas Benson, Mark Deam, John and
Edna Mae Laws, Vanis and Glen Phillips,
Julie Gilardi, and Judy Harp

3 The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter
electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

Volunteer gift certificate winners for

Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you! In August, 872
people participated in SCHS programs.

VOLUNTEERS
August Volunteer Info:
28 Volunteers
117 Hours

August:

Jeanne Schlagetter
Deb Kaufman

Congratulations!




By Cynthia Preston

Curiosity strikes at the most random
moments. Upon a recent acquisition of WWII
items pertaining to Waldo 1. Pence, there were
many historically significant pieces. Medals,
ribbons, and patches during his time in the
army, as well as a few souvenir items from his
overseas travels and a photo album
documenting his journeys. The one item that I
did not expect to catch my attention was a
single ammunition cartridge.

What makes this special enough for a
whole article? Well, everything has a story-
even the most unsuspecting items. Now, part
of the story I'm fuzzy on is how it got back
home with Waldo. That may be an article for
another day. The part that puzzled me on this
item and led me down a rabbit hole searching
for information was the headstamp of this
cartridge. Interestingly enough, a headstamp is
just that a stamp on the base of a cartridge by
the person(s) who made it. It tells us who
manufactured it and, if it was military, also the
year.

But, what does this cartridge tell us?
This headstamp says “WCC 4.” Some might
think that this is simply explained, you have
initials for the company and a number. The
number on this is what drew my interest. It
obviously has to be a year, right but what year
and why is there only one number?

Well, the number 4 represents the
1940’s. This particular cartridge was used
during 1944-1945 while Waldo was in service
with the U.S. Army. The information I’ve
gathered is that towards the end of 1943, if a
new stamping die was installed, to save on
costs, they would grind off the 3 to reuse it in

following years. This makes sense due to
rationing and production costs the U.S. went
through just to keep troops well and the war
going in our favor.

So, who was WCC? WCC stands for
Western Cartridge Company, founded in 1898.
It was part of the Olin Corporation that was
formed in 1944 and still is a subsidiary. WCC
acquired the Winchester Repeating Arms
Company shortly after Winchester went into
receivership of it in 1931. WCC was important
to WWII as it produced 3 billion rounds of
ammunition. With the help of the Winchester
Subsidiary, it developed the M1 Carbine and
M1 Rifle. This corporation ranked 35" in the
U.S. among others in relation to wartime
production contracts.

Waldo 1. Pence was in the United
States Army during WWII and by then end of
his service, he was a Tech 4. He was given
many medals and ribbons for his great service
to our country during that time. But it is still
rather mysterious why this single cartridge
would be important enough to be kept seventy
-nine years later. This small piece of history
that he brought back with him has allowed me
to broaden my knowledge on a subject I did
not know much about. He may not be with us
but the history will live on through us. Stay
curious my friends.



Historical Societies Stand
United for Future Generations

In order to continue their educational programs and preserve artifacts, our five
local historical societies in Shelby County have banded together and proposed a
renewal of the 2019 levy, which was unanimously approved by the county
commissioners and will be on the November 7, 2023, ballot.

Similar to how counties such as Clark and Logan raise money for their societies,
this levy will ensure the continued educational programs in our schools, improve
storage conditions for artifacts, and allow the continuation of community programs
and events. The levy will cost a homeowner of a property valued at $100,000 just
two cents a day.

FAQs How will the funds be spent?
How will our community benefit from passing this All levy funds by law (R.C. 5705.19) must
levy? go to the “maintenance and operation of a free
Operational costs will help us continue to produce public museum of art, science, or history.”
community-wide events such as: Immediate critical uses include providing heat
Civil War Living History Weekend and light during the winter, winterizing the
Fort Loramie Christmas Dinner museums and beginning to preserve artifacts
Tawawa Park Annual Cruise-In from further deterioration.
The Traveling Vietnam Wall Four of the five museums have no paid staff
Botkins Historical Society Christmas Open and no operating money for artifact acquisition
House or museum programming. For example, the
As well as Educational Programming proper preservation of a Civil War battle flag
Civil War Education Day (like the one in Jackson Center) can be very
Manufacturing Day expensive. Each museum has many artifacts of
Pioneer Day greater and lesser value that also need to be
Wilson/Lenox House Third Grade Experience preserved. The funds raised will be divided
among the societies by a formula established
What is the size of the levy and how much will it cost by the commissioners.
me? The passage of the 2019 levy was life
The levy is .25 of a mill over five years. The altering for each of the historical societies
owner of a home valued at $100,000 will pay receiving funds. They were able to fix
$8.17 Per Year, or about $0.02 a day. deteriorating buildings, repair HVAC systems,
organize and catalog collections, create
Why do the museums need a levy renewal? displays, partner with local schools for
Renewing this levy will allow museums across educational programs, and provide
Shelby County to continue maintaining their opportunities for community members to
facilities. The levy will also help provide for research family genealogy.
future collections preservation and display, as A renewal will allow them to keep their
well as cover the cost for having subscriptions financial focus on collecting historical
to genealogical material. Operational costs will knowledge and wisdom to share with current
also allow them to continue to provide and future children across the county.

educational programs.




Who will benefit from the levy funds?
Historical museums in Anna, Botkins, Jackson
Center, Fort Loramie, and Sidney will share in
the funds. Hundreds of school children will
continue to receive local history programming
on the Civil War, Early Pioneers, Immigration,
and other topics. All citizens of the county will
benefit from the preservation programs that
help identify and preserve important artifacts.

Don’t historical societies receive funds from the

county commissioners?
No. The commissioners stopped funding for
local non-profits, including historical groups in
2009 due to budget constraints.

How will the funds be distributed?
The local historical societies have incorporated
as one group, the County-Wide Historical
Alliance, Inc. Each group has committed to a
revenue sharing agreement. Levy proceeds go
into the county general fund and are then
distributed by the Shelby County Auditor to the
County-Wide Historical Alliance, Inc. That
group has a separate board of trustees.

What will happen if a new museum is opened or an
existing one is closed in the county?
The museums in Anna, Botkins, Fort
Loramie, Jackson Center, and Sidney have all
agreed to share funds generated with any newly
-created museum in the county. If one of the
societies disbands, its funds will be re-
distributed among the other museums.
For example: The new Wallace Family
Learning and Innovation Center was established
via private fundraising; however, since it falls
underneath the umbrella of the Shelby County
Historical Society, there is no difference in the
levy distribution.

Do any other counties in our area use this method to
fund local historical societies?
Yes, Clark and Logan Counties both have a
similar levy in place.

Have any of these historical museums been
recognized at the state level?
Yes, the Shelby County Historical Society has
received 28 awards over the past 27 years from
the Ohio Local History Alliance for its
community outreach programming.

Fort Loramie
Wilderness Trail Museum

S
Jackson Center

Sidney-The Ross Historical C

ey
enter
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Old Masonic Temple




2024 Barns of Shelby County
Calendar and Note Cards on sale now!

2021
BARNS of SHELBY COUNTY, OHIO

f Rol
1

istorical

Robert Kroeger has honored us
again with new set of barn paintings!
We have once again created a calendar
and set of 14 note cards.

The proceeds will benefit the
County Wide Historical Alliance which
includes Anna Historic District, Botkins
Note Cards and 2024 Calendar Historical Society, Fort Loramie

$]_O Each Historical Association, the Jackson

. Center Historical Society, and the
All proceeds benefit the Shelby County Historical Society.

County Wide Historical Alliance

Both are available now at the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave., Sidney.
If you are unable to stop by the museum we can ship to you for an additional $5.
Send your check to: Shelby County Historical Society
P.O. Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

Shelby County, Ohio

History Museums




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
OCTOBER 1943-80 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2rd)-Purchase of the Cozier building, well
known Sidney land mark at 220 South Ohio avenue, was
announced today by William Ross, president of the Ross
Pattern and Foundry Engineering company and the Ross
Products company, with the building to be completely
remodeled. Present plans for the building are not fully
decided, Ross stated, but he expects to make extensive
changes and use some space for warehousing with the
remainder of the floor space to be used in some type of
production. The building is occupied at present by Dorsey
Nevergall Motor Sales, Dodge and Plymouth dealers and
repairs, and O. B. Taylor as a display room for funeral
merchandise.

SIDNEY (11t%)-Relatives and friends of the following
members of the armed forces who are also members of the
Eagles lodge are asked to send complete addresses to the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Ohio building, Sidney, before
Wednesday, October 12, 1943, so the lodge may send them
Christmas boxes. The addresses requested are: Utrban
Poeppelman; Clyde May; Harold Beam; Forest Eicher;
Wayne Rickey; Harold Scherer; Cecil Pence; Clarence
Spain; Raymond Geise; John Denise; Elson Lunsford;
Clarence Segiel; Carl Ely; Rodney Oldham; LeRoy Yohey;
George Perry; Elmo Iiams; George Garrett.

DISCHARGED: Sgt. Ed Cowhick, who has been
stationed in Los Angeles, Calif., son of Mrs. Ada Keplinger,
530 South Franklin avenue, has an honorable medical
discharge from the army...Cpl. Kenneth E. Edwards,
Atlanta ordnance depot, Atlanta, Ga., son of Mrs. Claude
Looker, 212 South Brooklyn avenue has an honorable
discharge from the army and has arrived home.

SIDNEY (24%)-The initial meeting for the Noon-Tide
club for this fall was enjoyed Wednesday in the home of
Mrs. Benj. McCullough on South Franklin avenue where
the members were welcomed for a dessert-bridge at 1PM.
The tempting menu was served in buffet style from an
attractively laid table.

SIDNEY (30%)-Shirley Clinehens entertained with one of
the delightful junior parties of the Hallowe’en season in the
home of her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Dovel,
North Main avenue, inviting her guests to come masked
and planned merry pleasures from 7-9 PM. Fortune telling
and escape room were cleverly arranged features for the
pleasure of the guests, who were: Gretchen Reiss, Pamela
Davis, Lois Whited, Elsra Foster, Jean Simons, Richard
Hatcher, Roger Achenbach, Joe Cathcart, Hugo Riefstahl,
Jerry Whited, Ann Carey, Janet Small, Caroline Spangler,
Lois Hague, Marjorie Spangler, A Hallowe’en menu was
served.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
OCT-1913-110 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

JACKSON CTR. (3+9)-A quiet wedding took place at the
M. E. parsonage in Jackson Center Wednesday morning,
Sept. 24, at 10AM, the Rev. O. E. Smith officiating. The
contracting parties were Mr. Boston Young Baker son of
Wm. Baer, a prominent Jackson township farmer living
south of Montra and Miss Helen Dorothy Ailes only
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. John Ailes of Montra. The happy
couple is well known and quite popular among the young
people of Jackson township.

JACKSON CENTER (9%)-As a sequel to the strike
among hands on the Hunter farm, Lewis Schaffer one of
the hands who resides on the farm was arranged before
Justice of the Peace Garling, at Bloom Center, Monday,
charged with carrying away chickens that it was claimed,
propetly belonged to Mr. Hunter.

RUSSIA-There is a strange disease prevailing among the
hogs in the vicinity of Russia. Hogs became sick, have no
appetite and linger along for a month or more before they
die. Vet’s physicians do not seem to understand the
disease or give it a name.

SHELBY CT. COURT NEWS (10%)-Marriage license
were issued to the following: Rosco Y. Rees, Houston, and
Cheley E. Newman, Houston. Harry N. Staley, Sidney,
and Hazel C. Valentine, Sidney. Edward W. Bonnoront,
Botkins, and Martha M. Elsass, Botkins. REAL ESTATE
TRANSFERS:  W. A. Hemmert, admr. To Margaretta
Monger, pt. end %2 lot 82 in Botkins, $421.64. Stanley
Bryan to The Venus Chocolate Co., N. "2 inlot 254 in
Sidney, $1.

ANNA (17%)-C. J. Hemmert and wife of Botkins spent
Tuesday evening with Mrs. Hemmert’s parents, Chris
Hagelberger and wife...Wm. Harmon has moved his
family to Sidney...Fill My Cup is now open for business...
Misses Nora Hagelberger and Ruth Ailes spent Sunday
afternoon with friends at Botkins.

SIDNEY (24%)-The Cherry Cheer Company of Sidney,
Monday received a telegram from their attorneys in St.
Louis, Missouri, stating that they had won a suit that the
Cherry Cheer Company had brought against the Florida
Fruit Oil Extract Company in United States Court in St.
Louis for infringement on the rights of the Cherry Cheer
Company. This suit was brought by the Cherry Cheer
Company over two years ago.

SIDNEY (31st)-Prominent and public spirited Sidney lady
who recently gave the land East of the new high school
building for a play ground and also $500 towards
improving the land for that purpose is pictured above-Mrs.
Julia Lamb.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

; Moving?
R Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
ol v forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey and Cynthia Preston

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
John and Kathy Amos Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve and Peg Baker Michael and Jane Jones
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund Paul and Linda Keller

John Coffield Lacal Equipment, Inc
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc. Dean and Linda Long

David and Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. John and Marilyn Minton
Farmers and Merchants State Bank Dave and Sandy Monnin
William and Karen Feth Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ferguson Construction Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Flinn Veterinary Clinic Glen and Vanis Phillips
Freshway Foods Matilda Phlipot

Barbara Blake Geuy Bill Ragon

Mindy Geuy Ron & Nita’s

Matt and Julie Gilardi Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




