
 

  On October 5, 2023, the 
Shelby County Historical 
Society was thrilled to 
accept an Outstanding 
Achievement Award 
from the Ohio Local 
History Alliance for the 
creation of the Wallace 
Family Learning and 
Innovation Center! Once 
again we would like to 
thank everyone on our 
staff, Board of Trustees, 
volunteers, and design 
team for all the hard 
work that went into 
making the Learning 
Center a success!  

Pictured L to R: Faye Spangler,  
Tilda Phlipot, Rich Wallace, Jane Bailey, 

Joey Difranco, Julie Gilardi,  
Philippe DeNeree, Theresa Hirt,  

and Monica Ratliff. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web:  

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: òTo actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

 and promote local history.ó 

Vision:  òTo become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the pastó 
 

Welcome New Members:  

Carol Voorhees-Elliott, Sidney, OH 

Tony Coffield, Sidney, OH 

 
 

SCHS Memberships  

Yearly  

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  
Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 
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SCHS Earns 28th  

State History Award! 

 The Shelby County Historical Society is once again 
participating in Match Day through the Community Foundation 
of Shelby County.   This year, the funds raised will be used to 
focus on much needed repairs of the Ross Historical Center.  As 
we all know, upkeep on any home can be daunting, even more so 
when the home was built in 1902!  Our goal is to keep the Ross 
Center as in top-notch shape as the day it was first built.  This 
facility is our home, where we plan our award winning programs, 
exhibits, and events.   
 Please notice as you read inside this issue of Historical 
Highlights how many community events were organized just this 
fall by your Shelby County Historical Society.  Without your 
continued support, these could not be so successful. 
 Thank you. 
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Volunteers  

September Volunteer Info: 
31 Volunteers 
171 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 
September: 

 

Lizi Nebieridze 
Dave Slagle 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In 

September,  582 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrowsô ñOut of the Pastò   
hidden clues for October: 

 

Anna 17thðFill My Cup open for business 
Sidney 30thðEscape Room 
The clues were found by: 

 

Julie Gilardi 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
ñOut of the Pastò section.  

 
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

October 14, 2023 
Jeanne Schlagetter is helping 
with Colored Sand Art on the 
Court Square during Boos and 
Brews on Saturday, October 14.  
The day was filled with fun 
activities for children. 

Here are a few 
visitors we had 
during the 

Trick or Treat 
portion of Boos 
and Brews.   
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 Big Four Bridge  
 On October 5th we celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the Big Four Bridge at Columbia Park, just north of 
the bridge.  Over 300 box dinners from The Bridge Restaurant were served with free cake and ice cream.  
 The Traveling Museum was present with new panels telling the story of the Big Four Bridge.  The Museum 
also housed Scott Trostel who was selling signed copies of one of his latest books The Great Miami River Valley 
Railroad Realignment Project on the C.H. & D. and Big Four Railroads in Shelby and Logan Counties.  Free 
commemorative coins were passed out (there are still a few coins available).  Gallery 2:TEN had a booth with 
original artwork, prints and notecards from local artists for sale. 
 A history program highlighted the events featuring the Lehman Limelighters, the Senior Center Singers and 
Historian Rich Wallace.  The celebration concluded with a spectacular fireworks display despite the rain! 

Despite the rain, the turnout was better than we had hoped!   Under the red and white tent was The Bridge Restaurant who served boxed 
chicken dinners. Free cake and ice cream were served by Society volunteers.  Photos by: John Hemp 

      Left to right: Troop 95 lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance; the Lehman 
Limelighters sang the National 
Anthem; Mayor Mardie Milligan 
presented Rich Wallace with a stone 
plaque commemorating the event; 
SCHS Trustee John Bertsch was emcee for the evening;   the Senior 
Center Choir sang ñBeautiful Sidney: A portrait in Song.ò 

This event was brought to you by The Shelby County Historical 
Society, the City of Sidney, The Bridge Restaurant, Western Ohio Cut 
Stone, Ferguson Construction, and CSX.  
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Pioneer Day 2023  

Photos by 
  Cheryl Michael 

More than 700 4th graders from the county and city schools gathered in early October to experience  
many different facts of Pioneer Living.  Thanks to 170 volunteers, this instructive day 

was another success for SCHSôs Educational Programming. 

Park Ranger Justin Aselage is 
teaching Wetlands. 

Steve Knouff teaches  
Native American Games. 

UVCC Student Volunteer 
help with Tin Smithing. 

Shelby County Soil and Water Conservation 
Districtôs Education and Outreach Coordinator 

Amanda Hurley teaches Wetlands. 

A display of beads used by the Native 
Americans was available. Then students get 
to make a beaded bracelet to take home. Students learn how 

to sew by hand. 

Melissa Bowers is a teacher in a  
One-room school house. 

 The Shelby County Historical Society would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the following organizations for their continued support of 
Pioneer Day.     


