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EXPERIENCE

SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve and
promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
Carol Braun, Anna, OH
Amy Ayers, Russia, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

2023 Event Schedule

Cruise Downtown Sidney 3rd Saturday of the month Spm to 7 pm

April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16, and October 21
Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of cruising. Getting behind
the wheel, driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals
of our Cruise Sidney. See you in downtown Sidney!

April 13, 2023 - Time TBA @ the Ross Center

Robert Kroeger-Author and Painter
Robert returns to Sidney to promote our new 2024 Shelby County Barn
Calendar sponsored by the County Wide Historical Alliance. Robert
photographed each local barn, then painted each one. Each painting will
be featured in the calendar. The paintings will be auctioned off in July.

May 18, 2023 - 7:00 pm @ the Ross Center

Program: “Innovation Shelby County Style” by Rich Wallace
Rich Wallace will offer a glimpse of the many interesting innovations
that are a part of Shelby County’s rich history.

June 15, 2023 - 8:00 pm

24" Annual Graceland Cemetery Tour
All are welcome to experience this free event and learn about historical
figures from Shelby County’s past!

June 24, 2023 - Noon to 4:00 pm @Tawawa Park, 12 Tawawa Dr., Sidney
Tawawa Park’s 75" Anniversary Cruise-In
Registration opens at 10 am. Join us for a fun day of free Model-T rides,
explore cars from all eras, enjoy food and children’s activities. Free
event!

July 13,2023 - 11:30 am to 1:00 pm @ the Ross Center

7th Annual Afternoon Tea
Ticket Required - $20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members
Please join us for an afternoon tea with a special historical guest!

August 17,2023 - 11:30 am to 1:00 pm @ the Ross Center
Men’s Luncheon
Ticket Required - $20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members
Please join us for an afternoon of good food with a special guest speaker!

September 21, 2023 - 7:00 pm @ the Ross Center
Program: “Happy 100th Birthday Big Four Bridge” by Rich Wallace
Rich Wallace will explore the history of the Big Four Bridge.

October 11 & 12, 2023

16™ Annual Down Town Ghost Tour

Tickets Required - $10 Members - $12 Non-Members - Students K-12 $8.00
Don’t be surprised as we walk the streets of downtown Sidney if we are

joined by past residents waiting to share their stories.

December 2, 2023 - 11:00 am to 4:00 pm @ the Ross Center

Christmas of Yesteryear
Join us for our 24™ Christmas of Yesteryear! Take Santa photos,
decorate a gingerbread house, make an ornament, and enjoy popcorn and
chestnuts roasted on an open fire! This is a free event!

December 16, 2023 - 12:00 pm (@ Graceland Cemetery
Wreaths Across America




Kroger Community Rewards Program

Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County Historical Society is
excited to announce that we are still participating in the Kroger Community Rewards
Program!

Here is what you need to do:

Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society. Our organization number is
91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”

What this does:

Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your
eligible purchases will be donated to the Society! It’s that easy!

Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the
Community Rewards Program.

Don’t forget to tell your family
and friends how easy it is
to support the
Shelby County Historical Society!

Shopper’s Card

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” om'
hidden clues for January: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 18th—498-1653 December Volunteer Info:
Pemberton 17th—MTA 78 Volunteers
Who found the clues: 470 Hours
Doug Benson, Glen Phillips, Volunteer gift certificate winners for
December:

Pat Francis, and

Paul and Janice Workman Carol Meyer

Elaine Fitchpatrick
Congratulations!
Thank you to all our volunteers!

> The clue will be found ONLY in the We depend on you! In December, 2778 people
“Out of the Past” section. participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



W Celebrsting 30 Yesrs! (%

This year marks the 30" year of operation
for the Shelby County Historical Society since its
revitalization in January of 1993. Although a group
of like-minded individuals such as W. R. Minton,
John Whitney, Mrs. E. H. Emmons, and Mrs.
Marion Russell had first organized the Society in
1946, interest in the organization dwindled after
the Ohio Sesquicentennial in 1953. However in
January of 1965, several community members
rekindled interest in reactivating the Shelby County
Historical ~ Society.  They made  several
accomplishments, such as reprinting Sutton’s

History of Shelby County, originally published in
1883, as well as celebrating the Sesquicentennial
for the founding of Shelby County and Sidney held
old City

in  1969-1970. Additionally, the

with historical artifacts and literature on the
following topics were also distributed to local
schools for use: Immigration, Civil War, Native
Americans, and Pioneer Life. Teachers and state
officials alike were enthusiastic about the Shelby
County Historical Society’s unique, hands-on
approach to learning about history, and in 1999, it
received an “Excellence in Programming” award
from the Ohio Historical Society (now Ohio Local
History Alliance) for its “Just For Kids” programs.

As the Society grew in membership as well
as in artifact and archive donations, the Board
decided that the old Waterworks building on
Brooklyn Ave. was not large enough to continue
housing the organization. A new campaign was
launched, this time to “give your history a home”

Waterworks building was

and find a new permanent

purchased and restored to become
a home for the Society.
Unfortunately, the Society
declined yet again due to no active
members.

The Ross family members
were always big supporters of [
Shelby County’s history, and
in 1993, Dr. Bill Ross III and [S
local attorney Rich Wallace [}
agreed it was time to revive
the dormant historical
organization. Together, they
made plans to have Civil War
historian ~ Mike  Klinger
present a program on January
12, 1993. After a fairly large &
community reception, plans were put in place to
“re-launch the Society.” Throughout the following
year, programs were held on a plethora of local
topics such as the Miami and Erie Canal, WWII,
and local industry. A Board of Trustees was
established and a promise made to focus on
educating the youth of the community about
Shelby County’s rich history.

September of 1997 heralded the beginning
of the Society’s “History Just for Kids” programs
to teach students about local history. Volunteers
worked to create eight teacher’s guides available
for classroom use, one of the first historical society
programs of its kind in the state. Suitcases filled

’Shalhy Cnunif
Histozical Sociely
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location. ~ Multiple  historical
buildings were toured, such as the
Shelby County Jail and Children’s
Home, but none were as appealing
| as the building on the corner of
« }| North St. and Main Ave. In April
of 1998, the Society entered into a
purchase agreement for the
home once owned by
William Haslup and began a
fundraising drive to complete
the purchase and renovation
| the building from a funeral
home to a museum.

] On January 19, 2000,
a ribbon-cutting ceremony
was held to commemorate the
opening of the Ross Historical Center. Over the
next two decades, the Shelby County Historical
Society has grown as an institution and is well-
known all across the state for its award -winning
programs. In 2022, it received its 25™ award for the
Field of Crosses and Traveling Vietnam Wall.
These programs still maintain the goal of
promoting education for children as the focus.
With that goal in mind, the Society dreamed of
creating a modern center where it could further
promote the innovative spirit of Shelby County and
inspire future generations. In 2016, the former
Lochard building at 115 E. North St. was
purchased and plans were put into motion.




Interior walls

Over the next six years, different plans of action
were constructed

and designs were discussed on how to create a place
where people of all ages and from all walks of life
could learn about the leadership and innovation that
inspired generations of prosperity throughout Shelby
County. After the building’s complete remodel by
Ferguson Construction Company in 2021, the Shelby
County Historical Society worked with the local design Construction
company Eleven Fifty Seven and 1913 Media Group began on the
from Dayton to collaborate on what this new center first gallery
was going to look like. Over the past year, board
members Julie Gilardi, Faye Spangler, and Rich
Wallace along with Society staff Tilda Phlipot and Jane
Bailey met with Theresa Hirt (11/57) and Joey
DiFranco (1913) to brainstorm the potential exhibit
space.

After months of creating a gameplan, blueprints
were drawn up and a state-of-the-art learning center
was under construction. A fundraising campaign was
launched, and the building was named The Wallace
Family Learning and Innovation Center after its lead :

. S th written before the
donor and supporter. Now, during the Society’s 30 walls graphic
anniversary celebration, we are proud to say our dream installations.
is finally complete. The Learning Center is our lasting —
legacy for every man, woman and child in the ;
surrounding communities to enjoy and visit for the
years to come. With its hands-on activities and
leadership-driven aspects, we hope that it will inspire a |
future generation of innovators! Plans are in motion to
create curriculum for the Learning Center with the
input of area educators and to open it to the public in
the early spring!
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graphics were
installed.

Window tinting
was added to
eliminate daylight.

Bible verses were

The building’s
exterior got a fresh
coat of new paint.
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:..’ ; The old Lochard
gia l building at 115 a
E. North St.

A

before remodel. Informational

panels were
installed next.

—

During and .

after the P&

complete ﬂ Interactive
remodel by [ ® elements were put
Ferguson. in each gallery.

Finishing touches
such as a Corian Big
Four Bridge were
added to each gallery.



Everyone loves a good party!

We want to thank everyone that came to visit the Learning and
Innovation Center last month. We hope you enjoyed it! The Learning
Center will be open full time in the spring. There is still a little more
tweaking to be done.

Quinn McMahon
navigates a canal
boat.

| ALINNIONI TVIILSNANI

Jane Jones Fl)
and Doug
Benson
admire the
train’s
technology. |

The Cargill
portion of
dthe industry
Gallery

| o received a
&g great deal
of attention.

Transportatl -
i on Gallery. =
Dave
Mielke and
Faye
Spangler
watch as
Shelby
County gets
electricity. BT

Dave [Fss
Mielke in

hunt clues.




Tolunteer Opportunities!

t @ With the opening of the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation center, we are in
S fgs need of docents.
THE WALLACE FAMILY What is a docent? A docent is someone who is a guide in the museum. Each

LEARNING docent would be there to help patrons navigate the museum and answer basic questions.
INNOVATION If you have any interest or if you have a few more questions, please give us a call at
CENTER 937-498-1653 or send us an email to info@shelbycountyhistory.org.

wQWeﬁ

Scanning negatives. We are in need of someone that has basic computer \ “ \
skills and who is willing to scan negatives. It is a simple job, but there are & 3 1)

thousands of negatives that need scanned! You can set your own schedule
between these days and hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.

If you have any interest or if you have a few more questions, please give :
us a call at 937-498-1653 or send us an email to info@shelbycountyhistory.org.

MQWM

School events. There are several school events for which we need a few
more hands to help. We need help prepping for each event such as assembling
fishing poles, cutting wood, drilling holes, threading needles, cutting fabric,
etc. Also we need presenters on the day of each event. If you enjoy working
with kids or simply helping out, there is the job for you!

¢ Manufacturing Day
+ Pioneer Day
¢ Fishing Day
§ If you have any interest or if you have a few more questions, please give
L | us a call at 937-498-1653 or send us an email to info@shelbycountyhistory.org.

wWeﬁ

The Ross Center. There are times when we have an odd job or two
where extra hands are needed like dusting, moping, building gingerbread
houses and prepping sand art to name a few. :

If you have any interest or if you have a few more questions please, give =
us a call at 937-498-1653 or send us an email to info@shelbycountyhistory.org.»f’f@} @
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
FEBRUARY-1950-73 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (3td)-The fourth annual world affairs institute
sponsored by Rotary clubs in Cincinnati will be attended by
the two High School seniors of Sidney pictured above.
Alexander is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Alexander,
519 Culvert street, and Watkins is the son of Mr. & Mrs.
Cecil Watkins, 333 Park street. The local students will be
sent by Sidney Rotary club which combines with Rotary
clubs in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky.

PROBATE COURT-Inventory and appraisement heard
and approved in the estate of Luella E. Burton...Accounts
heard and approved in the guardianship of Albert H.
Barhorst, and in the trusts of estates of Cynthia A. Bailey
and Lydia A. Fogt... The will of the late Louisa M. Fogt
was admitted; Velma Monroe named executrix; appraisers
Louis Finkenbine, Gus Korn and Clarence Harp...The will
of the late Dan Druff was admitted... Winifred M. Drake
and Paul L. Albers appointed administrators of the estate
of Mabel M. Albers, appraisers, Arthur Billing, Edward F.
Salm and Frank Smith. HBD

SIDNEY (11%h)-There was a bonny tune in the hearts of
Holy Angels Wings today, its sparkling allegro reflecting
the high spirits of the local cagers following the latters’ 37-
33 conquest of Piqua Catholic’s Crusaders in Piqua’s field
house on Friday evening. It not only gave a satisfying
accent to the fortunes of the Wings, being duly recorded as
their 10t triumph in 19 games, but enabled the local to gain
a clear-cut claim to the McElroy Traveling trophy. The
traveling Booty, which was set up by Walter McFElroy, well-
known local sportsman, on a basis of two consecutive wins,
has been in Holy Angels possession all but one year-1948-
49 seasons-since its conception.

BOTKINS-Dale Fullenkamp, who sparkled in the infield
for Botkins Trojans during the past few years, will be
afforded an opportunity to get into pro baseball ranks
when he embarks on a spring training stint with a
Washington Senators farm at Wintergarden, Florida. After
six weeks of work at the site, Fullenkamp is due to move to
Concord, North Carolina for a similar period of training.
A star in both basketball and baseball while in high school.

SHELBY CT.-This typical log cabin pictured above is just
what the Shelby county Historical society has in mind in
asking all Shelby county residents for pictures of and
information on early log structures. The society is
presently compiling an exhaustive account of all early
homes in Shelby county.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRT
1924-FEBRUARY-99 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

FT. LORMIE (1s)-Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Hilgeford
celebrated their silver wedding anniversary Friday. All
members of the family were present...H. C. Anbuschmidt
of Cincinnati, dry goods salesman was here Saturday...
West district-Louis Steinke and Albert Brandewie. Town-
John Romie and Herman Bornhorst. The distributor of
seats was attended to by Adolph Raterman, Frankie
Avalon, August Wise and John Tecklenburg. The clerical
work by Albert Frytag, Frank C. Willman, Frank
Neiderkorn...Louis Busse bought the home of Anton
Hoying on Elm St. and shall move in the near future.

SIDNEY-Send this ad and ten cents to Foley & Co., 2835
Sheffield Abe., Chicago, 1ll., writing your name and address
clearly. You will receive a ten-cent bottle of Foley’s Honey
and Tar compound for coughs and colds, and free sample
package of Foley Pills and Foley Cathartic Tablets. Try
these wonderful remedies. F. H. Christian, druggist.

At the meeting of El Shereaf Temple Knights of
Khorassan Tuesday evening the following officers were
elected: G. A. Hatfield, R.V.; Theodore Flinn, G.E.; E. J.
Heiser, Sheik; P.L. Strafford, Mahedi; J. L. Adler, Sec.;
Harrison Piper, Treas.; Ed. McVay, Mokanna; J.B. Mohr,
Saruch; Carl Wilkinson, Sahib; T. J. Emley, Satrah; W.H.
Wyland, Trustees; Roy Fry, Mast of Ceremonies; Fred
Heigle, Mast of Property; Morton Piper, J.R. Fansier and
John Quinn, entertainment committee.

KETTLERSVILLE-Otto Dinkler left for Germany to
remain an indefinite time...A crowd consisting of A.G.
Langhorst and family, Ernst Counts and wife, S.L. Kuck
and family, Herbert Soelman and wife, Fred Quebe and
daughter, S.L. Kuck and family, Miss Frances Kettler, Si
Katterhenry and O.C. Maurer enjoyed a sleigh ride Monday
evening. The evening was spent at the home of Blanke
Bros. southwest of town.

SIDNEY (8%)-Ed Shoe, charged with obtaining goods
from the township trustees under false pretenses, pleaded
guilty and was fined $10 and costs. Shoe obtained a bill of
goods from the trustees under an assumed name....At a
regular meeting of the stockholders of the Monarch
Machine Tool Company the following directors were re-
elected: W.H. Wagner, A.]. Hess, A.C. Getz, E.E. Kah,
L.H. Thedieck, L.M. Studevant, E.J. Griffis, F.P. Thedieck
and W.E. Whipp. The officers chosen were Thedieck,
pres.; Wagner, vice pres.; Whipp, treasurer and general
manager.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
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Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society SIDII,\II;EIQ{MIOTH#A;?%S
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Steve and Peg Baker

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund
John Coffield

Continental Express, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc.

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones
Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean and Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin

Mutual Federal Savings Bank

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




