2023 Summer Exhibit:
Innovation Shelby County Stylel

With the opening of the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation
Center later this month, the SCHS exhibit planning committee decided the
Ross Historical Center needed a coinciding exhibit. This year’s theme will be
Innovation Shelby County Style! What exactly is innovation and why is it so
important? According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, innovation can
refer to something new or to a change made to an existing product, idea, or
field. Many times, innovation is what happens after the invention of a
product to make it better. Our exhibit will feature several examples
throughout Shelby County’s history where innovation has played an
important role!

Many people from this area know that Ermal Fraze was the inventor
of the famous pop tab we see everywhere on canned drinks, but did you
know innovation right here in Shelby County made his idea viable to mass
produce? Learn how Stolle Machinery Co. helped innovate the mass
production of the pop tab and see on display how that process changed over
time.

Several other businesses in Shelby County have a history of
innovation, and none stand out more than Copeland, a division of Emerson
Climate Technologies. Learn how Earl Muir led the research to design the
scroll compressor unit still being produced today and discover how Emerson
has over 800 patents to its name — over 500 of which were contributed by a
group of four individuals!

Innovation doesn’t just happen within industries; it can apply to other
aspects of life as well. Take Paul Lauterbur for example. Without his
inquisitive mind, he and Peter Mansfield may
never have applied their study of nuclear [§|®
resonance machines to the human brain. Their §
innovative discoveries led to the development j&
of the MRI machine and earned them a Nobel &
Prize for medicine in 2003. i

Last, but not least, is the largest physical =
testament to innovation within Shelby County
At the time of its construction in 1923, the Big
Four railroad bridge was an impressive feat, -
containing over 28,000 cubic yards of concrete
and 900,000 pounds of steel while the
embankments contained a million cubic yards
of earth. One hundred years later, it is still
considered an engineering marvel, standing
guard over the southern entrance to Sidney and |
becoming a local landmark.

Discover many other aspects of
innovation that will be featured at the Ross
Historical Center from April through October. . :
We hope that by viewing examples of StThe,mGChamcal genius of
. . . . o olle’s Elton Kaminski led to
innovation in the past, it will inspire a future

. . . 31 patents in his name alone.
generation of innovators across all areas of life!



For Sale

There are a few additions to the collection of Ray Warren paintings that are on

display at the Ross Center. Warren was a well-known local painter in the 1970s

and 1980s. All artworks are in original frames. All of the paintings are for sale,
and the Society will receive 20% of the proceeds.

Tawawa Park Covered Bridge $600 Lockington Covered Bridge Shelby County Courthouse
$500 $600

-
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Car Scaring Horse $100

Orange Train on Trestle $300

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” t i i y u W

hidden clues for February: VYOLUNTEERS
Probate Court: Dave Druff January Volunteer Info:
Fort Loramie 1st: Frankie Avalon 25 Volunteers
114 Hours
Who found the clues: Volunteer gift certificate winners for
Phyllis Piper January:
Dean Morrow
Kathie Woodruff

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
The clue will be found ONLY in the | | Volunteers! We depend on you! In January,
“Out of the Past” section. 316 people participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
2 info@shelbycountyhistory.org




HISTORY OF FORT LORAMIE
A Project Study By Sophomore Boys, 1930
Fort Loramie High School

Fort Loramie is among the earliest white settlements in
Ohio. It was founded in 1769, by Pierre Loramie, who
established a store and a station there, which was destroyed
in October 1782, by General George Rogers Clark. Various
vocations are given to Pierre Loramie. The historians Howe
and Sutton called him “The French-Canadian Trader,”
Colonel Johnston “The French Father,” editor C. W.
Williamson, in his History of Auglaize County, called him
“the French Jesuit and Trader,” Professor H. Wildermuth
describes him as a “French Jesuit Father.”

Loramie possessed the entire control over the Indians
and was in this respect fully equal, if not superior, to any of
his countrymen. While his store was being destroyed by
Gen. Clark, he escaped and took refuge with the Shawnee
Indians. Sometime later he went west with a hundred
Shawnees and settled beyond the Mississippi River, where
he died. Gen. Harmer from Cincinnati reached the ruins of
Loramie’s store on the 10™ day of October, passed over it,
and was defeated at all points.

In 1794, a fort was built by Gen.

who sleeps there, and his parents far away, never to behold
that cherished spot again.

The “peace” above referred to is the Treaty of
Greenville of 1795. The following is taken from Article
three of the Treaty:

The Indian tribes agree to cede to the United
States one piece of land six miles square, at or near
Loramie’s store. The Indians also will allow free
passage to the people of the United States from
commencement of the portage at Loramie’s store,
thence along said portage to St Marys, etc.

The treaty line does not include Fort Loramie because
of a jog in the line at the junction of Mile Creek. General
Wayne named it Mile Creek. He also gave similar names to
the creeks which he crossed, namely: Two Mile Creek, Four
Mile Creek, Seven Mile Creek and Fourteen Mile Creek, the
names which the streams still bear.

The Loramie Portage referred to in the Treaty of
Greenville played an important part in American colonial

history in that it was for untold centuries

Wayne on the ruins of Loramie’s store.
The fort was held by Wayne as an|

when it was abandoned. It was then &
sold to James Furrow, who was one of
the oldest pioneers of Shelby County.
Furrow told many people (this is only § ?
tradition) that in the night when [Froraesatass

the main route of travel for the hunting
warrior, for the French trader, for the
~ % American Army, and finally for the first
‘| French and German settlers. This portage
2| is the highest land between Lake Erie and
|the Ohio River, and here within a few
‘| miles of each other, the head streams of
the Miami and Maumee Rivers take their
v rise. The savage dweller could traverse

“| the entire distance from the Ohio River to

Loramie’s store was plundered and
burned, a high American officer was

Fur Traders.

the northern lake to points west and east
in his little canoe, except for a few miles

killed and buried not far from the ruins of the store. Furrow
purchased many acres of land around the fort for farming
purposes. Thus, early in its frontier days the agricultural
industry was established. Furrow tore down the main
building of the fort, and in some of the minor buildings, he
established a country store and trading post. After the death
of Furrow, the trading post was transferred to the increasing
town of Berlin (now called Fort Loramie) on the canal, and
some time afterwards, this post was officially approved as
Loramie’s post office.

In his last will, Furrow stated he wished to be buried at
the side of the American officer on his farm. Furrow, his
wife and son are all buried there. The remains of these
earliest pioneers are resting today in the garden of the
Arkenberg farm, surrounded by the graves of heroes who
fought and fell in the stormy struggle between the English
and the French and Indians. The graves of the Furrow
family are designated by little stones, but not the grave of
the American officer. The grave of the son of Gen. Butler is
marked by a memorial that is intensely strange in its beauty.
We would almost call it unique. In early times the grave
was enclosed with a very handsome and painted railing, at
the foot of which honeysuckle vines were planted. The
vines twined over the paling in great profusion, and in time
enveloped the whole grave. Peace having been established,
Captain Butler, his wife and his troops withdrew to other
scenes on the Mississippi, leaving their son eternally
guarding in his honeysuckle-clad grave our little frontier
settlement. Today the posts that held the paling have
decayed, the paling itself has fallen heir to consuming rust,
but the honeysuckle vines trailing in the orchard of the
Arkenberg farm remind us most poignantly of the lonely boy

of portage. The portage centered in and around the present
site of Fort Loramie, sometimes its waters stretching to St
Marys and Piqua. At this point, boats from the south
brought their provisions and military supplies and took furs
brought in [by] the Indians and settlers from the north. This
place by its very nature became a center for trade, barter,
and commerce between Lake Erie, Fort Wayne, and
Cincinnati.

The few years after the War of 1812 are more or less
traditional history. We know that Jonathan Schell was an
old pioneer of Loramie, dying in 1867. We also know that
Joseph, Christian, and Nathan Mendenhall and William
Prillman were among the first to take up land around Fort
Loramie. James Pilliod came after these early settlers and
took up land west of Fort Loramie. Isaac Edwards came in
the year 1838. Edwards was the first school teacher in the
bounds of what was afterwards incorporated into McLean
Township. Thus, from its frontier days, this community has
fostered and encouraged education.

The original proprietor of Fort Loramie was William
Prillman. It was laid out west of the canal and was a part of
the Prillman farm. His brother, Christian Prillman, owned
the land on the east side of the canal. The town plat was
surveyed by the Hon. Jonathan Counts. The canal was
staked off when the town was laid out, but no work had been
done on it. The post office was kept by James Furrow at the
old fort near where the Arkenberg homestead now stands. A
general store was kept by J. H. Pilliod west of Loramie.

The original road cut through the country was made by
the army when the campaigns were made against the
Indians. The highway running through the heart of Fort
Loramie was the original line of march made by Gen.
Wayne. Today it resounds to the swirl of automobiles and



the clanging of trucks. In earlier days it resounded to the
tramp, tramp, tramp of marching feet.

As soon as settlements were established at Piqua,
Minster, New Bremen, and St Marys, these towns were
supplied with groceries, clothing and other necessities by
waggoners, who made regular trips from Dayton to Fort
Wayne. When night came on, these teamsters stopped
with the settlers along the road and camped out. Almost
every resident along the highway was known as a tavern
keeper. On their return from the north, they carried south
furs and other things purchased from the Indians, and
such produce as the farmers sent to market.

The population increased; these wagon trains
became more numerous and afforded better facilities of

school, and church group and could function as a highly
socialized group with a socialized form of living. In
1855 Father August Berger came to Fort Loramie and
took charge of the congregation. He remained here until
1857, when he was succeeded by Father Nueherheide,
who remained until 1873. He was succeeded by Father
Willhelm Bigot.

Father Bigot was a Catholic priest of remarkable
experience, scholarly attainments, and distinguished
achievements. He was born in Alsace, France, in 1838,
and was educated in France and Switzerland. He became
proficient, not only in the classics and leading modern
languages, French, German, Celtic, and English, but also
acquired a newfound scholarship in philosophy,

reaching the market with grain,
pork, and hoop poles, which were
the principal articles that the
farmers had to sell. The first
farmers in the vicinity of Fort
Loramie were of English descent.
The first Germans who settled in
this community were called
Weisbrod (Whitbread). He settled | ore
near where the reservoir bulkhead |*
is now, and he was called “the
Dutchman” by his neighbors.

When the town was laid out,
the lots were sold at auction.
William Pilliod was the largest
purchaser and at one time was the
largest landholder  in the
neighborhood, owning about four
hundred acres. Joseph Mendenhall,

Battle of
Fallen Timbers X/

"~ Monument Site

on {
Gigandet Property-

theology, history, and the liturgy of
his church. In the Franco-Prussian
War, Father Bigot was appointed
military chaplain over 15,000
French captives and nearly a
thousand wounded and sick. When
the war was over, he was designated
by both the French Minister of War
and the German Minister of War to
be the chief commissioner of a
bureau for the collecting and
tabulating officially the death
records of all the French soldiers
who died as prisoners of war in
Germany. More than 18,000 of
these mortuary records were
secured. Under his direction,
monuments were placed over all the
graves of the fallen French soldiers.

Fort Laurens‘l\

who was afterwards a county
commissioner, kept a tavern in a

For his faithful execution of this

Map Of the GreenVIIIC Treaty Llne. great Commission’ the French

log house where Herman Gaier’s
grocery store now stands. Dr. Clark Ayers was the first
resident physician and built the first brick house, a small
one-story residence, on the ground where the George
Kirner’s house now stands. The town was called Berlin,
the name of which J. M. Pilliod and Charles Schiltz gave
it on account of their former house at New Berlin in
Stark County. The first building erected after the town
was laid out was built by Ishmael Lattimore. Bernard
Meyer started the first store in town.

When work was commenced on the canal, there was
a large immigration of people, most of whom were low
Germans and Catholics. The first cemetery was an old
army cemetery near Fort Loramie in close proximity
where the Furrow family were buried on the Arkenberg
farm.

The canal was finished in 1841 and as soon as it was
opened, the wagon trains which had carried on a
flourishing business stopped, and the taverns along the
road became simple farm houses. The first boat to arrive
in Berlin was the State Boat. It came up on a Sunday and
got stuck in the mud just south of town. The coming of
the boat was hailed by the entire populace with joy. The
first packet freight boat that went through was called the
Belvedier. 1t was commanded by Captain Ira Wilder.

Merchants from Cincinnati shipped north their dry
goods, groceries, salt, and hardware, in exchange for
grain, pork, hoop poles, and cord wood. Every town
along the canal was a busy place of trade and grew
rapidly. Business was prosperous, and packet boats were
numerous. The railroads and automobiles made a great
change in this business.

The Catholic Church was organized about the year
1838. The little frontier town now possessed homes, the

government bestowed upon him the
Cross of Chivalry, and the badge of the Legion of Honor.
In 1874 he came to America, where Archbishop Purcell,
of Cincinnati assigned to him the parish of St. Michael in
Fort Loramie. Here, for thirty years, he was the parish
priest, comforting the afflicted and encouraging their
well-being. Through his untiring efforts, he built the
magnificent St. Michael’s Church. This edifice, of
French Gothic architecture, is one of the most beautiful
buildings in this section of the state. Week in and week
out the ringing of its bells have called forth to the people
to cease their toil and lift their thoughts to God; within
the dimly lit interior and under the soft glow of the art-
stained windows, the children have knelt in prayers and
listened to the spiritual admonitions and urgings of their
pastor.

In education, too, Fort Loramie kept up with the ever
-increasing demands that modern civilization exacts from
its citizens. The high school problem has caused much
speculation and argument. Shall it expand or not expand,
that seems the question. We hope that our community
will solve this question as intelligently and in as a
progressive manner as they have done in the past.

Thus, we have seen that as Fort Loramie grew, the
needs of its people led to the gradual development of
agriculture, commerce, religion, and education. This is
our inheritance. May we never bring disgrace to this, our
community, but transmit it to posterity better and more
beautiful than it was transmitted to us.

Note — The Arkenberg farm spoken of as the site of
Pierre Loramie’s trading post is the first farm north on
SR 66 on the west side of the road, and now the property
of Ferd Fleckenstein, grandson of Arkenberg.

(1978 note)



ANNOUNCING... AN ONLINE AUCTION OF ORIGINAL
HISTORIC ROUND BARN PAINTINGS

* Auction includes 72 original paintings featured in the
book, Round Barns of America, by artist and author,
Robert Kroeger (75 barns in 32 states)

* Each painting is in oil impasto, painted with palette
knives

¢ Authentic barn siding frames, built by the artist

* Proceeds support ten Ohio historical societies, which
will display the paintings for viewing (each society has
seven paintings)

ROUN D BARN S * Auction lasts from May 1 through May 31, 2023

Bidders limited to the Continental United States (no
OF AMERICA shipping elsewhere)

YR T e A * Winning bids do not include shipping, though paint-
ings can be picked up at the particular historical society

* Each painting has a story behind it, which can be found
in Round Barns of America, a full-color hardbound
coffee-table sized book produced by Acclaim Press
and available through the publisher, in bookstores, or
through online retailers - https://www.acclaimpress.
com/books/round-barns-of-america/

* Auction will be featured on www.biddingowl.com.
Look under Hocking County Historical and Genea-
logical Society, which will conduct the auction

* Questions? Contact - hteps://hockingcountyhistory-
museum.org/contact-us.html

75 Icons of History

{FLE BE

TO BID, VISIT:

WWW.BIDDINGOWL.COM
(under Hocking County Historical Society)

Questions? Visit https://hockin gcountybistory—museum.org/ :



New Merchandise Available

These books are available for purchase at the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave,
Sidney. If you are unable to make it into the museum, you have the option of mail order for an
additional $5 for shipping and handling.

Send your check to: Shelby County Historical Society

P.O. Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

Round Barns of America

75 Icons of History
By: Robert Kroeger
Though rare, round barns are found from New Jersey
ROUN D BARNS to California and they provide a fascinating look into early
o OB CET America. Author and artist Robert Kroeger has captured 75
Ly ey, of these gems — spanning 32 states — in paintings and
essays.
Hardbound
192 pages

Non-Members: $40.00 + $5.00 postage and handling
Members: $35.00 + $5.00 postage and handling (optional)

The Churches of Shelby County
Past & Present
Second Edition 2022

This second edition church directory is part of the
2019 Shelby County and 2020 Sidney Bicentennial
Celebrations.

Faith has played an important role in the history and
development of the county. The goal of this publication is
to provide a listing and history of all current and former
(bygone) churches in the area. Additional demographic
information is also included.

Softbound

120 pages

Non-Members: $20.00 + $5.00 postage and handling
Members: $15.00 + $5.00 postage and handling (optional)
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MARCH -1950-73 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (3RP)-Members of Pleiades chapter, Order of
Eastern Stars, were guests in Greenville Thursday evening
at the Greenville chapter of Faster Stars Friendship night.
Guests from Sidney were Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Beanblossom, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Longbrake, Mr. and
Mrs. Perry Partington, Mrs. Henrietta Pfeil, Mrs. Hamlin
Blake, Miss Vera Ginn, Miss Bonnie Sherwood, Mrs. Stella
Smith, Mrs. Julius Stein, Mrs. Elmer Roberts, Mrs. Ralph
Boss, Mrs. Carroll Denman, Mrs. George Breil, Michael
Johnson, Mrs. Howard Kauffamn, Mrs. Joseph Bowen,
Mzss. John DeWeese, Mrs. Oscar Burns, Mrs. Paul Elsner,
Mrs. Robert Kaser, Mrs. John Moore, Mrs. Paul Gross,
Mrs. Chalmer Stocker, Mrs. Rodney Blake, Mrs. Huber
Berry, Mrs. Homer Crusey and Mrs. Harold McGee.

SHELBY CT. (8%)-Annual guests meeting of the Rural
Gardeners was held Tuesday afternoon in the country
home of Mrs. L.F. Warbington. She was assisted in
extending hospitalities by Mrs. Rolla Mann, Mrs. Harvey
Hoewischer and Mrs. Louis Ratterman. Mrs. William
Milligan, a guest, presented a splendid review of the book,
“George Washington Carver.” Guests with the club
members were Mrs. Milligan, Mrs. Elmer Allen, Mrs.
George Allen, Miss Mary Beaman, Mrs. Clint Johnson,
Mrs. Roger Watkins, Mrs. E. H. Maurer, Mrs. Orla Blalock,
Mrs. C. B. Weymer, Mrs. John Wintringham, Mrs. James
Hetzler, Mrs. Harold Kiser, Mrs. James Pruden, Mrs. Frank
Warbington and Mrs. LeRoy Hasenpflug, Obetlin. Mrs. L.
M. Wilkinson welcomed the quests and presided over the
business session. Members answered roll call by naming
“the new annual I plan to raise this summer...” During the
social hour refreshments carrying out a green and yellow
motif were served to the 43 members and guests from a
beautifully laid table centered with an arrangement of
daffodils and green tapers. Mrs. Rolla Mann poured.

SIDNEY (12th)-The Sidney Appliance Show which opens
Tuesday at the Armory for three days is free and coffee will
be served by home economist for Dayton Power and Light
company. “A complete display of gas and eclectic
appliances will be on display.”

SIDNEY (24%)-Buy by the case and savel Wines-Mixes-
Beer to carry out. Miller’s High Lite, Budweiser, Pabst
Blue Ribbon, Schlitz, Royal Amber, Baumeister, Blatz,
Wooden Shoe, Pfeiffers, Wiedeman, Stroh, Red Top,
Burger, Henry Hard Orange Soda, Burkhardt, Diehl, Old
Dutch, Goebel, Van Merritt, Schmidt, Bruck, Bavarian,
Leisey, Old Vienna, Rolling Rock, Ale-Carling- London
Bobby, 20 Grand-Drewery. Bauers Carry Out Store-131
W. Poplar St. Phone 2863-1 Sidney.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MARCH-1923-100 Years ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY-Wilson Carothers, prominent citizen and
Manufacturer passes to the Great Beyond at an early hour.
Born July 20 1855. Funeral Sunday will be private.
President of the Cherry Cheer Company. Prominent in the
Financial, Social and Religious life of the city. The death of
Wilson Carothers occurred at his home at the corner of
Ohio avenue and Pike street at 12:30 o’clock Friday
morning after an extended illness. Moved to Sidney in
1891 at the time of the organization of the Buckeye Churn
company. Mr. Carothers continued his connection with
this company until 1910, when he severed his connection
with it and gave his attention to the affairs of the Cherry
Cheer company also engaging in the candy business in the
manufacture of Carothers chocolates of which company he
was made the president and served in his connection up to
the time of his death.

SIDNEY (20%)-Dr. H. E. Beebe, Monday celebrated the
fiftieth anniversary of his practice of medicine in Sidney.
In honor of the event he gave a dinner at the Wagner
House Monday evening to 117 of his friends. Included in
the list of guests were the physicians of Sidney and Shelby
County a number of his business associates at the present
day and persons with whom he became associated when he
first came to Sidney and had been his close friends ever
since. After the service of the dinner Dr. Beebe in a few
words welcomed his quests and in doing so also stated that
just 50 years ago on March 19, 1873, he had his first meal
in Sidney at this same hotel which was then known as the
Burnett House. The toastmaster for the evening was Dr.
A. W. Hobby. Several told of Sidney from the past. One
of the presents received was a box of candy from his old
time friend Wilson Carothers who died last Friday. Dr.
Beebe and Mr. Carothers had been boys together at Carey,
Ohio. Mr. Carothers knew Dr. Beebe’s fondness for
candy, he knew the celebration was to be held and that he
only had a short time to live and he exacted a promise for
his sons that a box of candy be present to the Dr. at the
time of his celebration and very so often thereafter.

SIDNEY (24t)-Fair tonight and Sunday, colder tonight...
Easter cards and booklets at Christian Drug Store...St.
Patrick’s Day Dance this coming Friday March 17t at
Eddies Tavern-McCartyville Oh...Fresh bulk garden seed
and lawn seed. Vertner Hardware Co...To be fashionably
appareled it is necessary to be correctly corseted. The new
models of Warner’s Rust-Proof Corsets at Thedieck Dept
Store Co...FOR SALE-Fifteen shares of stock of The
Sidney Milk Producers Company. Call or address Robt. E.
Marshall, Atty.
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Steve and Peg Baker

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund
John Coffield

Continental Express, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc.

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones
Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean and Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin

Mutual Federal Savings Bank

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




