
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

  Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

Welcome New Members 
Steve Wagner, Sidney, OH 

William Fuller, Sidney, OH 

Evan and Ashliegh Maurer, Botkins, OH 
 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

April 2023 Edition 

 Robert F. Kroeger will be visiting the 
Ross Historical Center on April 12th to do a 
palette knife barn painting demonstration as 
well as tell stories out of his latest book 
Round Barns of America, which will be 
available for sale at this event. At the end of 
his program, he will stay to sign copies of his 
book. 
 Robert is also the artist of our current 
Historic Barns of Shelby County 2023 
calendar and note cards.  He has graciously 
created 14 more paintings for a 2024 calendar 
and second set of note cards. 
 The 14 barn paintings will also be on 
display.  These paintings will be auctioned off 
at the end of July this year. 

Author/Artist Returns 

When: April 12, 2023 
 4:00-Painting Demonstration 
 5:30 Barn Stories 
 6:30 Book Signing 
Where: The Ross Historical Center 

This is Mr. Kroeger 
during his tour of 

Shelby County last 
November. 
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Volunteers 

February Volunteer Info: 
19 Volunteers 

120 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 
February: 

Richard Bailey 
Mike Jones 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In February,    
 168 people participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for March: 

 

Sidney 24th—St. Patrick’s Dance 
Sidney 24th-Henry Hard Orange Soda 

 

Who found the clues: 
 
 

No one found the clues last month. 
Better luck this month! 

 

 
 

                          The clue will be found ONLY in    
                         the “Out of the Past” section. 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
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Photo by John Hemp 

 Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving.  Getting behind the 
wheel, driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise 
Sidney.  The Route: Main Ave to Russell Rd to Wapak Ave to Ohio Ave down 
to the Big Four Bridge and back up Main Ave.  Jump in at any place along the 
route, there is no starting point.  

April 15, 2023 
May 20, 2023 
June 17, 2023 

July 15, 2023 
August 19, 2023 

September 16, 2023 

October 21, 2023 

Third Saturday Each Month 
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
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 On March 2, a delegation from our membership attended the annual Sidney-Shelby County 
Chamber of Commerce recognition dinner. Our pride was surely on display as Dawn Eilert, the vice
-president of the Chamber, presented a beautification award to our Learning Center, one of only 
three award winners that were non-profit to earn this recognition.  Our society was honored for the 
beautification of Sidney through the total renovation of the interior and exterior of the building at 
115 North Street that has become the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center.  
 The Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center is an absolute gem for visitors to enjoy 

in the downtown historic district.  Open to the public without admission cost, the Center gives an 
experiential stroll through Shelby County history all the way back to the glaciers that came through 
and deposited Big Rock in Tawawa Park up to the opportunities that are available today in our ever-
growing business economy. Those who have visited so far have raved that anything so unique in its 
technology is available in our own county.  The exterior has been updated, but when the final pieces 

of art are added at the side of the building and the new sign that expands the front windows is 
installed sometime this spring, the Center building itself will become known throughout the region. 
We thank the Chamber for its recognition and welcome visitors far and wide to come see what 
private funding can accomplish with the help of local writers, Eleven /Fifty-Seven, and the 1913 
Labs media company. 

Accepting the award (L to R): Darrell Spangler, Dave 
Russell, Jane Bailey, Julie Gilardi, Faye Spangler, 
Tilda Phlipot, and Joey DiFranco from 1913 Labs. 
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Rozall’s Round 
Allen County, Ohio The Wedding Cake 

Cherry and Black All the Way from Norway 
America Fairs 

Sheridan County, Wyoming 

Cobblestones 

Online Auction of Original 
Round Barn Paintings 

 The Shelby County Historical Society has been invited to participate in this auction.  
Robert Kroeger painted 75 barns in 32 states for his latest book Round Barns of America.  
Kroeger has given our society six of the barns that will be auctioned off.  We will receive 50% 
of the proceeds from the sale.  If we are able to sell all six paintings within our county (to avoid 
shipping charges), we will receive a $500 bonus!   
 The auction will be handled through the Hocking County Historical and Genealogical 
Society in Logan County.  For further information please visit the Hocking County website: 
https://hockingcountyhistorymuseum.org/. 
 The auction dates are May 1-31, 2023, and the auction will be located on the website 
www.biddingowl.com.  (search Hocking County Historical Society) 
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Wreaths Across 
America Day Clean-up 

 National Wreaths Across America Day 2022 took place at 
3,702 participating locations across the country, including at 
Arlington National Cemetery where the program originated.  Our 
heroes were remembered and honored as volunteers carefully placed 
a total of more than 2.7 million veterans’ wreaths on headstones 
nationwide and said each name out loud. At Graceland Cemetery and 
across the county we placed over 800 wreaths last year. 
 As we honor our veterans, we also honor the host grounds for 

allowing the mission to be fulfilled with a follow-up effort of wreath retirement known as “Wreaths Out.”  
 Each of these live balsam veteran’s wreath was a gift of respect and appreciation, donated by a 
private citizen or organization and placed on grave markers by volunteers as a small gesture of gratitude for 
the freedoms Americans enjoy. For centuries, fresh evergreens have been used as a symbol of honor and 
have served as a living tribute renewed annually. Wreaths Across America believes the tradition represents 
a living memorial that honors veterans, active-duty military, and their families, and when volunteers say the 
name of a veteran out loud when placing a veteran’s wreath, it ensures each veteran lives on in our memory. 
 The Shelby County Historical Society and Wreaths Across America would like to thank the 
dedicated volunteers for their incredible commitment to the mission throughout all of 2022. We want to 
thank all of our local volunteers that came to place the wreaths in December and the ones that participated 
in “Wreaths Out” this March. Each person has played an important a part in the mission to Remember the 
fallen, Honor those that serve and their families, and Teach the next generation the value of freedom. 
 This year, National Wreaths Across America Day will be held on Saturday, Dec. 16, 2023. 

L-R: Richard Bailey, Bob Shoffner, and 
Jane Bailey take a donut break after 
gathering wreaths around Graceland. 

Roger Lentz and Kurt Anderson hauled  
trailers around Graceland cemetery while  

local Boy Scouts and other volunteers  
loaded wreaths to be hauled away.  

The weather was brisk as volunteers 
gathered the spent wreaths. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
APRIL-1946-77 Years Ago 

Complied by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (1ST)-An accident happened at 2:05 Sunday at 
the intersection of Brooklyn avenue and East Court street 
when a motorcycle and automobile collided resulting in 
two youths being injured.  Orville Beck, 21 of 1302 Port 
Jefferson road, was treated at Wilson Memorial hospital for 
bad leg injuries while Kenneth Towns, south of Sidney, 
escaped with minor injuries.  The two youths were riding 
on Becks motorcycle east of Court street while Doris Fair, 
of 1044 ½ North Main avenue, was driving south on 
Brooklyn avenue.  In the resulting collision, the front of the 
Fair car was damaged while the motorcycle was badly 
damaged. 
 

A group of happy boys and girls with gaily wrapped 
packages gathered in the Pfefferle kindergarten Friday 
morning to celebrate the sixth birthday of Johnny Meyer, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Meyer.  Refreshments were 
served by Mrs. Meyer assisted by Mrs. Warren Elsner.  
Clever Ester favors were attractive paper hats that were 
presented to the little guests.  Present were Rodney Blake, 
Jimmy Watkins, Philip Shape, Andy Rooney, Douglas 
Millhoff, Dick Loos, Scott Spinner, Ronnie Kopp, Dorothy 
Kay Bodine, Ellen Pepper, David Jamieson, Larry 
Hillemann, Paul Harvey, Carolyn Schrolucke, Janet 
Williams, Nancy Jane White, Michael Downey, Letitia 
Clawson, Nancy Voress, Betsy Elsner, Linda Bevelheimer, 
Judy Hanagan, Edwin Ramey, Richard Shatto, Nancy 
Meranda, Kenneth Frische, Danny Francis.  A special guest 
was Tommy Marshall. 
 

SIDNEY (11th)-Twin sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
James Steinke, 724 Foraker avenue, last night in Wilson 
Memorial hospital…Mr. and Mrs. Richard Salm of 1228 
Port Jefferson road, are announcing the birth of a daughter, 
born on the evening of the sixth of April at 7:11 o’clock, in 
Wilson Memorial hospital.  She has been named Anne 
Elizabeth…Mr. and Mrs. Carl Millhouse, route two, are the 
parent of a daughter born at 11:33 o’clock Sunday evening 
in Wilson Memorial hospital. 
 

SIDNEY (22nd)-Easter afternoon sunshine gleamed 
down on the hidden gay Easter eggs yesterday, revealing 
more readily, their hiding place on the Moose Country club 
grounds to the youthful “hunters.”  Children from the age 
of one to six competed in one hunt feature, and the ages 
from seven to twelve years competed in the other.  The 
contestants in the hunt coming in for the cash awards were:  
Barbara Spitz, Louis Spitz, Nancy Fridley, Nadin Hacker, 
Kathern Reeve, Beckey McCulla, Sara Lou Sheely, Toni 
Meyer, Jane Vordemark, David Mohring, Gary Cole, 
Jeanne Cook, Bobby Perrin, and Ray Roller. 

Out of  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

APRIL-1923-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (6th)-Two drivers of the Red Star Taxi 
Company, the new bus line operating between Sidney and 
Dayton, were arrested in Piqua at 1:17 AM Tuesday 
morning upon a charge of speeding.  Ellsworth Sellers, and 
Frank Jackson, both of Dayton were the two chauffeurs 
taken into custody.  They were released when they 
deposited $15 for their appearance in the municipal court. 
 

FT. LORAMIE-The members of the Village Beautiful 
club were entertained to an Easter Party last Tuesday 
evening at the Winner home by the Misses Eleanor and 
Josphine Winner, Catherine Hasebrook, Anna Raterman, 
Thersa Sexton and Rose Koverman.  Many interesting 
games and contests were enjoyed.  One feature of the 
evening was an egg hunt.  Later the girls were invited into 
the dining room where a very tasteful lunch was served.  
The centerpiece for the table was a flower garden in which 
were hidden Easter eggs. For favors, small baskets 
containing candy eggs, M&M’s and whoopers were given. 
 

SIDNEY (20th)-Tony Vocke entertained the office force 
of the Wagner Manufacturing Company to a delightful 
informal party at his home on Chestnut street Friday 
evening.  A musical program followed by interesting “500” 
games were the pleasures.  Later a delicious two course 
menu was served. 
 

SIDNEY (27th)-The motor on some of the express gears 
on the Western Ohio burned out early Friday morning.  
Traffic was delayed for a time passengers being transferred 
from one car to the other at the Western Ohio station. 
 

MINSTER-The biggest raid that has been conducted in 
this section took place at Minster and vicinity Saturday 
morning when twenty men from the office of Federal 
Prohibition Director J. E. Russell at Columbus, swooped 
down upon that village and confiscated eight stills, several 
of them in full operation, about 500 gallons of bootleg 
whiskey, about 900 gallons of mash in the making, setting 
in eighteen barrels, and a lot of other apparatus, sugar, 
bottles, jugs, buckets, etc., used in the manufacture of 
whiskey.  The stuff was loaded upon a truck and brought 
to Sidney and stored.  The men placed under arrest and 
brought to Sidney were:  Herbert Fisher, Ben Lammers, 
Charles Busse, Albert Busse, Robert Launt, Elmer 
Bensman, Julius Inderrieden and Frank Bernhold.  Louis 
Fisher, Theodore Fisher and Herman Laut were brought to 
Sidney with officers but were later released. 
 It is understood that several other places at 
Minster were visited but no arrests made.  At one place the 
owner of the still was told to take care of his wife and 
family and come in when he was notified. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, and Teresa Ditmer  
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean and Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


