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SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
No New Members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Upcoming Events

May 18. 2023 - 7:00 pm @ the Ross Center

Program: “Innovation Shelby County Style”
We will offer a glimpse of the many interesting innovations that are
a part of Shelby County’s rich history.

June 15, 2023 - 8:00 pm

24th Annual Graceland Cemetery Tour
All are welcome to experience this free event and learn about
historical figures from Shelby County’s past!

Census of Agriculture

The census of agriculture is a complete accounting of activities on
farms and ranches in the United States and is conducted every 5 years in
those years ending in 2 and 7. The current census report reflects year 2022
and includes such items as land ownership, operator characteristics,
production practices, income, and expenditures, etc.

Any operation that produced a minimum $1000 in agricultural
products for sale during 2022 is required to complete a census form. A
response to the census of agriculture is required by federal law. The
census form may be completed on form OMB 0535-0226 or via the
internet at usda.gov.

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), an agency
within the US Department of
Agriculture, conducts the
census operation and assembles
the reported information for
use by Congress, policy
makers, other federal agencies,
universities, private
corporation and industries, etc. |
All information submitted on |~
the census form is confidential. |

Roger Lentz, a member ||

UNITED STATES 2022 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE

Form Number: 22-A100
(09/20/2021)

of the Shelby County |
Historical Society Board of
Trustees, retired federal

employee and a Shelby County
farmer will conduct an , J
interview of the ag census | I |
during the Shelby County |’ Ny N =
Genealogical  meeting on y
Tuesday, June 13, at 7:00 pm
at the Ross Historical Center.




Finishing Touches
Learning and

on The Wallace Family
Innovation Center

The Wallace Family Learning and Innovation

E Center officially opened on April 18, 2023!
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The hours of operation are
Monday - Friday 1 pm to 5 pm
Saturdays 9 am to noon

As always, admission is free, but donations

iy

}' are always appreciated.

If you are interested in volunteering as a
I docent, please contact:
Jane Bailey at wflicenter.schs@gmail.com
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for April:

Fort Loramie: M&Ms and Whoppers
A Group: Andy Rooney, Scott Spinner,
and Paul Harvey

Who found the clues:
Doug Benson, Priscilla Wilt, Judy Harp,
Carole Leffler, John and Edna Mae Laws,
Ellen Freytag, Roger Lentz, Julia Young
and Paul and Janice Workman

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

<hankyoy,

VOLUNTEERS
March Volunteer Info:
42 Volunteers
157 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for March:

Anne Morrow
Bob Shoffner

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In March,
884 people participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your
email address to: info@shelbycountyhistory.org




2024 Barns of Shelby County
Calendar and Note Cards on sale now!

BY COUNTY, OHIO

Robert Kroeger has honored us
again with new set of barn paintings!
We have once again created a calendar
and set of 14 note cards.

The proceeds will benefit the
County Wide Historical Alliance which
includes Anna Historic District, Botkins
Note Cards and 2024 Calendar Hjstorical Society, Fort Loramie

$15 EACH Historical Association, the Jackson

. Center Historical Society, and the
All pI‘OCCCdS benefit the Shelby County Historical Society.

County Wide Historical Alliance

These paintings will once again be auctioned off on line at the end of July
during the Shelby County Fair. Stay tuned for further details!

Both are available now at the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave., Sidney.
If you are unable to stop by the museum we can ship to you for an additional $5.
Send your check to: Shelby County Historical Society
P.O. Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365-0376




Little Left of Sidney’s First
Brick-Paved Streets

This article originally appeared in the June 2001 Historical Highlights. The writer,
Terry Lee, was a member of the Shelby County Historical Society’s Board of Trustees at the
time. He grew up in Nelsonville, Ohio, birthplace of many of Sidney’s street bricks. Lee also
Sfurnished the photographs used in this article.

It has been over 100 years since the first street
in Sidney was paved, and the street still partially
remains.

In 1984, although not living in Sidney at the
time, I brought my son to see President Ronald
Reagan as he passed through town on a special train
running on the north-south CSX tracks. While
walking up the hill to the old Sidney railroad depot,

the.re the l:residen.t was  to make one qf his Apa fck
whistlestops” on his campaign for re-election, I
noticed the paving bricks, which had special meaning
to me.

located on the
corner of Poplar and Walnut.

These paving bricks were marked “Nelsonville
Block,” made in the southeast Ohio town in which I
grew up.

Many communities around Ohio and the
surrounding states were paved with the Nelsonville
bricks. Seeing these bricks in Sidney prompted me to
look into the history of the streets in this city.

Council Ordinances Paved the Way

An ordinance was passed by Sidney City
Council in 1873 to fix the streets. This ordinance
related only to graveling the streets, primarily in the
downtown area. Paving came much later. It was on
May 25, 1903, that a resolution “To improve certain
streets by paving them” was passed by the Sidney
mayor and council and appeared in the Sidney
newspaper of May 29, 1903.

One wonders if the introduction of the
automobile to Sidney a couple of years before had
something to do with this budding effort to improve
the town’s streets. A singular event in Sidney on
June 23, 1900, was noted in the Sidney Daily News:

The first automobile ever seen in Sidney
made its appearance last evening and
- R today. It is in charge of B.F. Carter, of
rick paved road in Sidney. Jackson,  Michigan, who is  here

advertising them for a Massachusetts firm.
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He ... created considerable
curiosity as he rode about on the streets as

everybody wanted to see it The
automobile is run by the use of gasoline
and is valued at $750.

The ordinance, according to a June 19, 1903,
newspaper account, would permit paving “... with
brick ... from the railroad company to the feeder of
the Miami and Erie Canal.

Nelsonville is Home of the Pavers

The first bricks used were from Nelsonville,
as the bricks are clearly marked. Nelsonville is
located in southeastern Ohio, approximately 60 miles
southeast of Columbus in the Hocking Valley.

The manufacture of bricks on a commercial
basis started in Nelsonville about 1870. The salt-
glazed brick was made with No. 5 fire clay. The
“Nelsonville Block™” used for Sidney’s streets was a
solid paving brick. Each weighed 10 pounds.

Plant Closed in 1928

The plant that made this type of brick was
closed around 1928.  Other Nelsonville names
imprinted on the bricks were “Hocking Valley,”
“Hallwood,” and the “Star” design brick, which were
made at the same plant. The “Star” brick was a little
flatter than the others and was used primarily for
sidewalks.

Many of the bricks have certain letters
reversed on the imprint. When I asked how this
happened, 1 was told, “It just happened, we were

Abandoned Nelsonville beehive kiln that
was once used to make bricks.

brickmakers, not typesetters.”

Only three kilns, the oven-like structures in
which the bricks were fired, remain in Nelsonville.
These beehive kilns, of course, are made completely
of brick.

The clay around Nelsonville and southeastern
Ohio was conducive for making brick and other clay
products. Other more familiar names of clay products
in the area are Roseville, Logan, and Crooksville.

Paved Over Because of Noise

Most of the brick streets, not only in Sidney
but also in most communities, have been paved over.
The reason for replacing the brick streets was not that
the brick had worn away. This is evident from the
nearly 100-year-old brick street leading to the old
railroad depot. But over the years the streets became
uneven and created too much noise from the tires of
the higher speed vehicles as well as being dangerous,
especially in wet weather.

The “noise” factor is disparaged by some
older area residents who fondly remember the loud,
but comforting, “buzz” of traffic traveling up and
down Orbison Hill.

Expense also became a factor in
maintaining brick streets. In one
community, when the brick street needed
to be taken up for a sewage and water
improvement project, council found the
labor would be $30,000 more for repaving
a one block area with the original brick
than installing a cement or asphalt
surface.
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June 24, 2023
Sidney, OH

June 24,2025

12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Gates open at 10:00 am

Tawawa Par k

12 Tawawa Park Drive, Siclneg, Ohio
(o{{ of State Route 47 E)

Model T Rides
1:00 pm to 5) pm

111  Ab “\‘:

Plenty of Shaded Parking No Entry Fee

Dash Plagues to first 100 cars
Food Available Goody bags for first 190 registered cars

Playgrounds for children Door Prizes (must be present to win)

Craft Vendors 9=
Children's Activities
G
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MAY-1948-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT. (15T)-Sidney and Shelby county voters will
be handed one of the largest and longest party ballots in
years at the primary election Tuesday as they go to the polls
to nominate candidate for state and local offices plus
delegates to the Republican and Democrat presidential
convention. Three Republicans, John Moyer, C. K. Pruden
and Ralph C. Van Horn are seeking the two nominations as
Shelby county Republicans commissioners candidates, E. J.
Garmhausen and Rodney R. Blake are vying for the
Republican prosecuting attorney. Seven Democrats are
listed on the commissioner ballot. They are-Clem ]J.
Bender, Russell Borland, Frank J. DelLoye, S.S. Griffis,
Henry J. Simon, Earl C. Wooddell and Arthur Zimpfer.
Six Democrats seek the sheriff nomination-Harold Faler,
Carl E. Fries, Robert M. Gearhart, George T. Hasbrook,
Chatles R. Reineke Jt., and R. C. Ruese.

SIDNEY (4%)-The local softball picture assumed definite
proportions today after eight teams backed up their
intentions of participating in the 1948 city league derby for
formally filling entry under the deadline of a meeting of
players and mangers, conducted in the editorial offices of
The Sidney Daily News, Monday evening. Satisfaction
were expressed on all sides as the various clubs, including
Harris  Jewelers, Knights of Columbus, Anna, G&H
Sunoco, Liberty Folder, Kettlersville, Smith’s Electric,
Sidney Dairy Products and American Legion drew for
assigned places on the schedule.

SHELBY CT (17TH)-Cub Scout camporee was held last
weekend at Kiser Lake was written into the records today
as an outstanding success. The affair attracted 128 Scouts.
Four patrols received supetior rating for overall camping
skills. They were: Shawnee patrol of troop 92 (Sidney
Presbyterian  church) David Ingland, leader; Tom
Swanders, master. Wolf patrol of troop 92 (Sidney
Presbyterian church) Tom Curtner, leader; Swanders,
master. Beaver patrol of troop 188 (Sidney Methodist
church); Phil Shively, leader, Richard Stewart, master. Fox
patrol of troop 188 (Sidney Methodist church) Ronnie
Barnum, leader; Stewart, master. Roy Satver, chairman of
the Shelby district camping and activities committee,
headed plans for the outing. He was assisted by W. R.
Anders, William Kenton, L. A. Meyer and William Whatley,
of Sidney; Perry Heintz, Jackson Center; C. W. Grilliot,
Anna; and R. W. Pence, Lockington.

FT. LORAMIE (21st)-WILLMAN DEPT. STORE Ft.
Loramie, Ohio. A rural, city store. A place you will enjoy
shopping. We feature Deerwood Groceries. Store open
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday Evenings.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
MAY-1923-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (11%)-The fire department was called to the
Smith foundry on north Main avenue, Monday afternoon.
One of the frame buildings on Shelby street caught fire.
The place was put out without much damage...The fire
department was called to the home of Ollie Darst on
Foraker avenue Friday afternoon on account of the roof of
the house being on fire. The blaze was soon extinguished
by the use of chemicals. A large hole was burned in the
roof entailing a loss of about $200...The fire department
was called to the office of the Sidney Milk Producers
Company, in the Yager building on West avenue about
10PM Sunday night, the entire building was filled with
smoke and was threatened with destruction. The fire had
caught in the small dressing room and gained considerable
headway before it was discovered. Two lines of hose were
laid and the flames soon gotten under control.

PORT JEFFERSON-Don’t forget Mothers Day, Sunday
May 13...Don’t forget Decoration Day will be held at Port
Jetferson this year... Retail Product Markets: Brick cheese,
per Ib. 40¢, Limburger per lb. 40¢, Apples per Ib. 5¢, Fresh
fish per Ib. 30¢, strained honey per Ib. 25¢, Potatoes per pk.
30¢, Equal per 1b.17¢, Butter per Ib. 59¢, Eggs per doz. 23¢.

SIDNEY (20%)-Sunday will be official opening of the
baseball season in Sidney when the strong New Bremen
team will visit the local park. Everything is being prepared
at the park to open in an auspicious manner and fans are
getting anxious due to the late start. The Elks have picked
a strong team to pry off the lid of the season. All of the
teams they have played are the highest grade and they will
give the Elks a real tussle. The Elks will have Wenzel,
Martin and Babb, new faces to local fans, in the line-up, as
well as a pitcher. Howell who has been pitching for the
Elks will very likely draw the assignment although another
pitcher will probably be added to the local force.

Ft. LORAMIE (21st)-WILLMAN DEPT. STORE-Ft
Loramie, Ohio. A rural, city store, a place you will enjoy
shopping. Store Open Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.

SHELBY CT (25%)-Farmers and land holders in the
vicinity of Quincy and DeGraff met at Bellefontaine
Wednesday and formed a defensive organization to combat
the effort to deepen the channel in Muchinippi creek and
the Miami under a petition filed by Frank Strayer, of
Bloomfield township, which also contemplates the removal
of the dam in the river at Quincy which is used for water
power by the Allinger mill at that point. The dredging of
Muchinippi creek and Miami river is a big undertaking,
touching three counties-Logan, Auglaize and Shelby.
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Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep address. The Post Office will not

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of ’ Moving?
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical P Please let us know your new
history alive. We appreciate your generosity. il i forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given  Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos Jack and Kathleen Haslup David and Nancy Russell
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop  Tom and Betsy Salm

Steve and Peg Baker Michael and Jane Jones Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund Paul and Linda Keller Sidney Body Carstar

John Coffield Lacal Equipment, Inc Sidney Electric Company
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc. Sidney Manufacturing Company
Detailed Machining, Inc. Dean and Linda Long Slagle Mechanical Contractors
David and Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Minster Bank Darrell and Faye Spangler
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. John and Marilyn Minton Spot Restaurant

Farmers and Merchants State Bank Dave and Sandy Monnin Sturm Construction, Inc.

William and Karen Feth Mutual Federal Savings Bank Frank Thaman

Ferguson Construction Ohio Living-Dorothy Love The Sidney UPS Store

Flinn Veterinary Clinic Glen and Vanis Phillips US Bank

Freshway Foods Matilda Phlipot Rich and Susan Wallace
Barbara Blake Geuy Bill Ragon Helen Blake Wildermuth

Mindy Geuy Ron & Nita’s Greg and Priscilla Wilt

Matt and Julie Gilardi Dave Ross




