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EXPERIENCE

SHELBY COUNTY
HISTORY

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376

201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Woayne and Karen Gagemeier, Sidney

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

23rd Annual
Graceland Cemetery Tour

Join us for our annual Graceland
Cemetery tour on June 15, 2023. Come
learn about some of the illustrious families
who influenced the development and
growth of Sidney.

When: Thursday, June 15, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.
Location: Graceland Cemetery, South Entrance
This event is free and open to the public!

June 24, 2023
Sidney, OH

The theme this year is “Tea at Tiffany’s”
as an ode to “Breakfast at Tiffany’s.”

Thursday, July 13th
11:30 am to 1:00pm
At the Ross Center, 201 N. Main Ave.

As always there will be a menu filled
with delectable goodies created by our
dedicated tea committee.

ﬂ@/éef Tea
AT TIFFANY'S

THURSDAY JULY 13TH
41:30 AM = 1300 PM

Members 220
Naon-members £22

Tickets are on sale now. Stop by the Ross
Center or give us a call 937-498-1653

Members $20
Non-members $22

Seating is limited, so get your tickets
soon!



Innovation: e

Do you use a Kroger Plus
Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County
Historical Society is excited to
announce that we are still participating
in the Kroger Community Rewards
Program!

Here is what you need to do:
Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s
Card and go to Kroger.com to register
your card. While you are creating your
account, scroll to the bottom where it
says “Community Rewards” and
search for Shelby County Historical
Society. Our organization number is
91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”
What this does:
Now, every time you shop at

“Innovation is a mindset of forward-looking
pepple }rather than a specific mach.ine or invention,” Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a
said Rich Wallace at the opening of the Ross portion of your eligible purchases will
Historical Center’s newest exhibit. That is why the be donated to the Society! It’s that
most amazing growth elements of our city can be easy!
attributed to innovation born of creativity, necessity
and originality.

The Big Four Bridge is an example born of
necessity as the original train route through parts of
Sidney became dangerous for pedestrians and
impossible because of the 1913 flood.

If you were unable to attend the opening you
may catch Rich Wallace on our Facebook page as it

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for May:

Sidney 4th-G&H Sunoco
Port Jefferson-Equal Sweetener 17 ¢

VOLUNTEERS

April Volunteer Info:
32 Volunteers

was recorded live!

Clues found by:
Carole Leffler, John and Ed)rlla Mae Laws, 204 Hours
and Pat Francis Volunteer gift certificate winners for April:
Jane Jones
Carol Meyer

No one found the clues this month. .
Congratulations! Thank you to all our volunteers!

We depend on you! In April, 630 people
The clue will be found ONLY in the participated in SCHS programs.
“Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Pvt. William Morgan:

An African American Civil War Veteran from Sidney

By Gregory K. Holobaugh
As appeared in the Sidney Daily News February 24, 2023
Permission to reprint from Mr. Holobaugh

On Dec. 4, 1918, The Sidney Daily
News reported prominently in its local
section (page 5), that “William Morgan Dies
Suddenly” earlier that day. Further, the paper
explained that Mr. Morgan was a “well
known” African American,

amphibious operations against Fort Fisher in
North Carolina, serving alongside another
famous USCT unit, the 54th Massachusetts
Infantry, which was memorialized in the film
Glory (1989). After the fall of Fort Fisher,

the 27th then marched into

who had “been a resident
for many years ... a
blacksmith at the carriage
factory of Miller & Smith” .~ *
and “a veteran of the Civil j§

* North Carolina with Gen.
William Sherman’s army
and was present at the
surrender of the
Confederate army under

War.” He was 74 years old. | Gen. Joseph Johnston on
William  Morgan  was April 26, 1865. Pvt
buried in  Graceland . Morgan could take pride in
Cemetery, near other Civil |{ Well Kmown Colored Man Dies|fhis Civil War Service.
War veterans, his ‘While Sitting In A Chair This (For more on the 27th, see
memorial reading Morning For Their Own Cause: The
“William Morgan, Co. G, ” 27th United States Colored
27th USC INF”. i b Troops by Kelly Mazurek,

Born in 1844, William M. an aged colored | §P2016). Morgan  was
Morgan was likely a |} ™88, died iy while sitting in\d nyystered out of the Army

member of the hundreds of
Randolph freed slaves that
settled in the Miami Valley

in 1846. In the 1900
Census, Morgan said that
his mother was from:

Virginia, which supports
the idea that he was among '
the freed Randolph slaves
that came to  Ohio.
Sidney’s first black mayor,
James P. Humphrey (1981-'
1987), was a descendant of L

.& chair &t Bis home on Enterprise
avenue about 11 o’clock Wednesday
morning aged about 75 years.“He
Hagq been in failing health for some
time.

The deceased had been a resident
of Sidney for many years., ‘For a
number of years he was employed
‘as a blacksmith at the carriage
factory of Miller & Smith.
 He was a veteran of the Civil
War. A son and daughter residing
in Indiamapolis, survive him.

Arrangements for the funeral
services have not yet been made.

on Sept. 21, 1865.

After the Civil War,
he stayed in Sidney,
getting married in 1881,
and listing his occupation
as blacksmith in the 1900
Census. By the time of his
death, he could reflect that
he had been a participant
in Sidney’s post-Civil War

manufacturing boom,
leading into the 20th
century.

Pvt William

the Randolph slaves.
William  Morgan
enlisted as a private in Company G, 27th
United States Colored Troop (USCT) at
Camp Delaware Ohio on April 5, 1864. The
27th USCT had a proud battle history.
Assigned to General Ulysses S. Grant’s
Army of the Potomac, the 27th guarded
supply trains in the Overland Campaign, and
took part in the longest siege in US history at
Petersburg, Virginia. The 27th charged into
Confederate lines at Battle of the Crater on
July 30, 1864, and was involved in other
bloody battles before Petersburg in the Fall
of 1864. The 27th also was part of

- - —

Morgan deserves to be
remembered for his sacrifices as a Civil War
veteran. In fact, the contributions of Black
American soldiers in the Civil War were
critical to the Union’s success in America’s
bloodiest war, making up about 10% of
Union troops. African Americans were not
just passively freed by the North — many
fought for their freedom!  We should
remember as well that African American
men and women have fought in all of the
nation’s wars. And like Pvt William
Morgan, Shelby County men and women
have always been ready to serve.



Fishing Day 2023

Angie Mentges instructs the
students how to properly side-arm
cast, safely bait their hook, and
remove a fish from the hook. She |

Our volunteers assembled over 300
fishing poles for Sidney and Anna
Schools. Pictured (R to L): Richard
Bailey, Bob Shoftner, Gary Bonifas,
| Dave Russell, Mike Jones, and Mark
Schlagetter.

"7\ Bent Fing
Fly Fishing Camp &
Conservation Awareness

Several students were
very lucky! Today was
catch and release.

It was a peaceful day
on Amos Lake in

supplied all of the fishing poles. Tawawa Park.

These are Anna students.

The Soil and Water Conservation District’s new
Education Coordinator Amanda Hurley teaches the
kids about watershed with hands on activities.

The Antique Tractor Association
gave hay rides to each station.




A Message from Our Director Tilda Phlipot

“WOW?” the first sixteen days in May just
flew by. The SCHS “JUST FOR KIDS” committee
didn’t get too many days off. If they were not hosting
an educational programming, they were loading
equipment, setting up the facilities or making last
minute preparations for the next program.

Though the mission statement of the Shelby
County Historical Society has changed over the years
it has always been centered on educating Shelby
County residents about the rich heritage of Shelby
County. When the Shelby County Historical Society
was reorganized in 1992, that first board of trustees
decided to focus on providing educational materials to
help Shelby County teachers to incorporate local
history into their curriculum. Starting with writing
teachers’ guides, then creating CD-ROMSs, and the
“Museum in A Suitcase” program. The last step of
this process was to create programs where students
could be immersed into a period of time using living
history characters and interactive programs.

Though the “JUST FOR KIDS” committee
provides programming all through the school year.
May is the busiest month during the year. Why do we
focus so much time and resources on the youth of our
community? That answer is easy. It is important for
our children to understand that their ancestors
invested a lot of hard work into creating the best
community they could for their children and
grandchildren. Soon these students will be asked to do
the same for future generations.

This year we partnered again with the Bent
Finger Foundation.  They required students to
complete activities so they can understand how
important clean water is to our community. After the
students have completed these activities, they are
given a tackle box and a fishing pole. The SCHS
“JUST FOR KIDS” committee assembles the fishing
poles and arranges to take the students fishing at
Tawawa Park at the Amos Lake. This year over 300
4™_grade students went fishing. The “JUST FOR
KIDS” committee also partnered with Amanda
Hurley, the educator at the Shelby County Soil and
Water Conservation District, for the students to learn
how important clean water is for the survival of fish
and other wild life in Shelby County. The Antique
Tractor Association provided hay rides to help
students move to different stations. Students’ faces
lighted up as they caught their first fish. Maybe
students were not the only people who learn through
these events. An administrator shared with me that

she had a teacher who was sure most field trips have
no real value but after returning from fishing when
the teacher was asked how the day had gone, she
responded. It was a great event! The students had a
great time and it was well organized.

This year the SCHS “JUST FOR KIDS”
committee traveled to Houston Elementary for
Manufacturing Day. Every student from kindergarten
to sixth grade was given the opportunity to make a
candle holder, along with learning about many
different support elements required to make a
manufacturing facility run smoothly. I had the
opportunity to ask one of the students a few days after
the event if she enjoyed Manufacturing Day. To my
surprised, she cheered “IT WAS AWESOME!” When
I asked her what was her favorite activity? She
responded, “Sawing!” Later I shared this story with
one of the sawing volunteers. He started chuckling
and said you need to share that with all the guys at the
sawing station. This little girl had given them a
memory while she was sawing because completing
the task was not as easy for her as some of the other
children. I surmised that she learned if you work hard
you get a product that you love!

Civil War Educational Day is attended by
almost every eighth grader in Shelby County. This
year the rain loomed over the event. Presenters come
from all over Ohio and one travels from
Wisconsin.  During lunch the committee tries to
spend time with each of the presenters. This year John
Cooper who portrays Abraham Lincoln told the
committee that he “travels all over the state of Ohio
and talks at many educational programs, but none of
them are run as smoothly as yours. In fact I have
given your information out to several organizers and
suggested that they call you to see how they could get
some ideas to help them streamline their education
program.” The rain did invade for just about 30
minutes, but all the events were held, and the cannon
sounded to close the event.

Many teachers complain that teaching history
is pushed out by state testing. These innovative
historical presentations help schools enrich their
history curriculum.

These programs would not happen without the
generous  sponsorships  from the following
organizations: Emerson Climate Technologies, the
Shelby County Community Foundation, the Shelby
County United Way, and the Bent Finger Foundation.
HISTORY DOES MATTER!



Manufacturing Day was designed to help students realize how doing well in school will prepare them for the
future. The day enriches every subject taught in the regular school curriculum by using such creative methods the
students won’t even realize they are learning.

The day contains 12 learning sessions. Each session teaches a part of the manufacturing system from
payroll to transportation. The students are arranged into 12-multi age groups.

The twelve sessions include Human Resources, Purchasing, Payroll, Marketing, Industrial History in Shelby
County, Packaging, Engineering, Manufacturing, Quality Control, Shipping, Warehousing, and Transportation.

-
. Ny
5 g
- » Jane Bailey teaches the | & e
Roger Lentz helps students about warehousing. Dianne Wooddell helps a The students pick up
a child drill his student make a label for boxed candle holders
candle holder. the holder and box. for transportation.

Over 750 8th grade student in Shelby County were invited to Civil War Education Day at the Shelby County
Fairgrounds. Photos: L/R-David Walker portraying Jefferson Davis, portrayal of Elida Rumsey Fowle, and Rory
Rennick as Henry “Box” Brown. Bottom: The highlight of the day is when the reenactors shoot off the cannon!
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JUNE-1948-75 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY ANNE MORROW

SIDNEY (5TH)-You can get variety into your meals by
serving Chocolate Milk. The flavor favored in milk by
young and old alike Chocolate milk, TruMoo and YooHoo
served cold, is refreshing, tastes delicious and satisfies the
appetite. It contains all the food essential proteins,
vitamins, and minerals of regular fresh pasteurized milk,
plus the nutritional advantages added by the chocolate. It’s
mighty economical when you compare it to the price you
pay, pound for pound, for other foods of equal nutritional
value. Let your family enjoy chocolate milk often. Serve it
at meals, and with between meal snacks. Sidney Dairy
Products. N. Miami. Ph. 1700-1. Retail Room Open
Evenings till 10:00. Sundays all day.

SIDNEY-The graduating class of 1933 of Sidney high
school met Friday evening for their 15 year reunion at the
Valley Inn for dinner. Richard Stewart presided over the
evening’s entertainment. Those present and included in
the above picture are Mr. and Mrs. Sam Palmisano, Mr. and
Mrs. Wayne Bell, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eversman, Mr. and
Mrs. John Crusey, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stewart, Mr. and
Mrs. Noel Tke, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Studevant, Mr. and Mzrs.
Chatles Crusey, Mr. and Mrs. Katl Kaser, Mr. and Mrs.
Wilson Lochard, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ingersol, Mr. and Mrs.
Rodney Blake, Mt. and Mrs. Catl Silver, Mr. and Mrs. Mike
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur
Langhorst, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Manning, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Pearson, Warner Burns, Pete Minton and Richard
Schlagetter.

SIDNEY (28TH)-His last trip as a city carrier for the
Sidney post office was made today by Homer Stang, of 518
South Brooklyn avenue as he started on city route four
which covers part of the court house square and the
southern section of the city. Stang is completing over 30
years of service as a city carrier on approximately the same
route but is not leaving the postal service entirely as he is
taking over the duties of rural carrier on route three which
covers Green and Orange townships. This route was
relinquished by William E. Baker the first of this year.
Returning from the army duty, Stang again started at the
Sidney post office on April 1, 1919. Stang figured that he
had walked about 125,000 miles. He has made four trips
daily over the route which is a combination business and
residential route. One trip is made early about the business
district, then a complete trip is made over the entire route,
then a second business district trip plus the final trip over
the entire route. During the last few days, Stang has been
training Chalmers Field to take over the route.

SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT
JUNE-100 Years Ago-1923
Compiled by Dean Morrow

JUNE (159)-The engagement of Miss Carolyn Klipstine
and Mr. Darrell Kah was announced at a lovely party
Monday afternoon at the Klipstine home on south Walnut
avenue, at which the bride-to-be’s mother and sisters, Mrs.
William Klipstine, Sr., Mrs. Thomas Studevant and Mrs.
Roy Klipstine were the hostesses. The guests were
welcomed for an afternoon of bridge, with Mrs. Wilbur J.
Piper winning the pretty high score favor. The home was
attractive for the affair with decorations of large bouquets
of snow balls and spirea, and the dining room where the
announcement was made was a scene of special beauty,
carrying out very effectively, and the color scheme of
yellow and white.

SIDNEY (15TH)-The handsome, new business building
erected by Stanley Bryan; on S. Ohio ave., just south of
Spot, is almost completed and the offices the rapidly being
occupied. The store rooms on the first floor have been
completed since April and are occupied by P. J. Sherer’s
Barber shop, The Atlantic & Pacific Tea co., JTP&A
Frappuccino Java Shop, and the Royal Billiard Parlors.
The second and third floors are fitted up with 30 rooms;
make one of the most up to date office buildings in the
city. On the second floor are the offices of Dr. A. W.
Hobby, Dr. Margaret Wilson, Dr. V. E. Bedford and two
suites unoccupied. The third floor has the offices of S. V.
Wilcutis, W. B. Swonger, Stanley Bryan and other two
suites as yet unoccupied.

SIDNEY (22nd)-The most disastrous wreck that has
occurred on the Western Ohio railroad since the fatal crash
near the Shelby County Infirmary several years ago took
place at the corner of Court street and Walnut avenue at
ten minutes of five o’clock Wednesday morning. As a
result one man is dead, two injured and the occupants of
the two story frame house at the northeast corner of the
crossing had a very narrow escape. Four freight cars
loaded with crushed stone, one car containing tobacco
freight and other merchandise and the motor car were
piled up in a heap. One of the cars and possibly two had
tumbled completely over the head car. After knocking
down the trees, and smashing the trolley pole at the corner,
the end of the first car had crashed through the corner of
the house tearing a big hole in the house. One tree was
uprooted and broken entirely in two. The end of another
tree was driven though the side of the house near one of
the upstairs windows and just escaped hitting the young
son of P. D. Davis, who was sleeping in the room.
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President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Steve and Peg Baker

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund
John Coffield

Continental Express, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc.

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.
Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones
Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean and Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt
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