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SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community and
promote local history”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Jerome Bertke, St. Marys, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Upcoming Events

Join us for a . F . " 5
fascinating =
presentation by a local ./’

jeweler along with a
most delicious menu

created for your pure ,&a,&ﬂ/ es Tea
enjoyment! ,
AT TIEEFANY'S

Tickets are still
available,
but going fast!
Seating is limited.

~ THURSDAY JULY 13TH
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

» Members 220
| Nen -membBers $22

Ross Historical Center
201 N. Main Ave.
ldney, OH 45365

July 13, 2023
11:30 am to 1:00 pm

Members $20
Non Members $22

937-498-1653

Men's Lunch
fy in the Fast Lare!

After a delicious lunch you will be entertained
by Dave and Paul Brautigam who will share stories
about the Shelby County Dragstrip/Pence Dragstrip
and Kettlersville Dragstrip.

When: Thursday, August 17, 2023
11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Where: The Ross Historical Center
Tickets Required: Members $18 - Non Members $20
Tickets available at the Ross Center

Limited Seating Available so call
or stop by today! Shelby County Historical Society @?“

Lune

201 N. Main Ave.
P.O.Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365

937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.ore. EXPERIENCE
RSVP: August 10, 2023 wsw.slwyhiﬂ:yy,g Snalvcooﬁvyv




Parade Season is
in full swing!

First stop:
Jackson

8 Community
Days

Thanks to Richard
“Beetle” Bailey
and Bob Shoffner
for putting the float
back together after
a harsh winter.
Bob is the official
driver.

Your hard work is
much appreciated!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for June:

Sidney Sth-TruMoo and YooHoo
JTP&A Frappuccino Java

The clues were found by:

Julia Young, Glen Phillips,
and Judy Harp

The clue will be found
ONLY in the “Out of
the Past” section.

Cemetery Tour 2023

The 2023 Cemetery Tour is in the books! We
want to thank all the dedicated guides and visitors, it
was a wet one but that didn’t stop us!

A special thank you to our volunteers Rich
Wallace who talked about I.H. Thedieck, William
Wagner, Charles Wyman, Paul Lauterbur, Baby Row;
Julie Gilardi introduced us to Mathias Wagner, B.P.
Wagner, and William C. Wyman; Danny Gutman
spoke about Hermann Tappe; Ken Schlater spoke of
his father Herb Schlater, and Tim Echemann told a
few stories about his father Raphael ‘“Rafe”
Echemann.

VOLUNTEERS

May Volunteer Info:
69 Volunteers
851 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate
winners for May:
Gary Bonifas
Elaine Fitchpatrick
Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you!
In May, 2569 people participated
in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Flosgromt! Roag gatly

Area car enthusiasts had the chance to see classic vehicles from 32 states and Canada when the
Freedom Road Rally stopped in Sidney on June 9 and June 23.

The rally’s event coordinator Scott Dorsey and tour logistics manager Anna Remsberg, both of Sidney,
have led tours for 20 years throughout the Midwest, south and eastern United States, but this is the first one to
include a visit to their hometown.

The rallies unite owners of historic cars by inviting them to follow an itinerary over six days, stopping
at museums, auto collections, and historic sites along the way.

Cars must predate 1974 to participate in the rally. “All kinds of cars show up,” Dorsey said. One of the
most unusual will be a Czechoslovakian Tatra. “There are only 14 of them in the United States. They were
built through the Cold War years, built like airplanes,” Dorsey said. “The people are as fascinating as the cars
are.” He noted that one driver, who has driven in 19 of the 27 rallies, is 90 years old.

Dorsey founded the Freedom Road Rally on a “crazy idea that worked out,” he said. “My father had a
friend in Georgia that talked about going from Georgia to California in a Model A coupe with five people, two
in the front, two in the back, and the little one on the shelf. My father said when he retired, he’d build a car,
and we would go.” Dorsey’s dad died before that could happen, but he left his son all the parts to build a
Model A of his own. Dorsey and his teenage sons completed the Model A roadster pickup and in 2000, made
the trip from Georgia to California. A year later, Dorsey and a few fellow car enthusiasts did a “rally” trip that
Dorsey designed.

That journey was such a success that in 2004, Dorsey founded the Freedom Road Rally, began to
advertise in car magazines, and sold the second trip. “We started with three cars and 11 people, and last year,
we had 130 cars and 270 people (in two trips),” he said. An event staff of eight and year-round staff of two
keep the rallies going. For information about participating in a future rally, visit freedomroadrally.com.

Members of the Freedom Road Rally visited the
Ross Historical Center and the Wallace Learning
and Innovation Center as a part of the Sidney Stop.

Afterwards they took a tour around the downtown
and then picked their own choices for lunch.




Barn Paintings to be Auctioned Off by

County Wide Historical Alliance, Inc.

Last October Robert Kroeger of Cincinnati created 13 Shelby County barn paintings to
raise awareness for historic barn preservation. He then donated them to the Alliance as a
fundraising opportunity. A 2024 calendar and note cards were created with the images of the
paintings. The Alliance is excited to announce the paintings will be going up for auction on-
line during the month of July.

There are an additional six round barn paintings that will be auctioned along with the 13
Shelby County barns.

The paintings will be displayed during the Shelby County Fair July 23-29, 2023. We
will be located in the Traveling Museum that will be parked next to the Community
Foundation Hall. The calendars and sets of 14 note cards will be available for sale for $10
each.

Bidding for the paintings will be open on-line starting July 5™ Visit the website
troykies.hibid.com to view the auction. Opening bids will start at $50, and each subsequent
bid will go up by $5. All proceeds benefit the County Wide Historical Alliance.

The auction will end on Friday, July 28" at 6:30 p.m. The winners of the bids are to
pick up their paintings on Saturday, July 29" between 1 and 3 p.m. at the Traveling Museum
inside the Shelby County Fairgrounds or arrange a pickup at a future time with the Shelby
County Historical Society.

For more information please contact the Shelby County Historical Society,
937-498-1653/info@shelbycountyhistory.org.
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Round Barns
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All the Way from Norway Sheridan County, WY
Deuel County, SD
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Cobbl‘estones
Fairfield County, CT

The Wedding Cake
Decatur County, IN

Rozall’s Round
Allen County, OH




Note Cards and 2024 Calendar
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We Get Mail...

In May we hosted Sidney City and Anna Schools for a day of fishing, and the thankyous
poured in! This is just a small sample! We love making an impact on students!
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JULY 1950
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY-A picture-story on the manufacture of cheese
was presented by Frank Giessler, public relations director
of the Borden company plant at Van Wert, for the Monday
noon meeting of the Rotary club in Hotel Wagner.
Emerson Deam presided at the meeting and introduced the
speaker. One of the important cheeses made at the Van
Wert plant is the famed Liederkrantz cheese which is an
exclusive Borden product. Guests include three Piqua
Rotarians; Dr. George Schroer, of Sidney; and Fred J.
Griffis, of Glen Ridge, N.J.

Sidney (15TH)-An exciting phase of Gitl Scouting in
Sidney will officially open at Brookside on Tuesday
morning at 9:30AM and will be dismissed at 4PM each day.
Under the direction of Mrs. A. J. Breslin, trained supervisor
and her corps of trained volunteers recruited from adults,
leaders, troop committees and friends of Scouting. The
girls are divided into units based on age, interests and
camping experience. Each camper is asked to take a
nosebag lunch, a scrunchie, a blanket or something to sit
on, a drinking cup and sweater. It is also suggested by
camp officials the girls wear blue jeans and anklets. The
fee for day camp is $1.50 per girl, paid in advance.

SIDNEY (18%)-If you were to be the judge of softball
talent in the country, who would you nominate as a
candidate for an All-Star aggregation? It’s not official yet-
but Mortimer the Fan may get a chance to roll out a
combination of his own making if tentative plans, whipped
up at the Sidney Civic association get-to-gether on Monday
evening materialize. While no definite action has been
taken on the All-Star theme, it is currently hoped by all
concerned that such a pattern can be weaved into the
scheme of Sidney’s first annual community picnic,
scheduled to be held at the Shelby county fairgrounds on
Thursday, August 17. Bert Kastan is chairman of the
picnic.

SHELBY CT. Dan Cupid was a “hustler” this year in
Shelby County! He scored 20 more marriages in 1950 than
in 1949 during the so-called “favorite” months of
weddings...the spring, April, May, June. This year’s total is
85 while in 1949 the total was 65.

HARDIN-It’s ever so rare that a person would have to
hunt far and wide to find half dozen cases in the whole
state of Ohio, or perhaps the entire United States. Mr. &
Mrs. A. P. liams are celebrating their 70t wedding
anniversary. Ruthela of Botkins will be 89 and Mr. liams
will be 91. This happy couple was married in Sidney back
in 1880 by Paul Bush, then justice of peace. They have
been Democrats all their lives and have voted at every
presidential election since they were eligible.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JULY -1948
Compiled by Anne Morrow

MAPLEWOOD (2rd)-Mr. & Mrs. Warren Sprague and
son Junior were Sunday dinner guests of Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Mees Jr...Military funeral rites will be conducted
Sunday afternoon in the Methodist church for Corporal
Levon Stockstill Jr., who was killed in the invasion of Iwo
Jima March 1, 1945. Stockstill is the son of Levon
Stockstill Sr. and the late Mrs. Stockstill...Born to Mr. &
Mrs. Harry Anthony Saturday night in Wilson memorial
hospital, a little daughter...Extensive preparation are being
made by the grange for the Fourth of July celebration to be
held July 2, and 3 on the school lawn.

SIDNEY (7%)-VENA’S-Its Cool- It’s Smooth. It’s Smart
and it is in Style. The New Short Hair Do. With a soft
lustrous Permanent. Vena’s Beauty Shoppe. Operators:
Rose Reithman, Shelia Nuss and Vena Kies. Above
Burkhart’s. Phone 1964-1.

SHELBY CT. (10%)-News from the Shelby County Court
House. The New York Central Railroad has asked the
court to grant a judgment of $465.56 with interest at 6%
from July 13, 1946, against William M. Quinn for money
on a shipping account via the New York Central railroad.
The defendant must answer by August 7...Divorce action
is asked by Ralph E. Monroe, of Sidney, against Ella
Louise Monroe, 428 Volusia Avenue, Dayton. He charges
gross neglect of duty and extreme cruelty. The defendant
is charged with refusing to live in Sidney, making unkind
remarks about friends of the plaintiff, and with being a
poor manager of their home.

SIDNEY (12¢)-Hilltop dwellers of the fourth-ward area
were looking forward today toward taking advantage of the
facilities that will soon be available in a brand new
recreational center, which is rapidly nearing completion on
South Walnut avenue, near the Big Four passenger depot.
A dream of long standing, fostered by a relatively small
group of civic-minded individuals swiftly materialized to
distinct reality as the heavy duty grader loaned for the free
by Bill Lipold of B&G Construction Company.
Playground equipment will be installed within the next few
days, thus transforming the one time weed infested patch
into a creditable show place.

SIDNEY (23:9)-An accident was investigated by Sidney
authorities Thursday, one resulting in an order by Sheriff
Truman Pitts for an erection of a stop sign at an
intersection. William A. Ross Jr., 605 North Main Avenue,
Sidney, was involved in an accident, when his car collided
with another driven by Mrs. William C. Couser, Bon Air
drive.  The two vehicles were traveling in opposite
directions on temporary route 47, and collided at the
intersection of Fourth Street and Park avenue.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.
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Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey and Cynthia Preston

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Steve and Peg Baker

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund
John Coffield

Continental Express, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc.

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones
Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean and Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin

Mutual Federal Savings Bank

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




