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EXPERIENCE
i'_*IEILSBYTCCC;Lﬁ‘Qf Join us for a FREE party to
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER celebrate the Big Four Bridge!
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave. Ww? - Wp&f
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 A ——
937-498-1653 October 6:30 PM - History & csX Riverside
info@shelbycountyhistory.or'g 5, 2023 Representatives Park
8 PM - Firework Display &
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1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
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Closed Sundays and Holidays HISTORY 4 -

Come join us on October 5, 2023, as we celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the construction of the Big Four Bridge! This engineering
marvel has dominated the landscape south of Sidney since the 1920's, and
what better way to celebrate that than with a party for the entire community!
This free event will be held at Riverside Park, just north of the bridge.

5:00 PM - Free cake and ice cream will be available (while supplies last).
Boxed dinner from the Bridge Restaurant will be available for

purchase.
6:30 PM - A historical program will be given on the bridge followed by

a speech from CSX Transportation representatives.
8:00 PM - Fireworks will light up the night sky behind the Big Four Bridge

as a finale.

Downtown Ghost Tour

When: Oct. 11 and 12, 2023
Times: 5:30-6:00-6:30-7:00

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County
Historical Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for
tomorrow by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Patty and Terry Latimer, Sidney, OH
Wesley Bacon, Greenville, OH
Mary Duke, Greenwich, CT
John and Judy Andrews, Sidney,

OH
SCHS bY'lz::Iberships U,al Members: $10
Individual Y $25 Non Members: $12
Family - $35 6{1} Students k-12: $8
Friends of the Society - $150 1 5
Tickets on sale NOW!!!

Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

At the Shelby County Historical Society




Rich Wallace Honored with Veteran of the
Year by Shelby County Veterans Services.

-

Shelby County Veterans Services President Judy
B o AR 2 Johnson presents Rich Wallace with Veteran of the Year in
- July. This honor is usually announced at the Shelby
County Fair, but Rich was out of town.

Chris North, executive director of the Shelby
County Veterans Services, recognized the 2023 Shelby
County Veteran of the Year during the Shelby County Fair.

SALES

Wallace, a Navy veteran who served aboard the
USS Hoist, was named the 2023 Veteran of the Year. He
loves history and does speaking engagements about the
Civil War and the history of the Monumental Building,
including the Tablet Room, which honors Shelby County
veterans who died in conflict from the Civil War to present
day.

Wallace wants everyone to wunderstand the
significant roles veterans have played in our history.
Wallace has also partnered with the Shelby County
Veterans Services to provide pro bono legal services for
veterans.

Congratulations Rich!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” han k yo
hidden clues for August: '

Anna 23rd—John & Edna Mae Laws VOLUNTEERS
Wanted—Garbage Disposal July Volunteer Info:
34 Volunteers
The clues were found by: 184 Hours
Mark Deam, John Laws, . . .
Jack and Sue Enders, Phyllis Piper, Volunteer gift certificate winners for
Judy Harp and Glen Phillips July:
Mary Putnam
Dianne Wooddell
The clue will be found ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all our
Out of the Past” section. volunteers! We depend on you! In July,
704 people

participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Did anyone ever wonder how the Big Four
Bridge was named? Did anyone ever think it was
because of the four visible arches that span the road and
river? The name “Big Four” came from the Big Four
Railroads; Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St.
Louis Railway that made up the rail line that used to
run through downtown Sidney. The embankment that
was built for the Big Four started from the east outside
of Pasco. The embankment cut off the water supply
from Mosquito Creek to a mill that was in Pasco, then
went to the west and continued out of town.

The Sidney Feeder Canal came through Sidney
in the mid 1840’s and opened up commercial
opportunities for local businesses and farmers. By
1856, the railroads connected Shelby County to
important northern and southern  markets. Sidney,
with its location along the Great Miami River, was
able to become an early industrial powerhouse by
shipping goods in and out of the county.

T

Shelby Coﬁm}zﬁty_]lig&ljghts in2018.

2
)

4

&f#ﬂ}'»l., ———

The first railroad company to launch a line
through Shelby County was the Bellefontaine and
Indiana. This line would later be called the Big Four.
It would run from east to west. To engineer a
railroad through Sidney was a challenge due to the
natural valley created by the Great Miami River. The
steep grade into and out of the city caused the trains to
maintain a speed to go up the steep grades. I am sure
you have all noticed you come into Sidney from each
direction and have to go downhill.

Coming from the east, the tracks passed through
Pasco and steamed out of what is now
Tawawa Park, then crossed the river behind what was
the old Presbyterian Cemetery, later to be home to the
high school. The tracks ran across Miami Ave., Main
Ave., and Ohio Ave. The train would be required to
maintain speed across those avenues to travel up the
grade and out of town to the west. Now think about the
dangers to pedestrians and buggy traffic on those
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Many people were hurt or killed by the
trains traveling through town at a high rate of speed.
Robert Given of the Sidney Tannery and his sister
Isabella were both killed within a year of each other
while crossing the tracks. Charles Benjamin was
seriously injured after being struck by a train on
Miami Ave.

The Flood of 1913 was maybe the final
reason to relocate the Big Four rail lines. The
swirling waters of the flood washed out parts of the
tracks and disrupted operations. A decision was
|made to relocate the tracks south of town. The
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FIG. 3—DETAILS OF THE BIG FOUR RAILWAY BRIDGE ACROSS THE GREAT MIAMI RIVER AT SIDNEY, OHIO

-~ | bridge project would not be an ordinary one. The
%“Jnew bridge would have to span the width of the
valley and would require 14 miles of embankment.
It was probably the greatest construction project in
the history of Sidney. It was to take two years and
cost over 5 million dollars. The decision to reroute
the railroad from the middle of downtown Sidney
to the south end of town at its present location had
been several years in the making. However, the
Flood of 1913 was certainly the major factor in the

Taken from: Engineering News-Record - Volume 91, No. 15, October 11, 1923.

decision relocate the railroad.




These are the men who worked on the bridge during the 1920s.

tragedy struck on the west side of the structure. In
1924, witnesses heard the shattering of wooden support
braces. The shattering sound was followed by the
collapse of 125 feet of the trestle. Ten loaded gondola
cars tumbled to the ground carrying workers to their
deaths. The death toll was now 4. The next eerie
incident occurred June 24, 1924. An explosion on top
of the Big Four Bridge shattered windows on some of
the homes on the south end of Sidney. Chief O’Leary
investigated and found that the dynamite had been
placed in a leather pouch and placed on the top of the
center span of the bridge directly above 25-A.
Additional explosives were found on the span above
the river. No one was ever arrested, and the crime was
never solved.

We have all heard the story about a worker and
perhaps a mule buried in the Big Four Bridge. Is it

Construction began on the Big Four Bridge in

1921. The Walsh Construction Company of Davenport,
Iowa was in charge of the project. Hundreds of men,
many itinerant laborers, worked on the site. Tons of
earth formed the east and west embankments. Wooden
trestles were built and extended to the center to create
the bridge. Dump or gondola cars were backed across
the trestles to unload tons of earth.

There would be a cost in human lives as well. It
was over 89 years ago that the first death occurred.
Lima resident Henry Snyder was killed and his co-
worker Patrick Fitzgerald was seriously injured in June
of 1922. One of the trestles on the east side of the river
collapsed, sending workers crashing to the ground 100
feet below. A man on the ground narrowly escaped
injury as 4 gondola cars tumbled from the collapsing
trestle. Local residents helped remove debris from the
accident victims. Oddly, a trolley crashed that same
week on the corner of Walnut and Court, killing a man.
It was not a banner week for trains in Sidney. However,
the trestle was rebuilt, and construction continued.

Massive concrete abutments began to take
shape by the end of the year. During the pouring of
these abutments, tragedy struck again. Thomas Schmidt
of Sidney was working on the top of one of the bridge
abutments when he slipped and fell to his death.
Another near tragedy involved a motorist passing under
the bridge while it was still under construction. The
man and his wife were coming from Troy heading
north on 25-A through Sidney on their way to visit their
son in Napoleon, Ohio. The man did not see the
watchman motioning him to stop and didn’t see the
rope stretched across the road until it was too late. The
rope sliced through the top of the auto peeling it back
like a can opener. The rope caught the man under the
chin, nearly causing his death. He lived but was
seriously injured.

Almost a year after Henry Snyder was killed by
a collapsing trestle to the east side of the bridge,

true? Local resident Myron Chambers had skipped
school in the spring of 1923. He remembered sitting
nearby watching the construction proceed. To his
horror Chambers recalled, “I noticed a worker walking
a 2x10 plank across the opening of the arch.” The
worker fell into the concrete as the board flipped up.
An effort was made to save him, but he was gone
Chamber recalled. The worker had fallen down into the
arch where the concrete was being poured. About
twenty minutes later, the process of pouring concrete
began again. Of course, the legend remains and is
perhaps the most known story of the Big Four Bridge.

The massive project consumed 28,000 cubic
yards of concrete and 900 pounds of steel. In addition
to being an engineering marvel, the Big Four Bridge
also serves as a monument to those men, whether
identified or not, who died in its construction. Late at
night as the train rumbles across the top, the whistle
sings out a mournful tune to those men who lost their
lives.



Have you ever been curious about a thing, person, place, or time that you
didn’t know much about? Discoveries here are made every day. There is very
little that we know about some acquisitions. With the space allotted in these
articles, we are going to discover items, places, people, or times that have me as a
new staff member curious on a-day-to day basis. There are many items that have
much historical significance about which I know little. So, while I travel through
this learning process, I want you to read along and discover something curious

with me.

By: Cynthia Preston

A recent donation was [ Sl 1%
made in the form of an Ohio &
Operators’ Pilot Log dated
from July 22, 1949, to Sep.
22, 1952. This item was sent
from Arizona. Now you might
be wondering what this has to
do with Shelby County. Well
this log book belonged to a &
gentleman named Leroy T.
Brown, who lived in Sidney
much of his early life. He was

Ohio Operator’s Pilot Log
July 22, 1949 to September 22, 1952

to return to the family farm
in the 1930’s to try to
revitalize his older
brother’s dream. As a
{result, Korn Field was
 reopened. The flying school
was born and became
¢ significant in pilot training
& | and as a gathering spot for
students and pilots alike.
So, just 3 years after what
seemed like a grand re-

born in 1921 and by 1940, he was g

working as a machinist at Monarch. |
At this point, he was still living with |
his parents on Rauth St., but in Feb.
1942 at 20 years old, he enlisted in
the U.S. Air Force. That same year, &,
he attended Mechanics School at ‘l’
Albuquerque Air Base, New Mexico [#
and received his certificate for
Aircraft Maintenance Mechanic on
November 7. Something else that
was included with this donation was
that certificate.

Now how does this connect

-
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Aerial view of Korn Field
in Jackson Center, Ohio

@ opening, Mr. Brown made his way
to Korn Field for his flight
| instruction.
The Ohio Operators’ Pilot Log
Book kept track of his flight time,
maneuvers and capabilities, as
well as remarks on improvement
from his instructors. This log book
is filled on every page, and each
~ page is signed by the instructor of
~that lesson. This flight instruction
went on until 1952.

Mr. Brown seems to have
lived in Sidney throughout this

time with his small family.

Shelby County with Arizona? It

seems that Mr. Brown returned
home after being stationed in
New Mexico to learn to be a
pilot. Some of you might be
thinking that this seems odd if
you’re not familiar with the
history of our area in that time.
Mr. Brown started flight
instruction on July 22, 1949, at
Korn Field, Jackson Center,
Ohio. This is significant because

RUSSELL REED,  Mecheric S
Captain, Air Corps.

CERTIFICATE OBFPROFICIENCY

Mechanics School

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE MECHANIC

Lt d bl [Creord,
o hool Officer

According to a 1950 census
report, Mr. Brown, his wife,
and their young son lived at
his childhood home with his
mother. Now, not much is to
be found where he went
between then and the end of
his life, but eventually he
resided in Arizona with his
““lfamily and a life full of
significance. =~ “Leroy  T.
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up until 1946, Korn Field was
almost a distant memory for the
family. In 1913, early flight

This certificate of Proficiency was found
folded in the back of the Pilot Log.

Brown, 82, of Phoenix, AZ.
passed away Monday
September 29, 2003. He was

pioneers, Milton and Edward

Korn had been injured in a plane crash that had
ended Milton’s young life. This had left Edward
heartbroken and physically unable to fly. Younger
brother Arlington, however, had made the decision

an Air Force Veteran and
retired from Motorola as a Tool & Die Maker...”
One piece of history can lead us down a
rabbit hole of valuable information unknown before.
Stay curious, my friends.



Van Burren Township'sf|

Kettlersville,

Fireman's 54th
Annual Picnie

the 150th Anniversary of Kettlersville. As a part of the celebration, the Traveling Museum was brought out
along with the history panels about Kettlersville and other Shelby County communities along with several
artifacts.

On July 15, 2023, Van Buren Township celebrated not only the 54th Annual Fireman’s Picnic, but also

Here are a few facts about Kettlersville:

¢

This small community got its name from the family that first cleared
the land and settled here. William Kettler came to America from
Germany in 1845, getting a job on a farm in New Bremen where he
worked until he was able to save enough money to send for the rest
of his family, including his brothers Gottlieb and Christian.

By 1865, William had his own store where he packed pork and
bought and shipped grain. He sold p=
the store, and together with hise
father, bought 160 acres of land |
south of State Route 274, while @&
his brothers bought 230 acres ¢
north of it.
They laid out the first seven lots
and called their settlement [
“Kettlersville.”

By 1874, the community had its
first post office, and two years
later was officially platted.

The artifacts sat in the center of the
Traveling Museum with the walls A trophy from the
y covered in Shelby County history. Kettlersville Dragstrip

A framed Poppe Brothers A collection of photos, postcards
advertisement. and local advertisements.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
SEPTEMBER 1950
Compiled by Anne Morrow

BOTKINS (7TH)-Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Behrns, of
Botkins are announcing the approaching double marriage
service for their daughters, Mary Ann to Timothy A.
Lampert, son of Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Lampert, of
Wapakoneta, and Joyce Elaine, to Charles R. Anthony, son
of Mr. & Mrs. B. V. Anthony, Wapakoneta. The double
wedding will take place at 9:30 o’clock in the morning on
October 12 in Immaculate Conception church, Botkins,
with Father Edwin Richter officiating.

SIDNEY (8th)-An invitation to the general public to
attend the open house Sunday at the Dayton Power and
Light Company’s new service building and substation on
West Campbell road was extended today by H. A. Binkley,
manager of the northern division of the company. Visiting
hours are from 2-7 p.m. Sunday. The $250,000 building
and $425,000 electrical substation and transmission line are
a part of the million and a half dollars program of
rehabilitation which the company has been completing for
the north division.

SIDNEY (16th)-Some unknown pundit once observed
that you’ve got to take the first one in order to win ‘em all.
This sizes up Sidney high school’s grid fortunes for the
time being. The primary item of a hard-to-get unbeaten
record was packaged today by Coach Tom Pierson’s
Yellow Jackets, in the form of an overwhelming 37-6
triumph over Wauseon’s Indians at Julia Lamb field on
Friday evening,.

SIDNEY (21st)-Louie E. Kah is 95 years old today. The
day was marked quietly in the Kah family home. Mr. Kah
was particularly active in agricultural and financial circles
until his retirement. He was serving president of the First
Federal Saving and Loan Association of this city.

NEW YORK-One of the foremost authorities on pajamas
in America said today that pajamas are reaching maturity by
leaving the bedroom to become social garments. The
pajama picture has changed an entire new trend has been
born that will mark 1950 as a landmark in pajama history.
There are pajamas for sleeping, card playing, television
viewing, indoor sports and just plain after dinner relaxing.

NEW KNOXVILLE (27th)-R.H.Kuck, of New
Knoxville, is announcing the recent opening of the
Brookside Dairy Bar and Restaurant, located on route 29 in
New Knoxville. The new restaurant, open from 10:30 a.m.
until midnight daily, features home cooking by Mrs. Tillie
Beickman, with home baked pies and turtle soup, a
specialty. A dairy bar in conjunction with the restaurant
will serve ice cream, malted milks, blizzards, and other

dairy products.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
SEPTEMBER 1913
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY-List of unclaimed letters remaining at the post
office, Sidney Ohio, per ROBT. V. JONES, P.M. for the
week ending August 23, 1913. Apple, W.H., Andrews, H.,
Campbell, John L., Davis, Jennie Bittman, Dominion Iron
and Steel Co., Dorsey, Mrs., Gibson, Mrs. Sadie, Marshall,
Mrs. Edith, Ray PTG.Co.

PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT-DEMOCRATIC-
John Duncan, S. E. Goode, Hudson Gartley, H. L. Brown,
F. J. Huth, L. G. Croft, M. M. Mclntire, Emil C.
Quellhorst, Frank J. Dootley, Ben B. Amann, Zeke
Brautigam, John W. Miller, J. Schuler. REPUBLICAN-
William M. Crozeer, Ed Bland, M. R. Line, James L. Van
Riper.

SIDNEY (9th)-The 55 annual picnic and shoot of the
Shelby County Deer Hunters’ Association will be held at
the fair grounds Tuesday, September 16. There will be life
size targets of deer, bear, snipes and wild turkey. All
contestants must use plain, open sight hunting rifles. This
shoot is limited to actual Deer Hunters. Suitable prizes will
be awarded. Shooting to begin promptly at 1PM. After
the regular shoot other contests may be arranged, and be
open to all rifleman who desire to participate. Ladies
cordially invited.

COUNTY FAIR (19th)-Side shows of questionable
character will be tabooed at county fairs in the future. The
State Agricultural commission so announced Tuesday. It
will exercise its authority by refusing to recognize County
Fair Boards which do not pledge themselves to prohibit
such performances. Since the County Fair Boards may
receive State aid to the amount of the population, and in a
sum not to exceed $800 for their fairs, besides getting
$1500 from the County Treasury provided they have been
recognized by the State commission, it is probable that the
decision of the State Commissioners would be effective.

SIDNEY (24th)-The Openings at Thedieck’s, Pipet’s,
DeWeese’s, The Woman’s Wear Store, Todd’s, Swaillie
Sisters, The Crown and Miss Lantz’s are to be held
Wednesday. Thedieck’s windows as usual allowed the
artistic taste of the decorator, Mr. Rock. The west window
is beautiful. The two large display windows of Piper and
Son were tastefully arranged, the north window showing
some of the handsomest suits in the latest colorings with
hats that match... Mr. Lieberman of Chicago, purchased
The Woman’s Wear Store last spring; and by his
painstaking way and desire to please the ladies and provide
for their wants, he has made his store the most popular
place to buy all the little accessories that go to make up a
well groomed lady.
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Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given  Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos Jack and Kathleen Haslup David and Nancy Russell
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop  Tom and Betsy Salm

Steve and Peg Baker Michael and Jane Jones Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund Paul and Linda Keller Sidney Body Carstar

John Coffield Lacal Equipment, Inc Sidney Electric Company
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc. Sidney Manufacturing Company
Detailed Machining, Inc. Dean and Linda Long Slagle Mechanical Contractors
David and Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Minster Bank Darrell and Faye Spangler
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. John and Marilyn Minton Spot Restaurant

Farmers and Merchants State Bank Dave and Sandy Monnin Sturm Construction, Inc.

William and Karen Feth Mutual Federal Savings Bank Frank Thaman

Ferguson Construction Ohio Living-Dorothy Love The Sidney UPS Store

Flinn Veterinary Clinic Glen and Vanis Phillips US Bank

Freshway Foods Matilda Phlipot Rich and Susan Wallace
Barbara Blake Geuy Bill Ragon Helen Blake Wildermuth

Mindy Geuy Ron & Nita’s Greg and Priscilla Wilt

Matt and Julie Gilardi Dave Ross




