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Welcome 
New Members: 

Diane Milanese, Sidney, OH 
Dale Peterson, Sidney, OH 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

To all our members and friends: 
 Wow. Another great history year in Shelby County! 
Tilda, her staffers Sharon and Jenny and our hundreds of 
volunteers continue to deliver outstanding exhibits and 
programs that truly make history come alive. I remember that 
cold night in January 1993 when we organized our first 
program- not knowing how many people would show up or if 
our community really wanted a historical society. Much has 
happened since then! 
 What excites me most is the future. Your Society is 
involved in an unprecedented partnership with historical groups 
in Anna, Botkins, Fort Loramie Jackson Center and Lake 
Loramie to put a tax levy on the ballot that will raise badly 
needed operating funds for all these communities and ours. We 
are developing joint plans to push the message that the heart 
and soul of a community is its history. It is our task to preserve 
it. Stay tuned for more information! 

We have an outstanding pair of board members who will 
lead us forward beginning this month. Long time volunteers 
Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi will work together to guide 
the board of trustees. We could not be in better hands.  (I also 
just signed on for another three year term on the board. I don’t 
want to miss the fun!) 

Come join us and bring your time and talents! (We also 
accept tithes…) Is Facebook is your passion, you can join us 
there as well!  

Here’s to a great 2012! 

A Note from Rich Wallace:A Note from Rich Wallace:A Note from Rich Wallace:A Note from Rich Wallace:    

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGMEMBERSHIP MEETINGMEMBERSHIP MEETINGMEMBERSHIP MEETING    

January 17, 2012 @ 7:00 p.m. 
The Ross Center 

201 N. Main Ave., Sidney 

All Members are invited to attend 



 

Sidney  

Montage 

This is a close up of our Sidney 
Montage.  It is a wonderful print 

that is perfect for framing and 
hanging on the wall of an office 
or home. Every time you look at 

it you find something new! 
 
 

$15 
 

17.5” x 22.5” 
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VOLUNTEERS 

November Volunteer Info: 
35 Volunteers 

152 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for November: 
Beverly McClain 

Anne Morrow 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In November 1068 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’  
“Out of the Past”   

hidden clues this month: 
1. Sidney 3rd—The first credit cards originated 

in the 1920s.  
2. Sidney 22nd—Matilda McClellan is actually 

our very own Tilda Phlipot  
(She’s really not that old!)  

The clues were found by: Carleen Pettit, 
Roger Lentz, Judy O’Leary, Hank Ver Wayne, 

Phil Wilt, Mark Deam, and Carolyn Haney 

 
 
 

The clues will be found  
ONLY in the  

“Out of the Past” section.  

Letter to the Editor: 
 

Dear Mr. Wallace and Mrs. Phlipot, 
 Thank you is an understatement.  
Your kindness in allowing Darla Cabe to 
use your building to share her “Angels In 
The Attic” Christmas Crafts is something I 
look forward to each year, it always gets the 
spirit of the season flowing. 
 I enjoy seeing the beautiful and 
unique gifts and treasurers that are 
available by local and state artisans. 
 I am an older lady and the beauty of 
your building, this community and the 
buildings history and architecture warms my 
heart.  Thank you for sharing your building 
and the history of Sidney ,Ohio with so 
many people. 
 May you enjoy another blessed 
Christmas Season and a wonderful 2012. 
   Sincerely, 
   E. Norton, Sidney, OH 
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Christmas of YesterYear 2011 
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Up In SmokeUp In SmokeUp In SmokeUp In Smoke    
By: Jennifer GarietyBy: Jennifer GarietyBy: Jennifer GarietyBy: Jennifer Gariety    

 It is well-known that in the recent past, relations between smokers, non-
smokers and cigarette manufacturers have undergone a great transformation.  
Tobacco laws have been enacted and most states have banned smoking in enclosed 
public spaces.  In addition to this legislation, the Food and Drug Administration 
gained the authority to regulate tobacco products in June of 2009.  Many rules and 
regulations are impressed upon tobacco manufacturers in regard to the advertising 
and promotion of their products.  In fact, Phillip Morris USA, the largest tobacco 
company in the U.S., has no advertising or promotional information on its corporate 
website.  Rather, it provides counsel related to the inherent dangers of smoking and 
health-related issues. 
 Not many years ago, Marlboro packaging contained ‘miles’ or ‘points’ which 
could be collected and redeemed for merchandise from an exclusive Marlboro 
catalog.  This practice of enticing tobacco buyers to purchase specific brands is a 
long-time marketing technique which began in the 1870’s.  Manufacturers used a 
variety of incentives, referred to as tobacco premiums, to build brand loyalty among 
the general public.  The above-stated ‘points’ or ‘coupon redemption’ method has 
always been popular.  Also common were instant gratification premiums which came 
in the form of cigar ribbons, trading cards, tin tobacco tags and small fabric squares 
of silk or flannel known as textile inserts.  These premiums became collectors’ items, 
especially the fabric squares which could be sewn into quilts, lap robes or wall 
hangings.  U.S. tobacco companies began inserting textile premiums into their 
packaging between 1906 and 1910 and continued this trend until 1916. 
 Recently, the Shelby County Historical Society added a tobacco flannel wall 
hanging to its collection.  The cloth was collected by Louise Young of Anna, Ohio 
near the turn of the last century.  Mrs. Young obtained the fabric from friends and 
family members in order to create a bed-sized quilt for her son Forest.  Louise didn’t 
gather enough squares to complete her project but maintained the collection during 
her life.  Forest inherited the flannels and in the 1980’s hired a local seamstress to 
create the wall hanging.   Eventually, Forest’s daughter, Doreen Young Fronsoe of 
Arkansas, inherited the quilted art and donated the piece to our historical society this 
past November. 
 The tobacco flannel wall quilt is comprised of over 50 individual premiums.  
Popular subject matter for the textiles included sports, Native American designs, 
universities and flags, all of which are included in this piece.  The quilt contains six 
flannels depicting baseball players, known as felts, from both the National and 
American Leagues, eight university flannels including Yale and Harvard, Indian 
Blanket flannels and a series of both national and international flags.  It is in 
excellent condition and will be unveiled for those who wish to stop by and view the 
piece. 
 Our many thanks go out to Ms. Fronsoe for donating such a unique and 
beautiful piece of Shelby County history.  
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Tobacco Flannel Wall Quilt 

This wall hanging was made from early 1900s  
“Tobacco Flannels” and was recently donated to the  

Shelby County Historical Society  
by Doreen Young Fronsoe of Arkansas. 

The Shelby County Historical Society is always appreciative of artifact donations that  
are fascinating and relevant to Shelby County.  We will preserve these artifacts to the best of our ability 

and share them with the community as often as we can.  If you have an item that may have historical 
significance and you have no one to pass it on to, consider the Shelby County Historical Society. 
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Copied from: 
The Farm Journal Illustrated 

Directory of Shelby County Ohio 

Wilmer Atkinson Co., Philadelphia © 1916 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

125 YEARS AGO – JAN – 1887 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 
SIDNEY (7TH) – The coldest weather of the winter was on 
Monday morning, being 13 degrees below zero…Nicholas 
Thompson, who was book-keeper for I. H. Thedieck, has taken a 
similar position with Abe Herzstam… With this issue of the 
DEMOCRAT we enter upon the 38th year of its existence.  The 
paper has twice as many readers and four times as much local 
news then 10 years ago…Married-Thursday Dec 30th, 1886-Miss 
Ella Sleeter & J. C. Miller…Thursday Dec. 23, 1886, John H. 
Schiff & Miss Loulsa Knasel. 
 

BERLIN (14TH) – Henry Heuke, residing west of town is 
recovering from a severe attack of typhoid fever…A little step 
son of Thomas Neiberg, place his tongue on the iron rail of the 
canal bridge here Monday after watching a Christmas Story, and 
the result was that he could not get it off until hot water was 
poured on the iron to thaw it out for him…Our oil well is 
progressing finely this week.  They are now down about 900 feet.  
Shale gas was struck Tuesday about 711 feet. 
 

SIDNEY (21st) – The Bee Line railway recently purchased 800 
new box cars…Frank Carey and wife, of Turtle Creek township, 
invited the M. E. church choir to hold its regular rehearsal at 
their residence.  The invitation was accepted and the meeting was 
assigned for last Friday evening, singing and diminishing the 
weight of a well filled table. 
 

TWIN OAK – Our school under the management of George 
Martin, is progressing nicely…Sam Fogt, Jos. McFarland & J. J. 
McFarland attended the debate at Botkins last Friday evening and 
report a good time…A small surprise birthday party was given 
for Miss Juanita Hemmert for her 98th birthday today…S. F. Fogt 
received a letter from George Scott, who moved to Kiawa, 
Kansas, a short time ago, and says Mr. Scott likes his new home 
very much.  He also sent Mr. Fogt a pair of Jack rabbit ears 
which measured 7 ½ inches each.  This undoubtedly is a good 
specimen of the Jack rabbits of Kansas. 
 

SIDNEY (28th) – A dancing school has opened in the Burkhart 
hall…There are 8 transactions in real estate this week, amounting 
to $14,874…It will be unlawful to shoot or expose rabbits for 
sale after next Monday.  The penalty ranges from $2-$20.00…
The Citizen’s bank has moved a frame building to Main street, 
opposite the bank, in which it will do business until the 
completion of the new bank building…Marriage licenses were 
this week issued to Thomas Sahtner & Clementine Bates, Oliver 
F. Faler & Minnie C. Phel, F. C. Francis & Mary R. Matheux. 
 

QUINCY – Monday Miss Ritter, of Quincy, met Dr. Hubbell, of 
that village in the post office, and demanded of him a retraction 
of some remarks she claimed he had made about her.  The 
doctor denies making the remarks and says another party had 
done so to injure him.  Miss Ritter would not accept a denial and 
explanation, which he claimed to be able to make, but used a 
cane which she had concealed under her cloak upon him.  Her 
father stood by and when the doctor got out of her reach he 
assaulted the doctor.  This trouble comes from former ill feelings. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 YEARS AGO-JAN-1912 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 
SIDNEY (5TH) – Dr. Wm. Milholland, of this city has bought 
the farm of 250 acres in Desota county, Florida, and will engage 
in the raising of oranges, grape fruit and other tropical fruits.  Dr. 
Miholland will give up the practice of medicine and will move his 
family to Florida in the course of a few weeks.  Dr. Milholland 
has been a resident of this city nearly 25 years during which time 
he has had a large practice. 
 

KETTLERVILLE – Thomas Costolo, Henry Harlammert & 
Gerhard Bruggeman, of Kettlerville, left today for a trip to 
Europe.  They were ticketed over the Hamburg-American Line 
for Hamburg, Germany, by G. H. Dickas, of this city.  From 
there they go to Hanover, Germany, to visit their parents. 
 

OHIO – State Automobile Registrar Shearer has completed the 
classification of statistics which show that Ohio had 45,788 
automobiles last year.  Cuyahoga county led all other with 8,385, 
and Vinton county trailed behind all other with only 8.  Franklin 
county had 2,837, Lucas county 2,178 and Hamilton county 
3,420.  The state Automobile Registrat licensed 71 machines 
from other states. 
 

HOUSTON (19TH) Make haste, get ready for the Shelby county 
fair, tut tut, that’s a slip we used last year, but inasmuch as we 
have mentioned it, may as well give you the dates for 1912.  Our 
fair this year will be Sept. 10, 11, 12 & 13.  Guess this will give all 
ample time to get ready… Oh my, St. Valentine’s day is a coming 
event and it’s a coming rapidly too.  Limit the ugly graphs, make 
it a missive of joy you send to the other person. 
 

SIDNEY – While working in the slaughter house making 
sausage Thursday morning, Milton Bennett accidentally caught 
two of the fingers of his right hand in the cogs of the machine 
with the result that the end of two of his fingers were mashed 
off…The New Ra restaurant which has been closed for the past 
few weeks, will open next Monday for business under new 
management.  Mr. & Mrs. Herman Maute, of Piqua, have come 
to Sidney and will have charge of it.  Mrs. Maute was formerly 
Mollie Reiter, of this city.  The name of the restaurant will be 
changed to the City restaurant…Tomorrow evening is the regular 
meeting of the Sidney Motorcycle Club, and it is hoped every 
member will be on hand.  There will be a speech on tap that the 
members should not miss by “Gaspard O’Gasoline” the gallant 
guardian of the gang’s strong box. 
 

SIDNEY (26th) The Building Committee elected by the 
Brotherhood of the Methodist church and by the Official Board 
has authorized McLaughlin and Hulsken, of Lima, to prepare 
preliminary drawings for the remodeling of the old church 
building, and the building of an addition to face Poplar street.  
The parsonage being moved to the next lot to make room for the 
new part which will be about 70xyo feet.  The drawings are to be 
ready in a few days for final inspection.  These arrangements 
were deemed necessary to care for the increased Sunday school, 
and the demand for separate class rooms for Sunday school 
purposes. 

7 



 

Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi 
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Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Rich Wallace 
Treasurer:        Tom Seving 
Trustees:          Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
                        Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:        Anne & Dean Morrow, Albert Dickas, Sharon Mohrbacher 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 

Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


