
 

Historical Highlights January 2013 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
          

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 

  

 The Shelby County Historical Society would like to thank 
all of our members for the tremendous support by answering 
our call!  Here is a list of our newest members: 
 

Amy Moloney, Sidney, OH 
David and Emily O’Leary, Sidney, OH 
James and Kay Rickey, Sidney, OH 
Andrew Robertson, Sidney, OH 

Doug Aschenbach, Columbus, OH 
Ellen Hoover, Yellow Springs, OH 

Gregg and Sara Hoover, Sidney, OH 
Eddie and Becky Drinnen, Sidney, OH 

Charles and Marianne Randolph, Sidney, OH 
Peggy Reish, Sidney, OH 

Brian and Abby Wagner, Sidney, OH 
Dennis and Barri Grandey, Sidney, OH 
Tom and Terry Cooper, Sidney, OH 

Martin Smith, Niles, OH 
Darin and Renee Davis, Sidney, OH 

 

We hope you continue to support us throughout the new year! 

The Western 

Ohio Railway 

By: Scott Trostel 
 

Available now 
in our gift shop 

and on-line 
$23.00 

$5.00 shipping 

WE NEED YOUR E-MAIL! 
 We would like to be able to contact you regarding 

our programs and exhibits using your e-mail address. 
 Also, in order to avoid our own “fiscal cliff” we are 

trying to cut costs by sending Historical Highlights via 
email. 

 Please send us a quick e-mail so we have you on 
file and let us know if you are interested in receiving 

Historical Highlights electronically.  

Our Web Site 

 By now most of you have checked out our 

newly updated web site.  This is to let you know that 

you can now make a donation, order Society 

products online as well as purchasing a new or a 

renewal membership.   

Find us at www.shelbycountyhistory.org.  
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VOLUNTEERS 

October Volunteer Info: 
37 Volunteers 
258 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for October: 
Tim Bickel 

Nancy Russell 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In October,  917 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue: 

1887-Anna-Randy Wentz wasn’t around then 
1912-Sidney (6th) A Gimcrack is a knick-knack 

 

 
The clue was found by:  

John Laws, Phil Wilt, Phil Salm, 
and Nancy Roettger 

 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!    

Membership Meeting 2013 
 Please join us on Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave. for our annual 
Membership meeting and Board of Trustees Elections. 

Thank you card from Christian Academy School 
Tilda took the kids on a bus tour of Shelby County 
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 So often all we hear is negativity 
about the youth of today.  Though I 
know the young people of our 
community face some real challenges, it 
is my pleasure to tell you that most of 
the students in Shelby County are 
motivated, dedicated, loving, and caring 
people.  I have the great pleasure of 
working with high school students who 
live all over the county as well as some 
who live in bordering counties. 
 How honored I 
am that the National 
Honor Society 
students from Anna 
High School 
volunteer to serve 
our annual Christmas 
dinner, while 
students from the 
National Honor 
Society from Sidney 
High School, the 4-H 
Junior Leaders, and 
the Teachers 
Academy from the 
Upper Valley Career Center all volunteer 
to be student leaders for Pioneer Day.  
Anna FFA members leave school to help 
set up and later come back to clean up 
for Pioneer Day at the fairgrounds.  
There are in addition numerous students 
who complete projects throughout the 
year that support our mission.  These 
students are part of our supportive city 
and county school systems in which the 
administrations and teachers see        
the benefits to the students and their 
respective  communities  of  permitting  

By preserving the Past, By preserving the Past, By preserving the Past, By preserving the Past,     
so we can prepare the Present so we can prepare the Present so we can prepare the Present so we can prepare the Present     

for the Futurefor the Futurefor the Futurefor the Future    
By: Tilda Phlipot 

them to leave school to participate in 
these history-related activities. 
 The Riverside Power Lifters cross 
the county line to lend their help to the 
Shelby County Historical Society and the 
Veterans to DC organizations several 
times a year. Some of you may be 
unaware that the Society owns about 
two hundred American flags on poles, 
many of which remained from the Field 
of Flags.  For the past several years, the 

Riverside Power 
Lifting team has 
gotten up at 3 
a.m. to be in 
Sidney at 5:30 
a.m. to install 
flags along the 
parade route that 
the Veterans to 
DC take to I-75.  
Then these 
students help load 
buses, attend the 
send off program, 
and take down 

the flags before they return to school.  
During the year, they hold several 
fundraisers and donate the proceeds to 
sponsor veterans so they can take the 
trip of their dreams. 
 I first met Scott Stewart, the 
coach of the Riverside Power Lifting 
team, when the Shelby County Historical 
Society joined the effort of bringing the 
Vietnam Wall to Shelby County in 2010.  
In an effort to help ignite community 
interest in the project, we needed help, 
so he and his students placed the sand  

Coach Scott Stewart, Taylor Stevens, Christina Schaffer, 
Zach Stewart, Kyle Plank, Mason Harbour, Dana Bell.  

Not pictured Austin Glasgow. 



 

 Just a few days later, they returned 
to place all the panels back into the truck in 
the same condition as they had arrived.  
Throughout the event these young men and 
women attended programs, played Taps, 
and watched over the wall.  With smiles on 
their faces, they were there to assist every 
time a need arose regardless of the size of 
the task. 
 How honored I was when they asked 
me to attend a thank you get together on 
Sunday, December 9, 2012, hosted by 
Stewart along with his lovely wife Lisa and 
the Riverside Power Lifting Team. They had 

just returned from a World 
Power Lifting competition 
where seven of these 
students had broken world 
records, while several more 
had come home with 
American records.  Each 
member of the audience 
that was composed of their 
sponsors or in my case a 
person for whom they felt a 
special attachment was 
called by name and 

presented a plaque, photo, and thank you 
notes written by the students.  Even a few 
tears were shed.  I felt humbled by being 
honored since I felt that it was I who owed 
all of them a debt of gratitude. 
 During that program, Scott Stewart 
shared, “Working with these students has 
been one of the most rewarding things I 
have ever done.  Every kid just wants to 
belong and feel important.  I feel that all 
kids are special.  I have tried to instill in 
them the importance of respect.  I feel the 
best way to show gratitude is to keep doing 
things that reflect positively on themselves, 
their community, and to become good 
citizens.” 
 In this way, I believe that Coach 
Stewart’s philosophy parallels that of the 
Shelby County Historical Society: By 
Preserving the Past, We can prepare the 
Present, For the Future. 
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bags on the porch of the Ross Historical 
Centers to replicate the bunkered areas in 
South Vietnam.  It was during this first 
project with these students that I witnessed 
how Stewart was instilling within his 
students a sense that no job was too small 
to make it their best. After the students had 
first stacked the sand bags, they took a step 
back to survey their efforts. 
  It took just a few seconds for one 
voice to remark, “Coach, it looks like these 
sand bags might fall on this corner.” 
 To which Stewart calmly asked, “How 
are we going to fix that problem?” Without a 
word, the hardworking 
students tore down the 
sand bags they had 
labored at piling up and 
restacked them.  Again 
the students, both boys 
and girls, surveyed the 
wall, and again a voice 
said, “We have a 
problem on this side.”  
This time there was a 
huddle in the middle of 
the porch, and in 
moments, the sand bags were being 
removed and restacked yet again.  This time 
there was a lot of talking while the bags 
were being laid so that the job would not 
have to be done a fourth time.  Finally, 
those bags stood as tall as the men and 
women they represented, and they 
remained in place until the Power Lifters 
returned at the end of the exhibit to 
dismantle it. 
 I can’t tell you how many people 
during the installation of flags made 
comments about the Riverside Power Lifting 
team taking the leadership of installing the 
rebar across the field and then being 
followed by the Boy and Girl Scouts 
installing the flags.  In so doing, the youth 
of the present honored the past of the 
veterans of our community.  Later when the 
Wall arrived, the Power Lifters took pride in 
holding each panel and making sure that it 
was installed correctly.   
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Christmas of 
YesterYear  
2012 

Photos by James Loos 
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Emerson Elementary 

Whittier Elementary 

Whittier Elementary 

Holy Angels Elementary 
Northwood Elementary 

Photos by Lisa St. Myer 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

JANUARY 1888 – 125 YEARS AGO 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SWANDERS (6) – The boys of Swanders closed the old year 
Saturday night with a jubilee that was likely to have caused them 
more trouble than in their jolly moments they anticipated.  Next 
day they footed the bill for fear of complaint being lodged against 
them. 
 

SIDNEY – A fitting close of holiday week festivities was the 
elegant party given by Mr. and Mrs. James Johnston and daughter 
Kate at their home on New Year’s Eve.  About 75 guests were 
present and the hours passed quickly away until the year 1888 
dawned, when the company dispersed to their own homes. 
 

FYI – This year, for the first and last period we who are now 
living will enjoy the luxury of dating our letters with three 
successive digits alike, viz: 1888.  No year has been so numbered 
since 1777, and none will occur again until 1999. 
 

SIDNEY (20) – There are seven transactions in real estate this 
week, amounting to $13,927.00…A. A. Maxwell has invented a 
wire clothes line.  He has applied for a patent and Sir James 
Dewar has invented the Dewar Flask…E. J. Wagner and W. O. 
Amann, both well known young business men of Sidney, left on 
Tuesday afternoon to attend the annual meeting of the Tri-State 
association of Lumberman, which met in Cincinnati.  Mr. 
Wagner and Amann are lumbermen by proxy.  Mr. Wagner’s 
experience in the business consists chiefly of having driven by log 
yards in winter and sheltered him from the rays of the sun in 
summer by stopping beneath the wide spreading branches of 
some of the handsome shade trees of the Valley City.  Mr. 
Amman is probably better versed in matters pertaining to the 
business, he having received recently many pine boxes containing 
clocks and fiddle strings.  He always made it a point to be present 
when the freight bill was presented. 
 

ANNA – John Zimpfer has a bran new girl at his house…Fogt 
& Bro. have put up 125 tons of 8 inch ice…Birthday wishes go 
out to Master Phillip Psalm who age is not known…L. Kah & 
Co., will soon put in burners, etc., and use crude oil for fuel. 
 

BOTKINS – Andrew Owens, somewhat unfavorably known in 
this vicinity, spent a short time very secretly here last week…
Farmers report that the cold weather, without any snow on the 
ground has a bad effect on the wheat and it is looking badly…
Botkins is to have another factory; Heffleman & McKinnie have 
removed their saw mill from Milrose to this place…The cold 
weather does not seem to check farmers from bringing in grain 
and timber. A number of wagons are in town every day. 
 

SIDNEY (27) – A serious accident as the result of coasting 
happened on Tuesday evening to John Hale, the 17 year old son 
of Mrs. M. Hale, of Sidney.  Young Hale a crowd of boys was 
riding a jumper – a large sled – down the hill at the canal bridge 
in Water street.  The sled ran against the steps at the house of 
Finley Shaw.  Hale was hurled violently against the steps, the 
blow crushing in the breast and breaking three ribs on the left 
side.  One of the broken ribs was thrust into the left lung, and as 
a result the boy is in danger of losing his life.  Several others who 
were on the sled were hurt, but none seriously. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRATE 

100 Years Ago – 1912 – JANUARY 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (3) – The annual holiday reception and ball of the 
Valley City Council, No. 273, United Commercial Travelers, was 
held at the Knights of Columbus hall Friday evening and proved 
to be a very pleasant social affair.  The entertainment committee, 
Ferd A. Amann, Ed. F. Duncan and Louis F. Wagner, had made 
every preparation for the affair and the evening was one of much 
enjoyment. The evening was spent in dancing and cards and at 
about 11PM an elaborate lunch was served…A delightful 
dancing party was given at Sexauer’s hall Friday evening by 
Misses Ruth and Carolyn Klipstine in honor of Miss Mary 
Moreland of Alexandria, Indiana, and Miss Feigar, of Degraff.  
The hall had been beautifully decorated with Christmas greens 
and the hours were merrily spent in dancing.  Light refreshments 
were served during the evening.  Miss Grace Huber, of 
Davenport, Iowa, was an out of town guest. 
 

HARDIN (10) – Abraham Good and wife celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary on New Year’s Day.  They had 
planned to celebrate the event but on account of two of their 
children not being able to be present had given up their plans 
and they were completely surprised when their other sons and 
daughters and heir families came with well filled baskets and at 
noon time the tables were groaning with good things to eat to 
which 30 in number enjoyed this feast.  Those from a distance 
were Wm. Conway and family.  Mrs. James Good and family, 
Frank Good and Family from Piqua, Barney Vocke and wife, of 
Sidney, and John Good and wife.  Mr. and Mrs. Good received 
$25 in gold and other presents from their children.  It is not 
often people celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary that seems 
as spry and youthful as Mr. & Mrs. Good. 
 

MONTRA (17) – At the annual meeting of the Shelby County 
Farmers’ Mutual Insurance Association at Anna January 4, 1913, 
the following officers were elected:  Wm. Heintz of Montra, 
president; Geo. W. Hensel, secretary and treasurer; W. R. Kraft 
director of the organization, is 23 years old and Mr. Heintz is the 
first man to break into the ranks of the first organization. 
 

FT. LORAMIE (24) – Hugh Walkup, local amateur musician, 
has been engaged to play slide trombone with the Minster 
orchestra who furnish the music at the Crescent opera house…
Joseph Henke took 6 first prizes and 3 second prizes at the New 
Bremen Poultry Show with the following breed:  Silver Laced 
Wyandotte’s, Purple Silver Pied, N. C. R. 1 Reds and Mottled 
Ancoras.  Paul Boerger took first prize on Mottled Anconas and 
second prize with White Leghorns…The Moonshiner’s 
Daughter will be played at Brucken hall Saturday evening, Jan. 
25. 
 

CREAM RIDGE (31) – Miss Flossy Hoffman, of near Salem 
church, spent a few days last week with her sister, Mrs. Bessie 
Clark…Miss Lizzie Clark from Sunny Side spent Sunday with 
Miss Hattie Idle…Willie Clark was hauling hay for his father, R. 
T. Clark Wednesday…David Strickland passed through our burg 
Friday…If you want to know anything about the fire going out, 
just ask Henry Idle…Mrs. Lulu Clark was delivering groceries in 
our vicinity Saturday. 
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Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 

Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi 
Vice-President:  Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Rich Wallace 
Treasurer:        Tom Seving 
Trustees:          Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Doug Allinger, Bob Dobras 
                        Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:        Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne & Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Continental Express, Inc.   David and Linda DeVelvis  
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.   
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Matt and Julie Gilardi    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  
Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.  Douglas Millhoff   
Minster Bank   Joel Phillips    Primary Eyecare Associates    Quilts for Keeps  Ross Aluminum 
Foundries   Dave Ross    Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney 
Body Carstar  Sidney Electric    Sidney Manufacturing Company   Sidney Tool & Die  Slagle 
Mechanical Contractors      Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith     Darrell and Faye Spangler     The UPS 
Store         US Bank   Rich & Susan Wallace   Helen Blake Wildermuth   Wilson Memorial 
Hospital      Amy Zorn 


