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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               
 
 

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, 

please  
submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Welcome 
New Members: 

Roger and Judy Mowery, Sidney, OH 
Joe Shreves, Vista, CA 

Sean and Keri Thiel, Westerville, OH 
Jason and Allison DeVelvis, Columbus, OH 
Josh and Meg DeVelvis, Zionsville, IN 
Michael and Kathleen Hayes, Sidney, OH 
Cathy Sherman, Huber Heights, OH 
Mike and Peggy Holt, Sidney, OH 

 
 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 
$300 Legacy Member 

 We are excited in February to be one of the seven small museums in 
the state hosting the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street’s current traveling 
exhibit called “Journey Stories.”  This interactive display will be at Ross 
Historical Center from February 12 to March 7, 2014.  During the day, 
students from Sidney City Schools, all of the county schools, and the private 
schools have been scheduled for docent-led tours that will focus not only on 
the panels but also on the additional displays that will be set up pertaining 
specifically to Shelby County.  After 2:30, the exhibit will be open to the 
public during our regular hours of operation on Monday through Friday from 
1-5 and on Saturday from 9 to noon.  Public docent-led tours may be requested 
by calling Ross at 498-1653, and we will make every effort to accommodate 
you.  However, the display can easily be enjoyed at your leisure without a 
guide. 
 The essence of the exhibit, which is supported by the U.S. Congress in 
conjunction with the Ohio Humanities Council is an examination of 
Americans’ predisposition for mobility dating all the way back to our arrival 
on this continent and extending into our national compulsion to expand our 
frontiers both as individuals and as a nation. The reasons for those impulses, 
“the push and pull” factors that urge us to move on and propel us to a 
particular place are explored within the visually pleasing and often interactive 
display panels. 
 As an adjunct to the exhibit, we at SCHS are seeking to create the first 
history of Shelby County since 1913, when a book written by A.B.C. 
Hitchkock featured the leading citizens.  Our ambitious project seeks to create 
a digital history of those living in Shelby County, both those with multi-
generational roots as well as those newer to our county.  This will be done by 
having residents who wish to do so contact us and set up an appointment for 
an on-camera interview complete with green screen that will allow them to use 
several pictures that help tell the story of a family history.  A project as large 
as this one will, of course, take more than one year, and so we are using the 
exhibit as a springboard for this newest history “publication” that will 
hopefully be capped by the celebration of the bicentennial of Shelby County in 
2019. According to Tilda Phlipot, Executive Director of the Shelby County 
Historical Society, “We are requesting residents and businesses to come tell 
their stories so that over the next five years, we are recording the history of 
Shelby County in a modern yet comprehensive way. This project touches 
everyone, and so we need everyone to help tell our story. Don’t be shy; we 
will help you because each family’s story is important.” To make an 
appointment to discuss recording your family or business history, please call 
the Society at 937-498-1653 or email shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com. 

Journey Stories 
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VOLUNTEERS 

November Volunteer Info: 
  22 Volunteers 

185 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners  

for November: 

Tim Bickel 

Dean Morrow 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you!  In November,  
447 people participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney 2nd: Where do Snowmen go to 
dance? Answer: Snow Balls 

Sidney 12th: Lincoln Logs were not mar-
keted until 1916, Tinker Toys till 1914 

 

The clues were found by: 
Sherry Scully, Nancy Roettger, Carleen 

Pettit, and Carolyn Haney 
 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

Robert Dobras 

 Bob served on the Shelby County Historical Society Board of Trustees for 
over a year and worked specifically on the Strategic Planning Committee, which 
was tasked with helping set the vision of where our mission would take us in the 
next five years. We will miss his business-like approach gained through his 
engineering background and his 30 years at Emerson Climate Technologies in 
Sidney where he had attained the title as Director of Global Supplier Quality. 

The Shelby County Historical Society would like to say a The Shelby County Historical Society would like to say a The Shelby County Historical Society would like to say a The Shelby County Historical Society would like to say a     
special “Goodspecial “Goodspecial “Goodspecial “Good----bye” to some valued volunteers.bye” to some valued volunteers.bye” to some valued volunteers.bye” to some valued volunteers.    

 
    

Joyce and Fred Wells 

 A special place in our hearts belongs to Joyce Wells of Anna, who went 
directly from 32 years in an Anna classroom to the extended classroom of our 
children’s programming at SCHS for the last 10 years.   Along with Tilda 
Phlipot, Lynda Adams, Nancy Junkins, and Cheryl Michael, Joyce laid the 
foundation for the amazing Pioneer Days, Civil War Experience, and the 
“Coming to America” immigration programs that over 850 students from all of 
the county, city, and private schools attend each year. Her dedication, attention 
to detail, and perseverance in making these programs educationally sound and 
well-organized will never be forgotten by those left behind to carry on her 
mission. Truly, she helped make the SCHS mission 

statement come to fruition as a living, breathing reality.  
             True to Joyce’s energetic approach to her volunteer efforts, she 
swept her dear husband Fred right into the fold of volunteer work at SCHS as 
soon as he retired as comptroller at Weaver Bothers in Versailles. Fred 
worked hard at Pioneer Days, hauling golf carts from in Anna to the 
fairgrounds to be used for distribution of student lunches.  And of course, 
once there, Fred would spend the entire day even in October when he was 
not feeling 100%.  These two amazing people will be sorely missed by all of 
us. 
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Thank You 

Volunteers 
 No organization as small as we are and as busy as we are could survive without a faithful group of 
volunteers, who take ideas and help make them reality.  That was certainly true in 2013 for the Shelby 
County Historical Society.  Not only did we have four outstanding Civil War programs and  three different 
exhibits, we had two luncheons and a full-scale Civil War-era dinner.  Shortly after that we launched into our 
annual Graceland Cemetery tour and downtown Ghost Tour, both of which featured more living history 
presenters than ever before.  We are thankful to all for their volunteer efforts.  We had 271 different 
volunteers that worked 5,462 hours assisting the Society to fulfill its mission to keep Shelby County History 
alive.   
 We would like to make a special mention of a few volunteers: Greg and Priscilla Wilt for 
spearheading  our very successful membership drive; Faye Spangler on her tireless efforts in almost all of 
our projects and her leadership on our exhibits;  Jim Loos who has become our resident photographer and 
videographer (at his own expense); Marj Brackney and Elaine Fitchpatrick who are always here and ready to 
serve no  matter how tedious the task; Kathie Woodruff for lending her culinary  and organizational skills to 
make our Civil War dinner a huge success; Debbie Barber for her Civil War veterans research; and all of our 
living history presenters. Our gratitude also to Drew Barber, Tim Bickel, Jim Hall, Rich Wallace, and Dean 
and Anne Morrow for their efforts with the “Out of the Past” columns in the Sidney Daily News and the 
Historical Highlights.  And finally thanks to the hardest working Board of Directors any organization could 
have for their vision, their willingness to get things done, and their continued efforts to keep the Society 
relevant to its membership and community at large. 
 

 *Names that are bolded are members of our Board of Directors. 

Lynda Adams 
Ruth Adams 
Jenna Allen  
Maxine Allen  
Neil Allen  
Robert Allen  

Doug Allinger 

Jan Augenstein 
Gail Austin 
Tommy Austin 
Beth Bailey 
Jane Bailey 
Richard Bailey 
Debbie Barber 
Drew Barber 
Michayla Barga 
Wilma Baumer 
Linda Baurer 
Justine Beard 
Dave Bennett 
Jim Bennett 

Melissa Bennett 
Mike Bensman 
Jane Benson 
Butch Bergmann  
Tim Bickel 
Lola Billiel 
Katie Billing 
Lori Billing 
Doris Boblit 
Joan Boltz 
Sam Boniface 
Madelyn Borchers 
Debbie Bossetti 
Connor Bowers 
Cindy Bowman 
Rue Bowman 
Marjorie Brackney 
Jill Brandt 
Jim Brandt 
Mindy Braun 
Linda Bridges 

Nadine Bryan 
Richard Bryan 
Shanelle Byrd 
Carolyn Campbell 
Jeanette Carter 
Claudia Clawson 
Phyllis Corbin 
Devon Cotterman 
Ann Coverstone 
Bill Davis 
Deb DeBoer 
John DeBoer 
Angie Denmon 
Dave DeVelvis 

Linda DeVelvis 

Barb Ditmer 
Connie Dixon 

Bob Dobras 

Sylvia Dorsey 
Mary Ellen Egbert 
Steve Egbert 

Sarah Eichenauer 
Bill Elsass  
Barb Evans 
Flatham Farley 
Ralph Fearnley 
Jeanine Fierson 
Janet Fischbach 
Elaine Fitchpatrick 
Jason Fox 
Kris Frazier 
Judy Frilling 
Christina Gaerke 
Erin Gaerke 
Jackie Gaier 
Casey Garpiel 
Brooke  Gessler 
Mindy Geuy 

Julie Gilardi  

Matt Gilardi  
Jeff  Gillman  
Barri Grandey 
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Andrea Guckos 
Martha Gump 
Helen Gusching 

Jim Hall 

Jason Hancock 
Arlene Hartings 
Lon Hathaway 
Pat Heckler 
Lola Heintz 
Marianne Helmlinger 
Molly Helmlinger 
Andy Hite 
Amy Holthaus 
Beth Houts 
Sharon Hoying 
Brian Huffman 
Jean Hutchins 
Matt Jackson 
Tennile Jackson 
Coila Johns 
Debbie Johnson 
Ann Jolin 
Irene Jones 
Jane Jones 
Mike Jones 
John Kaiser 
Farrel Kaplin 
Deb Kaufman 
Jerry Kaufman 
Jane Kaufman 
Lynn Kearns 
Kathy Keith 
Elanor Kessler 
Bob Kindred 
Karen Kiss 
Morgan Knasel 
Steve Knouff 
Janet Landis 
Ben Langdon 
Cordial Larenda 
Edna Mae Laws 
John Laws 
Sylvia Lehmkuhl 
Brandon Lemmon 
John Lenhart 
Katie Lentz 

Roger Lentz 
Doris LeVan 
Rachel Littleton 
Steve Littleton 
Jim Liggett 

Don Lochard 

Alma Long  
Perry Long  
Ruby Long  
Jim Loos 
Janell Lowery 
Colleen Lumpkin 
Melissa Luthman 
Kyle Lyons 
Alex Madigan 
Lupe Marruffo 
Nancy Martin  
Tim Martin  
Jacob Masters 
Janice Maxson 
Peggy May 
Amelia McCarthy 
Beverly McClain 
Blanche McClain 
Ken McElroy 
Lesley McKinstry 
Katie McMillian 
Ryan McNabb 
Betty Metz 
Becky Michael  
Cheryl Michael   
Devin Miles 
Anita Miller  
Kay Miller  
Herb Minchew 
Beverly Mintchell 
Gary Mintchell 
Ian Mohrbacher 
Anne Morrow 
Dean Morrow  
Keith Motter 
Connie Muhlenkamp 
Lois Nagel 
Holly Neves 
Ken New 
Lisa O'Connor 

Jill O'Leary 

Maryann Olding 

Betsy O'Neill 
Marsha Osborne 
Vicki Peltier 
Mike Pence 
Joyce Peters 
David Petersime 
Curtis Petrin 

Carleen Pettit 

Clarence Pfaadt  
Miriam Pfaadt  
Vera Piper 
Tracy Platfoot 
Karen Potts 
Jody Prater 
Ray Prater 
Marian Price 
Charlotte Puthoff 
Jeanne  Putnam 
Ivannia Ratermann 
Josh Reck 
Sandy Reck 
Chris Rehfus 
J. Reinhardt 
Carol Robinson 
Harold Roeth 
Luella Roeth 
Nancy Roettger 
Tina Rogers 
Marie Russell  
Nancy Russell  
Rob Russell  
Sushama Sathe 
Leisa Saunders 
Karen Sayre 
Jason Scharenberg 
Jeanne Schlagetter 
Wendy  Schlenker 
Mindy Schmitmeyer 
Michelle Schneider 
Rusty Schwepe 
Luke Schwieterman 
Amanda Seger 
Bill Sell 

Tom Seving 

Penny Seyer 
Chloe Sherman 
Stephanie Roth 
Penny Shoffner 
Connie Smith  
Jill Smith 
Tom Smith 

Faye Spangler 

Phil Spangler 
Sue Spangler 
Patti Speelman 
Austin Spradlin 
Lisa St. Meyer 
Aaron Stallings 
Ryan Stallings 
Dave Stang 
Louise Stang 
Karen Stockstill 
Tina Strasser 
Lindsey Sturwold 
Frank Thaman 
Steve Thaman 
Marilyn Thompson 
Karen Turner 
Jenny Van Matre 
Drew Vonderhovel 
Jacque Vonderhovel 
Jane Wahl 
Charlotte Wallace 

Rich Wallace 

Emerson Watkins 
Carolyn Wavrin 
Ruth Weber 
Fred Wells 
Joyce Wells 
Bonnie Wenrick 
Carol Wentz 
Amy Wildermuth 
Jean Wildermuth 
Greg Wilt 
Priscilla Wilt 
Donna Wirz 
Tyler Wiseman 
Kathie Woodruff 
Lee Woodruff 
Paul Workman 
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Christmas of Yesteryear Christmas of Yesteryear Christmas of Yesteryear Christmas of Yesteryear     
Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House    

2013201320132013    

Photos by James Loos 
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 Once again, the Shelby County Historical Society is proud to 
have touched the lives of over 10,000 students during various 
educational programs this year.  We know that by helping these 
students to understand the past we are preparing them to face the 
challenges of the future.  However, our ability to tell the story of our 
county’s great history and to touch these children’s lives is in 
jeopardy.  While we are always as frugal as possible, our efforts now 
more than ever will be contingent on the support of our friends. 
 We are very thankful for your support of the SCHS.  As you 
know, the success of our Society depends greatly on the funds 
generated from our memberships and donations.  To help us continue 
to bring Shelby County history alive, we would ask that you consider 
upgrading your membership to the next level.  Beyond the individual/
family level, we offer Friends of the Society at $150, which would 

enable you to come to private exhibit tours and a thank you luncheon; and Legacy Partners at $300, 
which would include the above benefits plus your name or business name on the back of every newsletter 
and two tickets to our annual holiday dinner. 
 We thank you for your consideration of our request and wish you a very prosperous New Year! 



 

Shelby County Democrat 
Jan-1939-75 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

PEMBERTON (6th) - Born to Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Brown a 10 ¼ pound girl.  She has been named Beverly 
Ann…Born to Mr. and Mrs. Dick Adams, a 6 pound boy.  
He has been named Richard. 
 

SIDNEY (13th) - Eight new Boy Scouts received their 
badges and credentials at ceremonies Sunday afternoon at 
the St. John’s Lutheran church.  Their names are Richard 
Abbott, Hugh Albers, Lawrence W. Castle, Elmer Crusey 
Jr., Donald E. Packer, Ned Schurr, Robert Stump, Carl 
Timens and John Yeager.  A charger was presented to Rev. 
H. W. Swinehart for the newly organized troop to be 
known as Troop 94, of the Dayton Miami Valley Council 
of the Boy Scouts of American, by Chas Whitcomb, field 
executive of Shelby county.  After dedicating themselves to 
the Scout oath and law, the boys received their badges 
from the hands of their parents, and was presented their 
credentials of membership from Richard Schlagetter, 
scoutmaster…Mr. and Mrs. William T. Amos, bride and 
bridegroom of early October, were honored at a dinner 
party given Wednesday evening in their new home at 522 
North West avenue, by the entire staff of the Sidney Daily 
News.  Mrs. Amos was the former Miss Dorothy 
Rotenberger of Frankfort, Ind.  The traditional custom of 
the News force was carried out in the plans for the party 
with an elaborate dinner menu served in buffet style. 
 

SIDNEY (27th) – The installation of a unit for the 
handling of Birdseye frozen foods has been completed in 
Minton’s new market and a consultant from the processor 
will be at the local store on Saturday and Monday to point 
out the advantages of these frozen foods.  Minton’s market 
is one of the first grocers in this vicinity to offer this 
service.  The method of fresh freezing was discovered by 
Clarence Birdseye while in Laborador when he noted that 
the flavor of foods could be retained indefinitely when fast 
frozen and kept frozen.  Fruits and vegetables, including 
delightful items which are ordinarily out of season, are 
readily available through this method and are already 
cleaned and trimmed so there is no waste.  This gives 
considerable more latitude to the housewife in planning her 
meal…Sidney’s chief of police, Wm. O’Leary, today starts 
his 45th year of service in the local department and is 
receiving congratulations from his hundreds of friends over 
the city.  During the 44 years he has been “on the force,” 
Bill has served as chief of police for 40 years which is an 
enviable record for any peace officer of the state.  He has 
been off duty only 15 weeks due to illness during this time, 
never took a vacation and proudly asserts he has never hit a 
man with his black jack nor had to pull his gun.  

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

Jan – 1914 – 100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (2) - The growth of Sidney during the past year 
has been most phenomenal.  Besides the erection of over 
one hundred private residences, the public improvements 
of very substantial character have amounted in the vicinity 
of $300,000, all of which our citizens have a right to be 
very proud of.  The beginning of the year is a good time to 
make new resolutions, and in view of the progress of the 
past year, these new resolutions should be not only made 
but put into practice throughout the whole of the year 
1914.  Don’t forget them.  Every citizen of Sidney should 
join in the effort to make a greater and better Sidney in 
1914.  
 

HOUSTON - Whereas, the farmer’s wife is his partner in 
all things and whereas her property is subject to taxation 
and she subject to punishment if she violates law, and 
whereas we believe that taxation without representation is 
tyranny and that just governments derive their powers 
from the consent of the governed.  Be it resolved that the 
Farmers’ Institute of Houston in session at school house is 
in favor of granting to women the same political rights that 
men enjoy. 
 

ORAN - Edward Harp and wife spent Christmas day with 
David Swob and wife… LOST-A handsome doll, 
somewhere between the home of John Swob Jr. and the 
John Blanchard home.  Finder please returns to the Swob 
home as the little daughter is anxious to receive the 
Christmas present. 
 

FT. LORAMIE (9th) - W. J. Sherman succeeds A. D. 
Kuck to the office of Mayor of Ft. Loramie, a good official 
superseding a good one.  Ex-Mayor Kuck did his work 
nobly for two years.  We wish him Godspeed and success. 
 

ANNA (16th) - Applicants for postmaster of Anna and 
Jackson Center, fourth class post offices in Shelby County, 
may now begin studying up for an examination to be held 
in Sidney February 29th.  The order for the examination 
requires competitive examinations in all fourth class post-
offices at which the annual compensation is $180 or more 
and at which the present incumbent was not appointed 
under the civil service regulations.  This excludes Botkins, 
Ft. Loramie and Port Jefferson for which offices 
examinations have been held and leaves Anna and Jackson 
Center the only offices in Shelby County.  Any person in 
the state can take the examination and applications blanks 
can be secured at the Sidney post office or at the offices to 
be filled or from the civil service commission at 
Washington. 
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Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to 
miss an issue of Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall      Secretary: Rich Wallace  
Treasurer: Tom Seving        Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Doug Allinger, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, Carleen Pettit, and Faye Spangler 
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jennifer Gariety, and Dr. Steve Littleton 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Doug Allinger  Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.   Jon Baker  Peg & Steve Baker  Drew and Debbie Barber  Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund  Continental Express, Inc.  David & Linda DeVelvis  Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning  Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.  William & Karen Feth  Ferguson 
Construction  Freshway Foods  Matt & Julie Gilardi  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Richard & Virginia 
Henke   Helman Brothers Body Shop   Michael and Jane Jones   Paul and Linda Keller   Koenig Equipment, Inc    Lacal 
Equipment, Inc.  Lochard, Inc.  Douglas Millhoff  Minster Bank  John Minton  Primary Eyecare Associates  Ron & Nita’s  
Ross Aluminum Foundries  Dave Ross  Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc  Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker  
Roger & Pamela Shoffner  Sidney Body Carstar  Sidney Electric  Sidney Manufacturing Company  Sidney Tool & Die  Slagle 
Mechanical Contractors  Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith Darrell & Faye Spangler  The UPS Store  US Bank  Rich & Susan Wallace  
Helen Blake Wildermuth  Wilson Memorial Hospital  Greg & Priscilla Wilt  Amy Zorn 


