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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com
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Welcome New Members:
Kendra Krouskop-Smith, Sidney, OH
Kathy Breymaier, Littleton, CO
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Sidney’s First Waterworks
By: J. Gariety
I recently viewed a collection of photographs which was donated by Mr.
John Minton. One of the images is of a lovely brick building that I in-
stantly recognized, as I had often admired it in passing. It is located on
the west side of N. Brooklyn Ave., flanking the Great Miami River east
of Sidney’s downtown The photograph is entltled F irst Shelby Counly
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Historical Society in 1993. 1 hadn’t know this tidbit of information and
found it very interesting. Upon further inspection I realized that I had
seen the Shelby County Historical Society sign on the building as it is
part of our object collection.

The sign reads
“water/light plant” at
ﬁhglhy Cnun—l- - | | the bottom with the
date of 1873.

WW 3 W Thus, I became even

{1} more interested in

WATER . LlGHT PLANT 1} the history of the
o 18713 G~> B structure.y

Continued on pg. 4




You know gou’re from Sidneg, OH IE.

The Ross Historical Center was the location of the first “Meet and Greet” for the Facebook page called “You Know
You're from Sidneg, OHIFE.” Held on December 5th, the house was filled with over 30 members. Most of these folks were

meeting for the first time. The 8roup's mission: “The purpose of the group is to share, promote, remember, and post pictures of

our wonderful citg....SIDNEY OHIO, ALL AMERICAN CITYyr
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Event coordinators and Facebook page
administrator: Ed Kolley, Leroy Beard,
Robin Laughlin, and Kathy Mullins.
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Participants: Marissa Propps, Margie Derguson, Ed
Kolley, Anne Morrow, and Sharon Mohrbacher

Participants:
Belinda Hemp,
Mark Deam, and
Nancy Steinke.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”

hidden clues:
Houston 16th-lan Mohrbacher is the son

of Sharon Mohrbacher, our YOLUNTEERS

Administrative Assistant. November Volunteer InfO'
Anna-Inn Between wasn’t around in 1914 '

50 Volunteers
The clues were found by: 258 Hours
Donna Locker, Karen VerWayne, Delane Tyler,
Sherry Scully, Phil Wilt Volunteer gift certificate winners for
November:

Elaine Fitchpatrick

The clue will be found ONLY in the Marianne Helmlinger

“Out of the Past” section.
Congratulations! Thank you to all our volun-
teers! We depend on you! In November, 1296

people participated in SCHS programs.
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Brother and sister show off their
gingerbread house creations.

Everyone gathers around the
clay ornament station.

| Society helper Kathie Woodruff
passes out pottery made on the
pottery wheel while “Mrs. Santa”
Linda DeVelvis answers
questions in the background.




Continued from pg. 1
I turned to the 1883 History of Shelby County Ohio to see what I could learn about Sidney’s water works. The
entry was written ten years after the building was constructed:

The officers of the incorporated village of Sidney, feeling the necessity of a better protection against the de-
struction of property by fire, took into consideration the purchase of a fire engine of some kind. After investi-
gating the utility of different kinds of engines and appliances used for extinguishing fires, they believed that
waterworks would be of the greatest utility to the town, not only as a protection against fire, but for street and
household purposes. Accordingly, in the winter or spring of 1873, they made an arrangement and entered into
a contract with B.W. Maxwell to furnish the water for said works for a term of fifteen years at $800.00 per
vear. Said Maxwell agreeing to furnish the full capacity of Mosquito Creek, a stream largely supported by
springs. (Mr. Maxwell owned a gristmill on the creek just north of the location chosen for the waterworks.)
The supply of water is sustained by two reservoirs, which are supposed to hold a supply for every emergency.

An agreement was made with the Holly Manufacturing Co. of
Lockport, N.Y. to furnish two engines and water-wheels, with all
the necessary machinery for the same, for the sum of $10,000.00,
they agreeing that the engines should have the power and capac-
ity to throw four one and a half inch streams of water over the
highest building in the town of Sidney.

Holly Manufacturing Company Circa 1880

A brick building was erected on the bank of the Miami River for

the works. The works were put in complete and pipes laid in the
fall of 1873. After the completion of the works a test was made;

four streams were thrown over the Taylor Building and the spire
of the Presbyterian Church. The works stood the test, proved sat- "=
isfactory and were accepted.

http://Lockporteave.com/holly-manufacturing/

Further research revealed that the building was added to
the Ohio Historic
Inventory in 1977
and was nomi-
. nated for the Na-
i tional Register of
- Historic Places in
1978. The nomi-
nation, prepared
by current SCHS
board member
& Mary Ann Old-
“"  ing, was success-
4 ful due to signifi-
~ cance in architec-
ture, engineering
and invention.
While the building appears to be a 1 72 story structure when viewed
from Brooklyn Ave., in actuality it was constructed as 3 % stories. Ac-
cording to the nomination, the race (waterway) connecting a water reser-
voir on the east side of Brooklyn Ave. and the Great Miami River ran
through the lowest level of the building. Machinery located on the 2™
lowest level was powered by the water running through the machinery
on the lowest level. The upper one and one half stories were the
4living quarters of the waterworks operator. Located at the northeast corner of Novth St. § Miaml Ave.

was Located at the northeast corner of Poplar St. § Main Ave.
Denmolished April 07, 2011

FIRST PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH. Siduey Olio
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From the Nomination Form: Aot bes)
Engineers came to Sidney in 1872 to explain the operation of a water- 7% Lntd My /845
works plant to citizens who felt its installation would mean bankruptcy
for the town. Un-
'mmv’e"m"e':“‘si:;:f}.'wmm usual advantages
No. 114,571, Patestad Way 9, 1871, such as a riverside
location, access to
Mosquito Creek and
the sustainability of
the terrain for build-
ing a reservoir were
cited. After much
discussion and a vote
by the people, the
Holly Manufacturing
Co., Lockport, N.Y.,
prepared the plans
and specifications for
the work. The Holly
Water Works System,
consisting of four
Holly piston pumps, a  nttps:/ /viww.google.com/patents/ US4 0567

l‘wenty-inch James dg=)ames+Leffel +Wheelghl=engsa=Xgel=91lYVPe
CPP SBWYCRBOSVEN=0CRE €
Leffel UCPPIMSASBAY CRBYEVE REABWAA
No. 660,282, Patented Oct. 23, 1900,
wheel F. TRUMP.
WATER WHEEL,
and a ten [Asplication et Ape. 13, 1000,)
(Mo Model.)
https://www.google.com/patents/US114 5712 -inch &,
dg=Thomas+Leffel +Wheel§hl=en§sn=Xgel=N4mYVM& Thomas = P
AFcflsATVooHIAgEVEd =0CBEREAEWAA
fleATvgoHIAGS Leffel

wheel, was installed. A reservoir that held between
800,000 and a million gallons of water was built and the
laying of three railroad carloads of 92 tons of water pipes
was done by hand by a crew of 50 men. The water pres-
sure, expected to be at least 40 pounds, evened out after
two days at 120 pounds when the system was put into ef-
fect on September 9, 1873.
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In 1888 the lease with Benjamin Maxwell expired. The
city built a new water plant and tower further north and
the old water plant was later sold to Louis Kah. Kah op-
erated a hydroelectric plant which served fewer than a
dozen customers until the property was deeded to the Sid-
ney Electric Light Co. in 1899. It seems that this plant
was used as a booster by the municipal power company,
and during Kah’s ownership, the Trump Water Wheel

(Trump Manufacturing Co., Springfield, Ohio, Patent No. =

660282 issued October 23, 1900) was installed. Water ) % % \
flowed from the reservoir on the east under Brooklyn Ave. f— ]
through the turbine and discharged into the Miani River e [ —_— |
via the race. The water turbine turned a pulley which CZz_;m,J Oblbo oy T %%
turned a generator to produce the electricity. Steam tur- " lwo. Sl : BN

bine power came to Sidney in 1914.
http://www.google.com/patents/USEe0282 5



While nomination to the National Register was taking place, the building served as a private residence. It
was owned by Mr. Ross Driskell of Sidney and was occupied by Mr. Ricky Driskell. The nomination form
notes that plans were underway for the Shelby County Historical Society to acquire the building in 1978.
According to city directories, the building was vacant in 1980/81 but was the new home of the historical so-
ciety by 1982. In April of 1998 the society secured

their current home on N. Main St. The grand open-

ing at our current location was held on January 19,

2000.

Current Images of Sidney’s
First Waterworks:

Northern elevation

Southern elevation

For additional information about Sidney’s first wa-
terworks, see the article Excelsior of Life in Sidney
authored by Albert B. Dickas, Ph.D. in the June
2011 issue of Historical Highlights. (Digital copy
available upon request)

West / Rear elevation depicting the building’s 3 1/2 stories
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS

JANUARY - 1940 - 75 - Yrs. Ago
Anne Motrow
SIDNEY (6%) FOR SALE — 1938 Pontiac Deluxe Four-
Door Sedan. Dark blue finish. Mohair upholstering, radio,
heater, defroster, deluxe equipment. Easy G.N.A.C. terms.
A. G. Langhorst, north Dixie highway, Sidney Ohio...
Thinking of building? Then look at the lot at the corner of
Chestnut and Dootley streets. If interested call Canal 1633
or 329 south Ohio avenue...23 bushels of yellow popcorn
that will pop. Lewis P. Metz, Quincy Ohio, rural route
one...

SIDNEY (8%) Did you know that on the shelves of the
Sidney Public Library are at least eight children’s books
written by a former Shelby county resident, now known as
one of the outstanding illustrators of juvenile books and a
leading author of stories for children? She is Lois Lenski
(Mzs. Arthur Convey), a resident of Anna during her eatly
years and a graduate of Sidney high school. Her father, the
late Dr. Lenski, was pastoring for many years at the Anna
St. Jacob’s Lutheran church. He was later a professor at
Capital university in Columbus and for all of his latter years
the dean of the Theological seminary of the university.
Some books listed in her name are: Ocean Bound Mary,
The Little Airplane, Puff N Toot, Skipping Village, Bound
Girl of Cobble Hill, Jack Horner Pie, Two Brothers and
their Animal Friends and The Washington Picture Book.

MINSTER (12TH) Henry Ritter, 63, who became a
millionaire as a manufacturer of cigar boxes after starting in
an abandoned stable here in 1905, is dead at Detroit from
pneumonia, relatives here were informed. Ritter moved his
plant from here to Deshler in 1911 and later went to
Detroit. He sold his business and leased his factory
building to Autocrat Box Co., of Lima, in 1938. Disliking
school, he quit at the age of 12 and started working. His
youth was spent as a structural steel worker. Ritter had
extensive real estate holdings and industrial interests in
Detroit. His mother, Mrs. Daniel Ritter, resides in Minster
as do the following brothers and sisters. John and Joseph
Ritter, Mrs. Frank Troring, Mrs. John Woehrmyer and Mrs.
J. H. Woehrmyer.

SIDNEY (15TH) January 20 is the last day to purchase dog
registration tags without penalty, is the announcement
coming from Auditor Arthur Billing today. The
registration fee is one dollar for each male and spayed
female dog and three dollars for each unsprayed female
dog, owned, kept or harbored by the applicant, he said. If
such application is not filed and the fee paid on or before
January 20, he warned that the county auditor shall assess a
penalty of one dollar upon such owner which must be paid
with the registration fee.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
JANUARY —-1915 - 100 Yrs. Ago
Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (1st) At eight o’clock Saturday morning a quiet
wedding was solemnized in the Presbyterian church,-which
comes as a great surprise to their many friends. Miss Laura
Griffis and Mr. Frank Jenkins were united in marriage at 8
o’clock with Rev. W. B. Love officiating, the impressive
Presbyterian ring ceremony being used.  They were
attended by Miss Carolyne Griffis, a sister of the bride, and
Mr. Roy DeWeese, a student of the Ohio State University
of Columbus. The bride wore a beautiful traveling suit of
green with hat to match. The young people are both
popular people of this city. The bride is the daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. B. W. Griffis and has a large circle of friends.
She was a popular member of a number of clubs and other
societies of Sidney. The groom is the only son of Mr. &
Mrs. Frank Jenkins, who resides a short distance east of
Sidney, and is a very prosperous young farmer...Little
Lowell Buck and Florence Eshman, aged about 8 years,
had a narrow escape Saturday afternoon while coasting on
south Miami avenue. The girls coasted out of the alley onto
the street just as an auto came along. The auto passed over
the Buck girl. She was immediately taken to a physician’s
office by the young men who were in the auto, where it
was found that she was not seriously injured...A sled
collided with a buggy at the foot of the stand pipe hill
Monday morning while a number of boys were coasting.
The occupant of the sled was not seriously injured but the
accident created considerable excitement at the time.

SIDNEY (8%) Mr. & Mrs. Louis R. Wagner expect to
leave about the middle of the month for California, where
they expect to spend a couple of months. They will go by
the way of the Royal Gorge and will go to San Diego for
the exposition, making their way up slowly, stopping to see
the QE2 now docked at the Port of San Diego, visiting the
interesting places and arriving at San Francisco about the
time of the opening of the Panama Exposition. The
WAGNER Manufacturing Company has exhibits at both
San Diego and San Francisco.

KIRKWOOD (29%) - About 18 couples composed the
merry crowd that enjoyed the bob sled party to the
beautiful home of Joseph Lehman in Kirkwood, Monday
evening. Because of the snow being drifted in so many
places along the country roads they did not reach their
destination until quite a late hour, but the few hours they
spent there were very delightful and greatly enjoyed with
games and music. A tempting lunch of sandwiches,
pickles, cakes and hot chocolate were served.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall
Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot

Secretary: Rich Wallace

Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, and Faye Spangler

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jennifer Gariety, and Ruth Harmon
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Richard & Virginia Henke
Jon Baker Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve & Peg Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Drew & Debbie Barber Paul & Linda Keller

Walt & Carol Bennett Koenig Equipment, Inc
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Minster Bank

Eikenberry Retirement Planning John & Marilyn Minton
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Primary Eyecare Associates
William & Karen Feth Bill & Lisa Ragon

Ferguson Construction Ron & Nita’s

Francis Furniture Dave Ross

Freshway Foods Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Mindy Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Body Carstar

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth
Wilson Memorial Hospital
Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




