January 2016

L : TR £l .!:I - :
& " o [
X BEDL: il
i [
i --i-n—., ur_mﬁ e m&ﬁ

T s ———r—

mommeas

CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com
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Welcome New Members:
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

J

Membership Meeting
All Shelby County Historical Society members
are invited to our annual membership meeting and
board of trustees election, being held on January
19,2016, at 7:00 p.m. at
the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave.

Dean and Anne Morrow were awarded the Historian of the
Year award at our Volunteer Open House that was held on December
10, 2015. Anne and Dean have been long time members and
supporters of the Shelby County Historical Society.

They have been long time contributors to the Historical
Highlights Out of the Past column, where they insert carefully crafted
inaccurate information for the Hidden Clue. They have volunteered
countless hours helping with exhibits, Adventures in Agriculture,
Native American Day, and
Christmas of Yesteryear
bl just to name a few of our
endeavors.
| The couple have
| always been willing to help
wherever and whenever
they are needed. They are
not just loyal volunteers;
they have become great
friends. The Society owes
the Morrows a debt of
gratitude for their tireless
efforts.

Dean and Anne Morrow with Mayor Mike
Barhorst. Photo by James Loos




Intrepid Women of Shelby County

For 2016 the Shelby County Historical Society will be focusing on “Intrepid Women of

Shelby Countg.” We are asking you for help. Do you know of a brave woman in your family that
has made a notable contribution to society? We want to hear about her! We would like to tell

her story. Please contact us at 937-498-1623 or shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Russia (24th)-Rudolph wasn’t
introduced until 1939
Merry Christmas - Salm’s and Sons
wasn’t around in 1940

The clues were found by:
Phyllis Piper, Johanna Kuhn,
and Patricia Francis

™\ The clues will be found ONLY
F in the “Out of the Past”

section.
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VOLUNTEERS
November Volunteer Info:
36 Volunteers
201 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners

for November:
Tim Bickel
Barri Grandey

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In November, 2291 people
participated in SCHS programs.




A Pogteasd Mystory.. Cage Chogsdf

By: Jane Bailey

Last November we received an article in
the mail from Joe Hammann that was published
within the December issue of the Historical
Highlights about a few postcards that he had
recently acquired. One of the postcards depicted
a brick building on the front and was signed by
a Lydia Counts, who resided in Anna, Ohio. At| 4,
the time we received this postcard, the only k%
information we had was the information that we [
were able to discern from the postcard itself and [
the letter from Mr. Hammann. However, a[®
recent acquisition to the Historical Society
proved quite fruitful in solving part of this mystery.

As curator, my duty is to go through the donations we receive and accession them so
that they are in our computer system. We receive many types of historical artifacts ranging
anywhere from a teller’s stool to a box of photographs or a box of newspaper clippings. One
such donation was a box with several binders filled with newspaper clippings concerning the
Nostalgia and Do You Remember? articles from the Sidney Daily News. As I was flipping
through one of these binders, I noticed a photograph of a brick building that looked familiar. I
was quite ecstatic when I realized that
this Do You Remember? clipping
showed the same building as in Mr.

Dﬂ_"fﬂu remember?
Do yom recogndze this
Bullding? T served many
§helby Coumtlans for o
mumber of years. Todoy the

, :
I B heeo remaved Hammann’s postcard. According to the

article published in the Sidney Daily
News on March 1, 1977, this building
ool a_ PulceINERIY, AN &= 1 [ gir 1 was the old Montra School located on
nppeared |n The Befom porl R - .
i v und B wres orworsas, | (NS TR A T LS _ Pasco-Montra Road in Jackson Twp.
LI i | Finally, we had a starting point for
resolving this mystery!
According to Shelby County, Ohio One
-Room Schools compiled by Barbara Adams, in 1875 the Montra School was originally located
on Lot No. 5 in Montra, one block east of Pasco-Montra Road and south of Montra Road. The
two-story brick building seen in this postcard, however, was built in 1900 at the northern edge
of Montra on the east side of Pasco-Montra Road on Lot No. 53 and contained four rooms:
two upstairs and two downstairs. The school was part of the Montra Special School District,
which consolidated into the Jackson Rural School District in April of 1927. After the school
district’s consolidation with that of Jackson Center, the building was then turned over to the
Montra Community Club, which held basketball games on the second floor.

myatery asio SRR @ Montea | |




Over the years, this building eventually has lost its second story and
__ | has been used for various businesses but is miraculously still visible today as
4 a private residence. One can see from the photograph taken in 1993 as well
.| as this recent photograph (from Aug. 2014 courtesy of Google Earth) that the
< 0ld school building has gone through many [
{ changes, with the removal of its second floor and
the apparent addition of a garage in what was
once the south eastern corner of the building. Although it is not written
anywhere that I have found, it is still quite possible that this school was |
also once a meeting place for the Knights of the Maccabees given its
functionality as a multipurpose building throughout the years.

Only a short while after solving the mystery shrouding the first
postcard, we were able to discover the location of the second.
According to Mrs. Rose Hawkins, director of the Jackson Center

| Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in fact! I was quite pleased to
find out that not only were we correct that the postcard was of a church,
but that it was located in Montra as well.

: .. EELC in 1903
The Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, originally known as -

St. Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, consisted of around sixteen families and
was organized in 1860 by Rev. Henry King in an old storeroom of a
warehouse in Montra, according to the History of Shelby County, Ohio
with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of some of its Prominent
Men and Pioneers by R. Sutton & Co. in 1883. The congregation
earnestly waited two years for a home until the completion of their first
frame church building in the fall of 1862, which was 30 x 40 ft., and was
where they stayed until the church was destroyed by fire in 1874. A
second building was erected on the original plat and was finished during
the summer of 1875. Since the congregation had grown a bit, the new
building was expanded to be 40 x 50 ft. and was built for $1800.
However, there have been a few discrepancies concerning the date of the |§

fire that destroyed the original church building. According to information i R
provided by the Jackson Center Historical — A g
Society, the original church caught fire at a
funeral four years earlier in 1871, and was
rebuilt with the guidance of J.M.T. Korn by 1873. The church was later
moved to the bottom of the hill and rededicated on Palm Sunday in 1924
where a basement and choir rooms were added. At the Jackson Center
Historical Society there is a model (inside pictured to the left)
| constructed by Mrs. Julius Hagedorn that shows how the church

originally looked in 1873.

EELC Today

Even though the Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church is on the National Register of
Historic Places, that does not stop its congregation from continuing their mission as an active place to
worship. It is located at 17714 Montra Rd., and services are still being held every Sunday morning for
a current congregation of around 190 members, with around 50 in attendance each morning.
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%[unteer @Jaen %u&e 2014

Photos by James Loos

Volunteer Lee “Woody” Woodruff chats with long
-time SCHS Board of Trustees treasurer Tom
Seving, who is retiring from the board in January.

Dean and Anne Morrow,
Society President Julie Gilardi, Mayor Mike
Barhorst, and Director Tilda Phlipot

Karen Stockstill, who has
volunteered on special
projects, and Kathie
Woodruff, our in-house
specialist for all projects
involving food and
organization, share a laugh
during the evening.

President Julie Gilardi and volunteer Bob
Shoftner sample some of the more than 30
food items available at this first-time
recognition of volunteers special evening.

The lovely evening was brought together by our planning Rose Swiger and Penny Adams
committee: Kathie Woodruff, Jane Jones, Jeanne Schlagetter,
Julie Gilardi and Tilda Phlipot




‘Ghristmas (#‘ Q%&uﬂ?@r ear 2015

Photos by: James Loos, Sharon Mohrbacher, and Anne Morrow




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JAN-1941-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2) - The Legion Watch party given New Year’s
Eve in the Legion hall in the Monumental Building was
such a delightful evening it is being called the first annual
New Year’s Eve party. There were over 100 couples
present to enjoy the card rounds and dancing. During the
early hours progressive euchre and bridge games were the
highlights and as they concluded Howard Cleckner’s Night
Hawk Band played the old year out and the New Year in.
They played a gay program and one that was full of a
carried music including both round and square dancing, hill
-billy songs, and stirring patriotic numbers. The orchestra
personnel were Howard Cleckner, Shorty Service, Lou
Bega, John Geary, and Everett Conover.

BOTKINS (4) - W. A. Staley and L. B. Staley, of Sidney,
attended the Ohio Decorators’ association style show in
Columbus last Thursday...Harry Nuss’ home was the
gathering place for the township trustees Thursday
evening...Mr. & Mrs. Richard Maurer are announcing the
arrival of an eight and one-half pound baby girl born
Thursday morning, January 2...School will open for the
last semester Monday, January 6, at 9 AM.

SIDNEY (7) - The Shelby county selective service board
has received notification from the federal authorities asking
for a quota of 37 young men from Shelby County in the
next call fixed for Saturday, Feb. 1. The men will be sent
to Fort Hayes at Columbus after reporting for duty here in
the morning of Feb. 1, where they will be inducted into the
army for a year’s training. They will leave Sidney at 8:20
AM in the morning by the Celina-Columbus bus line and
arrangements will be made to give them a reception and
farewell before they go. The local board did not make the
names public when the announcement of the call was made
from the fact that the list may be changed by reason of
several persons in the draft who may wish to volunteer.
Four persons have already done this.

SIDNEY (20) - 49™ Anniversary on Police Force is
celebrated by Chief. Chief of Police William O’Leary is
beginning his 50t year of service with the Sidney police
department, having reached his 49% anniversary on
Saturday, January 18. Of that number of years of service
he has served for 42 years as head of the department.
Chief O’Leary has an enviable record of service in the
police department, has never had to fire his gun in carrying
out his duties and is said never to forget a face. He
evidently forgot his anniversary... at least he said nothing
about it at headquarters or at his home on South Franklin
avenue. CONGRATULATIONS from his many friends
on his service go to Chief O’Leary.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1916-JANUARY-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY (7) - Joe Heine, who conducts a barber shop on
North Ohio Avenue, was arraigned before the Mayor
charged with gambling, and keeping a gambling room. At
tirst, he entered a plea of not guilty, but after consulting
some of his friends changed his plea to guilty. At 2 PM
Wednesday afternoon, Mayor Crozier fined him $50 and
costs. Heine paid part of the fine and was given ten days
in which to pay the remainder. The Mayor told him not to
come again, that he would get the limit, that he proposed
to put a stop to any gambling about the city if he could
possibly do it. The police have been very suspicious of late
and were of the belief that Heine was allowing gambling to
be conducted at his barber shop after closing hours. Late
Saturday night a raid was made by the police but it is said
the players quickly changed the game to seven up before
the police got into the room. However enough evidence
was secured for the gambling charge resulting in Heine’s
arrest. Ed. (Smck) Martz appeared before Mayor Crozier
Thursday afternoon and pleaded guilty to a charge of
gambling at Joe Heine’s place. He was fined $50 and costs.

FT LORAMIE (14) - August Wise intends building a
new garage as soon as weather permits...Reports are that
several new residences will be erected next summer. The
town is to be congratulated with the recent year buildings.
The homes would be a credit to some of the larger cities.
It is hoped this good move will continue for many years...
Willman Bros., had a new large plate glass size 12x6 put in
the front of the store...Anton Pleiman spent several days
at Dayton...Albert Aslage resigned as school teacher in the
town school and has accepted a position as assistant
auditor at the county court house, Sidney. Miss Margaret
Knostman has accepted the teaching position...Henry
Fremering is having a well drilled on his property on South
Main Ave by the Super Mario Brothers of Geyer, Ohio.
Paul Boerger has returned to his studies of the agricultural
course at the Ohio State University at Columbus.

SHELBY COUNTY (28) - Under the supervision of
chief Engineer Arthur E. Morgan, the draft of the
proposed official plan for flood protection in the Miami
Valley has been completed and is in the printer’s hands.
Five dams are contemplated in the official plans, to be
located as follows: Mad River, at Huffman Hill; Miami
River at Taylorsville; Loramie Creek at Lockington;
Stillwater at Englewood, just south of the old National
Road; T'win Creek, two miles North West of Germantown.
It is expected the project will involve an expenditure of
from $17,000.00 to $20,000.00.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County .
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from g
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. ,

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler Secretary: Rich Wallace

Treasurer: Dave Russell Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Jon Baker

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund

Continental Express, Inc.
David & Linda DeVelvis

Dorothy Love Retirement Community
Eikenberry Retirement Planning
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup

Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Primary Eyecare Associates
Bill & Lisa Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




