ROSS HISTORICAL CENIER HOURS:

1.00 PM- 500 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
E.O Box 376
201 N. Main Ave,
Sidney, OH 453650376

CONIAC] US:
937.498 1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embarqmailcom
www shelbycountyhistory org

]

FaceBoolc:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested In receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit vour emall address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail. com

X

Mission: [o actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
bromote local history.’

Vision: 1o become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past

Welcome New Members

Dave McMahan, Sidney, OH
Becky Drinnen, Sidney, OH
Shelley Smedley, Sidney, OH

Debra Walls, Wapakonera, OH
lames YWeigandr, Sidney, OH
Welcome New L egacy Partner
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan, Sidney

e

1
SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Lesacy Partner 101 - $500

Christmas Miracles
By: Tilda Phlipot

During one of my early Christmases at the Shelby County
Historical Society, Josephine Feth called to arrange transportation of
artifacts from her home in Akron to the Ross Historical Center. We were
not too far into the conversation before she asked me why I was so sad. I
had to admit that I had just received a letter stating that a grant I had
written was not going to be funded. I was so disappointed that I was not
going to be able to complete the educational program that I had planned.
Worst of all, how would I tell the teachers and students that I had let them
down? Josephine so sweetly reassured me that I should not worry because
when God closed a door, he always opened a window. She then told me to
go up stairs and wait for a window to open. In just a few days, I received
a donation from her that covered all the expenses of my children’s
program. That was the first of many donations Josephine made to continue
the mission of the Shelby County Historical Society. And her legacy
continues as her family sends yearly donations to support the Shelby
County Historical Society in her memory.

That same sadness filled my heart this summer as the reality of
how much it was going to cost the Society to comply with the new codes
for sewer lines requested from the Sidney of City became apparent.
Running a non-profits is not so different from running a home; we can
only spend the revenue we have, and normally it takes years to save for
major projects. But this time the Society did not have years to save for the
sewer project. The question remained: W here were these funds going to
come from?

It was just a short time later when Jessica Fortkamp, Donor
Relations Director of the Shelby County Community Foundation,
contacted me to tell me about Match Day. It was at that moment that [ saw
the window open again. Josephine was right; truly every time a door
closes, a window of opportunity opens. This time though we had to be
willing to raise $5,000 to match the Foundation’s donation of $5,000. For
a second I was a little worried about how and if that would occur, but after
I put the first mention of Match Day in the newsletter, the response was
overwhelming.

Words never seem to be enough to thank you for helping us raise
$23,680 to complete the sewer work and maintain the Ross Historical
Center. The continued support that our members give to the Society not
only for Match Day but also throughout the year is what allows the Shelby
County Historical Society to maintain its level of programming and
community events. Without you, none of this would be possible.

Thank you with all my heart for allowing Shelby County History
to come to LIFE at the Ross Historical Center.



Congratulations

Kathie Woodruff

Mayor Michael Barhorst declared it
‘Shelby County Historical Society’s
Volunteer Day” with a proclamation
and presented Kathie with an award.

Photos by Anne Morrow
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ATTENTION:
Yearly Membership Meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, at 6:45
at the Ross Center

§

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

AD’s-Hatchimals
Russia 28th-Renewing your SCHS membership

Clues were found by:
Roger Lentz and Patricia Francis
The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

<hanky

VOLUNTEERS
November Volunteer Info:
38 Volunteers
200 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
November:

Barri Grandey
Drew Barber

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In
November, 1764 people participated in
SCHS programs.

youy,




Events for 2018

Theme: “Turmoil During the First Quarter of the 20™ Century”

January 16 - 6:45 p.m. - Membership Meeting @ The Ross Historical Center
7:00 p.m. - Artifact Preservation Presentation @ The Ross Historical Center

February 1 - “Coming to America” Exhibit open

April 17 - “Turmoil During the First Quarter of the 20™ Century” Exhibit opens
7:00 p.m. Program - The Spanish Influenza Epidemic Strikes
The Shelby County Historical Society will be partnering with the Shelby County Health Department to
talk about the influenza epidemic that took the lives of more people than WWI.

May 30 - 100th Anniversary of Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Building @ 7:00 p.m.
The ingenuity of the Board of Trustees of the Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Bank created a
partnership with Louis Sullivan to establish a beacon in the architectural community that continues to
this day, 100 years later. Join us at 101 Court Street for a celebration.

June 13 - Afternoon Tea - "Right to Vote" program - 11:30 am to 1:00 p.m.
Ticket Required - $20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members
Be prepared for a discussion on whether it’s part of a woman’s role in society to vote. Do they have the
intelligence and capability, or even the right, to pick candidates that will lead our country?

June 21 - Graceland Cemetery Tour @ 8:00 p.m.
Stories will be shared about some of the residents of Graceland Cemetery on their contributions to
our community.

June 30 - Tawawa Park 70th Anniversary Celebration
Step back in time and enjoy a simple day in the park featuring living history characters telling the
history of the park, a cruise-in, bicycle rodeo, craft vendors, and many other activities throughout the
park.

August 13 - Program "Democracy on Trial in Shelby County in 1918" @ 7:00 p.m.
@ The Masonic Lodge, 303 E. Poplar St, Sidney
Our court square has been the scene of many dramatic and some tragic events which helped shape
who we are as Shelby Countians. None was more dramatic than what occurred on a soft evening in
the summer of 1918. When the news of the death of our first soldier reached town, the reaction w a s
sudden and dramatic. A large crowd gathered there to witness the burning of all the German textbooks in
the school. What happened that night was a true test of our local democratic principles.

September 15 &16 - Civil War Living History Weekend at Tawawa Park
Travel through time with us once again as Tawawa Park fills with reenactors from across the nation.
Battles will be waged between the Union and Confederate soldiers. Living history presentations will
provide an insight to life during the Civil War era.

October 10 &11- Annual Downtown Ghost Tour
Tickets Required - $10 Members - $12 Non-Members
Times: 6:00-6:30-7:00-7:30
Don’t be surprised as we walk the streets of downtown Sidney if we are joined by past residents of
the city waiting to share their stories.

December 1 - @ 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Christmas of Yesteryear
Come join us in our annual open house. Experience the sights, sounds and crafts of the season.
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.

Citizens National Bank Ledgers

With the role of technology in today’s world, it is
possible to do almost anything from the comfort of your own
home, so long as you have a smart phone and internet
service. Online banking is no exception to this matter, with
apps making it convenient to transfer money between
accounts, pay bills, and even deposit checks straight into
your account from practically anywhere! It is now almost a
tradition of the past to visit the bank on a Friday afternoon or
evening to deposit your paycheck, which used to be a weekly
routine for many workers in Sidney. One such bank that
would be visited over the course of the week was Citizens
National Bank, located on the northeast corner of the court
square in Sidney. Citizens National Bank came into
operation in 1870 and remained an integral part of the
community for over a hundred years until 1979, when it was renamed Bank One of Sidney.
The second building used by Citizens National Bank is featured in the sketch to the right, while
the most recent white marble building is still visible downtown today. Now it is currently the
location of Chase Bank, which recently donated
a handful of items stored in their basement that
were originally from Citizens National Bank.

Among the items donated were six large,
leather-bound volumes containing records from
Citizens National Bank ranging over a period of
40 years, from 1877-1919. These ledgers were
used to record daily statements, foreign
collections, and as a draft register for the bank.
However, with the implementation of new record
-keeping practices, such as electronic book-
keeping, ledgers such as these have become
obsolete for daily use. While there may not be
anything extremely mysterious about these six
volumes, they are still a fascinating part of
Shelby County’s history.

CITEEENS NATIONAL: BANVK




The Shelby County Historical Society Celebrates
the 3rd Annual Volunteer Open House

Each year we celebrate the holidays and our volunteers with an open house. This year the volunteers
arrived to a festively decorated Ross Center along with an assortment of hors d’oeuvres and sweets.
Throughout the evening door prizes were awarded leading up to the announcement of the Volunteer of the
Year. This year Kathie Woodruff was chosen for her hard work and dedication to the Society. We wish we
could award all of our volunteers because they are truly the back bone of our organization. The planning
committee has already made plans for next year’s programming and we look forward to another exciting year
of working with our volunteers! (Visit our Facebook page for a video of Kathie receiving her award.)




Photos by: Anne Morrow and Jane Bailey
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The Sidney Daily News
Jan. 1943 — 75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2)-Little Mr. Heintz is Mr. 1943 of Wilson Memorial
hospital-the first baby born there in the New Year to Mr. & Mrs.
Luther Heintz, of Jackson Center. He arrived at 1:22 this
morning and weighed six pounds, 12 %4 ounces. He has been
named William George and already shows promise of following
in his successful-farmer father’s footsteps. Little Miss Betty Jo
Blake, born to Prosecutor and Mrs. Rodney Blake, at 11:22 p.m.
New Year’s day at the hospital “wouldn’t talk” this morning,
even for her dad, in regard to a statement on how it feels to be
the last baby born at the hospital in 1942.

SIDNEY (8)-Local cartier boys of the Dayton Daily News were
honored by the management with a dinner at the Wagner hotel
Thursday evening following which they were presented with
master salesmen pins and badges. The boys were awarded these
honors for the fine work they had done during the past year.
The boys who received the awards were: Richard Frantz, George
Masteller, James Gaier, Glenn Elliot, Christopher Robbins,
Harold Couchot, John Dieters, Kenneth Coil, Frank Neville,
Robert Yost, Robert Cooper, Dale Freimering and Joseph
Wagner. Joseph Wagner was also made assistant local manager
to Dale Sheeley. Mr. Sheeley, local manager, presided at the
dinner, and introduced two special guests, J. B. Cook and E. C.
Amos who made short talks. HBP!

SIDNEY (15)-Special agents from the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and representatives of the army ordnance division
were in Sidney today to probe all anglers as a result of Shelby
count’s greatest fire loss in the history Thursday afternoon when
flames completely destroyed plant number two of the Copeland
Refrigeration corporation, on South Brooklyn avenue in East
Sidney, with a loss expected to exceed $750,000. Because there
was a substantial amount of government-owned machinery and
equipment installed in this plant, the aircraft parts division of
Copeland, representatives of the FBI and the army arrived in
Sidney overnight. Since the plant was operating 100% on war
work, these representatives of the Federal government were
expected to play an important part in the investigation. A
portion of the machinery lost in the fire was obtained from the
US Defense Corporation. According to Chief of Police William
O’Leary a Copeland employee named Samuel Nastasi is being
held in the county jail for investigation. He had been in Sidney
just 3 weeks and was 18 years old. There were approximately 400
employees in the building at the time the fire started and all of
these made their way to safety under the direction of their
foremen. The principal loss in the plant was in the machine
shop, where hundreds of thousands of dollars of new machinery
had been installed during the past months. There was little that
could be salvaged from the entire plant. The building was
erected in 1895 by John D. Loughlin as one unit of the famous
Mary L. Poultry plant, at the time of its construction considered
the largest poultry plant in the United States. Since that time it
has been occupied by various industries until it was purchased
the past summer by Copeland.  The building had been
completely remodeled and brought up to date and was one of the
best productions plants in the city. HBM!

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
JAN-1918-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

LEATHERWOOD-The Charity Chapel Ladies” Aid society will
hold their annual all day meeting at the Ballou Hall on
Wednesday, January 9. Everybody invited...Wm. And James
Caven and their families assisted Clifford Covault with his
butchering New Yeat’s Day.

LOCKINGTON-Many family reunions were held during the
holiday season, all seeming to want to enjoy this Christmas
season as much as possible, as no one can tell what the new year
will bring to us as individuals or as a nation.

PORT JEFFERSON-The M.E. Sunday School elected their
officers Sunday morning as follows: Sup’t., Ralph Knoop; Assist.
Fred Thompson; Treasurer, Clifford Knoop; Secretary, Jessie
Weber; Greeter-Marj Brackney, Assistant, Clifford Steenrod;
Pianist Lloyd Mottoe...Revival services commenced at the M. E.
church, January 4.

SIDNEY-Orville Snyder and Russell Blake, who have been
stationed at F't. Benj. Harrison, Indiana, passed through this city
on a troop train some time New Year’s Eve. They tossed out a
letter addressed to a friend who was found and delivered by one
of the men at the depot. They were on their way to Hoboken,
New Jersey...J.H. Brunson, familiarly known as “Cutly,” has
been named as the official dog catcher for Shelby county and has
already entered upon his duties. A dog kennel will be erected at
the Fair Grounds where all dogs not tagged will be captured and
kept under the direction of Mr. Brunson. Dogs captured and not
claimed will be auctioned off at the kennel every four days. Dog
licenses are still being issued at the Auditot’s office.

JACKSON CENTER-Mss. Lucinda J. Babcock, of Jackson
Center received word Saturday that she had been made an equal
heir of an estate valued at $30,000 as a reward for saving an aged
lady from being run over by a street car at Muncie Indiana
several years ago. The old lady who was hard of hearing was on
the track and would have been killed had not Mrs. Babcock
pulled her from in front of the car. The lady took the name and
address of her rescuers and remembered her in the will which
was recently probated at Muncie. As there are thirty other heirs,
Mrs. Babcock will receive $1,000 as her share of the state, which
makes a very nice Christmas present.

HOUSTON-Thanks to the Lauterbur people, Sidney, for a nice
big 1918 calendar...Ice hatvest has been occupying the time of
numerous ones in the nearness, Nature’s product is O. K. for all
cooling purposes this season, ‘tis nice, clear, cool and thick.

Nuff Ced.

ANNA-The Wentz Hall will be the scene of a terrible basketball
conflict Friday night, Jan. 18. This game will be the last of the
four game series-Anna High school and the Knights of St. John’s
of Botkins. Out of the three games already played the Anna
boys have won two. It was in the last game that Botkins carried
off the honors by only one basket. Both teams are confident of
victory. If Anna loses series will be tied and another game will
need to be played. A fast and clean game guaranteed. New
admission charges: 5c for children; 10c for ladies and 15c¢ for
men, each will have to pay the additional war tax.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler Secretary: Rich Wallace
Treasurer: Dave Russell Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given Sidney Electric Company

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Manufacturing Company
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Anonymous Michael & Jane Jones Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller Darrell & Faye Spangler

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc Spot Restaurant

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc. Sturm Construction, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Dean & Linda Long The UPS Store

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff US Bank

David & Linda DeVelvis Minster Bank Rich & Susan Wallace

Dorothy Love Retirement Community John & Marilyn Minton Helen Blake Wildermuth
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Bill & Lisa Ragon Amy Zorn

William & Karen Feth Ron & Nita’s Moving? Please let us know your new address if
Ferguson Construction Dave Ross you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
Freshway Foods Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
Mindy Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker forward your newsletter to you, and we will be

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Body Carstar charged for its return.




