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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educateour community to preserve and
promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
Julie Edelen, Sidney, OH
Kathryn Pinson, Sidney, OH
Joe Everett, Sidney, OH

New Legacy Partner

Albert Binkley Dickas, Blacksburg, VA

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

The Shelby County
Historical Society Celebrates

Historian of the Year

It 1s with great honor that we
announce Mary Ann Olding, a
Shelby County Historical Society
Trustee as 2019 Historian of the
Year.

Mary Ann has spent her whole
career preserving history across
the state of Ohio. For the last 10
years she has served on the Board
of Trustees helping to guide the
Society’s preservation efforts.

Due to Mary Ann’s efforts
County was able to

“Historian of the Year” winner
is SCHS-Board Trustee Mary Ann
Olding. L-R Tilda Phlipot, Julie
Gilardi, Mayor Mike Barhorst, and

Shelby

Mary Ann Olding renovate a Zenus King bridge
which will be brought to Tawawa
Park that will be used for a
alking and bike bridge in 2020.
Volunteer of the Year VARG Al DIt DHESE

Every December we have apm
Volunteer Open House to honor
the volunteers that has lent their
talents and time during the year.
This year Cheryl Michael was
chosen as the Volunteer of the
Year.

Cheryl has been a volunteer
with the Society for the past 20
years. She is always ready and
willing to lend a hand whenever
she gets the call!
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“Volunteer of the Year”
Cheryl Michael with her family

ATTENTION:

Yearly Membership Meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 21, 2020, at 6:30 at the Ross Center
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Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of the
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"’_35%‘ month (except December) at 7:00 PM "’,3%,“
. Ross Historical Center 0-;32{“
oo P.O. Box 376 o
,_,.3;%, GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 201 N. Main Ave ..,.3;%.
% ~-H Founded in 1975 & Sidney, OH 45365 %
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Show and Share

We encourage you to share a discovery in your research. This could be an
heirloom, a book you are writing, a book that has been helpful in your research or s
something you wish to share about your family history.
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-)}% Date: January 14, 2020 -)}%
&P Time: 7:00 p.m. Sl
”}%‘ Location: Ross Historical Center ”}%‘
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201 N. Main Ave
Sidney, OH 45365
More Information: www.shelbycountygenealogy.org
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VOLUNTEERS

November Volunteer Info:
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”

hidden clues: 46 Volunteers
Sidney 19th - Capers are not good for dessert 588 Hours
Sidney 1919 - SCHS Staff, Tilda, Sharon and Volunteer gift certificate winners for
Jane weren’t around in 1919 November:
Clues were found by: Marj Brackney
Phil Abbott, Vera Piper, Carol Haney, Nancy Allison May

Abels, Mark Deam, Ola Schafer, and Tom Salm. Congratulations! Thank you to all our

volunteers! We depend on you! In

The clue will be found ONLY in the November, 1025 people participated in
“Out of the Past” section. SCHS programs.
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By Rich Wallace

The Lion King is a popular cartoon movie highlighting the circle of life in
the family of Simba, the beloved Lion King. We all experience elements of it if
we live long enough-birth, success, love, loss, tragedy and in the end, memories.
The Society and its friends have experienced the Circle of Life first hand in the
last month.

Our beloved friend and board member Jim Hall passed from the scene after
a long battle with cancer. His years of service as a volunteer and board member
spanned a time of significant growth for us. Jim was there at every turn when we
needed the wise counsel of a master builder and the passion of a person who
loved his country and all the veterans who served it. He guided our efforts to
acquire and renovate the Ross Historical Center and the annex across the street.
We cannot replace Jim Hall but we can rededicate ourselves to ensure his vision
for our properties is realized.

December was also a time when our most accomplished and
underappreciated volunteer finally stepped into the limelight and received the
accolades she so justly deserved. Mary Ann Olding received the Society’s most
prestigious honor when she was chosen as Historian of gy

places and things. Listing her achievements would be af
useless task as it would be outdated as soon it was |
completed.

It is the Circle of Life. We honor the memory of our
great friend Jim Hall, yet at the same time celebrate the
achievements of our own Mary Ann Olding who is p

making sure our treasured history is preserved. Jim Hall




Wooden Indians: Vanishing Americans
Taken from a story by James W. Stuber (circa 1950):
with notes taken from Paul Sherman’s Ohio and Shelby County History

The vanishing red man really is, if you’'re
talking about those wooden Indians that used to
stand in front of cigar stores with fistful of stogies.

Surest place to find them today is in a
museum. Henry Ford collected a ‘family.” They are
on display in the Edison Institute at Dearborn,
Michigan.

Antique dealers may have a few. Recently,
the one that stood in front of Green’s Cigar Store on
Ash Street, Piqua, was rediscovered at Lake Ridge,
Indian Lake. It is in front of Fred Lange’s cottage,
near the approach to Dream Bridge, en route to
Governor’s Island. Lange said he paid $20 for the
Indian and has refused $800 for it.
He has it chained to a base.

Sidney, Ohio, our home
town, boasts a pair of wooden |
Indians; an Indian chief and a
Pocahontas squaw, in front of the
Robert Beanblossom Sporting
Goods Store. They still belong to
Fred Schultz, son of a former
Sidney tobacco shop owner. | &
These two have been around |3 i
Sidney for many a year. As a ‘ - L
small boy, we can recall walking d —
on the other sid of the street when %ﬁ y
they stood in front of Schulz’s
Cigar Store.

Sidney’s are fine
specimens of the vanishing|
“race.” They could hold their|

Jess Laughlin of Sidney wanted a wooden
Indian when he ran the Gem Cigar Store at Ohio
Street near the Public Library in 1900. Doesn’t
recall how he came by the chief, but remembers it
had to be scrubbed and cleaned after its stay in the
Hickok Candy Store cellar.

Mr. Laughlin finally sold it to either Bob
Enders or Nick Crusey. Clem Crusey, who now has
a grocery store on Clay Street, bought the cigar store
and the Indian from Nick more than 40 years ago.
He then sold it to Ed Schulz, Fred’s father, who
wanted some company for his squaw. The price was
$3.

_ “I wanted to get rid of
o that danged Indian,” Clem
,:\21 recalls. “I had to take it in every
@ |night or the boys would take it
. somewhere else. Found it
'\"% hanging from a tree in the Court
5. a) House Square once. This was the
' ¥ |most lynched Indian in Ohio.
Zm High school boys were always
N . 0| picking on him. Likely Harry
{r. Piper, Norton Pipe, Clem Frey,
Ed Morelock, Forest Blanchard
and some of the other high
school boys of that time could
tell you something about that, if
they wanted to,” Clem said.

Both Indians stood in
front of Schulz’s until about
1929. Old residents can

i

heads up in such a distinguished
company as the Edison Institute
tribe. They are brilliant in color

Mr. Beanblossom standing
between the two statues.

remember seeing Mr. Schulz haul
them in each night and each
morning for 30 years. When the

and look as good as new.

“Pocahontas” came from New York in 1876.
Henry Schulz, Fred’s grandfather, saw her in lower
Broadway and had her shipped to Sidney. There is
no trademark.

The Indian chief was bought in Pittsburg by
the late C.F. Hickok about 1880. They say Hickok
had intended to go into the cigar business, but later
changed his mind and opened Sidney’s first candy
factory.

Somebody resurrected the chief from the
Hickok cellar where he’d been hiding under a
collection of trash and old boards.

4

Indians weren’t out the store was closed.

They went into retirement again. When Mr.
Beanblossom opened the sporting goods store at the
former Schulz place in April 1944, the Indians came
out of the basement again. They stand out in front
every day now, the chief with his hand to his noble
brow, looking for the return of the five cent cigar,
probably. Pocahontas holds a bunch of cigars in her
outstretched hand. It’s business as usual at the old
stand.

Editor’s Notes: The Beanblossom Sporting
Goods Store was located at 109 S. Ohio Ave, the
current location of Sidney Alive in downtown
Sidney.



Mysteries at the e e,
Ross Historical Center! 7= fé”

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.
Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey

Antique Wooden Chest

Christmas came early to the Shelby County Historical Society when we received
a phone call the week before Thanksgiving to pick up several items of importance to the
history of Sidney. Upon seeing this box sitting lonely on a shelf, I was immediately
drawn to its rustic appearance and the name stamped in white ink on the front. While to
some seeing the name “D. Bulle, Sidney, O.” might be a complete mystery, it
was apparent right away who this forlorn box once belonged too, especially
since it already had a connection to the Ross Historical Center. It is our firm
belief that this wooden chest covered with blackened and cracked leather
from the early nineteenth century once belonged to Rev. David Bulle, an
early resident of Sidney. He was a painter in the earlier part of his life, and
such a box as this could even possibly have held all of the tools for his trade.
One such painting of his featuring Cephas Carey done in 1845 is currently on
loan and displayed in the Feth Room at the Ross Historical Center. Another
of Elizabeth Slagle (featured below) is held within the collections at the Ross
County Historical Society in Chillicothe, Ohio, while two more reside at the
Smithsonian in Washington D.C.

Rev. David Bulle

On May 2, 1808, David Bulle was born in Berkeley County, (West) Virginia. His parents
had supposedly fled from South Carolina to Virginia during the Revolutionary War, and during his
childhood they traveled to Cincinnati via flatboat along the Ohio River and settled further north in
Greene County on what was still wild land. David Bulle married Elizabeth Bird on Feb. 15, 1827,
and together the two journeyed north on horseback on their wedding trip into Shelby County
where they settled in Sidney. Mr. Bulle and his young wife settled at 316 S. Ohio Ave. on the lot
once owned by Dr. Pratt, Sidney’s first doctor. He entered into the profession of cabinet making,
with his shop occupying a lot just a block north of his residence. It was also used as the first
Sunday school in Sidney according to Elizabeth Bulle’s obituary.

In 1832, Bulle erected a magnificent brick house on this lot,
which today is known as the oldest brick house still standing in Sidney. He remained in this i \

profession for 14 years, at one point almost losing everything, before turning to painting. An
article from The Sidney Aurora in 1844 once contained the following advertisement: “Painting &
Gilding: House, Sign, Ornamental and Portrait Painting, Gilding etc. Cash, produce of all kinds %!
received in payment.” for David Bulle’s business. David Bulle painted portraits over a wide |J
region, encompassing residents in Crawford, Ross, and Delaware counties alongside Shelby
County. Two of his works, featuring Jacob and Elizabeth Slagle, currently reside at the Ross County Historical Society while
two more, featuring Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Smith, are located at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington D. C. These works
were all created in the mid 1840’s.

David Bulle was also a very religious man and joined the Methodist Church on June 11, 1832. At the age of 39,
David Bulle felt called to spread God’s word and was ordained a Methodist preacher in 1847. He traveled as a Methodist
circuit rider starting in 1856 for the Central Ohio Conference, preaching in some of the following towns throughout his
travels: Antwerp, St. John’s, Celina, St. Mary’s, Mt. Gilead, Botkins, Wabash, and Fort Recovery. Despite many of his
stations being in the northwest part of the region, he still faced many of the same hardships as a pioneer minister, one story
even recounting how he rode his horse through an icy river, unable to make a fire until he reached his destination.

Rev. David and Elizabeth Bulle were blessed with 10 children during their life, and celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary early on Dec. 14, 1886. His family’s foresight was well planned, as Rev. Bulle passed away from an illness he
had been fighting for two long years on Feb. 9, 1887, less than one week before his actual anniversary. He and his wife are
both buried in Graceland Cemetery and his spirit lives on not only in the physical remains of his paintings, but also in the
hearts of those whose lives he touched for generations during his many years as a preacher. 5




Christmas of UgsterUgar 2019

Cheryl Michael helps
make wreaths out
of willow branches.

Photos by:
Anne Morrow

o f: X< 3
Linda Meininger helped
with clay ornaments.

Bob Shoffner, Mike Jones, and Keith McLain made
popcorn and roasted chestnuts on an open fire.

Erin Pince setting up a shot with Santa
and some out of town visitors.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JAN-1950-70 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY ANNE MORROW

SIDNEY (8%) One man was held to the next grand jury
session on Shelby county common pleas court and two
others were fined Monday by Mayor Clarence Harp. Held
to the grand jury for burglary and larceny and released
upon posting $500 bond was Alfred Eatl Sale charged with
breaking into a farm building owned by Harry C. Miller,
and stealing two cured hams, valued at $18. Charges were
preferred against Sale by Miller. Arrested by the state
highway patrol for speeding on route 25 south of Sidney
were Chatles O. Evans, R, R, 1, Piqua, and Russell M.
Johnson.

SIDNEY (11%) Fire losses for 1949 for Sidney and
townships served by the Sidney fire department were
estimated at $47,453 in a report submitted to the city by
Fire Chief Elmer Weipert. Fireman answered a total of 153
calls, 108 within Sidney, and 45 to the townships. Grass
and trash fires led the causes for calls and in 1949
automobile fires. Other causes for Sidney fire alarms were
as follows: flues burning out, defective house wiring, false
alarms, overheated motors, spilled gasoline, and dust in
blowers systems, fitbit and careless smoking. Burning
railroad ties, overheated tar cans, short circuit in television
set, gas furnace explosions, oil stove explosion, burning off
paint with torch, curtains too close to open flame, waste
basket on fire. Township calls were grass and trash, sparks
from flues, smoking furnaces, auto wrecks, coal oil stove
explosions, washing floor with gasoline, cleaning with
gasoline, hot journal box on railroad car and children
playing with matches.

Cleopatra’s Perfume. Historian tells us Cleopatra had her
court chemists blend 100 rare elements into the exotic
perfume she wore. They could have saved a lot of trouble
by copying the aroma of fresh-baked Sexaurer’s Enriched
Bread, the most captivating fragrance of them all. Save the
yellow bands, get a knife & fork set for 39 cents, plus five
bands.

SIDNEY (21st) A champion should be buoyed up firmly
in the knowledge of its achievement, but Anna high
school’s rockets were still shaking today from the narrow
escape they experienced in their latest county league
outing , in which they shaded Houston’s Wildcats, 51-50,
on the latter’s floor, Friday evening. While the eyelash
success enabled the Rockets to clinch the circuit’s coronet,
the Green and White spangled crew will be out to gain a
clear-cut title when they entertain Botkins Trojans in a
homecoming feature tonight. League Standings-Anna (6-0)
-Jackson (5-2) - Fort Loramie (4-2) - Botkins (3-3) -
Houston (3-4) - Perry (2-5) - Russia (2-5) - Green (1-5).

SHELBY COUTY DEMOCRAT
JAN-1920-100 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW

CAREYVILLE (16t%) Minnie Purkepyle pleaded guilty at
Urbana Monday to an assault upon Belle Bunker on May
24t Jast  and because of certain = “extenuating
circumstances” was let off with a $50 fine. Mrs. Bunker, it
appears was the instigator of the trouble when she called
Mrs. Purkepyle some vile names which the latter resented.
The pair met in the grocery store at Carysville and the
names were passed. Mrs. Purkepyle started out of the
store but on the way seized a horse whip which another
woman was carrying, having driven some cows to the
pasture, Minnie lay in wait for Belle, who is considerably
her senior and when the latter came out side was attacked
by the infuriated woman and considerably beaten up.

SIDNEY-The Tribe of Ben Hur gave a six-thirty dinner
party Friday evening in the Golden Eagle Hall and
following it installation of officers was held. The work of
installation was done by the district grand chief Diremus
Imboden: district guide, Frank Schlagetter, St., and district
teacher Mollie Fry. The following were the officers: Roy
Landis-Past Chief. Ida Imboden-Chief. Jeannie Eberle-
Judge. C. Heston-Chariot. Judy Fry-Keeper of the Tribute.
J. B. White-Secretary. Mollie Wagner-Teacher. Millie Fry-
Inner Portal. Frank Wagner-Outer Portal.

SIDNEY-Fred Salm, pioneer resident, furniture dealer and
funeral director of Sidney, died in bed at his home on
south Main avenue Saturday morning. He was around as
usual Friday and retired as usual Friday evening, apparently
in very good health. He did not get up as eatly as
accustomed and when he failed to be up later an
investigation was made and he had passed away overnight
without any struggle. Mr. Salm was born in Prussia,
Germany, March 15, 1844. He came to America when
nineteen years of age, locating at Union City. He remained
there until the fall of 1866, working at his trade as a cabinet
maker, when he came to Sidney and went into the furniture
and undertaking business and Salm’s as a place for
furniture has been known to the people of Shelby county
ever since. Mr. Salm was a pioneer in the furniture
business in Sidney and the present store is one of the
largest in this part of the state. The different firm names
were Salm & BruBaker, Salm & Morton, Salm &
McCullogh, Salm & Taylor and the present firm of Salm &
Sons. Mt. Salm was married to Catherine Dresher, of near
Wapakoneta, November 16, 1869, who died five years ago.
He is survived by his three sons-William F., Louis and Ed
F. Salm, who have for a number of years been associated
with him in business.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community
Foundation of Shelby County was created for the long term support of
our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan
to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Moving? Please let us know
your new address.
The Post Office will not forward
your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith,
Eric Jones, David Potts, and Becki Wood Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Doug Allinger

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company
Michael & Jane Jones
Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




