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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45369376
937-4981653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
1:00 PM5:00 PMMonday- Friday
9:00 AMNoonSaturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

Facebook: Shelby County Historicq

Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving

your newsletter electronically, plea

submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.co

Missionno To act i vel

educate our community to preserve
promote | ocal

Vision: 0 To become
excellence where we build for tomoj .
by understandi

Welcome New Members
Jayne Watkins

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individuat $25
Family- $35
Friends of the Society$150
Legacy Partner $300
Legacy Partner 101$500

Exciting news from t he

By now, the holiday rush is over, and we are hoping that this will be
healthier and happier year for our membership and our great country. C
leadership team for the Board of Trustees is changing somewhat as F
Spangler is moving from vice president to be-pcesident with our
hardworking president Julie Gilardi. David Potts has been voted into the vic
presidentds position, and Rosgaetary L
with Rich Wallace. So many projects are a continuation of work done in tl
last two years that we believe it is vital for Julie to remain in her stron
leadership role.

Exciting things are happening at the Ross Center that will hopeful
show our many supporters that we have taken the gift of an operation le
very seriously as well as our commitment to our community at large. As tl
pictures in the newsletter show, the spirit of Christmas could not be dampel
by the many obstacles we faced with cancellations and limitations. That sa
energy will now be used to get the building across the street into o
complement of tools to be employed for telling the story of Shelby Count

Sometime in late January or into February, Ferguson Construction w
be at work tearing out walls and ceilings and providing us with a clean whi
box that will be the palette for our professional design team to help create
amazing learning and program center. For that task, we will need financ
help, but we hope you are just as excited as we are! 2021 is going to be Gr

*Order Wreaths for 2021 Before January 11th*

The Wreaths Across America program will match the total
number of wreaths ordered in advance at regular price ($15 each)
for the wreath placing ceremony in December 2021.

Please call our office @37-498-16530r email at
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.cofar more information.
Checks can be mailed RhO. Box 376, Sidney, OH 45365
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Attention: :

Yearly Membership Meeting will be held 2
Tuesday, January 19, 2021, at 6:30 at the Ross C§nt

NANAANNAANNNNNNAANNNNNNNANANNANNNNNNANANNNNNANNANNANNANANNAANANANNNNNANNANNANNNANNN S

LVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVN



T 03000000

Thank you Mark Schlagetter and
e 7 Mike Jones for constructing a new %
% * S and |mproved shelving system int f
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<hank yoy,

Volunteers

November Volunteer Info

The Morrows6 fAOut of the Pa3t\olunteers
hidden clues for December: 251 Hours

Sidney 5th- Father Time on the Pizzelle
Sidney 31st- Gonzaga .
November:

Clues were found by: . . .
- Elaine Fitchpatrick
Glen Phillips & Carole Leffler Mike Jones

Volunteer gift certificate winners for

The clue will be found ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all our
iout of t he |Pa svolantegrs!cWeidepend on you! In
November, 2160 people participated
in SCHS programs.




Christmas of YesterYear 202(

Because of COVID -19 we were challenged to keep our Christmas of Yesteryear Open
House as scheduled. With the generous help of Steve and Peggy Baker we were able to create
an event that was safe for the public, staff and volunteers.

Usually, there would be stations throughout the house for each child to visit to create
either a gingerbread house, wreath, or c¢lay ornamert
and have their pictures taken, visit the train room, and shack on popcorn and chestnuts
roasted on an open fire.

This year we created 300 goody bags for the children to take home. The bags
contained a gingerbread house kit, a wreath kit, and a wooden ornament kit. Santa was in
his usual red chair but in front of Plexiglas so the children could still speak with him and get
their pictures taken. Popcorn and chestnuts were in higher demand than usual.

Mr. Richard Bailey brought his trains again this year but put up the display in the
window of the Annex building across the street. Mr. Bailey spent numerous hours creating
his joyous exhibit. The display ran each Saturday afternoon in the month of December.

Finally, we would like to thank everyone that helped bring this event to the public:

Beth Bailey Jane Jones Jeanne Schlagetter

Jane Bailey Keith McLain Bob Shoffner

Richard Bailey Sharon Mohrbacher Cecil Steele

Maria Compston Craig Pence Kathie Woodruff

Dave DeVelvis Tilda Phlipot Fairlawn High School Choir

Elaine Fitchpatrick Karen Potts Girl Scout Troop 20285

Girl Scout Troop #20285

Photos by:
Sharon Mohrbacher, Tilda Phlipot, and Janeg







idney Daily News
Monday, January 21, 1946

COMMENDED: First Lt. William A. Ross, happiest fellow on Okinawa tonight.
of this city, has been awarded a special AnoOur regi ment al comma
commendation, dated December 20, 1945, andhe States this week. The"2ifantry is losing one
signed by Lt. Col. Herbert P. Dunlap, commanding of the finest officers it has ever had. Yesterday he
officer of the 24' infantry regiment on Okinawa- handed me a letter of commendation, a copy of
but thatds not t he beswhincehwsl 6ano retnail oesd ngB O r e C ¢

letters to Mr. and Mrs. William A Ross Sr., of Avon On Christmas day, Lt.
| ake. He writesaftéreghtee icomt hg hampi est Chri st ma
Christmases overseas! over seas. |l 0m standing |
The commendation, included in a letter to me to the states. Almost too good to be true. Have
Mr. and Mrs. Ross reads: a hard time convincing myself at times.
née Lt. Ross has' served witmDom&t 2Wwrite anymor
infantry regiment overseas f g be long gone by the time you get this and

approximately two years, since | have b
commanding officer of the 34 infantry
regimental adjutant. Prior to that time
served as a platoon leader and battaliéh §
ALt . Ross has } -
record with this unit and his work .
regimental adjutant has been superior. §
has always been most attentive to his du §
and responsibilities. He has a pleas 2
personality and has handled would have been expected of us if the war
administrative matters with bo had continued.
subordinate and higher headquarters i c AWe were poised for
commendable and efficient manner. Lt. Ross of the war - invasion of the Japanese
AfHe possesses t hose hgmemldi We wese desfinedltevand éviigist land p
that an officer of the United States Army should right were on our side but the cost of victory would
have. | would like to have him serve with me either have been ever so much greater and | might well

get a letter on its way back. Of course if |
go by boat- and | probably will- the trip
alone wil!|l take two w
B me before February.

out gitEavredi nd | werenot
home, | 6d be al most as
that the war is at an end means ever SO
much. Those of us who were on Okinawa
when hostilities ceased know full well what

i n combat or i n peace. 0havebeen partofthe purchase price.
In his letter dated December 20 from NnPast Christmases the
Okinawa, he wrote: so bright as it is this year. Last year | was on
AJust a few | ines toSalieptanygwetknow-upPadty atDlee «
wonderful news | heard today. The point score forcampaign.
officers will drop to 70 the last of the month. That ATwo year s ago today

means | will probably be home in early February. overseas somewhere between the southern tip of

Will probably have about 10 more days of duty Florida and the Panama canal to be more exact.

with the regiment. Most of us had no idea we would be overseas two
iAr ounsl o6tlhhe ble t r a'h s fyears anel get, weoknetv the walirbthe Pacific would

replacement depot for shipment to the States. Judte a long and hard one.

how | ong 10611 have to waitiWeélelr,e Ideewe ndement lar ¢

things- shipping mostly. -thankthe good Lordand now | é6m com
AAny how, t hings arel 6bbkbegseei nfgoryou 80 s

sol di er, and dono6t think I 6m not just about the



Cemetery and throughout Shelby County. A

On Saturday, December 19, 2020, over 600 wreathis
.'H were placed on vetera

ceremony was held at noon to honor all those whc

WRE ATHS have served our country and been laid to rest.
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