Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society

- B N ]

January 2022 Edition

EXPERIENCE

SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY

ROSS HISTORICAL
CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM
Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County
Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and
promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for
tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
No new members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Learning &l Innovation Center Campaign
Launched by Historical Society

The exciting times continue at the Historical Society. The Board of
Trustees has officially announced to begin the fund raising campaign to design and
build the Wallace Family Learning & Innovation Center.

A goal of $900,000 has been set. Co-presidents Julie Gilardi and Faye
Spangler issued a joint statement. “We are thrilled to launch this exciting project.
We are convinced this will be a state of the art, first of a kind learning experience
for visitors. At its essence, history is the best tool we have to educate and inspire
the next generation of children to live, work and invest in our extraordinary
community.”

The Society adopted the following mission statement for the Center. “The
Learning & Innovation Center honors Shelby County’s past and celebrates
generations of visionaries to foster pride in our community and inspire the great
minds of the future.” Designed for adults as well as children, the Center will
educate and inspire us to know, appreciate and plan how to make our own
contribution to our community.

Rich Wallace added, “Susan and I feel so fortunate to live in and benefit
from such a great community. To us, it is about legacy. So many of our ancestors
worked hard to build what we enjoy today. We must pay it forward in our own
way. Our family wants to leave a legacy. It is an honor to invest in this exciting
project. «

Society officials announced several supporters have come forward with
pledges of support. As a result, over half the needed funds have been raised.
However, every dollar someone wishes to contribute is vital to the Center’s
success. A pledge card is enclosed with this newsletter for your use. Gift
commitments can be paid over 1-3 years. The Center will have a donor recognition
board listing the names of those contributing over $500.
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Eye-catching graphics allow for a peek inside
Featured businesses prominently displayed




The Shelby County Historical Society Celebrates

The Shelby County Historical Society held a combined Legacy and Volunteer
Appreciation Open House on Wednesday. December 8, 2021, at the newly renovated Wallace
Family Learning and Innovation Center. Guests were welcomed by Co-President Faye
Spangler.

Director Tilda Phlipot honored Richard Bailey, Michael Jones, Mark Schlagetter, and
Lee Woodruff with Volunteer of the Year awards. These four men have been instrumental to
the Shelby County Historical Society donating hundreds of hours to make sure all the Society's
activities run smoothly and are successful. From building 1,000 crosses for the Field of Crosses
this year to roasting Chestnuts over the open fire, the Shelby County Historical Society could
never think about completing the events that we do each year without dedicated volunteers like
these four men. Words will never tell these men how much they are needed and appreciated.

Right to Left:
Lee Woodruff, Mike Jones, Mark Schlagetter, Richard Bailey, and Tilda Phlipot
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aVOLUNTEERSyo

November Volunteer Info:
33 Volunteers
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ATTENTION:
Yearly Membership Meeting will be held January
18, 2022, at 6:30 at the Wallace Family Learning

and Innovation Center
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for December:

Spot-Rob and Chad Lowe
Sidney 16th-Shelby County Historical Society
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Beth Bailey, and Judy Harp

The clue will be found ONLY in the

/L) “Out of the Past” section.

just celebrated 75 years! 238 Hours
Clues were found by: Volunteer gift certificate winners for
Mark Deam, Glen Phillips, Phyllis Piper, November:
Christi Thomas, Ellen Freytag, Carole Leffler, Carol Meyer
Paul and Janice Workman, Karen Helman, Mark Schlagetter

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In
November, 1097 people participated in
SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com




On December 18, 2021, at 12:00 pm, all across the country, 3100

memorial sites like this one, in all 50 states, at sea and abroad participate
in the Wreaths Across America. The Shelby County Historical Society
and Vets to DC helped Graceland Cemetery to Remember and Honor our
veterans by laying Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our

\N/ RE ATHS community’s fallen heroes. The goal was 600 wreaths and the final total
was 725!

— dcCross A special thank you to all the volunteers that showed up to help with

AMERIC A the ceremony and the laying of wreaths. Many hands make for short
work!

The Sidney Veterans Honor Guard consisting of : e
American Legion Post 217 and the VFW Post 4239 L-R: Duane Mullen led the

prayers; Jon Baker, MC; and

singing the National Anthem,
PFC Isaiah Pleiman,

US Army National Guard

Presenting the ceremonial wreath to
honor the US Merchant Marines were
(L-R) Mike Jones US Army Veteran,
Boy Scout Ryan Gibson, and Dean
Morrow US Air Force Veteran

Every year the first 50 wreaths are
laid on the Civil War Veteran’s graves
near the flagpole. The name of each
veteran is said out loud before the
wreaths are placed.




Council of Religious Education Celebrates

100th School Year in SCS

Wi R —

ritten by Jane Bailey

What better way to prepare our children for
what is to come than by giving them a solid
foundation of morals to stand on? For the past 100
years, many Sidney area parents have chosen to give
their children a spiritual education alongside their
normal school education via the “released-time”
program put forth by the Council of Religious
Education, Inc. (CORE) at Sidney City Schools.
CORE’s mission since 1921 has been “to reach
children throughout Sidney who have not had the
opportunity to learn God’s Word” and to reinforce
lessons they have learned at home. They have
succeeded in their mission for a century now with
hopefully many more years to come!

After World War I, many educators saw the
need for reform in the way students received an
education in the United States of America. Professor
Walter S. Athearn wrote a book “A National System
of Education” in 1920 that included the idea for a
system of weekday religious education available to
school-aged children. A Board of Religious
Education was established here in Sidney composed
of ministers and lay persons from multiple religious
institutions in the city to implement its first “released-
time” program for the 1921-1922 school year, which
has been in almost continuous operation since. The
first teacher was Miss Elsie Smith (later known as
Mrs. Mullen) and children in :
grades 1-6 were taught for 20
minutes at each of Sidney’s Ward
schools as well as the elementary
schools in Port Jefferson,
Maplewood, and Orange
Township. .

By 1956, longer class |8
periods were recommended by the
state director for
Religious Education, resulting in a |
twenty minute extension.
Unfortunately, this extension also |3
meant that religion teachers were | |
no longer able to reach the same
volume of students as they had
previously. Grades 1, 5, and 6

| Photos from SDN

were suspended along with classes taught outside of
Sidney until the consolidation of the outlying
elementary schools with Sidney City Schools. A
dinner at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in 1964
celebrated the 50" anniversary of Weekday Religious
Education in the United States as well as the 42™
anniversary of released time classes in Sidney. The
following year, however, Moore vs. the Board of
Education, which involved religious education in Fort
Recovery after the consolidation of parochial schools
with the public school, ruled that any weekday
released-time education must take place off public
school grounds, not be taught by a public school
teacher, and be non-denominational in nature. This
resulted in several changes for Sidney’s Weekday
Religious Education program.

As a result of the 1965 court case, a mobile
office trailer was custom built by the Branstrator
Corporation out of Fort Wayne, IN, to be used as the
new “mobile unit” for Weekday Religious Education
in Sidney City Schools. It was shown off at the
Shelby County fair before its implementation in the
fall as the first mobile classroom in the state of Ohio.
Charles Bertsch and Tom Brubaker were the first
men employed to transport the unit between Central,
Emerson, Longfellow, Lowell, Parkwood, and
Whittier Elementary Schools. At this time, 93% of

i —mmrry students  from grades 2-4  were
enrolled in released-time religious
| education classes at a cost of $30 per
] student. Funds for the program were
raised by the Council of Religious

Education through donations via
churches, organizations, private
“|individuals and  entities, and

beginning in 1994, a yearly chicken

Teacher Marie . . .
dinner fundraiser to provide a salary

Cowell with - .
students after the | for the religious education teacher,
implementation [ materials, and the upkeep of the

of the first
motorized mobile
unit in 1982.

mobile unit.

As class sizes began to grow
and costs involving the mobile unit
increased, it was decided that a newer
unit was necessary and in 1982, a 28

negatives.




ft. Argosy motor home was secured by Airstream,
Inc. for CORE to use as their new mobile classroom.
Furnishings from the previous trailer were
transferred to the freshly painted new unit which
was also outfitted with a heater, carpeting, and
storage cabinets for books and educational materials.
Members of the community volunteered to drive the
motorized van from one school to another, which
helped cut costs greatly for the organization. It was
estimated the new van could have paid for itself in
three years when compared with the cost of
transporting and setting up the previous trailer. A
small victory for CORE was celebrated in 1988
when the Ohio Attorney General ruled that it is
indeed legal for students to be released for a short
period of time each week for religious education off
of school property so long as they have written
permission by a parent or legal guardian — a ruling
that is still upheld today under Ohio Revised Code
section 3313.6022.

Almost thirty years ago, the present mobile
classroom was put into operation by Bob Elliott and
David Fleming. The new traveling classroom was
converted from a 40 ft. Gillig metro bus used as an
airport shuttle bus with funds received from Mary
Heft, local churches, and other individuals under the
direction of Scott Dorsey. A dedication ceremony
was then held on March 15, 1992, at the Sidney First
United Methodist Church under the theme “To God
be the Glory.” In 2006, a second bus was acquired
and the interior was renovated to meet logistic needs
with Sidney City Schools. Despite a vandalism
attempt in 2016, the newer bus still remains in use
today in coordination with Sidney City Schools and
the original first bus was retired in 2018.

Throughout the past century, there have been
many enthusiastic teachers ready to spread messages
of God’s love and kindness to local school children.
Elsie (Smith) Mullen, Helen (Nourse) Norton,
Charlotte Sears, Jean Wandry, Annabel Fisher,
Marie Cowell, Cheryl Styles, Lori Cooper, Tina

Hottle, and current teachers Shavon Puckett and
Brenda Thompson will probably always hold a
special place in their students’ hearts. Although
enrollment rates were lower than normal this year
due to COVID restrictions and new school policies,
CORE has seen enrollment rates upwards of 97%
student participation in past years. Their curriculum
consists of teachings on basic Christian principles
taken from the Bible and Christian living not based
on any single Christian religion. Students discuss
important topics such as loving one another,
forgiveness, sharing, and helping one another.
Examples are given of men and women throughout
the United States’ history whose faith and concern
for others’ well being has helped them to accomplish
their dreams and goals.

According to CORE President Scott Dorsey,
“I believe this program helps to make better citizens
in our community. We’ve been in service to the
community for 99 years, and there’s a lot of new
programs coming up, but we’re still the oldest.” This
year, the Council of Religious Education has just
implemented a new trailer classroom to use along
with its mobile unit, one of which is currently
serving Emerson Elementary School. Changes
throughout school policy, such as its restructuring of
the elementary schools, have made it progressively
more difficult for CORE to remain a viable aspect of
student education. To keep up with the changes,
there are now two teachers, Shavon Puckett and
Brenda Thompson, who serve in each of the units
owned by CORE and now teach the first and second
grades at Sidney City Schools. Despite past hiccups,
religious education has persevered in Sidney for 100
years and will hopefully be around for many more,
spreading the word of God’s love to the youth of our
community!

Article written with information provided by Scott Dorsey
and the Council of Religious Education, Inc.

Council of Religious Education
P.O. Box 435, Sidney, Ohio 45365




Christmas of UgsterJgar 2021

Christmas of Yesteryear looked a little
different again this year. With Covid still being
an issue, the Society decided to do goody bags | g
to keep exposure to a minimum. Thanks to a [©_‘&
generous donation from Steve and Peggy Baker
we were able to provide special made goody [
bags with a gingerbread kit, a wreath making s
kit, and an ornament kit for the first 300 £
children to come through. In addition, we were f&
able to provide one free photo with Santa. 2

After the Open House we participated in [
the Winter Wonderland Parade held around the
court square.

Pictured top left to right: Jane Bailey played
photographer for the day. Her hat had jingle bells that were
very helpful in getting young ones attention; 300 bags ready
to go; Beth Bailey kept the photo printer running smoothly;
Santa (Dave DeVelvis) sat in his red chair in front of the main
fireplace for photos; Mark Schlagetter, Mike Jones, Bob
Shoffner, and Keith McLain were the popcorn and chestnut
crew who kept the fires burning; Richard Bailey (not pictured)
brought in his train display for the little kids (and big kids) to
enjoy; last but not least Bob Shoffner pulled our float in the
parade. The float had a tent and a Christmas tree to promote
the Civil War Living History Weekend that will be coming
September 17 & 18, 2022.

Photos by: Tilda Phlipot and Sharon Mohrbacher
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JAN-1947-75 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2d)-“Am I little Mr. 1947 in Shelby county?”
asks the baby boy born New Year’s afternoon at 1:30
o’clock in Wilson Memorial hospital to Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Van Horn, of rural route two. Baby Van Horn is
the first baby listed this afternoon arriving in time for the
competition for first place in the “Who’s first from heaven
in ‘47” contest conducted by 14 establishments of Sidney in
cooperation with The Sidney Daily News. The rules to
follow were that; the parents must have been residents of
Shelby county for at least a year’ the hour, minute and date
of birth in 1947 be certified in writing by the attending
physician and present at the office of the Sidney Daily
News within 48 hours of the birth; baby must be born in
Shelby county, in the hospital or at home. Baby Van Horn
weighs eight pounds, and is the second child born to Mr.
And Mrs. Van Horn.

SHELBY CT. (11%)-Two more “Flying Farmers,” Virgil
Bensman and Virgil Soders, R.R. 4, Sidney, have joined the
all-American air maneuvers being sponsored by the Gulf
Corporation. Although Bensman owns a plane, the two
men motored to Florida, and expect to join Ernest Shaw
and Ben Dowell there to take part in the air activities.
They left Sidney Saturday at 2 p.m. and were in Miami at 1
a.m. They report that the temperature is 80 degrees. They
expect to be gone two weeks.

SIDNEY (20%) - Ross Products, impressive winners of
two straight games will meet a strong Hamburger Shop
quintet at Sidney high school gym Wednesday night in a
headline attraction as the Sidney Amateur Basketball
association enters its third week of cage action. Ross,
winners over C. J. Harp and Snavely Brothers by large
margins, will be gunning for its third straight league
triumph, while Hamburger Shop will strive to raise its
percentage above the . 500 mark. HBP.

SHELBY CT. (21st)-HBM-Livery barns, new roads, the
old courthouse, The Shelby County Democrat, early high
school days, these things are mentioned in an interesting
reminiscing sketch sent to the Sidney Daily News from
John F. Luckey, of Piqua, prominent lumber dealer and saw
mill operator. Mr. Luckey, who lived in Shelby county for
many years and who attended Sidney high school says he is
“hovering around the four score mark.” He explained that
he and his two brothers lost their mother in 1880 when he
was twelve years of age, and then he came to Sidney to live
with Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Laird. I entered the sixth grade and
introduced to Miss Ida Haslup. She welcomed me into the
class. Some of my classmates were Bessie Thompson, Eva
Ailes, Clara Amos, Hatty Horr, Bill Pfeil, Jack Mills, Pinkey
Brubaker, and Will Amos.

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
JAN-1922-100 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

FT. LORAMIE-Barney Asclage of Ft. Loramie had an
exciting experience on his arrival in Sidney Thursday for a
short visit with his son Clerk of Courts Albert Aselage. As
he was turning the corner of Oak avenue and South street,
riding in his Ford auto he was struck by the big truck of
the Sidney Tool company which came along at that time.
Aselage’s Ford was badly damaged and Ben Aselage who
was riding with his father suffered minor injuries but other
than a sudden jar followed by a bad case of nervousness
Mr. Aslage was not injured.

HARDIN (13%)-While driving over the Big Four track at
Hardin station Monday afternoon, Andrew Wade, riding in
a buggy was struck by the west train #21. The buggy was
badly damaged and thrown to the side of the track.
Andrew was considerably bruised about the head and body
but not seriously hurt.

MAPLEWOOD-The arrest of Jack Ritchie and John
Miller of Santa Fee, charged with stealing chickens from
John Wildermuth of near Maplewood, it is believed, will
clear up a lot of chicken thieving that has been going on in
the vicinity for some time.

SIDNEY-Mrs. Katherine Fristheller of this city and
Joseph Soders of Wapakoneta were united in marriage
Tuesday morning at 6:30 a.m., by Rev. Father Fortman.
The witness being Miss Elizabeth Ladden, a close friend of
the bride and Isadore Steinke, a nephew of the groom.
After the wedding they went to the home of the bride on
Wilkinson avenue where breakfast was served. Later in the
day they motored to the home of the bride’s parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Philip Elsass of Botkins where the wedding
dinner and supper were served.

SIDNEY (20t%)-Chief of Police O”Leaty celebrated the
thirtieth anniversary of his service upon the police force of
this city Wednesday. Most of this time he has served as the
city’s efficient chief. He received the congratulations of his
many friends during the day.

SHELBY CT. (27%)-Sheriff Frank Clark, Deputy Sheriff
Charles J. Woolley and Officer Jos. Layman drove to the
Filburn Hotel at Filburn’s landing of the Loramie reservoir
Monday afternoon armed with search warrants to investige
rumors that considerable corn whiskey was manufactured
there. Upstairs in one of the south rooms they found 200
gallons in what is said to be the largest “still” yet
discovered in Shelby county. The mash was destroyed.
The “still” + whiskey were brought to Sidney to be used as
evidence. Officers placed Dan Filburn, his wife and
George Schmeider Jr. under arrest and charged them with
manufacturing whiskey in violation of the prohibition laws.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS NON PROFIT ORG.
. . SIDNEY, OH 45365
Shelby County Historical Society PERMIT #31
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Scott Smith, David Potts, and

Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Steve and Peg Baker

Bent Finger Foundation

Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.
Thomas Faulkner

William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones

Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nitabds
Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Robert Sargeant

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




