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The Shelby County
Historical Society
Celebrates

Volunteers of the Year

Chris and Dianne
Wooddell

Help Needed to Build the 2024 Exhibit

In January 1879, the Sidney Journal announced that the Philip
Smith Company had produced up to 8,000 bells and 4,000 sugar kettles.
Smith’s company continued to grow and expanded into producing an
assortment of ‘hollow ware.” The demand for cookware allowed Smith to
expand, and he began to manufacture the finest quality of polished hollow
ware until 1897.

The Wagner Manufacturing Company was established in 1891 and
battled Philip Smith head-to-head in manufacturing cookware. In 1897,
Smith and Wagner created what was perhaps the largest business deal in
Sidney’s history up to that time. Smith sold the cookware portion of his
business to Wagner Manufacturing. Smith went into a new direction
concentrating on the production of grain handling and cleaning
equipment. His company today is known as Sidney Manufacturing
Company. The Wagner Manufacturing Company went on to dominate the
cookware industry for years.

The community watches brokenheartedly as the old Wagner
Manufacturing building is dismantled one brick at a time. No one can
disagree that the building had fallen into disrepair and was dangerous to
the community, but losing this iconic building brings an era to an end.

The Shelby County Historical Society would like to create an
exhibit at the Ross Historical Center to honor the Wagner Manufacturing
Company era. If you own a rare piece of Wagner Ware or would like to
share a personal story about Wagner Manufacturing Company, please
contact the Shelby County Historical Society at 937-498-1653 or stop in at
the Ross Historical Center located at 201 North Main Ave., Sidney, Ohio.

ATTENTION:

Yearly Membership Meeting will be held
January 16, 2023, at 6:30 at the Ross Center




Helping Me, Help You.

Over the last several months I have had the extraordinary pleasure
. of being a part of this wonderful organization that has blessed me with
° * ) the role which I hold here. I have learned, made mistakes, and learned
“PlﬂSlty} again. One of the reasons I have a passion for all things history is that it
C ﬂl'llel' : is an ever-evolving learning process. There is always another story to
hear or to be told. I have had the opportunity to explore this through the
process of article writing. I have been able to research things I hadn’t
seen before, heard of, or knew much about. This has also given me the
chance to reach out to a new community of people who are willing to
By Cynthia Preston listen to a new voice with a new perspective. The extent to which I have
gained knowledge, perspectives, social interactions, and new

experiences is immeasurable to me. I have all of you to thank for that.

With this little blurb to show my appreciation, I am asking for your help. To keep expanding upon
my knowledge base, I’d like to explore even more new ideas and topics. How can you, as the reader, help?
I am curious as to what you’re curious about. Is there something you don’t know much about that you’d
like to? I want to learn that too. Is there a thing you’ve seen here at the historical society that piqued your
interest, and you want more information? I want to learn more too. Send me your ideas, thoughts, opinions,
research hopes, and dreams, and I will learn it and write about it. This allows the curiosity in me to satisfy
the curiosity in you. Call, write, stop in to chat with me, or email throughout this next year and maybe we
can all learn something new together. And again, I thank you for your continued support.

Stay curious my friends.

<hank yoy,

VOLUNTEERS
The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” Novembeerolunteer Info:
hidden clues for December: Vo};mteers
Shelby Ct. 14th—Dave Richard & Tom Swifty ours
Sidney 12th—1988 Volunteer gift certificate winners for
Clues were found by: November:
Judy Harp

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In
November, people participated

The clue will be found ONLY in the in SCHS programs.

“Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



America 250 Coming Soon

Originating in the old Northwest Territory, Ohio did not exist when the United States was born in 1776.
This old Northwest Territory, west of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi, became Ohio, Indiana,
Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin, and a bit of Minnesota. Many veterans of our Revolutionary War migrated
here, brought families, settled, and helped to create the states and the country we have come to love. Many of
them were buried in Ohio and states farther west.

Seventeen Revolutionary War Veterans may lie buried here in Shelby County by Barbara Adams’
research. Is one of them your ancestor? We hope our readers can help locate those graves before America’s
250" birthday in 2026. Contact us if you can help (info@shelbycountyhistory.org).

Lewis BOYER, b. 1755 near Hagerstown, Maryland; m. Rosanna KERNS 1789 in Rockingham County,
Virginia; 10 children; d.  Wesley Chapel Cemetery, Brown Road.

James CANNON, b. 1756, Ireland; m. Mary “Polly” LONG, Ligonier County, Pennsylvania; 7 children; d.
1725; Carey Cemetery, Hardin.

Ezra CAREY II, b. 1735, Morris County, New Jersey; m' Mary HOLMAN; m? Lydia THOMPSON; 7
children?; d. 1828; Carey Cemetery, Hardin

Zachariah CECIL, b. 1758, Maryland; m. Nancy INGRAM; 7+ children; d. 20 Aug 1823; Carey Cemetery,
Hardin

Thomas CURTS, b. 16 Jan 1855, Northampton County, Pennsylvania; d. 28 May 1842; Old Loramie Valley
Cemetery, Botkins

Rev. Wm. Forest Ray DAVIS, b. ?, Virginia?; m. Elizabeth __; d. ?; Carey Cemetery, Hardin?
Charles/Caleb GOBEL, b. c. 1760; d. c. 22 Mar 1838; Protestant Cemetery, East Sidney?
Peter HALL, b. 26 Oct 1764 Monmouth County, New Jersey; 4 children; d. 1841

Col. John HARDIN, b. 1753, Virginia; d. 1792; Hardin Park

John LINE, b. 1758, New Jersey; m. Mary BALTZELL; 6 children; d. 1834; Medaris Cemetery, Perry
Township

Joseph LINE, b. 4 May 1756, Sussex Co, New Jersey; m. 1782 Mary M. HOUST; 9 children; d. 4 Sep 1837;
Medaris Cemetery, Perry Township

David MELLINGER, b. 15 Mar 1762, Pennsylvania or Kentucky; 10 children; d. 4 Sep 1848; Beechwood
Cemetery, Lockington

Elijah PIXLEY, b. 1763; d. 7; m. Eleanor __; 7 children

Thomas A. SHAW, b. 13 Oct 1753, Ireland; m. Polly McCOY MCcKEE; 7 children; d. 27 Decl1835;
Presbyterian Cemetery/Graceland Cemetery, Sidney

Joshua STEVENS, b. 1733, Pennsylvania; m. Priscilla HUMPHRIES; d. 1823; 1 child?: Carey Cemetery,
Hardin

Timothy WALES, b. c1759; m. Elizabeth __; 2 children?; d. c. 1849, Howell Cemetery, Montra

Samuel WOODWARD, b. 11 Jan 1760, Virginia; m' _, in Virginia; m? Sarah ROBERTS, in Warren County,
Ohio; d. 25 Sep 1852; Pioneer Cemetery, Plattsville



ELEMENTARY TEACHERS ONCE SCHOOLED AT ANNA

Former Schools and Outdated Teacher Rules

By Dorothy Foster
Originally published in Historical Highlights in June 1999

ANNA NORMAL SCHOOL opened in SHELBY
CounTty in the fall of 1915, and was housed in one
wing of the Anna School. A comprehensive one-
year training course was offered to prepare
elementary teachers in all of the

9. The teacher who performs his labor faithfully
and without fault for five years will be given an
increase of twenty-five cents per week in his pay,
providing the Board of Education approves.

Perhaps some of this may be "tongue in cheek," but
nevertheless these rules are true

basics. My mother, Gladys Gaines
Foster, was a student at the Normal
School during its second year of
operation. She graduated from
Normal School in 1917 and began to
teach at the age of 18.

Mother's first teaching was in
Shelby County Schools, followed by
several years of teaching in St.
Petersburg, Florida, making a total of
eight years in her early teaching
career. After my father died in 1952,
she went back to school and teaching,
graduating in 1958 from Ohio
Northern University with a Bachelor
of Science degree. She continued
teaching until she was 75 years old,

Anna Public School Building.

indications of what was expected of
teachers in those days.

In her scrapbook I also found an actual
1923 Florida teaching contract, where
my mother taught for several years. The
contractual salary was $110 per month.
Listed were 23 rigid stipulations to be
obeyed, two of which include: "Keep
school grounds and premises clean and
free from trash, waste paper, etc." and
"Avoid breaking the skin or drawing
blood in punishing a pupil. In corporal
punishment avoid the use of clubs,
books, or other inconsistent objects."
Anna Normal School turned out 212
graduates before closing at the end of the
1927 school year because of the belief
that teachers should have more than one

making a total of 21 years in the Sidney
school system.

At the beginning Mother taught grades 1-8 in one-
room schools, where she had all of the janitorial duties,
including building the fire to keep the classroom warm
in cold weather. Though she no doubt told me, I do not
remember her salary in those early years, but I know it
was very small.

Scrapbook Reveals Rules for Teachers
The following rules for teachers in 1872 (before
mother's time) were found in her scrapbook.
1. Teachers each day will fill lamps and clean
chimneys.
2. Each teacher will bring a bucket of water and a
scuttle of coal for the day.
3. Make your pens carefully. You may whittle nibs
to the individual taste of the pupils.
4. Men teachers may take one evening each week
for courting purposes, or two evenings a week if
they go to church regularly.
5. After ten hours in school, the teachers may spend
the remaining time reading the Bible or other good
books.
6. Women teachers who marry or engage in
unseemly conduct will be dismissed.
7. Every teacher should lay aside from each pay a
goodly sum of his earnings for his benefit during
his declining years so that he will not become a
burden.
8. Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in any
form, frequents pool or public halls, or gets shaved
in a barber shop will give good reason to suspect
his worth, intention, integrity, and honesty.

year of training. The building in which
the Anna Normal School was housed, along with all
grades of the Anna School, was built in 1883 at a total
cost of $7,513.40. Previously, there had been a series
of three small log school buildings, the first built in
1836. A March 14, 1925, state inspection of the 1883
red brick building determined that it was inadequate, so
on August 19, 1925, the Anna Board of Education
passed a resolution to build a new building. This white
brick building was dedicated on February 11, 1927, and
was in use only ten years.

Earthquake Destroyed School

On March 2, 1937, an earthquake at 9:50 a.m.
shook the 1927 building so severely that all of it, except
the partially completed farm shop, was condemned and
razed. The wrecking of the building in the summer of
1937 cost $5,000.

For one day, March 8, 1937, the entire student
body was housed in the Sunday school rooms of the
two local churches. These structures were damaged by
an intense tremor on March 9 at 12:45 a.m. From
March 15 to May 28, 1937, all pupils and teachers were
housed in the living rooms, dining rooms, or office
rooms of fourteen private homes, with the entire system
united by a public address system.

On Aug. 13, 1937, the U.S. War Department
granted the use of the abandoned CCC barracks at
Sidney to the Anna Board of Education. Beginning on
Aug. 17, 14,600 square feet of buildings were
transported to Anna. The "barracks" were joined,
arranged, furnished, and ready for occupancy on
Tuesday, September 7, the opening day of the fall term.
These barracks were arranged into 18 class rooms. The



pupils of the Anna schools were housed in the barracks
for the entire 1937-38 school year; the buildings covered
about 15,000 square feet of area on the school playground
opposite the building site.

Actual work on the new school building was begun
on December 6, 1937, and nine months later on
September 6, 1938, students entered the building for their
new school year. The inscriptions over the main entrances
read: LEARNING IS LIVING; KNOWLEDGE IS
POWER; ENTER TO LEARN, LEAVE TO SERVE. |
had the privilege of teaching high school home
economics in this building from February 1959 to June
1960, at which time I was called to Columbus to work in
the State Department of Education. The 1938 building is
still used for grades 6 through 12, with twelve additional
classrooms to be added for use starting in the fall of
2000. Grades K through 5 are housed in the new
elementary school which opened in 1994.

Anna Area Schools Since 1836

The first school house in Dinsmore Twp. was built in
1836 of round logs. The building was about 20 feet
square, with puncheon floor and seats; a spacious
fireplace extended the full length of the north side; a stick
chimney and a one-light window. It was located in the
north-west corner of the plat, now known as the Loramie
Graveyard. The second building was similar in
construction, except as to windows, which in this case
consisted of three-light sash placed in a right line and
filled with glass. The third house was a log building
about 18x20 ft. built in 1844. An election in 1876 created
the Anna Special School District from portions of
Dinsmore and Franklin townships.

On one corner, where Main Street and the toll road
crossed, was the first school house (in Anna), built in
1876, sometimes in the pond, a brushy acre or two on
another corner, plenty of room for a deeper pond on the
third, with John Munch and his original log house on the
fourth corner, high and dry. This school house was a one
-room building in the beginning, but later another
department was added.

The next school building was completed in 1883 at a
cost of $7,513. Three departments were then instituted,
and after 1890 four departments were maintained and also
a County Normal. The Normal School was abolished in
1927, after operating for twelve years.

The next school building was built in 1927
(destroyed in 1937) on the same site on which the old
building stood. Contractors were Kuck & Neimeyer, of
New Knoxville, and the architect was F.A. DeCurtins. It
was built at a cost of $65,000. It had ten class rooms,
gym, and a large modern basement. The school board
believed that “all work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy,” and therefore obtained a large tract of land
adjoining the school ground to be used as a playground.

(Excerpts from 1898 Anna School Course of Study
and Manual, Jan. 24, 1898, and Anna Centennial
History, 1833-1933, by Paul Schilling and Willis Ailes,
Oct. 1933.)

This photo shows the Anna School as construction
is completed and before it was dedicated on Feb. 22,
1927. This building, often referred to as the “White

Brick,” was constructed as an addition to the
original brick school. A bond issue of $50,000 was
passed for the project. During 1926-1927, 12 one-

room schools were brought into the Anna School
District to increase enrollment from 88 to 342
students and the faculty from eight to 14 teachers.

This school was heavily damaged in the earthquake

0f 1937 and had to be torn down.

ol o

The U.S. War Department moved these barracks
into Anna after the March 2, 1937 earthquake, to
be used as temporary school buildings.




Christmas of UgsterUgar 2023

Christmas of Yesteryear always starts with the
building of gingerbread houses. L to R: Dianne
Wooddell, Tilda Phlipot, Cynthia Preston, ]
Becky Michael, and Melissa Bowers. Santa and friends!

Clay ornament station manned by
Cynthia Preston and Kathie Woodruff.

Anne Morrow,
Sharon Mohrbacher
and Jane Bailey

Our fearless helpers in the gingerbread room
Nancy Russell and Elaine Fitchpatrick.

The train display was inside the Wallace Family Learning
and Innovation Center. Many thanks to Richard Bailey
for all his hard work putting this display together every year!

Karen Potts and family man
the tin icicle station.

Popcorn and chestnuts were
roasted on an open fire! Many

thanks to Bob Shoffner, . .
Mike Jones, Mark Schlagetter ‘Weliad'over 900 visitors
and Keith McLain! this year! Thanks to all
who came!



THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JAN 1954 - 70 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

PLUMBERS HONOR (17t)-Plumbers will join with
printers on January 17 in honoring the memory of
Benjamin Franklin on his 247% birthday. It was Old Ben
the Plumbing and Heating Industries Bureau reminds us,
who brought the first bathtub to American in 1791. Ben
got the idea from the French whose customs, language, and
science he studied diligently in the course of several visits
abroad. It was on his last voyage that he brought back with
him to Philadelphia a hammered copper bathtub shaped
like a slipper. The “slipper” bathtub had an open end
above the heel where the bather entered and assumed a
sitting position. The bathtub had no piping connections.
The water had to be poured into the bathtub. There was a
small brazier under the heel in which charcoal could be
burned to heat the water. Franklin will be honored on his
birthday as one of the founders of the plumbing industry in
the United States.

SIDNEY (20%)-Over two hundred girls and boys of the
Sidney High School Music Department will participate in
the annual vocal concert on Thursday evening, January 28
at 8:15 o’clock in the Sidney High School auditorium. Four
choral groups will be featured: the Junior Girls’ Chorus,
Senior Gitls’ Chorus, Boys Chorus, and Mixed Chorus. A
senior octet consisting of Jo Bowen, Marjorie Blake, Marcia
McVay, Martha Eilerman, Jerry Blake, Ronny Moore, Cole
Tremaine, and Tom Dunnavant will be a between — scenes
attraction. Two instrumental numbers will also be
presented: a piano solo by Diane Berting and a piano duet
by Shelby Jean Hazel and Diane Berting. A medley of
songs from the Broadway show, “South Pacific”” and “Paint
Your Wagon” and one of the hit tunes of “The King and
I” are samples of the modern numbers. These choral
groups are under the direction of Miss Margaret Faulkner
and Richard Melvin. Accompanists for the evening will be:
Dorethea Sheperd, Diane Berting, Shelby Jean Hazel and
Phil Webb. HBP

SWANDERS (21s9)-A helping hand-The newly-acquired
farm premises of R. L. Copeland was a bechive of activity
the other day as friendly neighbors pitched in to effect the
transfer of Copeland’s house furnishing and equipment to
the farm, located a mile east of Swanders. The neighborly
gesture developed after Copeland suffered a broken back in
a recent accident at his former residence. The goodwill
party included Mary Copeland, Mrs. Harley Gross, Mrs.
A.P. Gross, Mrs. Merild Gross, Mrs. Roy Wildermuth, Mrs.
Helen Zwiebel, Mrs. R. L. Copeland, Harley Gross, A.P.
Gross, Harris Sharp, Virgil Timeus, James Davis, Fred
Zimpfer and Bob Harshbarger. (Sidney News Phot Cuts)
HBM

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1899-125 Years Ago-JAN.
Compiled by Anne Morrow

JACKSON CTR-The Knights of the Golden Eagle lodge
will have a public installation next Monday evening...W.
D. Pence was quietly married recently to Miss Laura
McLaughlin, daughter of John McLaughlin and wife, who
live east of here...Rev. ].J. Richards, pastor of the St. Johns
M. E. church, and Miss Mary Coleman, of Toledo, were
married two weeks ago Wednesday.

SIDNEY (20%) - Thursday evening about 80 of the
employees of J. N. Anderson gathered at his wheel stock
factory and marched to his home on Miami avenue, and
made him a present of the finest quartered oak roll top
Secretary desk and chair that could be bought. The
presentation speech was made by George Hutchison, an
employee on behalf of the employees of the factory and
was responded by Mr. Anderson who received his quests
in an elegant manner. The evening was spent in playing
games. Music was furnished by Jim Gaffign. At 10 o’clock
the employees of the factory marched to the rink where
they had made arrangements to meet the Klute band and
from there they marched to the home of Daniel Howard
and serenaded Rolla Barber and bride, nee Miss Howard,
who were married that evening. Mr. Barber and the bride’s
father, Daniel Howard, are both employees of Anderson
wheel stock factory.

SIDNEY (27t)-August Magoto was before Mayor Kessler
Monday evening charged with keeping his saloon open on
Sunday. The charge was preferred by Policeman O’Leary.
Magato pleaded not guilty and his hearing was set for
Friday morning. His bond was placed at $100 which he
furnished. Thursday morning he changed his plea to guilty.
He was fined $25 and cost and sentenced to the county jail
for ten days... The third notice to vacate was served Friday
in the army societies occupying Neal Post room in the
Monumental building by the Monumental Trustees. The
notice was in the form of a resolution adopted by the
trustees in view of the fact that the previous notices have
not been complied with. The notice states that on the first
Monday of April the partition between the library room
and the post room will be removed and the army societies
must on or before that date be prepared to take care of
their property.

LOCKINGTON-H. Hardest has moved in Samuel
Johnston’s  house...Joe Martin has moved near
Kirkwood...Frank Brush and family have returned to
Lockington with their goods, after a six weeks’ stay in
Texas. They were not at all pleased with the country. Levi
Wagner and son John, who went with Mr. Brush, came
back with them...The new telephone line is much
appreciated by the business men in town.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep

history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey and Cynthia Preston
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Phil Abbott

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos
Steve and Peg Baker

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund

John Coffield

Continental Express, Inc.
Detailed Machining, Inc.
David and Linda DeVelvis
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones
Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




