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Welcome 
New Members: 

 
Tad and Mary Ball, Sidney 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

The 4th Annual  

Historic Downtown 

Ghost Tour 

 Wednesday, October 19 and  
Thursday, October 20 

Times: 6:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m., and 8:00 p.m. each night 

This year’s tour will begin at Courtview Center,  
100 S. Main Ave, Sidney (in the main hallway) 

Members may purchase adult tickets for $8 in the month of  
September and $10 starting October 1.   

Children 18 and under are $5. 
Tickets are available at the  

Ross Center, 201 N. Main Ave, Sidney 

USO Show-Dinner 
 The Shelby County Historical Society is proud to be  
partnering with the Sidney-Shelby County YMCA, Dorothy 
Love Retirement Community, and Shelby County Veterans 
Organizations to bring you an old -fashioned USO Show and 
Dinner on Saturday, October 22, 2011, at 7 p.m. at the American 
Legion Hall (1265 Fourth Ave., Sidney)!  There will be a live 
band, dancing, food, cash bar, and a variety show with local 
talent.  This event is a Make a Difference Day Project to help 
support our troops overseas and the veterans at the VA Hospital 
in Dayton, Ohio.    
 The fee for admission is a cash donation and/or four 
personal care items that will be sent to our troops overseas for 
Christmas.  Please see included flyer for a complete list of items 
needed.   
 If you have a loved one in the military that is stationed 
overseas, please submit his/her name to us before October 22 so 
that person can be included in receiving a care package. 
 Come out and support our troops and help us make this a 
Christmas to remember for them! 
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VOLUNTEERS 

August Volunteer Info: 
30 Volunteers 
318 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for August: 
Lindsey Schlagetter 

Ian Mohrbacher 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In August, 236 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue this month: 

Sidney (24) Tom Swiftlies is a  
word game not a person 

 
The clue was found by: 

Carolyn Haney and Tom Salm,  
 
 
 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

The Eclectic Pen of  
William Binkley 

Editor of The Sidney Journal 
1869 to 1905 

By: Albert Binkley Dickas, PhD. 

Introductory Price  
Members $18 until October 31, 2011 
Regular Price $20, November 1, 2011 

Non Members $25 

 When William Binkley became editor of The Sidney 
Journal, he cajoled, berated, nagged, and shamed the 
political and financial leaders of both town and county as 
he sought to improve the community and the area.  Some of 
his accomplishments: 
  

♦ Helped Sidney shed its status as a frontier 
community   

♦ Was instrumental in the creation of the 
Monumental Building   

♦ Helped form the first city-wide fire protection 
system 

♦ Led the effort to create the public library 

New Boo
k  

Has A
rrived

!!! 
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Paul Sherman, a local historian wrote 
this undated article some time during the 1930’s. 

His family recently donated a stack of 
the articles he penned. 

 
Interesting Facts and Oddities Regarding 

Old Burial Places in Shelby County 

By: Paul A. Sherman 
 

Seventy-seven Cemeteries Covered In Recent Survey 

 A survey of cemeteries sponsored by 
the WPA Federal Writers project and just 
recently completed has brought to light many 
interesting sidelights on the early pioneers of 
Shelby County.  With the exception of the 
large township cemeteries, the smaller ones 
are, as a rule, in an unkempt condition, 
woodchuck holes and the whole being 
c o v e r e d  w i t h  t h i c k 
underbrush. 
 B e g i n n i n g  w i t h 
Orange Township, we have 
first the Wesley Chapel 
Cemetery.  In it lie buried 
the Cannons and Valentines 
and Berrys, the earliest 
settlers in the southern part 
of the Township.  Here also 
is buried Lewis Boyer, a 
bodyguard of General 
Washington, and who 
fought in the Revolutionary 
War.  A brick church, known 
as the Wesley Chapel M.E. 
Church stood in the 
southwest corner of this plat 
and which was torn (down) 
several years ago.  In the southeastern corner 
of U.S. 25 and the Kirkwood Pike is a small 
cemetery once the church yard of a Reformed 
Church, torn down in the late 
“eighties” (1880s).  It is rated as a township 
cemetery and rarely used.   

 In the southeastern part of the 
township is found the Orange Chapel 
cemetery, the churchyard of the Orange 
Chapel M.E. Church.  Here are buried 
members of the Bull family.  On H.W. Bull’s 
monument is given the cause of his death, 
namely that he “died from the sting of a 
bee,” while Francis Lilburn Bull, 

mysteriously departed this 
life on a Sunday evening.  
Others buried here 
include the Pruden and 
Rhodehamel families.  In 
Green Township is the old 
Pioneers Cemetery in the 
northeastern corner of 
Plattsville.  Here lie buried 
the remains of Samuel 
W o o d w a r d  a 
Revolutionary War soldier, 
who died September 28, 
1853.This grave has been 
neglected with the  slab 
broken in two, and 
without the customary 
Revolutionary emblem.  
Another notable was the 

Reverend Morris Howe, a Methodist 
minister of the Baltimore conference, who 
died 12/12/1813.  A large slab covers his 
grave. 
  Early pioneers of Green Township buried 
here were the Tunks, Applegates,  

Old Pioneer Cemetery 
Present Day 

Located on Sidney-Plattsville Rd 
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Partingtions, Fraziers and Windles.  The 
cemetery is in very bad condition.  The 
woodchucks are so numerous that villagers 
have resorted to trapping them.  The new 
Plattsville cemetery is nicely kept.  The 
Dorsey cemetery in the southeastern part of 
Green Township is situated just off the Rolfe 
Pike and just across the road from the 
Charity Chapel Christian Church.  This 
cemetery is white-fenced  with few stones  
down, and its condition on the whole is fair.  
Pioneers buried here are the Dorseys, 
Conroys, Humes, Larues, Andersons, and 
Hancocks.    The Sturm cemetery in the 
extreme southeastern part of the Township 
is located on St. Rt. 54 just west of the 
C h a m p a i g n -
Shelby County 
L ine.  This 
cemetery is in 
very bad condition 
and is full of 
groundhog holes 
and briars making 
p r o g r e s s 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
difficult.  It is 
reached by an 
unus ed  l an e 
about one quarter 
mile in length.  
Pioneers buried here are the Sergeants, 
Barbees, Kisers, Humes, Speece, 
Niswongers, and Lochards. 
 

Perry Township 

 Among this county’s best-kept 
cemeteries is Cedar Point, laid out and 
platted in 1894.  One Revolutionary soldier 
is buried here, Thomas Wilkinson, who died 
6/2/1828 at the age of 69 years.  Silas 
Johnson 1818-1891 and A.J. Pugh 1825-
1906 were Mexican War veterans.  Judge 
David Henry earliest pioneer of Perry 
Township is buried here.  He died March 29, 
1834, and formerly owned the land upon 
which this cemetery is situated.     Sixty-one  

Civil War, three Spanish-American War and 
five World War Veterans are buried here. 
 On State Route 54 about three miles 
southeast of Pasco is the old Tawawa U.B. 
Cemetery, surrounded by an iron fence.  
The condition of the same is fair.  Buried 
here are the Reid, Kiser, Brown, Shanely, 
and Marrs families.  Richard Henry, a son of 
Judge David Henry, is Perry’s oldest pioneer.  
He is buried in this small plat.  A frame 
church erected in 1863 and torn down about 
1900 once graced the front of the cemetery. 
 The Sturm cemetery named after 
George Sturm erstwhile owner of the land is 
located on the Edward Hetzler farm in 
section 9, Perry Township.  This plat is in 

very bad 
c o n d i t i o n .  
Imposs ib l e 
t o  r ead 
markers on 
account of 
large rolls of 
fence wire 
b e i n g 
dumped in 
t h e 
c e m e t e r y .  
G e o r g e 
Sturm came 
to Green 

Township in 1814 and to Perry in 1832.  He 
is buried in Glen Cemetery while his wife is 
interred here.  Others buried here include 
the Stout and Conroy families. 
 The Dunkard cemetery at the 
junction of a county road with 54, two miles 
south of Pasco, is in fair condition.  Silas 
Johnson, a Revolutionary War soldier, is 
buried here.  His grave is unmarked, nor is 
the customary emblem here.  A Reverend 
Joseph Garner is buried here, and it is 
presumed he was a former pastor of the 
Dunkard Church that once stood here.  He 
died October 5, 1854.  The Peppers, 
Garners, Hawkins, Speece, Reids, 
Jacksons,Millers, Vespers and Hollopeters  

Old Pioneer Cemetery 
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were early  pioneers of this section of Perry 
Township. 
 The Pepper cemetery is directly across 
the road from the Dunkard cemetery and is 
located on the Miller farm, only two markers 
can be viewed, this being William Marrs, 
1831-1844 and David Maxwell 1834-1835.  A 
gravel pit has seemingly encroached on the 
cemetery and it is presumed the bodies were 
re-interred in the Cedar Point cemetery.  The 
cemetery, is reached from a lane on the 
Miller farm. 
 On the Slagle Pike in north Perry is the 
Ward cemetery.  It like many of the smaller 
cemeteries of the county is in a badly 
neglected state.  Here are buried the 
DeWeese, Pence, Reick, Meighans, Cox and 
Cafgill. 
 

Salem Township 

 Coming to Port Jefferson at State 
Route 47 is the beautiful Glen Cemetery laid 
out and platted by the late Jno. Counts, in 
1876.  This cemetery had the 
distinction of being one of two 
village-owned cemeteries in the 
State. 
 The Hodge cemetery 
northeast of Maplewood is an 
abandoned cemetery is located 
on the Shelby-Logan line.  It is 
in fair condition.  The Glick, 
Hogan, Herring, Stewart and 
Watkins families were early 
settlers of this area. 
 The  O ld  P ionee rs 
cemetery at the eastern limits 
of Port Jefferson is in a 
neglected condition.  Here are 
buried some of the oldest 
residents of that village.  
Among the notables we find the 
Reverend John Frey, a minister 
of the Miami Christian Church, 
who died 1/20/1870, and Jane 
Guerin, the wife of Vincent 

Guerin, the first Probate Judge of Shelby 
County.  Early pioneers include the Dills, 
Rice, Staley, Ewing, Garrard, Fry, Baker, 
Ogden, Hubble, Kemp and Irvin families. 
 At the northern limits of Pemberton is 
the old Indian Creek cemetery.  It is in fair 
condition, and it is presumed the grass is cut  
once a year.  The Burdett, Kiser, Forsythe, 
Wilkinson, Line and McClish families were the 
earliest settlers of the Pemberton area. 
 On the Line Road is the Medaris 
Cemetery in Perry Township, a Revolutionary 
War soldier, Joseph Line is buried here.  He 
was one of three brothers who all fought in 
the war.  The family came to Perry Township 
in 1833.  George and Martin Line, sons of 
John Line, served in the Civil War; George 
dying of injuries at Bermuda Hundred, 
8/7/1864, while Martin returned home and 
died 4/90/1866 of consumption.  Others 
buried here are the Medaris, Ball, Dodson, 
and Goble families. 
 The Roberts cemetery is located on 

the Dill place east of Port 
Jefferson.  Here are 
buried the Taylors, 
Gerards, Louthain, and 
Roberts, Albert Kirk 
Hathaway, one of the 
founde rs  o f  Por t 
Jefferson and the first 
store keeper, died in 
1843, and is buried here.  
On the tombstone is the 
inscription, “Here lies an 
h o n e s t  m a n . ”  
Remarkable features of 
this cemetery are the 
wrought iron picket 
fences that enclose the 
Taylor and Roberts plats 
and the entire absence 
of rust, denoting the 
excellent quality of iron  

Staley Cemetery 
Located in Port Jefferson 
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used in the early days.  Grass cut once a year by the township trustees. 
 The Staley cemetery, located on the old river road near its junction with St. Rt. 
47, is one of the older Port Jefferson cemeteries, and overlooks the old canal feeder 
and the Great Miami River.  The cemetery is neglected with most of the stones lying 
flat on the ground.  The Talbott, Kirtland, Runyon, Staley, Haney, Dingman, and 
Harshbarger families were early settlers of this area west of Port Jefferson.  The 
Kirtland and Harshbargers came in 1814 and the Talbotts at one time owned all the 
land in the vicinity of the Wells Bridge, which before the first bridge was built was 
known as “Rodham Talbott’s Ford.” 
 The Bethel Cemetery is located in the extreme northern part of Salem Township 
and is bounded on the north by the Greenville Treaty Line.  The road is known as the 
Meranda Pike.  The cemetery is in fair condition.  The grass is cut annually by trustees.  
A church known as Bethel M.E. stood here.  The Noggle, McCormick, Hawver, Darst, 
LeFevre, Stiles, and Woodruff families were early settlers in North Salem Township. 
 St. Joseph’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and cemetery are located on the 
Montra-Port Jefferson Road near the intersection with the Botkins Pike.  The cemetery 
is in good condition.  The present church was erected in 1916.  The names of Metz, 
Bonnorant, Elsass, Kemper, Accuntius, and Wildermuth are prominent in this locality.  
 In the southeast corner of section 26 on Rum Creek, Jackson Township is the 
little family plot of the Dowdens:  Mary Dowden 1834-1859 and William Dowden, 1779
-1851.  It occupies a relatively small space in a pasture on the Allinger farm. 
 The Pleasant Hill M.E. cemetery is located on St. Rt. 274, one mile east of 
Jackson Center.  This cemetery is in very bad condition, with chuckholes 
predominating.  A log church was built on this site in 1842 and a frame church erected 
in 1860, which was demolished in 1882 and relocated in Jackson Center.  Early settlers 
were the Meranda, Young, Glick, Booze, Baughman, DeBurney, and Clayton families. 

Tilda Phlipot and Dean Morrow talk about the latest exhibit at the Ross Center during 
AppleFest.  They are in front of our “Missing Poster” wall that was inspired by the 
photo to the right.  The faces and names on our wall are actual victims of the World 
Trade Center. “How 9/11 Changed our World Forever” will remain open until Oct. 15. 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago-1886-October 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (1st) – Farmers are beginning to object to having signs 
painted on their fences and barns.  They think the best way for 
merchants to advertise is through the columns of the local 
newspaper…We expect to take out our old press next week and 
put in a new one.  This may delay us in getting out the 
DEMOCRAT on time next week.  If it does we trust our 
subscribers will excuse the delay…The First Baptist church of 
Sidney was dedicated last Sunday evening.  This church is a 
beautiful brick building erected on the corner of Miami & North 
streets.  It is cruciform in shape and well arranged for the 
convenience of church, Sabbath schools and Bible classes.  It has 
cost up to the present time about $5,000.  The membership of 
the church at the present time is 62. 
 

SIDNEY (8th) – The shortest name post office in Ohio is Ai, 
Fulton county…Brick masons have begun work on Herzstam’s 
new store room…During the term of court that closed last week 
Mrs. Bails, an old lady 76 years of age, living near the reservoir, 
was subpoenaed as a witness.  She was promptly on hand, 
although she walked the distance of 14 miles to obey the 
command of the court….The following short sentence has the 
merit of one meaning, read forward or backward:  “No, it is 
opposition.” 
 

BEE HIVE –Uncle Johnny Kohler, who has been very sick for 
some time is improving….James McFarland contemplates 
moving to Port Jefferson and taking charge of a grocery there 
within a short time. 
 

ANNA – Business improving…J. C. Thirkeid is taking lessons 
on the violin…The D.&M. railroad company have erected a new 
cattle pen at this place, a thing much needed for the convenience 
of stock dealers for loading and unloading stock. 
 

SIDNEY (22ND) – A Berea pavement is being put down on the 
Poplar street sidewalk of the Wagner House.…W.C. Johnston, 
on Broadway street discovered his excelsior factory on fir at 
2:40AM this morning.  First alarm was given at the D.&M. 
railway station and was immediately followed by the whistle in 
Philip Smith’s shop.  They blew 10 minutes before the fire 
department received an alarm from box 23.  Water was thrown at 
exactly 3 AM. Damage was about $3,000…The gross earnings of 
the C., H. & D. railway for the 6 months ending on September 
30 are $1,509,874.70.  The surplus for that time is $244,376.92.  
A dividend of 2% was declared.  The directors, at their last 
meeting decided to purchase 1000 new freight cars. 
 

SIDNEY (29TH) – The Jackson Township Horse and Mule 
protective Association will meet at Cargill’s Hall, Jackson Center, 
next Monday evening…The annual meeting of the Lycanthrope 
has been changed to tonight at 9 P.M. at the usual place…
Hallowe’en, or Holy Evening occurring on the last night of 
October, comes on Sunday this year.  Following the Sidney 
practice of celebrating holidays occurring on Sunday one day in 
advance, it is presumed Saturday (to-morrow) night, will be duly 
observed.  In this country the event is celebrated more generally 
by boisterous boys throwing heads of cabbage at people’s doors. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – 1911 – October 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

Piqua/Sidney – When the Western Ohio car due in Piqua at 6 
o’clock Saturday evening arrived in that city Special Policeman 
Tom O’Leary, of Sidney, who was on the car, attempted to arrest 
a man who had, it is alleged, drank from a bottle and conducted 
himself in a very disorderly manner.  When O’Leary started to 
arrest the man, Fred Greenrod interfered and it was necessary for 
O’Leary to release the first man and arrest Greenrod.  During the 
fracas Tom’s coat was torn and he was quite roughly used.  
Another passenger on the car also took a hand in the fight and 
things were quite lively.  Chief Gehle arrived during the fight and 
assisted Tom and Greenrod was locked up.  The drunken man 
escaped. 
 
FT LORAMIE (13) – Miss Anna Raterman has accepted a 
position as day operator for the Sidney Telephone Company…
The Barn theater opened the moving picture show last Sunday.  
The show was a grand success.  Next Sunday the Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre will be shown by the Arkenburg brothers 
who intend to continue giving 2 performances every Sunday 
evening…Published in banns of matrimony last Sunday were 
Clem Bender and Miss Emma Seger and Ben Eilerman and 
Elizabeth Kaiser, 
 
ORAN –Among the automobiles that passed through Oran 
Sunday afternoon particular notice was given to one bearing the 
number 6078 and which contained one man and four ladies.  As 
they passed Daniel Chrisman’s residence they noticed the ripe 
quinces and other fruit in his yard and suppose concluded they 
would have some of the fruit for there was no one at home at 
Mr. Chrisman’s.  While one lady (?) got busy at stealing the fruit, 
the man and two other ladies called at Mrs. Carpenter’s and tried 
to get her attention from the stealing by betting a bouquet of 
flowers from her, but the thief was seen just the same.  If the 
thief wishes to escape prosecution I advise her to call Mr. 
Chrisman’s at once and pay the damages.  Don’t forget it.  We 
have the number of the automobile. 

 
HALLOWE’EN CELEBRATION – The committee having 
charge of the big Hallowe’en carnival to be given in this city of 
Sidney Ohio on the afternoon and evening of Tuesday, October 
31, are making elaborate preparations for the event which is 
expected to be the most unique celebration ever given in the city.  
Enough money has been subscribed by the business men of the 
city to cover the expense of the celebration and the work now 
will go rapidly on.  The committee on arrangements on Monday 
afternoon closed a contract with a New York decorator for 3000 
colored lights to be distributed around the square by overhead 
wires with the arch effect.  A grand parade will be given during 
the celebration.  Many business men and manufactories of the 
city have signified their intention of having floats and it is 
expected that many more will be represented.  The celebration 
has been gotten up by the Third Regiment band with the 
assistance of several business men of the city and everyone 
should put their shoulder to the wheel and boost the thing along. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 


