
 

Historical Highlights October  2012 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome 
New Members: 

Kelly Young, Sidney, OH 
Jerry Wells, Anna, OH 
Curt Wells, Anna, OH 

P.K. and Shirley Kelso, Olathe, KS 
New Legacy Partner: 
Amy Zorn, Sidney, OH 
Doug Millhoff, Piqua, OH 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships: 

 
Yearly 

$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

Bus tour will begin at 
 Court View Center 
100 S. Main Ave. 

5th Annual5th Annual5th Annual5th Annual    
Downtown Ghost TourDowntown Ghost TourDowntown Ghost TourDowntown Ghost Tour    
October 17 and 18, 2012October 17 and 18, 2012October 17 and 18, 2012October 17 and 18, 2012    
6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.    

Tour Stops 
 Big Four Bridge 
 Graceland Cemetery 
 Children’s Home 
 Miller’s Pond 
 Aman Farm 
 Mary Poultry Plant 
 Masonic Lodge  

Adults $10 
Students $8 
Tickets on sale now at  
the Ross Center 
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VOLUNTEERS 

August Volunteer Info: 
34 Volunteers 
524 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for August: 
Debbie Barber 

Farrel Kaplan 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all  
our volunteers! We depend on you!  

In August,  275 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue this month: 

1. Sidney (9th)-Surge Milking machines 
weren’t invented until 1922. 

2. Ohio (20th)-There are no laws about 
hunting grasshoppers. 

 

The clues were found by: 
Nancy Roettger, Blanche McClain,  

and Patricia Francis 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

Port Jefferson 
Salem Township 
By: Betty Fridley 

 

 Port Jefferson was platted as a village in 1836 and incorporated in 1842, and for a while 
rivaled Sidney in population and trade.  In 1814, the first settlers were John Hathaway and a 
man named Gilbert.  Charles Week built a house as early as 1810 in the township.  Others soon 
arrived, and the land was well settled before the Miami-Erie Canal project began. 
 The post office was established in 1834, when the town was known as Pratt, with 
Alexander Jackson as postmaster.  In 1882, when it became Port Jefferson, William Lowe was 
postmaster. 
 During the earliest years, Port Jefferson was the most promising town in the county.  
The Sidney Feeder Canal was built connecting the town with the Miami-Erie Canal at 
Lockington.  Port Jefferson attracted all grain and lumber shipping from a rich agricultural area 
north and east of town.  Five warehouses were built on the canal banks.  There were grist mills, 
four blacksmiths, two taverns, copper shops for making barrels, a tannery, and a stage line. 
 Samuel Rice, a business prospector from the east returned to Port Jefferson after having 

visited Chicago and thought this spot was 
more promising than even Chicago or 
Fort Dearborn.  The Dayton, Toledo, and 
Ironton Railroad built in 1852,  by-passed 
Port Jefferson, and caused the demise of 
the canal traffic and profitable business. 
 Now there is only a drive thru, two 
churches, a post office, a restaurant on 
the banks of the feeder canal and a pub. 
 Borings for natural gas resulted in 
two artesian wells, which eventually gave 
out.  However, for years the town was 
known for its flowing wells, which 
attracted tourists from far and wide.  ME Church, Port Jefferson-taken around 1913 
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Dr. Herman Viola,Dr. Herman Viola,Dr. Herman Viola,Dr. Herman Viola,    
the Native American Gathering,the Native American Gathering,the Native American Gathering,the Native American Gathering,    

and the Native American Exhibitand the Native American Exhibitand the Native American Exhibitand the Native American Exhibit    
 Dr. Herman Viola, Smithsonian Institution 
curator emeritus, a leading authority on American 
Indian history and culture, spoke on September 6 at 
Lehman High School. Viola explained the importance 
of understanding the reasons why Thomas McKenney 
had portraits created for each Native American chief 
that visited Washington D.C.  He was pleased with the 
presentation of the McKenney Lithographs that are on 
display at the Ross Historical Center during the Native 
American Exhibit.  On the morning of Friday, 
September 7th, he spoke to a large group of high school 
students from Sidney High School and Houston High 
School about the important contributions of the Native 
American through all the wars and continuing today. 

 On September 7, all 8th 
grade students in Shelby County 
were invited to participate in our 
Native American Encampment.  
 Pictured to the upper left 
is Kathy Bond of the Winchester 
Parks District, Indiana.  She 
taught the children what it would 
have been like to live with the 
Native Americans in Wiki-ups in 
the forest of Shelby County.   
 Pictured to the bottom left 
is Harold Elam demonstrating 

how the Native Americans would use the technique of flint knapping to 
make knives and arrow heads. 
 Students also enjoyed listening to folk tales, Indian drums and 
flutes, learning about fishing, making dream catchers, and playing 
Indian games. 
 The highlight of the day was watching Justin Kwascigroh teach 
students the art of Native American Dancing.  By the end of the session 
the dance circle was filled with Shelby County students dancing to the 
beat of the Native American drum. 
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 On September 8 and 9 at the 
Shelby County Fairgrounds, we held a 
Native American Gathering.  Several 
tribes came together to dance and sing in 
the traditional American Indian way. 

 These are just a few things you 
will find in the Native American 
Exhibit going on now until October 15.  
If you haven’t stopped in yet, please 
make plans to enjoy this exhibit before it 
is too late! 

 

Pictured to the 
left is Angela 
Allen, Tim 
Samaniego, both 
from Lima and 
Justin 
Kwascigroh from 
Columbus, and 
George Reiter 
from Cincinnati 
demonstrating 
Native American 
dance at the 
Shelby County 
Fairgrounds. 
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Ohio Historical Society Awards 

The Shelby County Historical Society 

10 Awards - 11 Years 
 In the past 11 years the Shelby County Historical Society has won 10 awards from the Ohio 

Historical Society.  These awards show the outstanding effort of an organization trying not only to preserve its 

local history but also to bringing that history to life.  The Society is honored that their efforts, almost yearly, 

have received state wide recognition for their contributions not only to the community but also for their state 

wide appeal. 

 Four awards were to honor Shelby County Historical Society members for their dedication and 

contributions to preserve history for future generations.  The next four were for educational programming, 

and the last two have shown that through partnerships a community can achieve unbelievable outcomes.  We 

would like to thank all of our members and the organizations that we have partnered with over the last 11 

years who have helped us achieve this height of success. 

     2002 - Jim Sayre 
 Sayre was honored for his 
contributions to the Shelby County Historical 
Society.  He was the first director of the 
Shelby County Historical Society along with 
being the editor of the Society’s newsletter.  
He was also known for his series of historical  
newspaper articles and the “Out of the Past” 
column for the Sidney Daily News.  
 He wrote two books, Farm Tales and 
The Grandpa Ride, and donated all of the 
proceeds from both books to the Shelby 
County Historical Society.  

2003 - Rich Wallace 
 The Ohio Association of Historical Societies and 
Museums honored Wallace with an Outstanding 
Individual Achievement Award for his dedication to 
preserving local history.  Wallace at that time had 
dedicated over a decade of his life researching and writing 
articles for the Sidney Daily News, which eventually 
became Voices of the Past and Voices of the Past II.   
Wallace generously donated the proceeds from these two 
volumes to offset the operating cost of the Ross Historical 
Center.  He also was instrumental in the reorganization of 
the Shelby County Historical Society and the driving 
force of opening the Ross Historical Center.  His vision 
took the Society from monthly meetings to creating a 
place where Shelby County history can come to life.   
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2006 - Terry Lee 
 Lee, who was the curator of the Ross Center from 2000 to 
2005, used his love for postcards to tell a pictorial story of Shelby 
County.  He not only donated his time and research creating this book, 
but also the proceeds to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

2004 - Linda DeVelvis 
 As a social studies teacher, Linda spent her whole career helping 
the youth of our community to understand the value of their history.  
Researching and writing the Treasure Chest Collection series of books 
was just one of DeVelvis’s contributions to the Shelby County Historical 
Society along with donating all the proceeds from the sale of each of 
these books.  She was honored in 2004 for selflessly going beyond the 
normal contributions of preserving local history.   

2005 - Pioneer Day  
2007 - Coming to America 

2008 - A Minute of Shelby County History Radio Program 
“Let Us Not Forget” - WWII interviews 
2009 - Civil War Educational Day   

 The Shelby County Historical Society Youth Committee partnering, with all the schools in the 
county, has done an outstanding job creating and implementing educational programming for the youth of 
this community.  This committee comprised of retired teachers includes Cheryl Michael, Joyce Wells, Jane 
Jones, Faye Spangler, Nancy Junkins, and of course director Tilda Phlipot.  Communities across the state of 
Ohio have emulated these projects in one form or another.   The Society has not only been honored for these 
programs, but they have also been asked to present at the state level how this type of programming could be 
introduced into other communities. 

2011 - “Honoring Those Who Served”          
Field of Flags and Traveling Vietnam Wall 

 The Shelby County Historical Society was honored to partner with all the veterans in the Shelby 
County community to step back in time and try to thank the Vietnam veterans for preserving our freedom.  
This project brought a separated community together and started the healing process.  The members of the 
core committees were Jon Baker, Jim Hall, Ray Prater, Jody Prater, Mark Harrod, Suzie Harrod, Mark 
Deam, Bob Stevenson, Patti Speelman, Cecil Steel, Keith McLain, Ken New, Jon Johnson, Mary Ellen 
Egbert, Steve Egbert, Carleen Pettit, Sharon Mohrbacher, and Tilda Phlipot.   

 

2012 - “How 9/11 Changed our Lives Forever” 
 Partnering with veterans organizations, local schools, and churches the Society was able to create a 
series of events that told the story of how 9/11 truly changed our lives forever.  The Shelby County 
Historical Society exhibit committee was pushed to its limits to create an exhibit with very few artifacts.  
Local speakers, including Chuck Price associated with Campus Crusade for Christ and Eric Leckey a 
member of President Bush’s Home Land Security, told of their contributions both during and after the 
attacks on the World Trade Center.  Presenting the USO show to a standing room only crowd was the 
perfect ending to prove that the Shelby County community continues its support for the men and women 
who are fighting for our freedom today.   



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRATE 
125 Years Ago – October – 1887 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (7) – Judge J. S. Conklin, a pioneer resident and 
one of the oldest members of the Shelby County Bar, died 
of Bright’s disease on Sunday.  For a person who never 
occupied a National office he probably was as well known 
to the people of certain parts of Ohio as any in his earlier 
day’s judicial districts embracing 12-15 counties.  He was 
born in Jackson township, Champaign county, on the 4th of 
December 1815.  He came to Sidney in 1836, when he 
began the practice of law with Judge Patrick Goode.  He 
achieved more than a local reputation, and had a large 
practice in the judicial district composed of Marion, 
Mercer, Allen, and Auglaize counties.  At the age of 29 he 
was elected Prosecuting Attorney, and in 1847 was elected 
to the lower branch of the Legislature.  He did not fill his 
term, being elected State Senator from the district as it now 
exists.  In 1858 he was again elected Prosecuting Attorney.  
 In 1865, to fill the vacancy caused by Judge 
William Lawrence going to Congress, Judge Conklin was 
appointed to the Common Pleas bench.  A year later he 
was elected to the same office by the voters of the Judicial 
subdivision composed of Logan, Hardin, Union, Marion, 
and Shelby counties.  He refused to be a candidate for a 
third term and again followed his profession in Sidney.  In 
1880 he was Prosecuting Attorney for the third and last 
time.  When in his prime few were his equal in debate, and 
as a Judge his decisions were seldom dissatisfactory or 
overruled.  Judge Conklin was married in 1841, and of his 
family of seven his widow, five daughters and one son 
survive him.  He was honorable, a gentleman in the full 
meaning of the term.  His remains were buried on Tuesday, 
the Bar and many visiting members of the profession 
attending the obsequies. 
 

KIRKWOOD – Husking corn is now the order of the day 
among the farmers…Maps, globes and Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionaries have been purchased by our 
township school board, for several schools of the 
township…Several of our people who enjoy angling for the 
finny tribe, using mulligrubs for bait, report reasonable 
success at different times of late…A sawmill about three 
miles east of here, belonging to Wesley Hetzler, was 
destroyed by fire last Friday night. 
 

SIDNEY (28) – The court house tower will be lighted for 
one month, by way of a test to determine the advantages of 
telling the time by the town clock at night.  The 
illumination is something of an advertisement for the town, 
and the cost to taxpayers something less than a trifle.  The 
advantages however, are not great, as the time cannot be 
told three squares distance. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – Oct. – 1912 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (4) – Clyde C. Carey, of this city, will engage in 
the manufacture of what is to be known as “Corn 
Crispette” in the Dickas room opposite the Wagner House 
next week.  An up-to-date plant will be installed in the 
room including a large corn popper, furnace and corn 
crisps machine.  The “Corn Crispette” will be 
manufactured under a secret formula and will be put up 
and offered for sale in sanitary packages.  Many of the local 
grocers will handle the product and in time Mr. Carey 
expects to do a shipping business on a large scale.  After 
the plant is installed the public in general is invited to call 
and make an inspection of the place…Julie Lamb, widow 
of local businessman James Lamb donated land on E. 
North St., for a forever playground. 
 
JACKSON CENTER (11) – A company of Jackson 
Center business men consisting of Shelby Baugham, 
President:  F. M. Wildermuth, Cashier of the First National 
Bank of this city, and J. M. Pence, one of our well known 
business men have recently purchased an elevator at 
Ansonia.  Mr. Pence will move his family to that city this 
week and take full charge of the business. 
 
SIDNEY (18) – The coming of William Jennings Bryan, 
the patron saint of the Shelby County Democracy, will be a 
great help to the ticket of that party in Shelby county.  
Bryan continues as popular as ever in this rock ribbed 
stronghold of the party he has led in many battles of the 
past, despite the fact that those were losing battles, and a 
great demonstration will be witnessed here in his honor 
next Saturday.  The great commoner will come here about 
3PM from Lima and will speak one hour at the armory.  In 
the evening he will speak at Dayton with Congressman 
Cox, the Democratic candidate for Governor. 
 
SIDNEY (25) – Mrs. Elizabeth Pancake, known to her 
acquaintances as “Aunt Betty” Pancake, was found dead in 
her bed at her home on Wilkinson avenue Friday morning 
by Mrs. Colman, a neighbor lady.  Mrs. Pancake has been 
in poor health for some time, but had not had a physician 
for over a week.  She was suffering from paralysis and it is 
thought that she was stricken during the night. Mrs. 
Pancake was about 75 years of age and had resided in 
Sidney all her life.  Since the death of her son about six 
years ago, she has been living alone.  On account of the 
absence of the coroner, Dr. Hobby, who is in northern 
Michigan; Justice of the Peace Hess was called as acting 
coroner and after viewing the body ordered it prepared for 
burial. 
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Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi 
Vice-President:  Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Rich Wallace 
Treasurer:        Tom Seving 
Trustees:          Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
                        Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:        Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne & Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Continental Express, Inc.   David and Linda DeVelvis  
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.   
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Matt and Julie Gilardi    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  
Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.  Douglas Millhoff   
Minster Bank   Joel Phillips        Primary Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries   
Dave Ross    Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar  
Sidney Electric    Sidney Manufacturing Company   Sidney Tool & Die  Slagle Mechanical 
Contractors      Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith     Darrell and Faye Spangler     The UPS Store         
US Bank   Rich & Susan Wallace   Helen Blake Wildermuth   Wilson Memorial Hospital      
Amy Zorn 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


