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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

The Shelby County Historical Society is please to announce that
Dr. Steven Littleton has joined our staff for the next year. He is the 2013-
2014 Region 7 Representative for the Ohio History Service Corps. Steve is
a 1997 graduate of Riverdale High School in Mt. Blanchard, Ohio. He
attended the University of Toledo for his undergraduate degree in history.
In 2006 Steve earned his M.A. from Toledo. He wrote a thesis that
examined Native American responses to the arrival of American settlers in
the Maumee Valley during the early 19" century.

In the summer of 2005, Steve began working as a seasonal Park
Ranger Interpreter at Little Bighorn
Battlefield National Monument in
Crow Agency, Montana. Steve
returned to this job each summer from
2005 through 2009. In 2007 he
moved to Flagstaff, Arizona to begin
work on his Ph.D. in the history of the
American West, his favorite historical i
topic. Steve completed his
dissertation and graduated from
Northern Arizona University in
December 2012.

Steve is married to Rachel
Constance Littleton, an assistant
professor of history at Walsh
University in North Canton, Ohio.
They met at the University of Toledo
as graduate students.

6¢th Annual Downtown
Ghost Tour

When: Wednesday, October 16 and
Thursday, October 17
Times: 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Members and Students $10

Non-Members $15 M
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Last chance to purchase tickets
before they sell out!




Home jor the

Holidays Pinner

‘When: November 21, 2013 @ 6:15 p.m.
Where: GreatStone Castle - 429 N. Ohio Ave.
Tickets: Members $35 Non-Members $45

We Get MNail!

Dear Historical Society:

As a second cousin of the Korn brothers I was
pleased to read the interesting and accurate account of
their fateful {light, written by Rose Hawkins, in the August
Historical Highlights. Their mother, Mary Korn, was the
sister of my grandfather Jacob D. Wilt. He recalled as a
boy, hearing Ed tell of his flying days at the Wilt reunions.
Sadly the death of Milt was not the last tragedy in the Korn
familg. Their father John and younger brother, Willg, while
transporting a load of hogs were killed when they were hit
by a train.

Sometime later their mother, Marg, died of burns
from and explosion of a Kerosene stove as she lit it. I do not
have the exact details or dates,as was a ]301] at the time, but
[ do remember attending the funerals.

Phil Wilt

Dear Historical Society,

In regards to your Out of the Past Clue: Most
people would not know but the real name of Walter Brown
(as you haveit spelled) was Walter BRAUN.

The German settlement of Kettlersville pronounced
the "AU" as they did in Germany and was often misspelled
as 'OW". This Walter BROWN" that you have listed is my
Grandfather. He owned a grocery store in Kettlersville
until the early 1950s.

Thanks,
Dick Braun

Editors Note: Dear Dick, This wasn 't the clue but we
wanted to share this insight with our readers!
Thanks for the information!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:
Sidney: Sharon Mohrbacher wasn’t
round in 1938
Kettlersville: The Gate Keeper Roller Coaster
opened this summer at Cedar Point.

The clue was found by:
Mark Deam, Peggy Reish, Sherry Scully, Linda
DeVelvis, Tom Salm, Jody Kuhn, Jim Loos,
Patricia Francis

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

<hank yo,,

VOLUNTEERS
August Volunteer Info:
29 Volunteers
245 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for August:
Deb Kaufman
Debbie Johnson

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In August, 312 people
participated in SCHS programs.




(Editor’s note: In this day and age with the invention of the internet and smart phones
the role of the newspaper is slowly becoming obsolete. Here is a history of the newspapers from
our community. It is an interesting tale of struggle, growth and change. This publication was
printed in 1970. Some of the places listed within no longer exist.)

A Brief Look Inside the News:
A History of the Sidney Printing and Publishing Company

From a publication for the
Shelby County-Sidney Sesquicentennial

The year 1832, appears to have been popular all
over the great Northwest Territory for the
inauguration provincial newspapers.

It was, in fact, the seed-time of great
political parties. When the public minded
scattered over the new settlements of Ohio and
Indiana was struggling out of its net of slumber
into conscious view of things and the formation of
opinions upon matters pertaining to the national
welfare.

Having hewn himself out of the woods, the
pioneer was ready to receive instructions
concerning what lay beyond the confines of his
enlarging horizon, and to listen with an open mind,
Leaders of thought from the eastern political
centers came or were sent generally as the
forerunners of a national or state campaign.

The fact that so many of them remained
fixtures in the settlements where they were
established, is eloquent evidence of the quality of
the editors who came to crystallize into definite
shapes the chaos of the new and but half-formed
issues in which the country was at that time
submerged.

Shelby County at the time of the 1830
census had a population of 3,600. Up until that
time, the county apparently had no newspaper.
The first man to edit a newspaper in the county
was Thomas Smith, and his paper was the germ
from which grew the former Sidney Journal —
whether or not that title was first used by Mr.
Smith is unknown.

This pioneer editor is said by some
authorities to have been an eccentric individual.
He is reported to have indulged in the whimsical
practice of walking to Cincinnati for his paper
supply, returning with it on his back. Milder
tradition, however, discredits this extreme,
admitting only that Mr. Smith may have performed
the feat once, under the pressure of necessity. That

a man with the ability to establish a permanent
publication and to maintain it, single-handedly, for
nearly a decade should have made a customary
pilgrimage to Cincinnati when there was already a
paper mill in Dayton is deemed too absurd for
credence.

The gentleman is said to have lived on
North Lane (presently Lane Street) about midway
between Main and Miami Avenues. The little
house existed, at least in part, until the early part of
the last century. Mr. Smith also died in this same
house, a good many years after his retirement from
the editorial desk and type case — for he was his
own typesetter. He apparently became quite a
recluse in his later years.

By August 1839, the paper had passed out
of Mr. Smith’s management into the hands of
Henry D. Stout, editor and publisher. From this it
might be inferred that the editor brought with him
to Sidney the memory and perhaps some of the
properties of a newspaper published in some
former home. He published it under the all-
expansive and inclusive title, The Ohio Argus and
Sidney Aurora.

The change undoubtedly made in the
interest of the approaching presidential campaign,
and the paper was avowedly “devoted to the
interests of the Whig Party,” whose candidates it
supported. It is said an old copy, dated March 24,
1840, carried this motto at the head of the editorial
column: “The union of the Whigs for the sake of
the Union;” and below it the ticket already in the
field, “For President, William Henry Harrison; for
Vice President, John Tyler; for Governor, Thomas
Corwin, of Warren County.”

The paper is reported to have been well-
edited and carefully printed, typographic errors
being indiscernible upon close scrutiny. It was
newsy, dignified in editorial tone, and with
nothing of the backwoods in its manner of appeal.



Taken in the late 1800%, this photograph shows che Sidney
Printing and Publishing Co. building as it appeared a few years
after complerion. The printing establishment occupied the west
section of the furse floor, while Huoge Seahl's Apochecary was
lecared in the cast section. There were offices on the second Floor,
and the Knights of Pythias had their lodge rooms on the third
floor. At the time the picture was taken, The Anzerger, a weekly
newspaper printed fn German, had offices on the second floor, In
later years a pwo-story addition was added oo the rear of the build-

ing o provide for expansion,

for 36 years owned and controlled it.
During this period, the paper had able
editing and exerted a powerful
influence for public betterment and
uplift.

Mr. Trego was the business
head of the establishment, and Mr.
Binkley the sole editor. Republicans in
politics, these gentlemen conducted
their efforts in behalf of the town they
had chosen for a home, without regard
to politics.

Mr. Binkley was a thorough
rhetorician and a virile writer, with
abundant editorial initiative and
courage. The headquarters of The
Journal were not a fixture, various
locations being occupied from time to
time. For several years following 1869,
the establishment was located on the
second floor of the old building on the

Between the Benjamin Harrison
presidential campaign (when the paper was printed
“in the new brick building on North Main Street,
over General Taylor’s store”) and 1842, the
publication appears to have changed names at least
once, tradition claiming that The Bugle Blast of
Freedom, William Armstrong, editor, was one
title.

But The Aurora came into-its-own once
more, in 1842, although it is referred to in Howe’s
Historical Collections of that year, as The Herald,
“an excellent paper,” published by Clinton
Edwards.

Again, within a few years, it is referred to
as The Sidney Banner. But in 1854, when Samuel
Mathers came to Sidney from Pennsylvania, he
purchased the establishment and renamed the sheet
The Sidney Journal.

Mr. Mathers continued to publish the
journal for seven years, disposing of it to P.A.
Ogden. The following year saw the paper
published by several parties. Ogden sold to J.H.
McElroy, and when he departed for Washington to
engage in journalism, it was acquired by J. Dubois,
and later by Bliss and Adgate.

In 1869, Messers Trego and Binkley
purchased the paper from Bliss and Adgate, and

east side of Cary or Thompson block
on the north side of the square. From there it was
moved to Main Avenue over Piper’s grocery on
the east side of the square, thence to a building on
the West Court Street, opposite the Monumental
Building. In The Journal office under Trego and
Binkley was installed the first gas engine used in
Ohio outside of Cleveland-the next office to
follow being the Bellefontaine Republican.

In 1890 a stock company was formed by
JH. Williams and E.J. Griffis, and a second
Republican paper was established under the title of
The Sidney Gazette, with Jesse L. Dickensheets as
editor.

Not long after, a third Republican paper,
this one called The Republican, was started by
JM. Leight, which became an incorporated
company under the name of the Republican
Publishing Co., with David Oldham as the leading
stockholder, and a daily edition was started of
which Mr. Leight was the first editor.

In 1905, Trego and Binkley sold out The
Journal to Griffis and Williams, who continued
the operation for three years with the title of The
Journal-Gazette.

The following year, 1909, the Republican
Publishing Co. bought out The Journal-Gazette
and the daily became permanent with Mr. Leight



as editor, while Mr. Griffis edited the weekly. The
name of The Sidney Journal was about this time
again established and continued until its final
disappearance from the scene in 1928.

JM. Leight was succeeded in the
editorship of The Daily Journal by Howard B.
Sohn, and he by Harry M. Gill. The latter was
apparently a rather gifted writer, but also erratic
and irresponsible, retiring after

Civil War, and astonished the town by publishing
a violent anti-war editorial. He left town
simultaneously with the appearance of the sheet-to
sojourn in Cincinnati, perhaps, until the storm it
stirred up should die down. But the storm aroused
in Sidney by the editorial became so threatening
that the editor decided it was wiser never to return,
and the paper was once more abandoned to the
committee.

a few stormy years.

He was followed by
Claude C. Waltemeyer for P
several months, after which
Harry W. Oldham undertook
the editorship and continued it
into the 1920s. The firm also
operated a substantial job-
printing business.

Like the Whig organ

started in 1830s, the first
Democratic newspaper
published in Sidney was

destined to be permanent,
although 10 years elapsed after
the first number was issued, in
January 1848, before the
publication became stable.

The first editor of The
Democratic Yoeman was a
William Ramsey. He was
succeeded by S.A. Leckey. No

the editorial chair during the

JAMES 0. AMOS
James O, Amos, adjutanc geoeral of the Stare
of Ohio under Governor Allen, came to Sidney
and purchased The Shelby County Democrat in

h ned 1 . Januvary 1876. He continued active association ||
one, however, remained 1oNg IN| . the operation untl his death in December |10 December 1875, and

1918. He served three terms as State Senator,

In 1863, Joseph
McGonigal was brought
in to rescue the
Democratic ~ Publishing
Committee, editing and
managing the paper with
such ability that it
presently became a self-
supporting  institution,
into which he took his
son-in-law, Dr. Lewis.
The firm of McGonigal
and Lewis continued
publication until 1872,
when the latter disposed
of his interest to Howard
Hume.

The new firm of
McGonigal and Hume
lasted until 1874, when
they sold out to James
Van Valkenburg, who
became  editor and
manager until his death

the committee once again

precarious childhood of the
paper, the name of which changed in 1851, to The
Shelby County Democrat. 1t is said a dozen editors
took turns at piloting the little craft among the
local shoals and whirlpools until 1860, when A.
Kaga, of Tiffin, came to Sidney and assumed the
conduct of the enterprise. He left in April 1861 to
organize a military company with which he
entered the war.

For a few months a “Democratic
Committee,” formed for the purpose, ran the
publication, securing the services of Thomas K.
Young as editor. Mr. Young was apparently
unconvinced of the propriety or necessity of the

found itself with a
newspaper on its hands and no editor. A trip
to Columbus by the committee resulted in their
prevailing on James O. Amos, then serving as
adjutant general of the state, to come to Sidney to
purchase the newspaper. He became its editor and
proprietor, taking charge on January 26, 1876.

At the time, The Democrat was being
published from its two-room headquarters in a
little brick building next to the alley on North Ohio
Avenue. Six years later it was moved to its new
home on South Ohio Avenue, just south of the
Peoples Savings and Loan Association (then
known as the Robertson corner).



It was here too that The Sidney Daily News,
the first permanent daily paper in the community,
was established in January 1891, at the request of
many citizens. Although several previous attempts
had been made to start a daily paper, none of these
lasted more than a few months.

In 1892, Mr. Amos purchased the Old
United Presbyterian Church edifice on the south
side of the public square. The old church building
was torn down and replaced with a three story
building into which the newspapers, daily and
weekly, and the printing establishment were all
moved in 1893.

Delia Amos, later Mrs. Horace Holbrook,
was the managing editor of The Daily News from
its inception until November 1905, when she and
her husband left Sidney for California, where they
entered the field of journalism. The firm was
incorporated as the Sidney Printing and Publishing
Company in 1892, with the personnel including, in
addition to General Amos and the daughter Delia,
three sons, William T., Emest C., and Howard A.
Amos, and another daughter, Kate Amos.  All
continued active association with the company
until their deaths; General Amos in 1918; Kate in
1925; W.T. in 1932; H.A. in 1944, and E.C. in
1962. Another son, Frank C., became a member
of the firm, although he was a practicing attorney
in Columbus until his death in 1961.

Publication of The Daily News and The
Democrat was carried on in conjunction with the
job printing operation which was extensively
expanded to serve graphic arts needs of the
community. In 1928, the firm purchased the
subscription lists of The Sidney Journal from the
Oldham interests and shortly thereafter the
Republican Printing Company went out of
business. As the demand for a daily newspaper in
the rural sections of the county increased, that for a
weekly paper showed a corresponding decrease,
with the result that on June 29, 1940, The Shelby
County Democrat was “put to bed” for the last
time.

About 1892, a German newspaper, The Amzeiger,
was established in Sidney by Frank Sieverding, of
Botkins. Until the entry of the United States into
World War I, the paper apparently enjoyed a large

circulation among the German settlements of
Shelby County. The paper was printed in German.

The Jackson Center News was first
established in July 1896, by C.N. Shook. The
paper was hampered at the start by antiquated
equipment, although it exhibited vitality and
ability, and had a steady growth from the
beginning. In 1905, A.J. Ulsh came to Jackson
Center from Kansas, bought out the office,
improved the equipment, and then, in 1911, sold
out the subscription list and goodwill to the Carter
Brothers from Greenup, Illinois, transferring the
improved plant to Oakfield, N.Y.

The Carters printed 7The News for 10
months, and then sold their plant to the Socialists
of St. Marys, leaving Jackson Center bereft of its
newspaper. At this juncture, J.C. Sailor, then
mayor of the village, came to the rescue and
purchased the plant of the Quincy Inland Press,
and reestablished The News. Mr. Sailor operated
the newspaper until September 1917, when he sold
it to the Yale Newspaper Syndicate, of
Waynsfield. E. Benjamin Yale became the editor
of this and other papers in the group, with Sailor
remaining as the local editor. By the early 1940s
publication of The News had been discontinued.

The village of Botkins also had a
newspaper of its own, The Herald started in 1899
by Adam Blakely, who had previously worked on
newspapers in Sidney. After the death of his
father in 1911, Lowell E. Blakely succeeded to the
editorship and continued the operation until the
mid 1930s.
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THE DEMOCRATE
October — 1938 — 75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (3td) — New Roadside Park Finished. Work on
the roadside park south of the city, one of the most
commendable NYA (National Youth administration)
project involving 20-60 boys aging 18-25 years of age has
been virtually completed under the direction of Chatles
Kaser. Upon entering the patk, one can drive the entire
length of the park by means of gravel driveway. Included
in the park a study oven-furnaces, equipped with a grill.
Tables and benches with roofs over them, incinerator for
disposal of paper and garbage. A pump house, housing an
inspected well. Two toilets are painted an attractive brown.
Originally the project was granted only 2 acres; this grant
excluded the swamp, formerly known as “Gerdes Mill”.
However, later the acreage was wisely extended. Cleaning
out the swamp and removing all logs and debris that
choked the stream, the pond was drained to be refilled with
fresh water, without the hint of the former stagnant water
and vegetation. Surrounding the pool is to be a graveled
walk. Trees have been planted around the edge of the
water and on the small island in the middle and a few fish
have been added.

SIDNEY (7t%) Sam Hetzler was elected commander of the
Sidney Post No. 217. American Legion, at the annual
election of officers held at the October Meeting Tuesday
evening in Legion hall. Named to the other offices, is first
vice president: Henry C. Lay, 20d vice president; O.A.
Woods.

SHELBY COUNTY - One of the outstanding race
horses of Ohio this season is the sorrel mare “Maxine’
2:05 V2 owned by Mr. and Mrs. Chester Faulder, of this
county. Maxine started racing in May and has won ten of
the thirteen races in which she took a part including the
Little Brown Jug and in the other three she received a part
of the purse. She has won more races than any other horse
racing over the half mile tracks in Ohio and came home
with more money to her credit than any horse that has
raced from Shelby County in the last 10 years.

SIDNEY (28t) With the list of prizes coming in rapidly,
the Mardi Gras portion of the Sidney Merchants’
Halloween celebration on next Monday evening is taking
form rapidly and promises to provide a great deal of
competition for the masqueraders. Contest include: Best
Boy Scout troop, patriotic group, lady hog caller, gent hog
caller, group hog callers, twins, largest family and more...
Rodney R. Blake, son of Mrs. Barbara Blake, of 230 north
Main avenue, has been installed as chancellor of the
Omicron chapter of Sigma Delta Kappa, Ohio Northern
university, for the college.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
October — 1913 — 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

MAPLEWOOD (3t) — For Saturday night at the Pythian
theatre there will be three reels of pictures, also a thirty
minute comedy sketch by Messrs, Wise and Legg. This is
some of the finest sketches ever presented here in which
an Irish carpenter and a young, “drunk” endeavor to find
the “spirits” in a haunted house. The parts will be ably
handled and the manner in which they located the
“haunts” is very laughable... More people in Maplewood
than houses to live in. If someone would sell some land
and lay off streets many new houses would be erected
soon.

SIDNEY (10%) — Fred Pruden, a Sidney boy had the
honor of being elected captain of the Miami Freshman
football team at Oxford. Mr. Pruden also had the honor of
being captain of the Sidney High school football team of
1912 and is remembered as one of the best full-back
players the high school team ever had.

SIDNEY (17%) — The Willing Workers class of the First
Baptist church met with Mrs. Bertha Smith on Broadway.
Resumed work with renewed zeal after a rest during the
heated season. After discussing plans for work during the
coming winter, a tempting lunch was served by the hostess
assisted by Mrs. Bryant, Mrs. Bailor and Mrs. Buckey...]J.
M. Thompson, living southeast of Sidney, has a curiosity in
the way of a Scotch collie female dog that is raising seven
puppies and four small pigs. The dog is eight years old and
eligible to register. The first week in September the seven
little pups came. Three weeks ago Mr. Thompson had a
gilt that gave birth to ten pigs. The gilt developed milk
sickness and Mr. Thompson tried to raise the ten little pigs
by hand. Six of them died and the other four he put with
the dog and puppies and the dog, puppies and pigs have
been doing fine ever since. S. B. Purnell visited the
Thompson home a few days ago and got several excellent
pictures of the bunch of dogs and pigs.

CYNTHAIN (24t%) — Frederick Benanzer will beat all ye
farmers done husking corn this fall, because a little son
came to his home Monday morning that will go by the
name of Urban Adolph. Notice the smile Fred wears now.

DAWSON — Don’t forget the social in the Dawson school
house Saturday night given by the Ladies of the Houston
Christian church. The money will go towards paying for
the new furnace. Come, they need your help...The boys in
the Corn Contest started this week to husk their acre of
corn to decide who will be the lucky lad who will get to
shake hands with the President of the United States.
Thomas Monroe and E. C. Pope are referees for this end
of Loramie township.
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