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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

Ri

FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Ruth Harmon, Conover, OH

G\!O
3

SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society
$300 Legacy Partner
$500 Legacy Partner 101

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

~

< Tth Annual
Il MO Ghost

Tour

ISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pl

When: October 15 and 16

Time: 6:30 P.M. (Meet at 6:15)

Where: CourtView Center Parking Lot
100 S. Main Ave, Sidney

This year we may be joined by ghosts as we journey by bus
through the early years of Shelby County. Participants will meet at
Courtview Center to board the school buses that will travel through town,
then out to River Road past Cry-Baby Bridge all the way to
Lockington. Riders will be regaled by tour guides and living history
presenters with stories of an Indian massacre, the strange death of an
entire family, and at least two really true supernatural stories concerning
the Children's Home. As usual we will end at the Masonic Lodge with an
always entertaining experience including an actual ghostly story told by
the person who lived it. Join us for the fun way to learn your Shelby

Members $10
Non Members $12
Students $5

County history.
Iook' at that %u&e. .

By: Jennifer Gariety

As I was searching through a collection of glass
plate negatives at the museum, I happened upon a
photograph of a stunning, Greek Revival style Classic |
-House, which I recognized instantly. It has a wide wooden cornice
along the front and pedimented gables with cornice returns. 1 have
driven by it many times and admired it in passing. The date of
construction is emblazoned on the front fagade which is what caught my
eye in the historic image. I decided to shoot my own photograph of the
house and layer it with a photo from bygone days.

Turn to page 5 to view the spook\j result ...

The negative is part of a collection which contains additional
glass plates exposed in Dawson, Ohio, during the middle of the first
decade of the 20" century.
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Thank you to all the volunteers that made
our program such a success! A
Standing: Aaron Lowe, Brian Huffman, Bob Blindaur, PN
Mike Martin, Doug Benson, Rich Wallace, Bill Fuller
Sitting: Terry Cupp, Tom Smith, Ralph Fearnley, -
Jim Hall, Drew Barber %
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” mﬁk yo '
hidden clues:

New York (29th) - The Reds were not in the VOLUNTEERS
World Series in 1939. August Volunteer Info:
Sidney - Canal Pattern, American Trim, 34 Volunteers
Stolle, and Ross Aluminum Foundries 219 Hours
weren’t around.
The clues were found by: Volunteer gift certificate winners for August:
Nancy Roettger, Sherry Scully, and Kathie Woodruff
Carol Haney Aaron Lowe

: Congratulations! Thank you to all our

/Lj The clue will be found ONLY in the volunteers! We depend on you!

“Out of the Past” section. In August, 301 people
participated in SCHS programs.
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Sherman’s March to the Sea B
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Event held in the Sidney Municipal Courtroom tn the Monwmental Building

r
Thank you to all the volunteers that made A

our program such a success!
2 Left to Right: Roger Lentz, Rich Wallace, Bill Fuller, -
Jeanne Schlagetter, Faye Spangler, Linda DeVelvis, Neil Allen, b

Julie Gilardi and Doug Benson
r
-n Narrator - Jenny Van Matre -n
Mary Emert — Jeanne Schlagetter R

Gen. W.T. Sherman - Neil Allen
Lt. George Washington Baker - Rich Wallace A
A Mary Chesnut - Faye Spangler A
Sgt. William Miller — Doug Benson
Capt. Burt — Bill Fuller an
Dolly Lunt — Julie Gilardi o\
Henrietta Strohar — Linda DeVelvis

- George Emert — Roger Lentz -
r
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. The Shelby County Children's Home

Monument

On Sunday, September 7, 2014, the Shelby County Commissioners hosted a ceremony
dedicating a custom-designed monument to the Children’s Home which took place at the
former site at 6:00pm. The Sidney American Legion and Boy Scout Troop 97 participated in
the event. A flag pole was dedicated by the former while the latter placed flags around the
monument which was designed by Harrod Memorials located at 107 E. State St. in Botkins. A
plaque to be placed on the outside of the stone will be composed by the Shelby County
Historical Society and created by Partners in Recognition at 405 S. Main St. in Fort Loramie.

Cornerstone in the wail

1895 Time Capsule

Monument

Cornerstone as part of monument

It is a very unique marker, as the original cornerstone of the Children’s Home was
incorporated into the monument. Lochard, Inc., at 903 Wapakoneta Ave. in Sidney, is
fabricating a new time capsule which will be placed inside the stone marker. The time capsule
will be filled with the following: Sidney Daily News articles written in 2014 by Patricia Ann
Speelman regarding the Children’s Home, a copy of Shelby County Children’s Home by Lavern
“Lefty” Bevans, written in May of 1995, and two Shelby County Commissioners’ Resolutions,
No.’s 2014-68 and 2014-190, awarding the demolition of the building to Steve R. Rauch, Inc.
of Dayton, Ohio and the construction of the new memorial to Harrods. Three decorative
“Challenge Coins” from the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, the Sidney Police Office and
Sidney Fire & Rescue will also be placed in the box. Additionally, an honorary star-shaped
Shelby County Deputy Sheriff pin will be enclosed. Other items may also be included before
the time capsule is sealed.




Iook‘ at that ?f(‘vua‘e. ..continued

The house is located on the southwest quarter of
Section 3, Township 9N, Range 5E in Loramie Township. The [+
first settler to own this land was Robert McClure who |
purchased the ground from the federal government in 1807.
The land patent was signed by President Thomas Jefferson and |
dated November 15, 1807. Additionally, he purchased the east '
half of the northwest quarter of the same section from the &
federal government in April of 1825, which gave him an [i&d
approximate total of 240 acres of land. He sold the southwest
quarter, approximately 160 acres, to his son Robert Jr. in May
of 1821. During the 1840s multiple deeds were issued for the
McClure land, likely exchanges between Robert Jr.’s children.
Many of the entries in the deed index book at the Shelby
County Recorder’s Office note that the deeds are
“complicated.” An 1849 deed sheds a bit of light on the matter.

In this document Enoch McClure deeded his ownership | -
of the property to Peter Wrights. His ownership constituted the
undivided 1/6 portion of the dower right of Jane Mendenhall, late Jane McClure, widow of the late Robert McClure. (Shelby
County marriage records indicate that Jane married Benjamin Mendenhall on October 9, 1843.) This suggests that the land
shuffling was likely a result of Robert Jr.’s death. Between 1849 and 1853 two other McClures had quit claim to their
ownership of the land and had deeded it to Peter Wrights. As Peter was busy collecting portions of the McClure land in the
late 1840’s and early 1850’s, it seemed likely that he was the builder of the Greek Revival style home. Confirmation was
found while reviewing the history of the Wright Cemetery in Memorial Records of Shelby County, Ohio 1819-1975. The
cemetery is located at the junction of Houston and Pampel roads and its history
notes that to its southwest stands the homestead of Peter Wright who is buried in i
the cemetery.

In August of 1855, Peter purchased the southern 40 acres of the west half
of the northwest quarter of the same section. After this purchase, he owned
nearly half of the entire section of land! The only piece he was missing was the |
north end of the west half of the northwest quarter which consisted of 37 acres
owned by Thomas Skillen. Mr. Skillen was the son of early settler William
Skillen. Tom built a mercantile near the Miami & Erie Canal in 1852 and a grain
warehouse on its banks in 1854 which was in operation until the 1920’s.

In January of 1866, Peter sold John Wrights his 277 acres of land. John Wrights
was involved in the ice business and was part owner of the first (Loramie)
Summit Ice House which, according to 4 History of the Communities of Shelby
County, was known as Ice House #3. He constructed it with business partner
E.W. Pampel in 1862. The duo constructed a second ice house in 1866, known
as #2, and a third in 1871 known as #4
under the business name of Wright & Pampel Ice Dealers. His northern acreage
contained two small ponds around which two of the ice houses were located. To
the east of Pampel Rd., which was established along the east side of John’s
northern acreage, was an 80 acre tract which contained a large pond where the
other ice house was located. Camp Evergreen was later developed on this site. All

By 1900, A.J. Williamson had purchased most of the Wrights land.
s Interestingly enough, a deed from 1856 indicates that W.A. Williamson sold Peter
Wrights a portion of the 277 acres in August of that year. How he had gained an
interest in the property in the 1850’s and how A.J. had gained title to it by 1900 is
unknown. Are the families related? Who are the folks in the hundred year old
image? Are they members of the Williamson family?

Please feel free to contact the historical society if you have any information.
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We’ve recently added two fantastic

ray objects to our collection, courtesy of donor L.W.

Monroe of Apple Valley, California. This past
S June Mr.
o Monroe sent

us a lovely
¥\ book containing objects from the Smithsonian’s Civil War

collection.  Object #103 in the book is a Union mortar
L\t known as “The Dictator.” During its term of service in the
war it launched a total of two hundred and eighteen, 220
pound round shells, with a nearly 13” diameter, at the
oy Confederates. It took 20 pounds of black powder to launch

each shell which would reach a distance of at least two and
a half miles! The
shells  contained
black powder and
“dozens of iron
balls, each
weighing nearly a
half pound.”
Each shell had a
fuse which would be lit upon exiting the gun. Ideally
the burning fuse would reach the interior of the shell
as it was approaching the enemy and would explode
overhead, injuring many soldiers simultaneously.
The third week of September Mr. Monroe sent us our
very own 1/2 of a Civil War spherical case shot! The
original piece was scored and cut in half so as to
display the lead balls packed inside. Some of the
interior shrapnel has been cut in half while other lead
balls remain rounded.

A\ DADDBDBABADAADDADDADDDMDMDAS




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1939- October-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2rd) Classified: For Sale-Four thousand bushels of
well sprayed apples, Jonathan, Grimes Golden, Delicious, Old
Fashioned Rambo, Baldwin, 35, 50 and 75 cent per bushel. Also
sweet cider. Any day or evening except Sunday. Wellman’s
Nursery and Fruit farms, New Knoxville, Ohio...For Sale-Farm,
137 acres on main highway, ten miles from Sidney, good
buildings, all new fences, 80 acres good farming ground, balance
in blue grass. Price $7,000. Address Box B. B. % Sidney Daily
News...Just in for the kids for Halloween this year are new
favorites: Disney Frozen, Spider Man, Star Wars, Ice Road
Truckers, and Duck Dynasty. Stop in and check out the
costumes at Kaufman’s.

HARDIN-The children enjoyed a
marshmallow roast one evening last week. Some members of
high school went to the home of Perry Stengle in Washington
township while quite a number of lower grade children were at
the home of Paul Smith... The community was greatly surprised
to learn of the passing of Mrs. Fannie Shaw at the home of Mrs.
Watson, Sidney. She had spent most of the summer here with
her brother, J. F. Stevenson, who makes his home with his
daughter, Mrs. Frank Abbot and was expecting to return on
Saturday. Her body was returned to her home in Kansas.

LOCKINGTON (20th) - Mr. & Mrs. Forest Denise went to
West Milton on Sunday evening to call on Mrs. Don Pridy, who
had a severe injury by being struck with a green tomato in one
eye while riding with her husband in an auto. The injury was
very severe but it thought that she will not have use of the eye...
Wilson Eisenhut has purchased the J. W. Rees property and
remodeling and repairing the residence, Mr. & Mrs. John Horn’s,
who have been occupying this property, have moved to the
James Robert residence.

SIDNEY PAPER - Full page ad with pictures: Today there are
about 1,000,000 cigar stores, drug stores, country and grocery
stores where you can buy cigarettes in the United States. These
retailers, and the jobbers who serve them, have built up a service
of courtesy and convenience unmatched by any other industry
catering to the American public’s pleasure. It is estimated that
there are 1,602,000 tobacco farmers raising tobacco in 20 out of
the 48 states. Good tobacco is one of the hardest crops to raise
and bring to market, requiring great skill and patience from seed
bed planting to harvesting and curing. The modern tobacco
farmer has done well the job of constantly improving the quality
of his product. The average length of service of the 13,230
people working in the CHESTERFIELD factories, storage
houses, leaf handling and re-drying plants of over 10 years. This
means that every step in making of CHESTERFIELDS,
regardless of how small, is handled by people who have had 10
years of experience and ability, in knowing their job. To
Smokers, Chesterfield Cigarettes have always said, and now
repeat, that in no other cigarette made can you find the same
degree of real mildness and good taste, or the same high quality
of propetly cured and aged tobaccos. Chesterfield Cigarettes are
launching new ads for tobacco products.

school wiener and

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
OCTOBER 1914 -100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (2d) C. D. Spraul, of Van Wert, has moved to Sidney
and taken charge of the Belmont hotel on Court street. Many
improvements will be made about the hotel, the name of which
has been changed to "The Central” It will be run upon the
European plan and will be entirely overhauled inside and out. A
new front will be put in, the dining room remodeled and some
new furniture and furnishings placed in the hotel...About 30 of
the Aluminum molders of Wagner’s Foundry tendered Martin
Hunter a complete surprise at his home on west Campbell street
Tuesday night in honor of his 69% birthday. They presented him
with a handsome chair, Mike Doolin making the presentation
speech, which Mr. Hunter answered in a few grateful words. All
departed at a late hour declaring they had a royal time and
wishing Mr. Hunter many more happy birthdays.

LORAMIE (9%) William Chambers, who was arrested last week
at his home near Loramie reservoir, charged with violating the
game laws in having an illegal net in his possession, appeared
before Justice of the Peace Hess Wednesday morning and
pleaded guilty. The justice fined him $25 and costs.

PLATTSVILLE (16%) Platteville Lodge No. 643 1.O.O.F. will
have a Home Coming session on the Saturday evening of
October 24. The speakers for the occasion are Chas. H. Lyman,
Grand Secretary of Columbus; D. Finley Mills and Rev. Kinnett
of Sidney. The Ladies Aid Society will furnish the supper.
Everybody come and hear the principles of Odd Fellowship
discussed.

SIDNEY - While unloading lumber at the Bimel Buggy
Company plant Saturday morning, one of the horses hitched to
Jud Fry’s dray, fell in the canal near the plant. The other horse
got part way in also. Neither horse was hurt. While the lumber
was being unloaded the horses got to fighting and began backing
and got in the water before they could be stopped.

SIDNEY - A. C. Link, of Dayton, a golf expert, has been in the
city for the past two days going over the proposed golf grounds
lying just north of the Johnston Annex in the northeast section
of the city. After inspecting the grounds he spoke of the
possibilities and said that it will an ideal place for golf. The
grounds were staked off and teams of men will be ready for work
within the next few days. It is the intention to clear the grounds
as soon as possible and it will not be long until Sidney has a first
class golf course. There is great interest in golf in the larger cities
and the opportunity now presents itself for many Sidney people
to enjoy this fascinating game.

SOUTH MONTRA (30th) Three more sleeps until Hallowe’en,
so get yourselves in readiness, for you may be too old in another
year to enjoy such sports...Phobia’s are out and about this
month. So for the month of October are you also suffering
from Zemimiphobia, Xenoglossophobia,
Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobia or Samhainophobia...Election
Day is drawing near. We wonder if Christian people are praying
Lord thy will, not mine, will be done. Then be satisfied with the
results.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County %
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Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall ~ Secretary: Rich Wallace
Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Richard & Virginia Henke
Jon Baker Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve & Peg Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Drew & Debbie Barber Paul & Linda Keller

Walt & Carol Bennett Koenig Equipment, Inc
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Minster Bank

Eikenberry Retirement Planning John & Marilyn Minton
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Primary Eyecare Associates
William & Karen Feth Bill & Lisa Ragon

Ferguson Construction Ron & Nita’s

Francis Furniture Dave Ross

Freshway Foods Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Mindy Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Body Carstar

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth
Wilson Memorial Hospital
Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




