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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
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Welcome New Members:
Kenneth and Brenda Frantom
Sidney, OH
Debbie Halye, Orlando, FL
Leah Wilcox, Ancramdale, NY
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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A Tinal Farwell
By Tilda Phlipot

The hardest part of my job as the Director of the Shelby
County Historical Society is saying good bye to people who have
changed my life forever. Don Lochard was one of those people. |
had never meet Lochard before he joined the Shelby County
Historical Society Board of Directors, though | did know his
reputation in the community. He greeted me the same way each
and every board meeting; with a big smile, he would say, “How is
my angel today?” Don't take these kind words as a weakness. He
was an interesting man who could be tough but always fair and held
everyone to high standards.

Lochard was born in Piqua, OH, on August 20, 1939, to the
late Wilson and Elizabeth (Kuhn) Lochard. He was a 1957 graduate
of Sidney School, a 1958 graduate of Castle Heights Military, and
1963 graduate of Columbus Business School. He served his
country in the U.S. Air Force.

The greatest joys of his life were his marriage to his lovely
wife Yvonne Thomas on May 20, 1962, and the love he shared for
his family Susan and Tom Schwiesow and Michael and Annette
Lochard along with his five grandchildren.

Lochard understood that
running a small non profit was not
i much different than running a
usiness. Establishing a reputation
% for producing a good product,
| providing fabulous service at a great
value and being able to stay
relevant in our community were the
{only ways to keep the doors open.
/8 He was not only committed to those

M values in his own business at
| Lochard Incorporated, but he also
ol maintained them as a board
member of the SCHS. Lochard’s
years of experience running a
business were an invaluable asset
to the SCHS.

Continued on page 3




Towards the end of the second week in September, a Korean War Veteran from Sidney and his
friend from Covington stopped in at the Ross Center, bringing with them quite an interesting find. During
some Halloween celebrations the year before, a grave marker ended up being placed in the Covington
gentleman’s yard, most likely as some sort of prank. In passing he mentioned it to his friend from Sidney,
who therefore told him that he should bring it in to us, that we might have more information about where
it may belong. Both men were in agreement that they just wanted the marker to find its home, and hoped
that we might be able to help in their search. Thankfully, the inscription on the marker was still quite
legible and stated “Jacob Nicodemus, Co. F, 156™ Ohio Inf.,” meaning that this find dated back to the
Civil War!

That very next week we began a search for the gravesite of this poor soul who had lost his marker.
Within a few hours, we were able to find his name in the Civil War draft records provided on
Ancestry.com and discovered that he had registered as living in Gratis, Preble County, Ohio. He had been

a farmer in Gratis, and was drafted into the Union army as a private at the age of 27. Thankfully, we were
also able to determine that there was indeed a Jacob
Nicodemus buried in Fairview Cemetery, just outside of the
small town of Gratis. We then called the Preble County
Historical Society to see if they might be able to help on our
quest to return this marker to its owner. Not only were they
able to confirm the above information on Mr. Nicodemus,
but they also had a member of their staff who restored
gravesites! We called the two gentlemen that had originally
brought the marker in to inform them that it would be
returning to its final resting place. The restorer from Preble
County agreed to come pick up the marker the following
week. We are all so excited that this Civil War artifact is
now back where it belongs after who knows how many years
of being displaced. This demonstrates the cooperative spirit
among historical societies in general and the lengths to
which we will go to get artifacts to their rightful places.

Misti Spillman, Executive Director of
Preble County Historical Society and
Jane Bailey, Curator of the Shelby
County Historical Society

Written By: Jane Bailey, Curator

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” han k yoq,

hidden clues: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 10th-Carol Wentz wasn’t August Volunteer Info:
around in 1915 95 Volunteers

Anna 10th-G&H Sunoco wasn’t

around in 1940 534 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for August:

Drew Barber
Sandi Freytag

The clues were found by:
Phil Wilt, Barbara Allen Ditmer, and Patty Koehl

) Congratulations! Thank you to all
The clue will be found ONLY in our volunteers! We depend on you!
the “Out of the Past” section. In August, 1,777 people

participated in SCHS programs.




The history of the Lochard family business started with Don Lochard’s father,
Wilson Lochard, who during the waning days of World War Il went door to door offering
to service cast iron coal furnaces. It wasn’t long before he would stop going door to
door and invite customers to come to him at his business, which was located in
downtown Sidney. In 1950, the family-run heating and cooling business expanded into
the retail arena selling major appliances, paint, and a little bit of hardware when they
opened their new store at 115 North Street.

Under Wilson Lochard’s watchful eye in 1963, the Lochard family expanded the
business once again, adding a sheet metal fabricating facility that serviced the heating
and air business as well as the manufacturing community.

In 1965, Don Lochard joined the family business full time and began looking to
expand the operation even further to build a stronger operation. He once had
explained, “Though, | had always had a role in the family business for a while | did
move to Columbus, Ohio, to work in the insurance industry. My dad wanted me to
rejoin the family business, and it was the right time to get back in to the operation, so |
came home.”

1989 saw a change once more as the retail side of the business began to
prosper, and the Lochard Inc. Do-It Center was opened. The store offered a full line of
hardware across all the core categories. The last new addition to the business came
in 1998, when Lochard added a full-service plumbing business to the company’s
offerings.

The Lochard family has successfully merged all of the facets of the business
into a cohesive operation that includes the retail hardware store, the plumbing and
HVAC business, and the sheet metal fabrication facility.

One of the key ingredients to the success of the Lochard operation has been
the commitment to and involvement of family throughout the business. Though
Lochard was always very humble, he shared, “| am thankful for the opportunities both
the business and the community have given to my family. To the family it means a lot.
To be in business for 70 years, it keeps your name before the public. People know
you and you know a lot of people because of the business, and you get a lot of
opportunities to do good with that recognition.”

There is no doubt that Lochard gave back to the community that he loved so
dearly by working with the American Legion Post 217, the Sidney Moose, the Elks
Lodge, the Temperance Lodge 73 F & AM, Eastern Star, American Red Cross, and the
Antioch Shrine. He served as the past president of the Sidney Jaycees, the Shelby
County Builders Association and the North American Retail Hardware Association. He
also served as a board member of the Shelby County Historical Society, Shelby
County Board of Elections, the Shelby County Democratic Central Committee, and was
a recipient of the Shelby County Democrat of the Year Award. He was also a life
member of the First Presbyterian Church, where he served as an elder and trustee.

So with a heavy heart and tears in my eyes, | say farewell to my dear friend Don
Lochard who left us on September 14, 2015. My comfort comes from knowing that he
is now my angel continuing to guide and guard the Shelby County Historical Society
from up above.



The Field of Valor On Monday, Aug. 31, the

and | Shelby County Historical
. . . Society presented “The Valor
American Vietnam Traveling |~ of Shelby County” where
Tribute living history presenters, such
as Faye Spangler representing
August 30 through September 6 Mrs. Neer (left), honored the
2015 Shelby County residents that

have received various medals
for their valor.

Two of the three
generations of the
decorated Deam
family were
recognized during the
“Valor of Shelby
County” program.

The Week of Valor started on Sunday, August 30th
with the installation of 1000 flags in

the Field of Valor.

Also on Monday, the Patriotic Rosary was held
at the Field of Valor and attended by 50 people.
: i
Activities continued on Tuesday, Sept. 1 with the
Court Street Bridge Re-Dedication to veterans. Barb Dembski
(Left to Right) Speakers Jim Moorman, and her mother
Sandra Brasington from the Ohio Governor's Office, Farrel Kaplan
State Representative Keith Faber, (long-time SCHS
Ed Ball from the Shelby County Veteran’s Services, volunteer) stand
local historian Rich Wallace, Shelby County by their flag
Commissioner Tony Bornhorst, Sidney Mayor Mike honoring John
Barhorst, and Vietnam widow Carleen Pettit. Kaplan, as many
other families did
§ Photos by: James Loos, Anne Morrow, and Jeanne Schlagetter § of Valor
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On Wednesday, Sept. 2, the American
Vietnam Traveling Tribute arrived escorted
by thousands and thousands of motorcycles.

On Saturday, Sept. 5, motorcycle riders were
permitted to do a “Ride of Honor” in front of
the Wall.

Throughout the week, students from both the
city and county schools visited the Wall.
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Vets in the Field
Top photo Bob
Shoftner.

Bottom photo Cecil i

Steele.

On Friday, veterans
also stood in the
Field of Valor
chatting with both

students and parents.

In the morning
on Friday, Sept.
4, David Taylor
gave a rousing
speech to the city
and county
schools. The
students then
went into the
Field of Valor
and chatted with
local veterans.

Holy Angel
students
Ethan
| Derryberry,
Alex
Vanderhorst,
and Ian
Mohrbacher
in the Field
of Valor.




Saturday morning
was the “Run to the
Wall 5K” along with
a pancake breakfast

served by the local
Rotary Club.

Friday evening brought
rain, but it didn’t prevent |
the “Cruise In at the
Wall” where 60 local
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Saturday evening the entire Elgin High School football team
stopped by before their big game with Bradford High School.

On Sunday ill # o ?Jﬁ‘r A I ‘
morning , . B e
there was a
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presented by A | &
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Fr. AnLhOIly - ; — The flags were retired on
Cutg grt,) | VL Ny Sunday afternoon with the
attended by ol - help of Boy Scout Troops 301

almost 200

from Anna, 98 from Botkins,
and Troops 66, 95, and 97
from Sidney.

people.

This mini replica of the
Vietnam Wall listing the
names of local casualties
1 (created by Jason Fogt and

assembled by local

Vietnam veterans and the
SCHS) saw much action at

most of the county’s
festivals and parades over
B the summer and was visible
- at Custenborder Field

VIETNAM WAL i‘.ﬂlﬁ_ % || during the Week of Valor. —

Rich Wallace stands by his flag.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
75 Yrs. Ago — 1940
Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (27d) — The Mothers’ Recreation club of the
fairgrounds will meet at the recreation center Friday
afternoon at 3:30 PM. All mothers are urged to come to
this meeting.

PORT JEFFERSON (10t) — During the past several
years vast improvement over Shelby county which have
facilitated the hunting and fishing of thousands of
sportsmen can be traced to one hard-working, self-
sustained organization. The Shelby county Fish and Game
association. This latest undertaking of the local fish and
game group, when completed, will mark this section of
Ohio as one of the outstanding fishing territories in the
state. At the west section of Port Jefferson west of the
cemetery the fish and game association, under its own
funds, is constructing a dam in the old canal that will create
a “fishing paradise” over an area two and one-tenth miles
in length. The structure will be 57 feet wide and 14 inches
thick with apron and supports and when the dam is
completed the water level over the area will be four feet
deep and will be supplied by the flowing artesian well in
Port Jefferson. The local site will be in likeness to the
water at Castalia, Ohio, known as the “Blue Hole.”
Stocking the water has already been taken care of and
arrangements for the releasing of bass, blue gills and later
trout.

SIDNEY (21st) — A Hallowe’en social to be given Tuesday
evening at eight o’clock in the D. of A. hall, over the A.
and P. store. There will be a small admission charge but
you will be able to Predict Future Spouse: Eager to know
the identity of your next love? Tonight is the perfect time.
Here’s what you do: Go in a darkened room with a candle
and step up to the mirror. Look in the mirror, eat the apple
and comb your hair ... all at the same time. Supposedly,
the face of your next loved one — or the devil — will appear
over your shoulder. Other games, awards and lunch are
free. Everyone is invited. We will be interested to know
who your Spouse to be will be. Apples, comb’s and
candles provided...Louis Kah, of this city, who has the
distinction of being one of the oldest men in the financial
field in the country, was honored by the American Savings
and Loan News, published monthly in Cincinnati, when it
commented on his recent birthday. The publication said:
“Louis Kah, vice president of the First Federal Savings and
Loan association of Sidney, Ohio, celebrated his 85t
birthday anniversary on September 21. Mr. Kah has been
one of Sidney’s best known residents since his early youth,
and his name figures prominently on the pages of the city’s
history.”

THE DEMOCRAT
1915-100 Yrs. Ago
Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (8%) — George W. Kline and Charles Anderson
captured a big snapping turtle crawling across the street
near Klipstine’s lumber yard. Kline took charge of the
turtle. He said that he was going to put it into a slop barrel
to fatten it up and have a turtle soup party for his friends...
John Oldham reported to the police Wednesday morning
that a Pullman robe had been stolen from his automobile
while it had been left standing near the M. E. church
Tuesday evening.

Botkins (15%) — While Joseph Werling and his bride, nee
Clara Freisteller, John Freisteller, best man, and Josephine
Werling, bridesmaid, were riding in a cab from the
Freisteller home east of Botkins to Botkins Tuesday
evening, the team of horses ran away. The driver who was
from Wapakoneta and Gus Freisteller, who was riding on
the seat with the driver, were thrown off. Gus Freisteller
and had his left shoulder blade broken and received several
bad bruises. The driver was also badly bruised. Joseph
Werling crawled out of the cab window and got on the seat
and got hold of the lines about the time the team was
stopped west of Botkins. John Freisteller jumped out of
the cab and was badly bruised. The ladies remained in the
cab and were not hurt.

MAPLEWOOD (22nd) — Saturday night, October 30, the
Pythian Sister will give a Hallowe’en Social in K. of P. hall
to which everybody is invited to come and come masked.
Come and have a good time...The Misses Mary Clark,
Ethel Pence and Ethel Wirick spent Sunday with Miss
Nellie Herring, Roy Evans was an afternoon caller and they
took quite an automobile tour...Robert Woerling moved
here from Piqua, Tuesday and will take charge of the
barber shop recently vacated by Chas. Valentine.

HOUSTON (22nd) — 1916 calendars are neatly due: must
have them directly in order that we may post up on
weather conditions for the coming year. Another 365 days
to enjoy ahead of us... A talk at the Presbyterian church
tonight, Thursday, by a pair of able men who will tell why
every voter should cling to the dry side of the question on
election day.

JACKSON CENTER (29%) — Our High school here has
been converted from a second grade one to a first grade.
A new department store and a new garage has been started
recently, so together with these and many other good
improvements this year, we think it would be well to set
the year off with a good Hallowe’en celebration. The
business men and many other interested parties of this
garden spot of the world have planned the affair and we
will expect to make it one, great big good, joyful time.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County ‘

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift fro
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis Secretary: Rich Wallace

Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Faye Spangler, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Dave Russell

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
Jon Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Douglas Millhoff

Continental Express, Inc. Minster Bank

David & Linda DeVelvis John & Marilyn Minton
Dorothy Love Retirement Community Primary Eyecare Associates
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Bill & Lisa Ragon

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Dave Ross

Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Manufacturing Company

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




