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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com
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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”
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Welcome New Members:
Tom and Susan Barhorst, Mason, OH
Leroy Beard, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Industrial Heritage Center

Three recent issues of Historical Highlights carried articles
updating members and supporters on our exciting and ongoing efforts to
live out our mission and grow into our vision “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow by understanding the past.” The
purpose of this communication is to bring everyone up to date on
continued progress concerning the Annex (formerly the Lochard
Building).

A task force was created by the society’s board and authorized to
develop a plan for the Annex. The direction given the task force included
investigating the idea of creating an Industrial Heritage Center and
conceiving a plan which would maximize the space available to support
the society’s existing and planned centers of excellence.

We reported to you last month the task force was engaged in
interviewing museum design firms to transform a good portion of the
Annex space into an environment capable of telling the rich and
compelling story of our great industrial and business legacy. The task
force has recommended and the Society Board of Trustees has retained the
services of Exhibit Concepts of Dayton. This large multi-dimensional
firm has substantial experience in both museum and commercial exhibits
and museums.

The Society also retained Ferguson Construction of Sidney to act
as the design build general contractor. Jeff Schlater and the Ferguson staff
have been instrumental in working with the Society on expansion plans
for the last several years.

Continued on the next page...

# Ghost Tour

th WWhen: Oct. 12 and 13, 2016
Times: 6:00-6:30-7:00-7:30

Students $8 Members: $10
Non Members: $15

Tickets on sale NOW!!!
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The annex space will be multi-functional, but if fund raising efforts are successful, most
of the focus will be on creating a space which will capture what our industrial heritage means to
our community today.

Society president Julie Gilardi stated, “We gave the design groups we interviewed three
challenges:

¢ Articulate the reasons why Sidney became such a hot bed for commercial

development.
Describe how these key messages can be delivered to two diverse audiences-adults
and teenagers.

¢ Explain how STEM principles (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) can be

used in the exhibit to deliver sound and powerful educational takeaways for students.

“Exhibit Concepts really delivered some powerful ideas,” Director Tilda Phlipot added.
“We are excited,” she continued. “This will not be an ordinary museum, but a creative learning
opportunity center. It truly will help us achieve our vision of creating ‘centers of excellence’
where our rich historical past will create a roadmap for the future.”

The talents of Exhibit Concepts and Ferguson Construction will now be merged into one
design build team to bring to life the Industrial Heritage Center.

Task Force Chair Rich Wallace noted, “The Society has always been much more an
educational center than a museum. We strive to be a learning and inquiry-focused organization
which strives to produce the next generation of business innovators and inventors. That is the
message and goal of our Industrial Heritage Center,” he concluded.

Next steps for the Task Force include working on an interpretive plan for the heritage
center. The staff at Exhibit Concepts will assist the Task Force members and Society staff in
developing a master plan for the Heritage Center to ensure the center activities help achieve the
mission and vision of the Society and create measurable, tangible results for people of all ages
touring the heritage center.
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idney 29th - Pokemon Go was not a August Volunteer Info:

horse, but a virtual game you play on a
smart ghoney play 51 Volunteers
Shelby Co. 20th - Tupper Ware was 412 Hours
introduced in 1945

The clues were found by:

Julie Gilardi, Glen Phillips, Diane Wooddell,
Tom Salm, Phil Salm, Carolyn Haney,
Julia Young, Jody Kuhn, Jacob Dunaway, Sr.,

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for August:

Keith McLain
Drew Barber

and Barb Ditmer Congratulations! Thank you to all
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e “Out of the Past” section. In August, 745 people

participated in SCHS programs.




Civil War Living History Weekend Summary
By Jane Bailey

Over the weekend of September 17 & 18,
2016, a total of nearly 5,000 people visited Tawawa
Park to witness the many events surrounding Sidney
Ohio’s first Civil War Living History Weekend.
Powerful presentations were held both days at the
educational tent where curious guests learned about
local Civil War heroes as well as famous figures
from that era. Once again, the War Between the
States was alive and situated within the flowing
creeks and rolling hills of Tawawa Park with the
Confederates defending their camp from the Union
and vice versa. Several skirmishes occurred
throughout both days, with three major battles that
took place. The first battle at 2:00 PM on Saturday,
Sept. 17 proved to be quite wet, but that didn’t put a
damper on the day’s festivities.

Just as what might have occurred during the
actual Civil War, the Union soldiers marched
gallantly to the battlefield to the sound of a bugle,
taking their strategic places among the many trees of
Kaser Dell, hoping to catch the Confederates by
surprise. The Confederates responded with cannon
fire and guns blazing. Even though the dramatics of
the battle only lasted around twenty minutes, the
combination of rain softly falling and cannons
simultaneously going off gave the watcher the effect
that something grave and important was happening.
The resounding “boom” of the cannons could be
heard from all across the city, announcing to all
passing by the seriousness of the situation. The
misting rain served as a medium to capture the
smoke rising from the soldiers’ rifles, seeming to
hang in the air like a ghostly reminder of the terror
they once faced on the battlefield.

As the day grew on, the rain lessened,
creating a spectacular evening for a live concert by
the 73 OVI Regimental Band. After their
performance at 7:00, there was just enough time for
visitors to meander through the encampments before
the night battle that began at 9:00 PM. Night battles
were rare during the Civil War, and being able to
witness and listen to a reenactment of one was a
special treat. Guided only by the full moon
overhead, soldiers shared volleys of shots, with only
the occasional yell from a wounded man that got
shot screaming a line such as “my leg, my leg!” to

cut through the silence. In the darkness, the fear that
would have been felt by soldiers of either side was
ultimately shared by spectators, giving the sense of
uneasiness as the battle neared its end.

Sunday morning began in reverence with two
masses being held in the midst of the civilian and
sutler encampment. There was standing room only
for the Latin mass, and only a few seats still
available for the protestant service. The day dawned
with clear blue skies, showing only the occasional
wisp of clouds throughout the afternoon. Shuttles
filled with curious onlookers arrived every few
minutes at a constant flow until the final battle at
2:00 PM. Close to a thousand spectators gathered on
the embankment of the hill going down to the
battlefield surrounding the rear of the Union soldiers
as they waited for the Confederates to arrive from
across the Ross Covered Bridge. Shots rang out once
more, as the participants exchanged their final
rounds of fire for the appreciation of all. As the
battle drew to a close, it was met by a thunderous
round of applause from all in the vicinity. By the
middle of the afternoon, all that remained of this
Living History Weekend was a faint haze of smoke
high in the air and a feeling that despite the rainy
beginning, the weekend had been quite the success.

This weekend was only able to happen
through the countless hours of planning put in by the
Civil War Living History Committee and event staff,
as well as the countless volunteers without whom
this weekend would not have been possible.
Numerous sponsors from the community were also
invaluable in the creation of this event, without
whom this event would not have happened. In total,
there were close to 70 infantry men in both the
Confederate camp and the Union camp, with over 45
civilians present as well. There were also five
working cannons that helped to create the reality for
each battle. Many thanks to all who were involved in
the planning and production of this event and to all
that visited Tawawa Park for the festivities! Please
mark your calendar for the next Civil War Living
History Weekend occurring again in two years in
September of 2018!



Sidney’s Civil War




September 17 and 18, 2016

Photos by:

Anne Salm Morrow
and

James Loos
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1793 Gazette of the United States

This month’s featured artifact is an item just
recently obtained by the Shelby County Historical
Society. It can quite possibly claim the title of being the
oldest artifact housed here at the Ross Center, aside
from several Native American projectile points. This
mysterious piece of paper is No. 87 of Vol. IV of the
Gazette of the United States issued on Saturday, March
30, 1793. The Gazette was printed as a national paper
and published every Wednesday and Saturday by John
Fenno in Philadelphia. Even though the paper itself was
published several hundred miles away, it contains
information about an incident that occurred within
Shelby County’s borders. Due to its remarkable
condition and previous preservation, all of the articles
within this volume are easily legible. One of the articles
on the front page contains a paragraph on the fate of
Col. John Hardin, along with several other emissaries to
the Indian Nations to strike up peace negotiations. This
primary source is invaluable to the history of Shelby
County and its first county seat at Hardin.

= o=

Col. John Hardin

On Oct. 1, 1753, John Hardin was born in Virginia. By 1774, Hardin was well-known for his
marksmanship and was enlisted to fight off the Indians in Lord Dunmore’s War. His actions during
this war gave him a reputation and nickname on the frontier of “The Indian Killer.” He then fought as
a 2nd Lieutenant during the Revolutionary War and was later promoted to the title of Militia Captain
in 1786. Throughout his later years, he led several attacks against the Indians in Indiana, Kentucky,
and Ohio. His military prowess during the Northwest Indian War eventually earned him the title of
colonel and in 1792, he was requested by President George Washington to negotiate a peace treaty
with the Shawnee tribes.

Col. Hardin traveled to Ohio under a white flag, however, he and his companions were unsuc-
cessful. After happening upon a Native American hunting party in the area that is now called Turtle
Creek Township, they proceeded to make a camp for the night. According to the article in this 1793
newspaper, that was when the Indians discussed amongst themselves what to do with Hardin and his
men. All but one favored killing the men instead of taking them to their village. While Thomas Flinn
was cooking their dinner, he was shot in the head. Col. Hardin then fled, but was pursued by an Indian
carrying a tomahawk. While the two men were scuffling, another came and proceeded to tomahawk
him instead. Their belongings were then brought to the town of Glaize (now Defiance, OH) and sold.
The village of Hardin in Shelby County bears the name of Col. John Hardin and was the first town to
be platted in the county in 1816, and was the original county seat in 1819.




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
OCT-1941-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (1)- George’s Place, the Elk’s Café and Coca
Cola held the ultimate answer to the Major bowling league
question-Who will be this year’s championr-as they opened
league play last night at the Recreation with the rousing
three-game wins over Ehrhardt’s Flowers, the Welfare
Finance and City Loan-to take up the leadership of the
loop. But just how long those leads are retained is a matter
of the remainder of a tough schedule. George Palmisano
sparked his George’s Place to its three scintillating victories
over Ehrhardt’s last night as he showed unusual early
season form in racking up a 248 single game tally and a 629
three game high. Both scores were the highest yet attained
at the Recreation alleys this season.

SIDNEY (21)-Jerry Toy, younger son of Mr. & Mrs.
Harold A. Toy, of Crescent drive, and a student at Ohio
Wesleyan university, Delaware, has been seclected as a
member of the university band to play the trombone
section. Toy was recently pledged to the Delaware chapter
of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. He was a member of the
class graduating here in June from Sidney high school.

FT. LORAMIE-Karl Freytag, of Ft. Loramie, celebrated
his 83t birthday and in honor of the event a delightful
party was given in his home Saturday night which brought
together the following relatives and friends: Mr. & Mrs.
Ferd E. Freytag, Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Bemus, Mr. & Mrs.
Oskar Buschman, Sidney; Louis Freytag, Columbus; Mr.
Neil Diamond & Janis Joplin, Mr. & Mrs. H. M. Chase,
Toledo; Mr. & Mrs. Herman Freytag, Mrs. Amelia Freytag,
daughters, Elsie and Paula; P. C. Monahan, Cincinnati; Mrs.
Karl Freytag and Miss Herman Freytag.

SIDNEY (22)-A business deal of major importance was
revealed today when V. E. Chambers, representing Dr.
Franklin Conner, revealed that construction work was to
start in the former Motor Inn garage, East Court street, for
the remodeling of the structure as an Atlantic and Pacific
Tea company (A&P) super market. The building is to be
completely remodeled. The second building on the lot
occupied by the Rheinhart restaurant is to be torn down
and the space to the west of the larger building will be
converted into a parking lot. The restaurant is moving to
the Jaffee property at the corner of West avenue and Court
street. The present A&P store is located on the north side
of the square in the Princehouse building. The Conner
property was formerly known as the Motor Inn and later
was occupied by the A. G. Langhorst garage before the
latter’s modern structure was built. More recently it was
the site of the Karns skating rink but during the past 6
months has been vacant.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
OCT-1916-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY-The Ladies’ Aid Society of the Presbyterian
church are planning to give an unique Hallowe’en party in
the rooms of the new building of the Cherry Cheer
company on the evening of October 12. Everything will
be in Hallowe’en style...Mrs. Frank J. Carey has arrived
here from New York City and will be the guest of her
parents, Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Inskeep for several weeks.

SHELBY CT. (13)-Two years ago a swarm of bees took
possession of an unoccupied house on a farm belonging to
Arthur Stephenson, west of the Infirmary. They entered
by a knot hole and built their comb and honey between
studding, weather-boarding and plastering that extended
between upper floors and ceiling. Monday of this week
Mr. Stephenson and Isaac Berry, the Cynthian township
bee man, loaded with jars and dishpans went to the house,
cut off the weather boarding, drive back the bees and took
out about 200 pounds of honey. They are now the
sweetest men in Shelby county.

PASCO-A party of 36 members of the Sophomore class
and other school friends, were the guests of Miss Ferdonia
Crumbaugh at her country home south of Pasco Friday
evening when she entertained to a moonlight party. The
guests gathered near the public square at 7:30PM and were
met by a large hay wagon which took them to the
Crumbaugh home. The evening was ideal and was
crowded with pleasures and enjoyments. They eatly hours
were spent out of doors with games. After the delicious
oyster supper, which was served, music, snipe hunting and
dancing were the pleasures.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR-According to the official
report of the Department of Labor, the employers of the
United States are paying $3,000,000,000 more wages than
they did under President Taft. Wages are higher and ten
per cent more men are employed today than four years
ago. Does that look as if prosperity is unhealthy?

SIDNEY (27)-The October Ladies of the St. Paul’s
Ladies” Aid Society was charming hostesses Friday evening
at the pretty home of Mrs. Henry Enrhardt on Spruce
street. It was a Hallowe’en party and everywhere was
found the weird decorations suggestive of it. About
seventy guests were present and all came masked. A grand
march was held and after it the guessing contest of who
was who. In the contest as to who could mold the best
animal out of gum, Mrs. Lee Faulder received the prize for
her good mouse. The playing of Hallowe’en games and
music were enjoyed. The hostesses served a lunch in
keeping with the season.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County »

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

President: Julie Gilardi
Treasurer: Dave Russell

Vice-President: Faye Spangler
Director: Tilda Phlipot

Secretary: Rich Wallace

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Dorothy Love Retirement Community
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

John & Marilyn Minton
Bill & Lisa Ragon

Greg & Priscilla Wilt
Amy Zorn

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Dave Ross

Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




