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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday A Message From
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v Watch for next month’s newsletter. It will contain
CONTACT US: v : b h doubl d of th
937.498.1653 v information about how you can double your end of the year,‘\
donatlon to the Shelby County Historical Society. 0
On the Web: 5 /\\
ol e v For now HUSH is the word, but in November on one
yoww.shelbycountyhistory.org " special day you could magically change your $500 donation "\\
s v |nto $1,000! If you would like more information please call A
o P ,,me at the Ross Center, 937-498-1653, or send an email to, A
elby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio ¥ shelbyh|story@embarqmall com, and | will share with you A
/‘\
. \\, "all the details for this unique giving opportunity. A
your newsletter electronically, please 4 N
submit your email address to W . . . N
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com v Tilda Phlipot, Director A
\ . . . /”
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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and

promote local history.” Mpﬂ
Vision: “To become a center of Gh t %l I I.
excellence where we build for tomorrow ch OS
by understanding the past” 1

Tickets are going fast!
mg Some time slots are already sold out!

Members $10 - Non-Members $12 - Students $8
S oy

P — Tickets available on our web site,

6”9
x

Welcome New Members:
Robin Laughlin, Sidney, OH
Marilyn York, Versailles, OH

Gregory Geis, Botkins, OH www.shelbycountyhistory.org or
call our office 937-498-1653
i Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2017
SCHS Memberships Times: 6:00-6:30- 2‘00-7 30
Yearly \
Individual - $25
. Wednesday, Oct 11,2017
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legafy F)’lartner 101 - $500 Tlmes 6 OO 6036 7 OO 7 30




Wliami County,

You are invited to the

Stillwater Civil War Roundtable
With Guest Speakers:
Douglas Millhoff and Michael Barhorst
At the Troy-Hayner Cultural Center
301 W.Main St, Troy, OH
Tuesday, November 21,2017
6:00 p.m.

Free and Open to the Public
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Angels;in the Attic
Craft Show

Wed.-Thur.-Fri.
November November
8-9-10 11

10 am. -8 p.m. 9 a.m. -

Saturday

Sp.m.

Ross Hi g{tﬂiﬂmr{l Center .

Main Ave
sidney, OH 45365,

Admlssmn $2
(Chlldren 12 and under free)
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S Christmas Boutique &
w Fair Trade t
g and Much More €
¢
‘i:: Friday, November 17, 2017 «::

¢

11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, November 18, 2017
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Ross Historical Center
201 N. Main Ave
Sidney, OH

Products from 32 countries around the world

<hank yo

VOLUNTEERS
August Volunteer Info:
25 Volunteers
90 Hours

U,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Anna (10th)-Anna Historical Society
Ft. Loramie (21st)-Debit Card

The clues were found by:
Nancy Roettger, Janice and Paul Workman,
Roger Lentz, and Patricia Francis
The clue will be found ONLY in the
g “Out of the Past” section.

Volunteer gift certificate
winners for August:

Lynda Adams
Dean Morrow

Congratulations!
Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you!
In August, 572 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Willlam A. Perry

And His Connection with John Loughlin, the Sidney School
Furniture Company, and the Sidney Steel Scraper Company

As with many growing cities, there is
usually a circle of influential men that play an
important role in the development of local
businesses. This past summer, we have portrayed
the lives of several such “Titans of Industry” that
played an important role in not only the
formation of many businesses in Sidney and
Shelby County, but who also had a tremendous
impact on the community as well. One man who
may not have been a forerunner of business in
Sidney, but consequential nonetheless, was
William A. Perry.

William Perry’s Beginnings

William A. Perry was born on November
24, 1865, in Brownsville, Indiana, the youngest
son to Russell B. and Eliza A. Perry. Tragedy
struck the family in 1870, when William lost his
father at the young age of only four years old. He
and his mother then moved to Hamilton, Ohio
where Eliza met a man whose name would be
forever immortalized in Sidney’s history. This
gentleman was none other than John Loughlin,
who was working for the Variety Iron Works in
Hamilton at that time. When William was 12,
John Loughlin married his mother Eliza, and by
1880, they had taken up residence in Sidney.
Together with T.D. Scott, John Loughlin
established the Sidney School Furniture
Company, and in February of 1881, they began
their factory’s operation with the production of
the “Fashion” school desk. William went on to
graduate from Sidney High School and then
from the Spencerian Business College in
Cleveland, which Ilater became known as
Chancellor University and boasted many famous
graduates such as John D. Rockefeller. In 1885,
William Perry married Miss Clara Epler, who
was one of the two original teachers at the First
Ward School in Sidney. The two had one son
together, John Loughlin Perry, who was born on
March 12, 1886.

Work with the

Sidney School Furniture Company

After completing his education, William
Perry worked closely with his stepfather in the
office of the Sidney School Furniture Company.
He started out first as a bookkeeper, and then
worked his way to the position of Secretary and
Treasurer. By 1893, the Sidney School Furniture
Company had reached its peak of operation, and
was absorbed into the trust of the United States
School Furniture Company, with John Loughlin
remaining the Vice President of the factory in
Sidney. The United States School Furniture
Company was a trust that organized in 1892,
with the intention of controlling the output of
products and prices for each of the factories
under its umbrella. The Sidney School Furniture
Company along with several more were
combined through the purchase of patents and
products with the promise that they would be
given stock in the newly organized trust in
exchange for their services in order to eliminate
the competition. A headline from the Chicago
Tribune on March 23, 1893, states “School
Furniture Trust Considered a Gigantic Evil,”

which  gives the
basis for how the
trust  would be
viewed over the next
several years.

~ In 1899, the| SCHOOL DESKS
United States| SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Furniture - Company \ |16) 18 SO0 ARNTIR €

the 315- 321 Wllmh Ave .‘Mn“ 74 Fitth Ave
NEW YORK

factories in its trust
were enveloped by
the American School
Furniture Company,
a newly formed trust
based out of New
Jersey. At this time,
William Perry

e Bost Line of Adjustable Dosks mm Mark
thv chasers who prefer the Adjustabls Prin: 1ph

Ad from the 1895
School Board Journal




secured a position within the newly formed trust,
which led him on a journey outside of the United
States. William first went to Chicago and New
York until he was transferred to Mexico City
where he spent the next four years of his life
working with the Mexican School Furniture
Company as their Secretary and Treasurer. The
Mexican School Furniture Company is listed as
being a subsidiary of the Sidney trust in Perry’s
obituary, and they oversaw the manufacture of
school, church, and opera house furniture.
Unfortunately, by the early 1900’s the factory in
Sidney was no longer functioning as it had been
in past years, and in 1903 was purchased by Col.
J. B. Tucker for the Tucker Woodworking
Company and was to be used for the
manufacture of wooden bicycle rims. Upon his
return to Sidney from several years abroad,
William Perry came home to find the company
he had spent the entirety of his youth working
for was no longer in existence.

A Lawsuit is Given

On October 1, 1901, a lawsuit was filed
by John Loughlin against the United States
School Furniture Company. Loughlin entered a
plea against the Company on the grounds that
they still owed him $32,417.42 plus $11 in costs
for services rendered. In this case, it is stated that
Loughlin loaned $10,000 to the
Company as well as delivered
$24,500 worth of school furniture
and supplies on credit in
accordance with a contract signed
in 1892 that stated the Sidney
School Furniture Company would
conduct its business solely with
the  United States  School |
Furniture Company for a period
of 5 years, and in return would be
repaid with stock bonds in the
Company. Loughlin’s contract
was cancelled with the Company
on April 26, 1895, at which time
he was given the bonds set to
mature in February of 1897. Infj
1897, Loughlin accepted the new
set of bonds, but when they were
not paid in full by January 1,
1900, he brought a suit against the

United States School Furniture Company. In the
meantime, however, the stockholders, directors,
officers, and managers of the United States
School Furniture Company organized a new
corporation, the American School Furniture
Company, on March 13, 1899, abandoning the
old corporation and taking charge of all its
property and assets. The defendants to this suit
denied any liability to pay Loughlin based on the
grounds that the bonds were issued in order for
the United States School Furniture Company to
create a monopoly, which had previously been
declared so by the circuit court of Cook County,
Illinois in 1896. Replications to the plea were
filed, however, and judgment went in favor of
John Loughlin and the Sidney School Furniture
Company for his plea of $32,417.42 plus costs.

Unfortunately, that was not the last time
Loughlin would hear from the United States
School Furniture Company by way of the
American School Furniture Company. On
August 25, 1905, a supplemental bill was filed
by the trustees of the estate of John Loughlin,
William Perry and William Graham, alleging
that the claims made by Loughlin in 1901 were
unsatisfied and the debt still remained to be paid.
At this time, the defendants filed a plea against
Perry and Graham that the previous judgment
was illegal and invalid under Sherman’s

Perry Steel Scraper Company located on W. Poplar.
Year of photo unknown.




Antitrust Act of 1891.
Despite the American
School Furniture Company’s
claims of fraud and
collusion, the court found
the original judgment given
to Loughlin was dealt with
fairly and through the means
of law based on evidence
brought forward on behalf of
John Loughlin. The court

JORN LAWGHLIN,
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upheld its previous ruling
that the United States School Furniture Company
was not an unlawful combination at the time the
bonds were issued; therefore, the debt must still
be paid to John Loughlin.

Work with the Sidney Steel

Despite the fact that William Perry is not
a common name known throughout Sidney, he
himself still played a pivotal role within the
community. In addition to working for the
companies already mentioned, William Perry
also served on the board of the Shelby County
Building and Loan Association for a number of
years and was a Mason and past master at the
Temperance Lodge No. 53 in Sidney. He is
remembered in Hitchcock’s History of Shelby
County as “Unquestionably [...] one of the
reliable and conscientious citizens of the
community in which his life has mainly been
spent and where his dearest interests are
centered.”

Written by Jane Bailey

Scraper Company

On his return to Sidney
after his dealings with the Mexican
School Furniture Company,
William Perry gained a position as
the secretary and treasurer for the
Sidney Steel Scraper Company. He
served in that position until the
death of William Haslup in 1912,
when he took over the position of
President. William Perry remained
in that position until its absorption
in the mid 1930’s into the Slusser-
McLean Scraper Company.
William Perry’s son, John L.
Perry, joined his father as a
salesman for the Sidney Steel
Scraper Co. and continued as sales
manager. While simultaneously
working as sales manager at the
Sidney Steel Scraper Co., John
Perry simultaneously founded the
Perry Co. in 1920s which dealt
with scrapers also until its demise
in the 1930’s. John Perry and his
family moved on to Kansas while
his father remained in Sidney for
the rest of his days. William Perry
became a sales tax examiner for

PERRY SCRAPER CO.

SILNEY, OHIND

PERRY AUTOMATIC TRACTOR SCRAPER

A TIME, LABOR AND MONEY SAVER
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the state of Ohio until just a few
weeks before his death when he
was no longer able to perform his

An advertisement for the Perry Scraper Company.

Year of photo unknown.

duties.



Sprucin’ It Up!

The Ross Center
is getting a facelift! In
September a new roof
was installed by A&E
Home Services and a |%
new paint job from
Elsner Paint.

James Loos and Herb Minchew
&0 take the time out of their busy schedules to
B help take a couple of trees down that have
| outgrown their space. Look for new trees
L in the near future!

to Mike Jones, Cecil Steele, Keith McLain, Bob
Shoffner, Darrell Spangler, Herb Minchew, and
Roger Lentz for putting up this beautiful tarp in our
Annex building. This painted tarp came from
Hardin-Houston schools when they tore the old
school down. It was used in some of their theatrical
productions.
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The Sidney Daily News
OCT. — 1942 -75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (7%) Russell Bunker, son of Mr. & Mrs. D.
Bunker, of 420 Elm Street, has passed all of his
examinations to be inducted as a flying cadet in the US air
corps. He enlisted at Patterson field, Dayton. A graduate
of Sidney high in 1941, the young man spent a year in
California attending an electrical engineering school in Los
Angeles, before returning here. He was employed as
assistant foreman at Stolle’s before enlisting.

SHELBY COUNTY (9%) During the last few years the
Shelby county producers of corn-hybrid seed have been
cooperating with the Ohio agricultural experiment station
and the Ohio Seed improvement associations by
conducting a cooperative corn hybrid test plot along with
tests in other Ohio counties to help discover the desirable
and undesirable qualities of many corn-hybrids was report
by R. W. Munger, county agent. “The 1942 test of 30
different corn hybrids with five different plots for each
different corn hybrid was located on L. E. Mars’ farm.”
The local producers assisting were E. G. F. Heintz, Harold
Metz, G. W. Brackney, W. R. Joslin, L. E. Marrs, Luke and
Nick Howell, Luther Heintz, and A. F. Moon.

CLASSIFIED (13™H) HELP WANTED-Licensed
fireman at once. Steady employment, inquire County
Home, Phone Citcle 2461...A young or middle age man as
helper in our machine shop. The Dunson Supply Co., 328
North Main avenue. 239t3p....Dairy farm hand, married.
To do milking and odd chores around barn. Best of wages.
House furnished. U. S. Employment Setvice, 133 South
Ohio avenue, Sidney Oh...Dairy farm hand, single to work
on dairy farm. $50.00 per month, board and room. U. S.
Employment Service.

SIDNEY (24t) Little Miss Gail Griffis celebrated her
third birthday Friday afternoon at her home on South Ohio
avenue, where many of her little friends came at 3PM for a
party planned for her by her grandfather, Fred L. Griffis.
Following the opening of the children’s birthday gifts, Mr.
Griffis told them a story. Each guest received Hallowe’en
favors and novelties’, and in the room in which they played
was a lighted pumpkin face. The refreshments served were
ice cream and a birthday cake decorated with three little
candles shaped like animals.  Special little printed
invitations were issued to the following guests: Lette
Lesher, Sandra Spinner, Gretchen Brunner, Joe Salm, Susie
Boller, Lee Woodruff, Johnny Amos, Sylvia Studevant,
Patty Ann Dyer, Barbara Berg, Mary and Tad Price, Joan
Dorner, David Killian, Diane and Jerry Blake, Sue Stewart,
Timmy Bauman, Donny Critton, James Linker.

SHELBY COUTY DEMORAT
OCT-100 Years Ago-1917
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY (5%) Jacob Coffman was struck by a BIG Four
local engine at the Walnut avenue crossing Tuesday
morning but escaped serious injury. Coffman is hard of
hearing and it is said walked directly in front of the engine.
He was thrown to the side of the track. Dr. M. F. Hussey
was called and it was found that other than a few slight
scratches he was not injured...Let everyone in Sidney help
feed the children in the war zones. Tin boxes for the
Children’s Tin Box Fund, which has its headquarters in
Bristol, Rhode Island, have been placed in four stores here:
-Briggs” and Christian’s Drug Stores, Thediecks’ and
Piper’s Dep’t. Stores. Every cent goes toward taking care
of the starving children of our Allies. Don’t neglect the
boxes. You could not pass the children by if they were
here!

HOUSTON (19%) Regardless of the very inclement
weather, the morning of the 12%, quite a number heard the
speech of Hon. Oliver Wayne Stewart, of the Flying
Squadron. It was certainly a forcible talk for a dry
U.S.A....A lively, hustling force is at work on our mile of
paved road through town. May ideal weather be granted
and hurry up finish made on this, a great and sorely needed
improvement...An old fashion hop is reported as having
been pulled off down the Beech Grove way Tuesday
evening, which was highly enjoyed by lovers of the light
fantastic.

SIDNEY (26%)-Nick Crusey has been appointed as
substitute mail carrier for the Sidney post office. He has
been on duty carrying the mail for the past several days...
Three —cent letter postage will go into effect November 2.
The Post-master-General has just issued a set of rules and
regulations on rates. On all first-class mail matter the rates
will be one cent per ounce or fraction, in addition to the
present rate. Written post cards will carry two cents in
stamps instead of one cent. Printed cards will go at present
rate. “Drop letters” or letters dropped at the post office
will be delivered in the same city for the present rate.
Forever stamps will be on sale the first of December with
the new Solar Eclipse stamp. It is estimated that
$3,000,000 will be derived during November and
December in New York alone from the increased postal
rates, which were made law by the passage of the war
revenue bill... The fire department was called to the garage
of William Kingseed on south Main Ave., Wednesday
evening.  Wires became crossed on Mr. Kingseed’s
automobile causing it to catch fire. The blaze was put out
without much damage.
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis

Dorothy Love Retirement Community

Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Dr. Greg Schmiesing, DMV
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




