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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com
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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”
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Welcome New Members:
No new members this month.

ot

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

EXciting news for

The Shelby County Historical Society?

The Shelby County Historical Society is
proud to announce the Ohio Local History

“I Alliance has chosen “Manufacturing Day” as

the Outstanding Achievement Award in the
category of History Outreach: Public
Programming. This is the 16th time the Society

has been recognized for Outstanding Achievement in 17 years!
The Awards Luncheon is to be held on October 6, 2018, at

the annual OHLA Annual Meeting in Columbus.

1 P Ghost Tour

When. Oct. 10 and 11, 2018
Times: 6:00-6:30-7:00-7:30

Students $8 Members: $10
Non Members; $12

Tickets on sale NOW!!!

This is a walking tour of downtown. We will be
visiting the old Shelby County Jail and the old Armory
with many tales and intriguing stories along the way!

Shelby County Historical Society
201 N. Main Ave/P.O. Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653

shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com
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When: October 9, 2018 @ 7 p.m.
Where: Ross Historical Center
201 N. Main Ave, Sidney

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY This event is free and
= Founded in 1975 & open to the public!

Finding the Stories About our
Shelby County boys who Fought
in the Civil War

Drew and Debbie Barber, SCGS
members, will talk about searching for
information about the approximately 1,200
Civil War soldiers from Shelby County,
including Quartermaster Sgt. Eli Davis,
Drew’s great-great grandfather.

YOLUNTEERS ’.
The M°""|:_";Z’ "0‘:t of the Past” August Volunteer Info:
idaen cliues:
Anna 7th: C.S. Louis wasn’t a 31 Volunteers
Kindergarten teacher in Anna 149 Hours
Sidney 10th: Drones weren’t around 100 . ) .
years ago! Volunteer gift certificate winners for
The clues were found by: Augusot.'
Phil Abbott, Barb Ditmer, Roger Lentz, Cheryl Michael
Johanna Kuhn, Susie and Dick Martin. Jeanne Schlagetter
Congratulations!
=) The C"}g \;V“][ tbr? fg“'}?{ ONt'_—Y in the Thank you to all our volunteers!
i OTEhe Fast section. We depend on you!
In August, 1797 people
participated in SCHS programs.




An Early Shelby County Physician

and his connection to Hardin and the Civil War

When reflecting on early physicians from
Shelby County and their involvement in the Civil
War, the most common name that historians run
across is Dr. Albert Wilson of Sidney. Dr. Wilson
was the first man from Shelby County to answer
President Lincoln’s call for troops in 1861 and served
as surgeon for the 1% and 113™ Ohio Volunteer
Infantry for a little over four years. However, he was
not the only doctor from Shelby County to enter into
the war and serve as a surgeon for the Union troops.
A much lesser known name that we were remiss in
adding to the original 2016 and updated 2018 roster
of Shelby County soldiers who served in the Civil
War was none other than Dr. Wilson Cowan, whose
story was quite fascinating to learn.

Wilson Virgil Cowan was
0\ the youngest son, born on
"\ January 12, 1816, to Mr. and
Mrs. John and Rachel Cowan
in  Urbana, Champaign
County.  According to
Sutton’s History of Shelby
County, Wilson Cowan
traveled to Oxford in 1836
where he attended Miami
University and began to study
medicine under Dr. James
Hughes. However, according to
the Catalogue of Officers and
Students of the Indiana Theological Seminary and
Hanover College 1935-6, he studied there as part of
the Academic Department while living in Oxford.
Cowan then attended the Medical College of Ohio in
Cincinnati, but before graduating left for Careysville,
Ohio in 1841. Somewhere in the following year, he
met Ms. Elizabeth M. Kennard of Shelby County and
on March 22, 1842, they were married. Wilson
Cowan and his young wife lived in Turtle Creek
Township near Hardin where Cowan served as the
township treasurer until the tragic death of his wife.
She passed away on January 8, 1843, less than a year
after their marriage, most likely due to complications
with childbirth. Elizabeth is buried along with their
infant child in Cowan (Kennard) Cemetery, a small
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family plot with no remaining markers.

Wilson Cowan remained as practicing
physician in Hardin in 1843, until he finished his last
courses at the Medical College of Ohio, where he
graduated in 1844. He returned to Hardin and served
as postmaster starting May 23, 1844, until June of
1845. On April 10, 1845, Wilson Cowan married
Mary Josephine Betts and the two had 6 children
together: John Betts, Charles Spinning, Harriet Alice,
Marion Finley, Mary Caroline, and Lucinda Frazer.
In 1846, he was again serving as physician in Hardin.
Mr. Cowan was a very active member of the
community and besides being involved as postmaster
and physician in Hardin, he also was a Mason and
member of Temperance Lodge 73 in Sidney where he
served as Worshipful Master from 1852-1853 and
1859-1861. Dr. Cowan also represented Shelby
County in state legislature when he served in the
lower house of the Ohio General Assembly from
1855-1856.

& ailibaal,
Wilson Virgil Cowan & Family, 1872
Front, I-r: Lucinda Frazer, Wilson Virgil, Mary Josephine
(Betts), Harriet Alice; Back, I-r: Charles Spinning, John Betts,
Marion Finley, Mary Caroline. Wilson appears to be wearing
his Union army trousers (with a stripe down the outer legs).
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During the 1850’s, the C.C.C. & . Railroad
(commonly known as the Big Four) established a
station about one mile south of Hardin, which was
named Hardin Station. It served primarily as an
important shipping point for grain and stock, and the
first business was opened by Samuel M. Cowan in
1853. Samuel Cowan was brother to Dr. Wilson
Cowan and it is for him | believe Hardin Station
earned the nickname “Cowan’s Station” as Samuel
Cowan was also its postmaster in 1854. It appears
that the two Cowan families must have had a large
presence in Hardin at that time.

After the outbreak of the Civil War, Dr.
Wilson Cowan felt it his duty to register as a surgeon
and first served as Assistant Surgeon under Gen. John
C. Fremont with the Benton Cadets (Missouri
Infantry) in 1862. According to an account written by
his son, Charles S. Cowan, while Dr. Cowan’s
company was passing through St. Louis, Missouri on
their way home, several of the soldiers and officers
purchased pies from an Irish woman’s street stand.
Apparently the woman was sympathetic towards the
South and had threatened that she would “do away
with some of the Damned Yanks.” The men later
found out she had poisoned the pies, and five or six
men were Killed as a result. Dr. Cowan fell victim to
her scheme as well and hovered between life and
death for six weeks, managing to survive but never
regaining his complete vigor. Upon recuperating from
his experience with the pies, Dr. Cowan traveled east
to the mountains of West Virginia where he applied
to David Todd, Ohio’s War Governor, for an
appointment. His new assignment was with the 34"
Ohio Infantry, also known as Piatt’s Zouaves after the
regiment’s colonel, Abraham Sanders Piatt.

The 34" OVI primarily served in the Eastern
Theater of the Civil War and in the Shenandoah
Valley region. Their uniforms differed slightly from
the traditional in the sense that they wore
Americanized Zouave uniforms that consisted of a

dark Dblue jacket with red
trimming, sky blue baggy
trousers with two red stripes, a
pair of tan gaiters, and a red
Ottoman style fez hat with a
blue tassel, an example of
which can be seen to the left.
According to an account
written by Dr. Cowan’s son,
Wilson was surprised and
captured by a band of guerillas
with his force at Point Pleasant
and the surgeon accompanying

them forced Dr. Cowan to exchange clothing with
him since he had on a new uniform. A short while
later, however, reinforcements arrived and helped to
recapture the place. Among the prisoners captured
was the guerilla surgeon, whom Dr. Cowan again
traded clothes with. Dr. Cowan was later transferred
to the 1% Ohio Volunteer Cavalry stationed in
Tennessee and promoted to Surgeon. After he served
there for some time, he was promoted again to
Brigade Surgeon, gaining the same rank as a Colonel.
He was discharged on February 11, 1864, on account
of disability.

After the war was over, Dr. Cowan returned
to his home just south of Hardin slightly worse for
wear due to the harsh conditions he endured during
the war. A short while after his return, he joined with
several other members of the Hardin community to
break away from the Presbyterian Church in Sidney
to create the Turtle Creek Presbyterian Church. It was
organized in June of 1865, at the house of William
Patton, with Dr. Cowan named one of its Elders. By
December of 1865, a brick church was dedicated and
ready for use. It was located just north of Hardin
Station, most likely beside where Brookside
Cemetery still can be found =
today, since no trace of the
physical church remains. This
would have also been located
right across from Dr.|
Cowan’s property, just southf ]
of Hardin in the northwest ) '
corner of the southwest
quarter of Section 32.

At the age of 58, Dr. Wilson V. Cowan passed
away from pneumonia on March 23, 1874, and was
officially laid to rest in Brookside Cemetery, even
though he is also listed as being buried with his first
wife in Cowan Cemetery. His widow, Mary J. Betts
Cowan, moved to Sidney until her death on May 11,
1904, where she was buried with her husband in
Brookside Cemetery. Dr. Cowan’s obituary in the
Sidney Journal describes his admirable life: “In
former days he took an active part in politics, and was
always identified with the interests, progress, and
improvements of the county. He sustained an
enviable reputation as a physician, and as a citizen
was highly esteemed by all who knew him.” After
learning his life story, | believe Dr. Wilson V. Cowan
to be a contributor to the early part of Hardin’s
history and definitely someone whose story is worth
hearing!

S Marshall
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Written by Jane Bailey



The following transcription is from a letter sent by Dr. Wilson V. Cowan while he was at the
Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati. He sent it to his friend, John Lenox, who lived just southwest of
where his home was located. The Wilson-Lenox house is currently the oldest brick house still
standing in Shelby County, dating back to 1816. This letter was found stuck between several of the
bricks in the attic by the Ditmer family who currently own the property. Although there is some
damage to part of the letter, a large majority of it is still clearly visible. It reads:

p G A Cincin. Nov. 15th 1843
" = Dear Friend,

Since writing the letter which you will find in

< the book - I have sought diligently for an opportunity

" to send the Book - but found no opportunity. It is

| true that certain things have been sent to Frazer

matter.

I shall not have many opportunities of
writing to you after this as every moment of my time
I find will be occupza[ so you must excuse me if I do not write so often in the future. I sent two letters by
Mr. Betts which will be one in advance as you see. I hope you will not confine yourself to answering my
letters, write more frequently than I do as you are not hurried as I shall be. I am busy at Public Lectures and
examinations from 9 o’clock until 6 in the evening. Privately all the time remaining.

I would again recommend to you to make yourself master of Anatomy. Study every bone in detail -
become familiar with every process - protuberance - cavity - ridge etc. I Rnow it is a great task and will
require great labor and patience. Yet it is necessary and the attainment of perfection in this branch of science
is worth all the labor you will expend on it. It is emphatically the foundation of all the other branches. I feel
the weight of this remark more fully than I ever did before. If the Lord will and the people pay me the
necessary money I will bring home for me in the Spring - a subject for dissection in our own office. This of
course it will be necessary to Reep secret.

Give up your whole attention to the great science. It will require all your energies - it is worthy of all
your mental powers. Make [...] the subject of your studies by day and your meditations by night. And above
all pursue your studies methodically - [...] a plan lay down a system and then [...] yourself. Nevertheless
economize your health.

My own health is not so good as it was - having taken a very bad cold during the damp weather
which has prevailed here for many days.

I send with the book a few articles for my boy - I wish you to hand them to Mrs. Kennard for me. 1
hope he is well and his parents.

Give my continued regard to all my friends
and report to me from time to time as subjects of
interest present themselves.

Yours in much esteem

W.V. Cowan
P.S. Give my respects to Dr. Emmerson when you see
him. I received a letter from him a few days ago
which I will answer in a few days.

WAY.C.




Sidney's Civil War
Living History Weekend

Held September 15 and 16, 2018, at Tawawa Park, Sidney

We would like to thank our sponsors (listed below)
and the hundreds of volunteers for helping us make this a successful event!

Private
Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Allison's Custom Jewelry, Inc.
John Coffield, Shelby
County Treasurer
Douglas Benson
Buckeye Ford Lincoln
David and Kathie Fields
Barbara Geuy
Ladonna Locker
Blanche McClain
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Sell, Hegemann & Zimmerman,
and Co., L.P.A.
Frank Thaman
Brooks and Judy Ware

Sergeant

Kiwanis Club of Sidney
John and Edna Mae Laws
Pioneer Electric Cooperative
Tom and Sandy Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar
Sidney Electric Company
Thermoseal, Inc
US Bank
Tom and Polly Watkins
Lieutenant
Anonymous
Mike, Jenny, Thomas, and Susan
Barhorst
Ronald and Patricia Francis
Doug Millhoff
Major
Doug and Julie Slagel
Colonel
Steve and Peggy Baker
Sidney Visitors Bureau
Sidney Manufacturing Company
General
Dave Ross
Bob Sargeant

Photos by: Jane Bailey, Mark Deam, Anne Morrow, and David Pence
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
75 Years Ago-October-1943
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (12th)-The council met in a regular session last
evening with Councilmen Blake, Douglas, McClure,
Melvin, Minton, Piper and Wagoner in attendance. In the
absence of President of Council Wheeler, President Pro-
tem McClure presided. A petition signed by sixteen
property owners on Sycamore avenue requested curb and
gutter improvements on the above street on the west side
from Michigan street to the southeast corn of the federal
emergency housing project and on the east side from the
existing curb and gutter north to the north side of Ralph
Given property. A motion was made by Minton and
seconded by Piper authorizing and directing the solicitor to
prepare the necessary legislation providing curb and gutter
improvements on Sycamore street in accordance with the
above petition. The above motion carried unanimously.

SIDNEY (26t)-The war production board has just revised
its order L-30-c to permit increase in the use of cast iron
for cooking utensils. Skillets production has been increased
three times, and dutch ovens doubled in each
manufacturer’s base year production. Existing facilities,
manpower and supplies are considered sufficient to permit
the increase and it is to insure the essentials needed for war
time living, since cooking utensils were the first essentials
reduced, prior to Pearl harbor. This order affects the
Wagner Manufacturing company of this city which is one
of larger companies in the industry.

SIDNEY (27%)-Karl F. Young. Licensed Real Estate
Broker. Office 122 N. Ohio Ave. Phone Main 1279. For
Sale. 877 S. Ohio Ave. Facing South. Point Park.
Possession at once. Modern Five Room House. One floor
plan, all good size rooms, living room, dining room, two
bedrooms, large clothes closets, kitchen with built in
cupboards, in-laid linoleum. Wilton carpet in living and
dining rooms. Bath and furnace, water softener, screened
back porch, glass enclosed for winter, screened front
porch, storm windows and screens, garage, level drive into
basement, new wire fence around yard...447 E. Edgewood
St. Tiny house. 2 Bedrooms. 1 Bath. Kitchen with built
ins....319 Linden Ave. $3,000.00. Four Room House and
Extra Lot. Living room, two bedrooms, bath, kitchen,
built-in cupboards, storm doors and windows, garage.

SIDNEY (29t)-For DAD’S Christmas, go modern this
year and instead of the ties, pajamas, slippers and what-not
that he’ll be expecting, bring the kiddies to our studio so
we can make a handsome group photograph to be framed
for his desk. He’s proud of them! Let us help you show
him that you realize it. English Studio-Ohio Bldg.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1918-OCTOBER-100 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW

HOUSTON (4)-Mrs. Ed Fisher, Mrs. Chas. Brush and
Mrs. Fred Doren spent a few days with Pvt. Chas Fisher,
Camp Taylor, Louisville, Ky., and Pvt. Ray Brush, West
Point, Ky., finding the boys in good health...Then the
leaves again to leave, a probable due to this might be the
several visits of Jackson Frost, Esq...Its “War Chist” time
again, hurry, but don’t crowd. Don’t get mixed and “Don’t
do today what you can put off until tomorrow” because
the Uncle Sam may need the mun, so hike along, pay as
you hike... The first sack of flour has been factoried at the
Farmers Elevator Grist Mill, course, it was but a wee little
sac, just to see that all was working lovely and up to
expectations and the verdict is, decidedly FOR, hence a
feeling of encouragement exists and it will be but a “minit
or two” until the business will be on the HUM.

LOCKINGTON-Work at the conservancy dam is
progressing with all speed possible, with the available help.
New machinery is being installed and great quantities of
earth has been removed and piled along the sides of the
tunnel for the new channel for the river..We are glad to
report that Mrs. Sherman Vogler and Mrs. Lester Hershey,
who have been in the hospital at Piqua have both returned
to their homes. A little daughter Helen was born to Mr.
and Mrs. Lester Hershey. Mr. Hershey, at last work, is in
the country’s service in France. This little maid is our first
war baby.

AD-Twenty-five sample fall and winter coats, beautifully

trimmed, $25 values at $16.75, see these before you buy, at
Chickering’s.

BOTKINS (11th)-Saturday afternoon as Jacob Wilt was
driving from Botkins to his home near Montra, the storm
over-turned and threw his buggy to the side of the road.
The rig was so badly damaged that people in the vicinity
were compelled to him home after the storm had abated.
The following morning a horse driven by George
Weissinger frightened at the Wilt buggy. In jumping the
horse fell across the wire fence Weissinger, his wife and
daughter were thrown out and were somewhat bruised.
The manner in which the horse fell no doubt prevented a
mote serious runaway.

SIDNEY-Mayor Forsythe visited all the ice cream parlors
about the city Wednesday afternoon and put the matter of
the fighting of the influenza epidemic up to the
proprietors. All agreed to quit serving ice cream sodas and
freals when the order of Board of Health goes into effect
at midnight. Only ice cream in bulk and candy will be sold
at the different stores until further orders.
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Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Tom and Betsy Salm

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
David and Nancy Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt
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