
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

No New Members 

 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

October 2020 Edition 

Due to COVID-19, this year’s Ghost Tour will be virtual! 

Please tune into our Facebook page on October 29th at 7:00 p.m. where we 

will premiere Sidney’s First Virtual Ghost Tour!  This is free to the public 

and the video will remain on our Facebook page for you to watch at any 

time. 

 You will be entertained with the usual historical information 

delivered by living history characters.  
 

Where: Facebook.com@ShelbyCountyHistoricalSociety  

When: October 29, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

This video will be available on line after this time. 

The Shelby County Historical Society’s  
Annual Ghost Tour 

Shelby County Historical Society honored  
with 25th history award! 

 We are pleased to announce that the Ohio Local History 

Alliance has recognized the Shelby County Historical Society for the 

events hosted during the “Shelby County Ohio Bicentennial 1819-

2019, an outstanding contribution to the field of local history in Ohio 

in the category of Public Programming.”   

Bad Art, Good People 
      This year’s theme is “Heart of the 

Community.”  This is Tilda’s creation.  

The cross is for God who is the 

foundation of the community.  The sun 

rays are the strength He gives us.  The 

purple heart stands for veterans who 

have given us our freedom.  The heart is 

filled with community people who have 

given their time and talent to the Shelby 

County Historical Society over the past 

20 years.   
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Volunteers 

August Volunteer Info: 

  30 Volunteers 

 110 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

August: 
 

Richard Bailey 

Betty Agle 
 

Congratulations!   

Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you!  In August, 123 people 

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues September: 

 

8th - Bug Buy (Should be Big Boy) 
16th - Question Answer: Ida Wagner 

married Dean Miller 
17th - Archie Griffen 

 

The clues were found by: 
 Mark Deam and Mary Jannides  

 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

 We Get Mail…   Please send me the “MIA, the untold story.”  I 

was born and grew up in Anna.  Harold Boyer’s brother, Bob 

and I were class mates for 12 years (class of 1951) - he was the 

cutest boy in the class! 

 Jen Martz may be interested in the enclosed photo 

which includes her grandmother, Sylvia Boyer. In 1942 or 

1944, the tomato canning factory in St. Marys, OH, needed 

workers, the shortage caused by the war.  They “recruited” 

housewives of neighboring towns, most of whom had never 

worked outside the home.  They were picked up each day by a 

school bus.  They worked 8 hours a day, standing on wet 

concrete in front of a moving belt of steaming hot tomatoes (in 

August!).  They squeezed off the skins while cutting out the 

stems with a double edged sharp “spoon” tool.  There were 

German POW’s who carried and emptied the buckets.  My 

mother spoke fluent German so she was put in charge of them 

- some were 16 years old.  She said they were absolutely 

convinced that Germany was winning the war and all our news 

media were spreading propaganda.  I wonder if this time frame 

was during Harold’s MIA. 

 I would like to know if Jen Martz has any knowledge 

of these strong women’s efforts to do what they could for the 

war. 

 My father Rev. F.J. Mittermaier was the pastor of St. 

Jacob Lutheran church and wrote every soldier from Anna a 

letter each month and then a legal sized mimeographed letter combining what each soldier had written about 

where and what they were involved with as best they were allowed to disclose.  Bobby told me he got more 

letters from my father than he got from home!  I would hope not. 

 I look forward to reading this book. 

  Sincerely: 

  Marilyn Mittermaier Hedrick 

Just a few of the Anna women at  

the St. Marys tomato cannery. 

Back row: Cal Hadelberger, Sylvia Boyer, 

Fredonia Wilt. 

Front row: Marie Wiessinger, Pauline Schiff, 

(my mother, “Mrs. Mitt”) M. Mittermaier. 
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Mires’ Beach and Recreation Park:  

the Scene of Many Picnic and Dancing Parties 
Sidney Daily News 

July 16, 1923 

 Mire’s Beach and Recreation Resort near this 

city has afforded pleasure seekers of the Miami Valley 

and Central Ohio a place of real beauty for spending 

many hours in entertainment and relaxation that is being 

widely appreciated and almost universally patronized. 

 The arrangement and platting of the resort are the 

unique idea of Ben A. Mires, who for many years has 

been a prominent resident of this community noted for 

the development of original programs of varied nature. 

 Nucleus of the arrangement is the main pavilion, 

which are included cool and enticing accommodations 

for dancing and other forms of pleasant and clean 

relaxation from the daily grind. 

 The dance floor, which is credited with being 

among the best in the state, was installed last summer of 

seasoned oak and at all times retains a mirror-like finish 

that is appreciated by lovers of the terpsichorean pastime. 

 Adjoining the commodious dance floor, which 

amply accommodates 250 couples are found quiet and 

restful alcoves and rooms for both men and women. 

 Surrounding the dancing pavilion floor is a wide 

promenade, well elevated above the ground level, airy 

and cool under all conditions, where ample seating 

facilities have been provided.  From this promenade, 

views of every part of the resort can be had from its well 

shaded interior.  

 The first or ground floor of the pavilion building 

is divided into sections, which offer accommodations for 

a spacious dining room where numerous fashionable and  

informal dinners and luncheons are being held.  In 

connection there has been installed new equipment for 

refrigeration and serving of cool dishes and drinks of all 

kinds.  In another part of this floor are found the lockers 

and dressing rooms for the multitude who seek relief 

from the oppressive heat in the cooling waters of 

“Mosquito Creek” which supplies the bathing and 

swimming pools with fresh flowing water at all seasons.  

The beach about these pools is of natural sand and fine 

wash gravel formation and affords a place of cool 

recreation for children as well as adults under the 

supervision of expert swimmers and guards.  The beach 

is partially shaded as are the swimming pools, and the 

pools have been plotted and protected to afford the 

maximum of safety to the patrons of the resort.  The 

equipment with which the beach has been furnished is of 

the best and includes slides, shoots and other popular 

apparatus for water sports. 

 Another popular feature of the resort is the 

recreation park where are provided all sorts of 

playground equipment for the entertainment and 

relaxation of the “Kiddies” under the direction of 

competent supervisors. 

 For the adults there has been provided ample 

space in the arrangement of ranges for horseshoe 

pitching, a baseball diamond, basket ball court and many 

other outdoor games.  Adjoining the resort on the west is 

a spacious well-shaded glen that is the favorite 

rendezvous for many for the provision of adequate and 

cool picnic sites, where private parties may be 

held in quiet and seclusion. 

 Ample parking space for automobiles has 

been provided on the grounds where more than 

200 machines may be cared for in safety. 

 The route of the resort which is located 

one mile from the heart of this city is almost 

entirely paved and of excellent character.  The 

entrance into the park is surfaced with whitewash 

gravel and so arranged that machines may be 

easily and speedily given entry and egress.  The 

park is bordered on the side by the cool sparking 

waters of “Mosquito Creek” a natural stream and 

on another by the bounteous waters of the Great 

Miami river according good accommodations for 

boating and canoe parties. -Dayton News. 

  

     Flags decorate Mires Beach and Recreation Park, one of Sidney’s 

old dance halls.  Located near Custenborder Field and the banks of 

Mosquito Creek, it was the scene of many dances as well as 

reunions, picnics, outings and dinners.  A popular place in the 1920s, 

it later burned to the ground and bottles from the bar area were 

found fused together due to the intense heat. 



 

4 

Shelby County Historical Society and Vets to D.C. Host  

Wreaths Across America for the Fifth Year 
 

 The Shelby County Historical Society has partnered with the Shelby County Vets to DC 

to participate in the Wreaths Across America program on December 19, 2020. Wreaths Across 

America is a national event that started with decorating the graves at Arlington National 

Cemetery to remember and honor the men and women who have served their country. More 

than 1,600 communities across the United States will decorate graves at noon on December 19, 

2020. 

 Last year nearly 400 veterans’ graves in Shelby County were dressed for the holiday 

season through the Wreaths Across America program. This year our goal is 600.  If you would 

like to participate in this program and purchase a wreath to honor a Shelby County Veteran, you 

will find us at Sidney’s Great Farmer’s Market through the month of September and the first 

two weeks of October. You can also place your order at the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. 

Main Ave., Sidney, or fill out the order form included in this newsletter.  The wreaths are $15 a 

piece or 3 for $30.   

 The wreaths will be placed on graves in sections B, D, E, and F of Graceland Cemetery 

this year.  If you would like to purchase a wreath to put on a grave outside of this section of 

Graceland or in another cemetery you have the option of picking up a wreath on December 19th 

at 10 a.m. at the Maintenance building at Graceland Cemetery.  If you would like to make a 

financial donation, the money will be used to purchase extra wreaths for the graves of veterans 

who no longer have family members that can decorate for them. Deadline to purchase the 

wreaths is November 23, 2020.  

 If you would be interested in helping place wreaths on the graves on December 19, 

please contact the office 937-498-1653.  Many hands make quick work! 

 The committee is hoping the community will again give their support to honor the men 

and women of Shelby County who have served and defended the rights and freedoms that we 

continue to enjoy to this day.    

Wreaths across America 

Cost:  1 for $15 or 3 for $30 

Wreaths will be placed in sections B, D, E and F. 

Wreath placing ceremony Dec. 19, 2020   
@12:00 p.m. Graceland Cemetery, 

Sidney, OH 

Thank you for your support 
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 Every building tells a story, if you are 

willing to listen. 

 Sidney, Ohio, is a city of much 

history, industry and beautiful architecture.  

One of the stately buildings is the Burkhart 

Building that sits on the corner at 134 S. Main 

Ave.  It is described as a graceful, yet sturdy 

building of Italianate design.  Shoes have been 

sold on this site since 1864.  The current 

structure was built in 1880 and as you look to 

the top of the front you will see the "Burkhart" 

sign that has been restored and placed once 

again at the top of the building.  The front of 

the building was molded and made by Philip 

Smith Brothers, Manufacturing, as the plaque 

indicates.  Footwear in all shapes and sizes 

has been sold here over the last 146 years. 

 The building not only was the home 

of a shoe store, it also has 2 floors above that 

housed other organizations as well as apartments.  Over 

the years as changes occurred in the city, the top floors 

were vacated yet the store remains on the first floor.  The 

third floor reveals secrets from the past.  A huge open 

room at the front facing Main Street has large windows 

that overlook the court square.  From the evidence left 

behind, it looks to have been a fellowship hall.  The walls 

are wood and have been covered with wall coverings 

made of cloth.  Members would have entered through a 

set of huge doors that included a covered hole that meant, 

until your identification could be verified, you would be 

denied entry. The third floor echoes grand gatherings 

from the past and in the shadows hide memories.  Voices 

that once filled the space are long silent.  Or are they? 

 Silence is not always what you hear if you are 

left alone in the dark at the Burkhart Building.  Strange 

things can be heard when least expected.  The bell at the 

front door rings on its own announcing the entry of a 

customer, yet no one appears to be entering.  The owner 

has always been cautioned not to be in the store alone.  

She has heard the ringing, but cannot explain the reason.  

Perhaps the odd sounds and strange occurrences come 

from the second floor. 

 The two buildings to the north of the Burkhart 

Building are connected to the building and were built 

during the canal era in Sidney, Ohio, around 1830s-

1840s.  When the building was finally built on the corner 

in 1880, a hallway was built to connect the buildings on 

the second and third floors.  Access to those floors was 

via the door on Main Avenue.  At one time there was a 

Beauty Salon on the second floor on the left of the 

hallway, and on the right was a spacious apartment.  In 

the apartment lived an eccentric tenant by the name of  

Because we were unable to have our Annual Ghost Tour this year we  

wanted to give you a little story that has been told on previous tours.  Enjoy! 

Things That Go THUMP....Things That Go THUMP....Things That Go THUMP....   By Julie Gilardi 

Mrs. Weaver.  She was the only tenant left 

on the second floor in the early 1980s.  All 

others had moved on to new locations.  

 One day, after flowers had been 

planted on the square by the County 

Commissioners, Mrs. Weaver admired 

them from her front second floor window. 

Perhaps she could not see them well 

enough from that window.  As the 

Commissioners stood around admiring their 

work, congratulating each other on the 

enhanced beauty of the corner, a figure 

appeared.  Here came Mrs. Weaver from 

the door on Main Avenue with her spade 

and bucket.  Mrs. Weaver crossed Main 

Avenue making her way to where the 

Commissioners stood.  Thinking she was 

there to congratulate them on their fine 

work, they waited to receive praise on the 

added beauty.  In front of the incredulous 

Commissioners, Mrs. Weaver proceeded to dig up many 

of the newly planted flowers, placed them in the bucket 

she had brought and back across the Avenue she went.  

Too stunned to stop her, the Commissioners stood with 

mouths agape considering what action to take.   

 Mrs. Weaver was known for her penchant for 

cleaning, especially under the furniture in her second 

floor apartment.  One corner of the furniture would be 

lifted, cleaned and then with a thump, dropped back into 

place.  The store owner below and the workers were used 

to hearing the thump, thump, thump as Mrs. Weaver 

moved the furniture daily in her quest for cleanliness. As 

time went on, it became routine to hear the thump and 

thud of furniture being moved or dropped into place.   

 One day, a thud was heard from above.  Thinking 

nothing unusual was occurring upstairs, every worker in 

the store below thought nothing of it.  Mrs. Weaver was 

cleaning again.  It was not until three days later when a 

welfare check was done that Mrs. Weaver was discovered  

dead on her floor.  She apparently had fallen with a 

thump and sadly died.  The thud heard three days before 

was not in fact furniture; it was poor Mrs. Weaver falling 

over dead.   

 The thumping noises from above oddly did not 

stop after the death of Mrs. Weaver but continue to this 

day.  The front door bell rings, yet no one enters.  The 

earlier caution of not being there alone reverberates with 

each odd sound.  One can still hear the sound of furniture 

being moved on the second floor of the Burkhart 

Building.  Sometimes a loud thud can be heard from 

above.  Is Mrs. Weaver making her presence known so as 

not to be forgotten? 

The Burkhart Building 
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 Sutton’s History of Shelby County Reprints 

 Shelby County Genealogy Research Material 

 John F. Kennedy Magazines 

 Wilderness to Prosperity Books 

 SHS Yearbooks 

 Sidney City Directories 

 Ray Warren’s Bicentennial Painting Series Prints 

 Historical Newspapers 

 Misc. Books 

 Funeral Home Wood Folding Chairs 

 Discounted SCHS Merchandise and Books 

 And Many More Items! 

Saturday 

Oct. 1
0 

10 AM -  
5 PM 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
OCT. 1960-60 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 
Sidney (6th) – Vendors’ Licenses Issued-Citizens 
Baughman National Bank, personal loan department, sale 
of reposed items.  Carl Abbott, RR5 (Mason Rd.)-auto and 
tractor repair.  Mrs. Melvin Knasel, president, Semper 
Fidelis Grandmothers Club No. 211, 121 Mound St, sale of 
miscellaneous articles.  BWW- 711 Michigan St., wings and 
alcohol. Frantz Bros. Inc., 215 N. Main Ave., contractors.  
Burean & Holloway Knitting Mills, Inc., Jackson Center, 
wearing apparel. Ralph Abbot, doing business as Abbott 
Auto Repair, 536 South Franklin avenue, garage.  
 
Sidney (22nd)-This story on the newly reorganized Holy 
Angels High School band is another in the series on high 
school bands in this immediate area.  As early as 1883 vocal 
and instrumental music was taught to the boys and girls in 
the Holy Angels school system by the Sisters of Charity.  In 
1933 through 1934 Sister Virginia Marie continued these 
vocal and instrumental instructions.  The band itself was 
organized in 1939.  For a period of 11 years vocal and 
instrumental instruction was handled by Sisters of Charity, 
with Sister Mary Augusta, Sister Charles Mary, Sister Lewis, 
and in 1956 Sister Margaret Pierce took over the vocal 
music in the new high school.  In the fall of 1959 Frank W. 
Neville Jr., was contacted and accepted the position as 
director.  The first uniforms of the band were white duck 
trousers, a royal blue sweater and cap. 
 
SIDNEY (29th)-Christmas plans were in the air when the 
Thursday Chatters club met Thursday, Oct. 27, with Mrs. 
O.V. Hill, at 619 North Miami avenue.  Christmas center 
pieces which had been ordered at the September meeting 
were assembled and work was started on stuffed animals 
which will be an additional gift for members’ children.  
Names were drawn for the Christmas exchange.  The 
Christmas party, it was decided, will be at the home of Mrs. 
Orville Huffman Jr., R.R. 2., Sidney, at 1 PM on Dec. 15.  
Another feature of the October meeting was a surprise 
shower for Mrs. John Leese and daughter Kristina Eileen, 
who arrived Sept. 26.  A lunch was served at close of the 
evening for the eight members present.   
 
  PICTURE-Won’t be Long-Holy Angels Coach Joe 
Buneta (third from left) shows his lettermen schedule to 
indicate that their first game is no farther off than next 
Friday night, when the Wings host Rosewood at the local 
parochial school.  From left to right are:  Johnny Bensman, 
Johnny Kerrrigan, Jim O’Leary, John O’Leary and Butch 
Scully.  Another letterman, Dick Weigandt was not 
available for the picture. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

OCT. 1920-100 YEARS AGO 
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW 

 

SHELBY CT. (1st)-While making the turn at the Voress 
corner southwest of Sidney while driving an auto Sunday 
Miss Lela Hall ran into the ditch at the side of the road.  
Mrs. A. H. Kite, who was riding with her was thrown 
through the wind shield and suffered considerable injury.  
She was cut about the head and face and the knee cap of 
one of her knees was broken.  Miss Hall escaped injury.  
Mrs. Kite was taken to Piqua Memorial hospital to have an 
ex-Ray picture of the break made.   
 

The Loyal Women’s class of the Church of Christ, held 
their September meeting with Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Ware on 
Foraker avenue.  The Loyal Men’s class were invited 
guests. President, Mrs. S. Johnston; vice president, Mrs. 
N.C. Lorton; secretary, M.E. Rike; social and publicity 
sect., Mrs. O. G. Bird; treasurer, Mrs. R. Klapp; Mrs. L. S. 
Thompson is the efficient teacher. 
 

SIDNEY (8th)-The first regular practice for the Sidney 
football team was a success in every respect.  All likely 
candidates with the exception of Bland and Hollinger were 
on hand, and every man showed up in his old time form.  
The players were so full of pep that Coach Sam Hetzler 
had to caution them several times about over doing the 
first time out.  A set of signals were assigned and a few 
players and formations worked out.  The team was given 
added strength by the acquisition of a recruit in the name 
of Allenbaugh, who hails from a semi pro team in Dayton.  
He is a six footer, and can punt, pass and buck the line.  
Other players are:  Dutch Miller, Simmons, Lonsbury, 
Hollinger, Jack Mentges, Green, Motsy Comer, Germany 
Van Horn, Roth, Big Ed Miller, R. Taylor, Hamilton, 
Saltmarsh, Ostendorf, Sims, Singer and Knauer. 
 

SHELBY CT. (22nd)-The voting places for the newly 
created precinct of North Turtle Creek township is 
announced, by the township clerk, L. A. Richards and will 
be located in the residence of James Cory at the corner of 
the Hardin Pike and Swanders, Ft. Loramie road in said 
township.  The south precinct of Turtle creek township 
will continue to vote at the old Turtle Creek voting place. 
 

(29th)-Mrs. Robert Lahde and Mrs. Raymond Unum 
entertained a number of their friends at the Country Club 
on River Road, Friday evening with a Hallow’ene Dance.  
The Jazz band from Dooley, Ohio, furnished the music 
and also had music on the synthesizer.  The color scheme 
was carried out in the black and orange and prizes were 
awarded to the most comical dressed and the best dressed.  
Same going to Mr. Unum and Mr. Westbrook.  A two 
course lunch was served and all departed declaring they 
had a good time. 
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