
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web:  

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 

Mission: òTo actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve and  

promote local history.ó 

Vision:  òTo become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the pastó 
 

Welcome New Members:  

LaTrisha Reed, Sidney 

Philip and Mary Kaye Huecker, Sidney 

Lori Puterbaugh, Sidney 

Cheryl Clark, Sidney 

Brent Phillips, Sidney 

Steve and Martha North,  

Princeton, LA 
 

SCHS Memberships  

Yearly  

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society  

October 2021 Edition  

Downtown Ghost Walk 2021 
 We are pleased to be back ñin personò for our annual ghost walk 

this year.  Due to Covid 19 restrictions last year, we made the decision to 

digitally capture our ghosts and present them to you over the course of 

several days.  We felt that was the most effective way to continue our 

tradition of presenting Shelby County history with mystery through living 

history characters. Now, we are excited to return in person for our annual 

presentation of our ghostly living history characters and walk around our 

downtown. 

 Please join us as we hear stories of the lives of interesting 

characters.  Did you know of the attempted kidnapping of a bank 

employee or the mysterious death of a World War I soldier?  Picture a 

dark car rolling past the open door of a factory where a package 

containing dynamite was tossed inside.  Meet our Mother of the year from 

Sidney.  Join us for a last tribute to our famed Police Chief.  

 As we gather in person this year it will be a time to stroll around 

our beautiful downtown and enjoy the company of others.  Revitalization 

projects are going on all over the city and the Shelby County Historical 

Society has made progress with our own revitalization project in the form 

of a Learning and Innovation center.  Our first stop will be a peek into the 

learning center.  There may be a left over spirit in the buildingé. 

David Potts as  

Dick Denmark 

Julie Gilardi as 

Emma Purkepile 

Rusty Schwepe as 

Herman Tappe 
Faye Spangler as 

Winifred Haslup 
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Volunteers  

August Volunteer Info: 

  45 Volunteers 

203 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for August: 
 

Judy Johnson 

Deb Kaufman 
 

Congratulations!   

Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you!  In August,  

780 people participated  

in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrowsô ñOut of the Pastò   
hidden clues September:  

 

Jackson Center: Tours of Airstream  
Shelby County: Eggcorn Grey is not a 

color  
 

The clues were found by: 
  

John and Edna Mae Laws  
and Glen Phillips  

 
The clue will be found ONLY in the 

ñOut of the Pastò section.  

 

Three generations visit the Ross Historical Center  

to see the Flourishing Fifties exhibit, which will be 

up until the middle of October.   L-R Dad, Herb; 

grandson, Graham; and son, Jeff Van Tilburgh.   

Park bench to honor Jim Hall 
The public was invited to attend the dedication of the Jim Hall memorial bench in Tawawa Park on 

Saturday, Sept. 18, at 1 p.m. 

Jim Hall, late of Sidney, passed away in November 2019.  He loved history, his fellow veterans, serving 

at the hospital and anything connected with his treasured Tawawa Park. 

 Hall was a long time Shelby County Historical Society 

board member and volunteer. The members of the societyôs board 

have created a way for the community to remember him in 

perpetuity. The City of Sidney Parks and Recreation department 

authorized the construction of a memorial bench in the park. It is a 

fitting project, given the amount of time Hall dedicated to learning 

and speaking about the history of the park to anyone who would 

listen. He gave numerous programs on the history of the park. 

Hall made a walk in the park part of his daily ritual for many 

years. 
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 We would like to take this moment to thank everyone who helped to make the Traveling Vietnam Wall 

and Field of Crosses such a great success!  There is no way to list all of the volunteers because some would just 

show up without letting anyone know they were coming.  We have a great core group that took care of all the 

little details as well as the big ones.  This even couldnôt have happened without these men and women.  If we 

have forgotten your name, please forgive us.   

Kurt Anderson 

Jane Bailey 

Richard Bailey 

Roger Bertke 

Steve Egbert 

Duane Gaier 

Mark Harrod 

Judy Johnson 

Jane Jones 

Mike Jones 

Keith McLain 

Sharon Mohrbacher 

Jim Moorman 

Shelia Nuss 

Jim Perry 

Tilda Phlipot 

Jeanne Schlagetter 

Mark Schlagetter 

Bob Shoffner 

Don Shoffner 

Patti Speelman 

Cecil Steele 

Chris Wooddell 

Dianne Wooddell 

Kathie Woodruff 
Setting Up The Field of Crosses and Flags 

The Escort 
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Setting up the Wall 

Programs 

Guy Gruters Steve OôMeara and David Taylor Sidney Civic Band 

After the school program, students were encouraged to visit with local veterans that were in the Field of Crosses.  

L to R: Bob Shoffner, Duane Mullen, John Laws, and Mark Deam 
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4th Annual Tawawa Park Cruise-In  

SCHS Traveling Museum 

Photos by:  

Luke Gronneberg-Sidney Daily News,  

John Hemp, Kyle Doak, Tilda Phlipot,  Jane 

Bailey, and Sharon Mohrbacher. 


