
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 
Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Eileen Hix, Sidney, OH 

Randal Carey, Sidney, OH 

Larry and Beth Valentine, Sidney, OH 

Harold Schmidt, S. Salem, OH 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

October 2022 Edition 

 The Society’s dream of leveraging history to effect change in our 
community is being realized. The Wallace Family Learning & Innovation 
Center designs are nearing completion.  Six galleries will tell the compelling 
story of how we emerged from a primitive wilderness 200 years ago to 
an  innovative, vibrant and evolving community today. 
 It all started with the amazing vision of Charles Starrett in creating a 
town designed from the beginning with a public square and gathering place. 
The right leaders stepped forward at the right times to provide the 
transportation infrastructure Shelby County would need to build a thriving 
business environment.  A rich mixture of skilled workers from many cultural 
backgrounds worked and dreamed together to achieve what we now enjoy. 
 The Learning & Innovation Center will chronicle the stories of the 
people who made this happen.  The 6 galleries include Our Legacy Begins 
(story of our founding), Onward and Upward  (how transportation provided 
opportunities for growth), Our  Land’s Bounty ( the gifts we received from the 
land), Industrial Ingenuity (how innovation and hard work created an amazing 
engine of growth), People of Impact (identifying leaders who made a positive 
impact on our community and the world around them) and Opportunity Awaits 
(how everyone has a role to play in our future growth and success).  The 
achievements will be noted, but the key to our amazing community is found in 
the people and the legacies they left for  all of us.  
 The Center will use history as a catalyst to inspire our youth. 
S.T.E.A.M. principles are being used to design interactive displays in each 
gallery so that young people  and adults can learn by participating.  Web-based 
technology will allow teachers to access parts of the Learning & Innovation 
Center from their classrooms to enhance learning opportunities. 
 The Society’s goal is to inspire and equip the next generation to create 
their own legacy. 
 An opening for Learning Center donors is being planned for December 
15.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 

Update: 
Wallace Family Learning & Innovation Center 

The beginning installation of Our Legacy Begins. 
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Volunteers 

August Volunteer Info: 
   26 Volunteers 

 136 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 
August: 

 

Dave Slagle 
Jeanne Schlagetter 

 

Congratulations!   
Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you!  In August, 500 people 
participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues September: 

 

Sidney—Carve Asada 
Botkins 5th—Route 66 and 25 A don’t 

cross paths 
The clues were found by: 

 
 John Laws, Larry Allen,   

and Glen Phillips 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

Update on the Ross Historical Center: 
 A beautifully majestic structure like the Ross Historical Center 
requires almost constant care.  The latest concern has been the leaded 
glass both in and surrounding our 120-year old door.  Repairing it in 
steps has begun with the repair of the large pane within the top of the 
door itself completed first, then followed by the repair in stages of all the 
surrounding leaded panes.  This task has been the responsibility of the 
Renaissance Glass Studio of Tipp City, which as the name implies 
specializes in that very fragile and expensive glass.  The huge pillars 

gracing the front porch were found to 
be badly deteriorating, so  Midwest 
Maintenance Inc. from Piqua, another 
specialty company, has worked to 
repair and then repaint our imposing 
pillars so that they are stable and 
stately once again. 
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 The Civil War Living History Weekend was a huge success thanks in part to all of the volunteers that 
spent countless hours making sure everything was in place!  We were delighted that over 2000 people came to 
visit us at Tawawa Park to experience Living History in action!   
 A special thanks to our sponsors: City of Sidney, Shelby County Historical Society, Sidney Visitors 
Bureau, Tactical Solutions, The Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center, Jason Weigandt Landscape 
Co., Rising Sun Express, LLC, Ron and Nita's, Inc., Cargill, Inc., Kiwanis Club of Sidney, 11/57 Design 
Concepts, LLC, Buckeye Ford, and John Coffield. 

Civil War Living History Weekend 

Education Tent: The weekend was filled with guest speakers and a Gatling Gun demonstration. 

L to R: Dan Masters with his book The 57th Ohio at 
Shiloh; Phil Spaugy discussed Ohio’s Role in 
Arming the Union; Al Arnold with his books South 
Toward Home and Robert E. Lee’s Orderly; Ray 
Quay demonstration and discussion The Gatling 
Gun Changes Warfare 

Sutlers: A Sutler is a person who followed an army and  
sold provisions to the soldier during the Civil War. 
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Special Exhibits: Scattered throughout the encampment could be found a Confederate surgeon, 
who was very popular with the crowds; exhibits of  

items that were used in every day life during the era; and a Civil War Tailor. 

Battles and Skirmishes:  There were three planned battles during the weekend, 
 two of which were staged at the Zenas King Bridge over Amos Lake.  The skirmishes  

were unplanned and usually started without much notice.` 
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Shelby County Historical Society and Vets to D.C. Host  
Wreaths Across America for the Seventh Year 

 

 The Shelby County Historical Society has partnered with the Shelby County Vets to DC 
to participate in the Wreaths Across America program to be held on December 17, 2022. 
Wreaths Across America is a national event that started with decorating the graves at Arlington 
National Cemetery to remember and honor the men and women who have served our country. It 
has grown so much that more than 3,000 communities across the United States will decorate 
graves at noon on December 17, 2022. 
 Last year 600 veterans’ graves in Shelby County were dressed for the holiday season 
through the Wreaths Across America program. This year our goal is 700.  If you would like to 
participate in this program and purchase a wreath to honor a Shelby County Veteran, you will 
find us at Sidney’s Great Farmers Market until October 15, the last day of the market. You can 
also place your order at the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave., Sidney, or fill out the 
order form included in this newsletter.  The wreaths are $15 a piece or 3 for $30.   
 The wreaths will be placed on graves in section 5 of Graceland Cemetery.  If you would 
like to purchase a wreath to put on a grave outside of this section of Graceland or in another 
cemetery, you have the option of picking up a wreath on December 17th between 10 a.m. and 
noon at the Maintenance building at Graceland Cemetery.  Wreaths not picked up by noon will 
be considered a donation and will be placed within section 5.  If you would like to make a 
financial donation, the money will be used to purchase extra wreaths for the graves of veterans 
who no longer have family members that can decorate for them. Deadline to purchase the 
wreaths is November 18, 2022.  All funds raised will we used to purchase as many wreaths as 
possible. 
 If you would be interested in helping place wreaths on the graves on December 17, 
please contact the office 937-498-1653.  Many hands make quick work! 
 The committee is hoping the community will again give their support to honor the men 
and women of Shelby County who have served and defended the rights and freedoms that we 
continue to enjoy to this day.    

Wreaths across America 

Cost:  1 for $15 or 3 for $30 

Wreaths will be placed in section 5 this year. 

Wreath placing ceremony Dec. 17, 2022   
@12:00 p.m. Graceland Cemetery, 

Sidney, OH 

Thank you for your support 
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Shelby County Historical Society  
Honored with 27th history award! 

  

 We are pleased to announce that the Ohio Local History Alliance has recognized 
the Shelby County Historical Society for the Field of Crosses and Vietnam Wall hosted in 
2021, an outstanding contribution to the field of local history in Ohio in the category of 
“Public Programming.”   
 The award will be presented to Tilda Phlipot on Saturday, October 1st during the 
Ohio Local History Alliance Annual Meeting.  

 Upcoming Events 
October: 
 12th and 13th - Ghost Tour (SOLD OUT) 
 14th - 5 to 8 pm - Chocolate Walk (Tickets can be purchased through Sidney Alive) 
 15th - 11 am to 2 pm - Boos and Brews Kid Zone on the court square 
    11 am to 2 pm - Trick or Treat 

November: 

December: 
 3rd - 11 am to 4 pm - Christmas of YesterYear   



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
Oct. 1950 – 72 Years ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SHELBY CT. (4th)-Soup Supper & Auction Sale.  Friday 
Evening, Oct. 6. at the home of Mr. & Mrs. John 
Worthington Sr.  Chicken, Vegetable & Chili Soup, 
Sandwiches, pie, coffee & soft drinks.  Bring whatever you 
have for the auction sale.  Sponsored by The Crescent 
Society of The Spring Creek Congregational Church. 
 

JACKSON CENTER (10th)-Grace Lutheran church 
Jackson Center, is proud of its Boy Scout troop 90, and 
especially proud of the seven boys of that troop who hold 
the Pro Deo et Patria award.  Three of the boys, Melvin 
Regula, Loren Heintz and Ivan Klopfenstein, have had 
their awards for some time.  The other four boys Ivan 
Zorn, Raymond Regula, brother of Melvin, Tom Boyer and 
Paul Heintz, brother of Loren, were presented their award 
during worship service at the church recently.  The Boy 
Scouts of America maintains that no boy can grow into the 
best kind of citizenship without recognizing his obligation 
to God. 
 

SIDNEY (13th)-Anniversary Vesper Program of Bach-The 
Calvin Chorister of First Presbyterian church, Sidney, will 
present an all Bach program Sunday evening at 7:30 o’clock 
as their portion of the 125th anniversary observation by the 
local congregation.  The program arranged by Mrs. Charles 
Benjamin Jr., director and assisted by Miss Grace 
Woodruff, organist, will feature numbers composed by 
Johann-Sebastian Bach as the 200th anniversary of his death 
is observed this year.  Special numbers on the program will 
feature Mrs. John Minton and Miss Sara Lou Benjamin, 
soloists; of the choir, pictured above are:  back row, left to 
right:  Miss Sara Collier, Robert Binkley, Philip Carey, J. R. 
Sellers, C. R. Benjamin, I. H. Wilson, William Collier, L. M. 
Jones, Richard Tanger, Kenneth Hutchison, George 
Kookootsedes, Homer Huston, Arthur Graham, J. R. 
Castle, Charles Collier, Miss Jobea Anderson, Miss Carol 
Carey, Miss Sandra Spinner; Front row, left to right:  Miss 
Sara Benjamin, Miss Norma Hutchison, Miss Anne Carey, 
Miss Mary Kookootsedes, Mrs. William Dickey, Mrs. John 
Minton, Miss Martha Thompson, Miss Loise Alhen, Miss 
Barbara Fields, Miss Mary Ann Gifford, Mrs. J. R. Sellers, 
Mrs. Charles Collier, Mrs. E. A. Hawver, Miss Mary 
Clancey.  Rev. J. Calvin Leonard and members of the 
congregation invite the general public to attend the special 
musical program. 
 

NEWPORT (27th)-Jon us at the MASQUERADE BALL, 
Sunday nite, October 29th, 1950, at Lindhaus Park, Rt. 36, 
Newport, Ohio.  Les Shepard and his orchestra.  Prizes will 
be awarded to the best masked couple, and the couple 
dressed the most comical. 

Out of  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
OCTOBER 1922-100 YEARS AGO 

COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW 
 

HOUSTON (6TH)-Our own “Saw Mill Nick” otherwise 
N. W. Barr, a Houston man was united in marriage to Ms. 
Emma Furman one day last week.  Here’s the very best to 
the newlyweds, may their life be long grand happy. 
 

SIDNEY-We understand that Mr. Chas. A. Jones, 
formerly with the Monarch Machine Tool co., and Philip 
Smith Co., is leaving our city to locate in Pensacola, Fla., 
where he is to take charge of a department with the L. & 
M. R.R. Mr. Jones has just returned from there, after a two 
week sojourn and reports the climate an the people the 
best in the world….Mr. & Mrs. Ray C. Orbison moved to 
Lima Saturday to make their future home.  Mr. Orbison 
has been the faithful engineer at the Water Works for a 
number years and he resigned there to take charge of the 
engineering Department of Lima Tuberculosis Hospital.  
Mrs. Orbison has taken a position with the hospital. 
 

SIDNEY (13th)-The coming wedding of Miss Glayds 
Quellhorst to Mr. John Dickensheets was announced at a 
charming party given Thursday evening by Miss Helen 
Potter at her home on N. Ohio avenue.  Clever Halloween 
invitations had invited the guests for the affair and entire 
home was very attractive with appropriate decorations.  
Corn stocks were arranged in all of the large door ways and 
lined the rooms and all about, an every table were pumpkin 
faces and lighted candles.  Jaunty Jack-O-Lanterns and 
yellow and black crepe were on the newel posts.  Black and 
yellow twists in combinations were festooned about the 
electroliers.  The leading pleasure of the hours was 500, 
magic by Harry and before the conclusion of the games the 
guests were pleasantly surprised when a dove tied with 
streamers of pink ribbons fluttered down from the landing 
of the stairs.  The message it brought was on a tiny white 
card and read:  Miss Gladys Quellhorst-Johnston 
Dickensheets-October. 
 

QUINCY- C. L. Cunningham, 26, of Toledo, Ohio, was 
killed instantly, and G. H. Dickerson, 35, is in a Lima 
Hospital as a result of injuries suffered early Sunday, when 
both jumped inadvertently from a D. T. & I. trestle at 
Quincy.  The men with other employees of the Detroit, 
Toledo and Ironton Railroad, were “deadheading” back to 
their terminal at Napoleon.  They slept on straw in an 
empty box car in the train.  When the train stopped at 
Quincy to take water they did not realize where they were 
and intended to jump to the ground, but instead plunged 
more than 100 feet to the ground below the trestle.  
Dickerson landed in soft mud and called for help.  His 
shoulder, arm and legs were broken and he was injured 
internally. 

7 



 

NON  PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIDNEY, OH 45365 

PERMIT #31 
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Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith,  
Darlene Roll and Teresa Ditmer Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Bent Finger Foundation 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Robert Sargeant 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


