
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 
Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Dr. Michael Kline, Maplewood, OH 

Legacy Partner Jim and Mary Perry, 

Piqua, OH 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

October 2024 Edition 

October 9 and 10, 2024          Times: 5:30-6:00-6:30 -7:00 

Member $10 - Non-Member $12 - Students (k-8) $8 

The Shelby County Historical Society’s Ghost Tour 

AASLH Conference 2024 
On Tuesday, September 10, Tilda Phlipot and Jane Bailey 

embarked on a 200-mile journey from Sidney, OH, to Mobile, AL, for the 
American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) annual 
conference. Earlier this summer, the Society was notified that it received 
an Award of Excellence from AASLH for developing the Wallace Family 
Learning and Innovation Center as a permanent exhibit. These Leadership 
in History Awards are given yearly to a vast network of history-related 
organizations across the country who exhibit a standard of excellence, of 
which we are proud to now be considered a part. 

While in Alabama, Tilda and Jane spent four days attending 
workshops on planning for America 250 in 2026, multiple sessions on 
different topics pertaining to local history and how we perceive and share 
it, and evening events for conference attendees. As a result, they were able 
to tour the U.S.S. Alabama (a navy warship vital during WWII), the 
History Museum of Mobile, the Mobile Carnival Museum, Africatown 
and Heritage House, and travel to the site of the Clotilda (the last US 
slave ship before the Civil War). Also attending the conference as an 
exhibitor were Joey DiFranco and Monica Ratliff from FireWatch Designs 
(previously 1913 Media), who were involved with the creation and 
implementation of all the interactive elements in the Learning Center. 

Overall, the week gave the Society insight into how other small 
museums across the nation operate as well as comfort that we are not 
alone in some of our operational challenges. Several ideas were presented 
at the conference that we are looking forward to adapting for our own use 
to help make the Shelby County Historical Society an even greater 
organization to be a member of! Thank you all for your continued support; 
we could not have achieved earning a national award without it! 
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Volunteers 

August Volunteer Info: 
  47 Volunteers 

170 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  
winners for August: 

 

Mark Schlagetter 
Mary Putnam 

 

Congratulations!   
Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you!  In August,  575 
people participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues September: 

 

Sidney 19th: Sirus 
Dayton 17th: (Ford) Spitfire 

 

The clues were found by: 
  

Judy Harp 
 
 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 
 Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card?  The Shelby County Historical Society is 
excited to announce that we are still participating in the Kroger Community Rewards 
Program! 
 Here is what you need to do: 
 Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.  
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community 
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society.  Our organization number is 
91880.  Choose our name and “Enroll.”   
 What this does: 
 Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your 
eligible purchases will be donated to the Society!  It’s that easy! 
 Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the 
Community Rewards Program. 

Don’t forget to tell your family  
and friends how easy it is  

to support the  

Shelby County Historical Society! 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 
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 On Saturday, September 7, 2024, we partnered with the Waiting Room, Journey for Self, Senior Center 
of Sidney and Shelby County, DAV-Sidney #48, The First Presbyterian Church and the City of Sidney to host 
The North Street Rock the Block party.  A family friendly event was the idea of Sarah Beck, a college intern, 
formerly of Journey for Self.    
 We rented several bounce-houses from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, which the children loved. 
The kids crafts were sand art, making pinwheels, and rock painting.  Bingo was manned by the Senior Center, 
Face Painting by Jane Bailey and Karen Potts, and Corn Hole manned by Jane Jones and Kathie Woodruff.   
 Music was provided by B.P. Audio D.J. and feature musician Sean “Cadillac” McSwain was the hit of 
the day!  Hot Dogs were passed out for free by the DAV-Sidney #48. 

 Rachel Hale, Director of the Senior Center, called BINGO during the event 
where local restaurant gift cards were the prizes.  She shared, "A young mother 
watched every one of her children BINGO. Then her son BINGO the second time, he 
turned to his mother and said, ‘Mom you haven't won, do you want me to get a 
certificate for a free cup of coffee?’ The mother replied, ‘It's up to you.’ She smiled 
as he handed her the coffee certificate." 
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Civil War 

Living History Weekend 
 The weekend of September 21-22, 2024, was our bi-annual Civil War Living History Weekend.  Along 
with the encampment, there were several guest speakers from all over the United States.  
 

 John Matteson is a professor of English and legal writing at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in 
New York City.  He won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for Biography for his first book, Eden’s Outcasts: The Story 
of Louisa May Alcott and Her Father. 
 Matteson spoke on his most recent book, A Worse Place Than Hell: How the Civil War Battle of 
Fredericksburg Changed a Nation.  The book focuses on Walt Whitman, Oliver Wendel Holms Jr., Louisa 
May Alcott, Arthur Buckminster Fuller, and John Pelham and how that battle changed their lives. 
 

 Steven Cowie, who earned a degree from California State University at Long Beach and works in the 
Los Angeles film industry, spoke on his recent book When Hell Came to Sharpsburg, which chronicles how 
the lives of the residents of that small town in Maryland were turned upside down when the Union Army of 
the Potomac, commanded by Major General George B. McClellan, met Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia.   
  

 Kent Masterson Brown, a Lexington, Kentucky, constitutional attorney, and award-winning author, 
spoke twice at this year’s Sidney, Ohio Civil War Living History Weekend.  First on Meade at Gettysburg and 
Lee & the Gettysburg Campaign.   
 He was the creator and first editor of the national magazine, “The Civil War.” He is the author of six 
books, including Cushing of Gettysburg: The Story of a Union Artillery Commander (University Press of 
Kentucky, 1993); The Civil War in Kentucky; Battle for the Bluegrass State (Savas Beatie, 2000); Retreat 
from Gettysburg: Lee, Logistics, and the Pennsylvania Campaign (University of North Carolina, 2005); One 
of Morgan’s Men: The Memoirs of Lieutenant John M. Porter of the Ninth Kentucky Cavalry (University 
Press of Kentucky, 2011); and Mead at Gettysburg: A study in Command (University of North Carolina Press, 
2021).  
 

 Martin Gottlieb, a well known, retired Dayton area journalist, spoke on Clement Vallandigham: 
Lincoln’s Northern Nemesis.    
 Congressman Vallandigham, an iconic, historic Daytonian, was a lawyer and politician who served as 
the leading voice of the Copperhead faction of the anti-war Democrats during the Civil War.   
 

 Scott Mingus, is a multiple award-winning author of non-fiction books on the American Civil War 
and the Underground Railroad.  Mingus gave his first talk on Confederate Calamity: J.E.B. Stuart’s Calvary 
Ride Through York County, PA. and his second was on Ohio at the Second Battle of Winchester.   
 Mingus is a retired new product development director and business strategist in the global paper and 
converting industry.  Mingus holds patents for self-adhesive Postage stamps and bar code labels. 
 

 Joe Belles returned to the Education Tent this year to talk about the Battle of Perryville.  Also known 
as the Battle of Chaplin Hills, the Battle of Perryville was fought on October 8, 1862, in the Chaplin Hills west 
of Perryville, Kentucky.  It was the culmination of Confederate Heartland Offensive (Kentucky Campaign) 
during the American Civil War. 
 

 Kiefer King, a Piqua resident, made his first speaking appearance about The Life and War Adventures 
of Dr. Warren R. King.  King’s presentation highlighted the role that his great, great grandfather, Dr. Warren 
R. King, played in the American Civil War.   
 

 Douglas Millhoff, a Sidney native and current Piqua resident, made his first appearance to speak about 
his relative Phillip J. Millhoff, a sergeant in the 4th Ohio Cavalry and later a member of the 118th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, Company G. 
 Douglas Millhoff was a graduate of Capital University, served six years as a technical sergeant in the 
Ohio National Guard before beginning his banking career. 
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Photos by Brandon Wagner 

and Anne Morrow 

Civil War Living History Weekend 
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
OCT-1954-70 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

Funds for maintenance of Shelby County and township 
roads were approximately $1,600 richer today as a result of 
two more distributions by the Ohio Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles of license plate revenue.  County Auditor Arthur 
Billing today noted that $452.42 will be distributed to the 
county’s 14 townships while another $1,141.06 will be used 
for county road repair.  The amounts apportioned to the 
townships depend on the total miles of township roads in 
each township as compared to the total road mileage of all 
township roads in the state, Billing added. Jackson 
Township ($50.98); Loramie ($43.42); Van Buren ($42.93); 
Clinton ($9.82); Cynthian ($34.22); Dinsmore ($39.84); 
Franklin ($29.15); Green ($27.58); McLean ($32.73); 
Orange ($21.93); Perry ($30.97); Salem ($22); Turtle Creek 
($31.10); Washington ($35.76). 
 

JACKSON CENTER (8th)-Parachute Jump Show 
Sunday, October 10 @ KORN AIRPORT-Jackson Center, 
O.  At least 10 jumps, a free fall race.  Due to the bad 
weather of last Sunday we are having another Jump Show 
by popular demand.  We are expecting quite a number of 
aircraft again for this show along with the most sensational 
Jump Show anywhere.  Thrills Galore!  Donation of 50 
cents-Children Free.  Quoting from the people who saw 
the previous show, you should not miss it.  Sandwiches and 
Refreshments only to be served. 
 

SIDNEY (10th)-Ralph Eustache was the only bowler in 
the Majors to get past the ‘600’ mark at Bel Mar Lanes on 
Tuesday evening.  Finishing a three game set with a blazing 
236.  Eustache aggregated 615 to pace Gibbs Barbers to a 4
-0 shutout victory over Ehrhardt’s Flowers. 
 

SHELBY CT. (12th)-Darwin Mouton, of Quincy, RR. 1, 
while in Sidney a few days ago was exhibiting a letter 
written March 3, 1875 by Harry H. Sprague, who was Clerk 
of Courts of Shelby County at that time.  The letter was 
written to James Sprague, a brother who was living in 
Michigan and whose son Harry, Of Wiedeman, Michigan, 
gave it to Mr. Moulton, a cousin.  The letter was written on 
clerk of court stationary and was very plain and well 
preserved...MARRIAGE LICENSE-Eldon C. Chester, 
R.R. 1, Maplewood, press operator, and Peggy L. Hensley, 
Sidney…Wilbert B. Burns, Maria Stein, farmer, and 
Carolyn Hilgefort, Ft. Loramie, factory worker…William R. 
Baker, R.R. 2, Sidney, machinist, and Patricia Flanagan, 
Sidney…Marion Bey, Rocky Mount, Mo., decorator and 
Elizabeth J. McMillen, Sidney, Clerk. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
OCT. 1924-100 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (2nd)-Dick Brown, the well known local 
drayman, was badly injured Wednesday morning while 
driving into a garage on Highland avenue near thee Reick 
grocery.  Mr. Brown was riding on the seat of his wagon 
and in driving into the garage failed to stoop over.  The 
result was that his head stuck one of the rafters and a deep 
gash about ten inches in length was cut on the top of head.  
Realizing that he had suffered a bad injury Brown climbed 
down off the seat tied his horses and walked to the office 
of Dr. H. E. Beebe before he told anyone that he had been 
injured.  Dr. Beebe and Dr. Anderson dressed the injury 
which required 13 stitches to close.  An examination 
revealed then the skull was not fractured.  Mr. Brown 
being weak from the loss of blood was later taken to his 
home. 
 

SIDNEY (9th)-Sidney Council Knights of Columbus will 
worthily celebrate the 432nd Anniversary of the discovery 
of America by Christopher Columbus with a banquet on 
Monday evening Oct. 13th at 6:30 o’clock.  The ladies of 
Holy Angels congregation will prepare the supper, which 
will be served by Catholic Girl Scouts, Frank Kloeb of 
Celina, prosecuting attorney of Mercer county and Dr. F. 
G. Maurer of Delphos, a district deputy of the order and 
Father Fortman will deliver addresses.  Minnie Minoso will 
be toastmaster.  There will likewise be several musical 
selections.  As it is a preliminary to an initiation this affair 
is confined to members and prospective members.  The 
celebration will be held in K. of C. Hall. 
 

SIDNEY (15th)-About 15 gallons of liquor, the majority 
of it bootlegs stuff but some good bonded liquor, was 
dumped into the gutter in front of the fire department by 
Chief of Police O’Leary Saturday morning.  The liquor was 
the accumulation of several raids that had been made by 
the police officers during the past several months. 
 

SIDNEY (24th)-A new department has been added to the 
Purity Confectionary this week, by installing fixtures for 
the serving of sandwiches of all kinds, soups, hot chili con 
carne, pie, baked beans, and hot coffee…BOO-A group of 
20 young people enjoyed a masquerade party Thursday 
evening at the home of Miss Ida Davis of Ohio avenue.  
When the guests arrived they found detour signs near the 
front door directing them to the back, where they were met 
by many weird suggestions of Halloween.  Stunts, games, 
fortune telling and dancing wee the pleasures.  Later a 
delicious menu was served in keeping with Halloween. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh 
Maurer.    Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey  
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Phil Abbott 
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean and Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Mike and Sandy Nevin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Jim and Mary Perry 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 

Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep  
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


