
 

Historical Highlights November 2011 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome 

New Members: 
Josephine Fogt, Sidney 

Sylvia Wagner Haywood, Florida 
Rudy and Linda Copeland, Sidney 

Jennifer Watkins, Sidney 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

Home for the Holidays DinnerHome for the Holidays DinnerHome for the Holidays DinnerHome for the Holidays Dinner 

 The Shelby County Historical Society would like to 
invite you to our annual Home for the Holidays Dinner on 
November 17, 2011, at the Great Stone Castle. 
 Join the Society in an evening of old fashioned holiday 
cheer as we celebrate a successful year of programming with a 
delightful Victorian meal to be served by The Spot Catering. 
 Please contact the Shelby County Historical Society to 
purchase your tickets, 937-498-1653.  Tickets are $30 for 
members and $35 for non-members. 

 We hope you will start your 

holiday season with us at the Great 

Stone Castle.          

Sponsored by: 

Christmas of YesterYear 

Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of 

Christmas’ of YesterYear!   All ages welcome.Christmas’ of YesterYear!   All ages welcome.Christmas’ of YesterYear!   All ages welcome.Christmas’ of YesterYear!   All ages welcome.    

Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each 
Chestnuts roasted on an open fire 

Build your own gingerbread house!  
Pottery Demonstrations    

Christmas Trees decorated by local schools  
Woodcarving demonstrations  

Cookies & Refreshments 
Toy train display 

Free admission for all! 

Saturday December 3th 11:00 Saturday December 3th 11:00 Saturday December 3th 11:00 Saturday December 3th 11:00 ----    4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.    

O P E N  H O U S E 

SAVE 10% 
ON BOOKS 

& GIFTS 

Never Let That Spirit Die 
 

Shearl Edler will be on hand for a  
book signing during our Open House. 

If you already have your book, bring it in!  
Books are still available for $11. 

Great Christmas Gift! 

11:00 a.m.  Till  4:00 p.m.11:00 a.m.  Till  4:00 p.m.11:00 a.m.  Till  4:00 p.m.11:00 a.m.  Till  4:00 p.m.    



 

A Word from the Director… October has been a busy month for the Shelby County 
Historical Society. Starting off Pioneer Day was held at the Shelby County fairgrounds on October 5, 2011 with 
over 750 4th graders getting to experience what it was like to live in the 1850s in Shelby County.  
     The Ohio Local Historical Alliance honored the Shelby County Historical Society with a "History 
Outreach Award” for its "Honoring Those Who Serve" events, held in September 2010. The Award 
Committee commented it was an outstanding contribution to the field of local history in Ohio. I accepted 
the award on the Society's behalf during the Ohio Local Historical Alliance annual meeting held in 
Columbus Ohio on October 8, 2011. 
     Bonnie Such, secretary in the Ohio Local Historical Alliance office stated, "I just wanted to tell you that when I 
read through your nomination for your "Honoring Those Who Serve" events, tears came to my eyes. Your event 
was amazing."  The Shelby County Historical Society may be just a small town historical society, but it has 
become one of the most highly decorated in the state of Ohio.  
     Nancy Junkins and I taught a session named "What Educators Really Want and How Local Historical 
Societies Can Assist Them" at the Ohio Local Historical Alliance meeting. There were 29 people who pre-
registered for the class, and we opted to create 35 hand-outs, but we still ran out. That is just part of the story. I 
am very pleased that several people have called or emailed our office for more information. It is really rewarding 
when you know that you can help other historical societies across the state. 
     The month of activities continued with the Shelby County Historical Society participating in the 
Downtown Fall Festival held on Oct 22, 2011. Trustee Carleen Pettit and I helped judge the costume 
contest, while Sharon Morhbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Rich Wallace passed out candy at the Ross 
Center.  It was a very sad moment when we ran out of candy and had to close the door at noon.  
     We couldn't think about it too long because we had to be off to the American Legion to put the 
finishing touches on the USO Show held at the American Legion. Over 400 people attended to give their 
support to our men and women who are stationed overseas. Thank you to the Dorothy Love, the American Legion 
and Auxiliary, VFW and Auxiliary, Veterans Services Office, the Blue Star Support Group, the Lockington 
Methodist Church Military Ministry, the Shelby County Libraries, AmVets, YMCA and the Shelby County Historical 
Society for forming a unique partnership and hosting a wonderful event for the community. 
        The weather caused us to postpone the Ghost Tours from Oct 19-20 to Oct 25-26, 2011, but nothing could 
dampen the good will that has been formed between the Masonic Temple, Aspen Wellness Clinic and the Shelby 
County Historical Society who all worked together to create this tour. 
     Well the month isn't quite over yet, Albert Dickas returned to Sidney on October 27 to host a book signing 
of his latest book entitled The Eclectic Pen of William Binkley, at the Ross Historical Center. 
     In our quiet moments, the staff and volunteers have been taking the 9/11 exhibit down and dressing the Ross 
Historical Center for the Holidays. 

— Tilda Phlipot    Tilda Phlipot    Tilda Phlipot    Tilda Phlipot     
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VOLUNTEERS 

September Volunteer Info: 
100 Volunteers 

621 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for September: 
Blanche McClain 

Vera Piper 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In September, 3860 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
2 hidden clues this month: 1. Sidney 29th 
- Lycanthrope is a werewolf and 2. Fort 
Loramie 13 - The original Texas Chain 
Saw Massacre came out in 1974.  

The 1st clue was found by:  
The 2nd clue was found by: Larry 

Roettger, Phil Valentine, Robert Campbell, 
and Ginny Thompson 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  
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Shelby County Democrat 
125 Years Ago – November – 1886 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (5TH) – The “melancholy days of November, the 
saddest of the year,” were introduced with decidedly pleasant 
weather on Monday…William Carper, living in the west side of 
Clinton township raised 92 bushels of turnips on the 35 square 
rods.  Who can beat that? 
 

BOTKINS – Quite a number of our residents will avail 
themselves of the cheap excursion rates to Chicago on Monday 
next…Iiams & Knest are fitting up the vacant room on the east 
side of the hotel building as a restaurant.  The present restaurant 
room will be an office room….G.W. Swim, our postmaster, is 
confined to his bed by a slight indisposition. 
 

SIDNEY (12) – Robert Close, of Turtle Creek Township, claims 
the champion turkey hen of the county, it having laid 103 eggs 
during the summer…Prof. Crooker & Co.’s “Celebrated 
Equireationals,” or trained horse show will appear at 
Monumental Hall, three nights, Nov.18, 19 & 20… The 
Women’s Home Missionary Society will hold a “thank offering” 
at the M.E. church on Tuesday afternoon and evening, 
November 16th, at which time money, clothing, groceries, or 
anything this society can use for the poor, will be gladly received.  
A suitable program has been arranged to make the entertainment 
one of profit to all…The Holy Angels Catholic church received a 
new pipe organ this week.  It was built at Salem, Ohio, and is of 
white walnut wood and finely finished.  Wednesday evening a 
large number of the members of the church and citizens of 
Sidney collected in the church to hear the instrument tested. 
 

SIDNEY (19) – The Poplar Street Skating Rink was formally 
opened for the season on Tuesday evening with a grand 
masquerade skate.  There was a large attendance, and the 
enjoyment of the occasion was up to the old time standard.  The 
management has arranged for superior attractions for the season.  
For the present the rink will be open on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings…A firm composed of E.A. Ferree, T. F. Wilkinson and 
W. C. Johnston has been organized for the making of corn meal 
by the roller process.  The firm has leased for 5 years the old 
furniture factory on Walnut street.  It is the purposed to have the 
machinery in operation by the 1st of January.  The mill will have a 
capacity of 150 barrels in 24 hours and will require over 300 
barrels of corn daily. 
 

JACKSON CENTER- The Choralurian will give a concert and 
box supper on Thanksgiving evening.  All are cordially invited. 
Two hundred and sixty six yeas ago we first celebrated 
Thanksgiving…Lewis Applegate has moved to our place and 
opened a furniture store…James A. Hughes is doing a thriving 
business in the way of supplying the people with harness & 
robes. 
 

BOTKINS (26) – F. M. Hemmert and Phil Sheets have erected 
a private telephone between their respective business places.  It is 
satisfactory and answers their purpose, and at the same time it is 
no infringement on the Bell or Pan Electric…George Stegeman’s 
incubator hatched 80% of the eggs placed in the machine last 
hatching. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
The Sidney Daily News 

100 Years Ago – November 1911 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (1st) – The Olympia Candy Kitchen will celebrate their 
first anniversary on Saturday, November 4.  Since taking charge 
of the Applegate stand on the east side of the public square, the 
Olympia has become a perfect bower of beauty in its 
appointments, equal in every way to the finest candy kitchen in 
the larger cities.  Nothing has been spared looking to the comfort 
of their patrons, while the service is all that anyone could wish.  
All their candies are homemade, the candy making department 
being located directly in the rear of the store where at almost any 
time the Olympia people may be seen at work preparing fresh 
made candies for their patrons.  The door to this room is always 
open and visitors are welcome to see the care and cleanliness that 
obtains in making the product of the Olympia, whose candies 
have won the hearts of our people, as is shown by the great 
growth of the business of the Olympia in the year they have been 
in our midst. 
 

SIDNEY (4th) – East Sidney Couple Disappear – Last 
Wednesday, Mrs. Jane Andrews, of East Sidney, left home and 
no report has been received from her since as to where she has 
gone.  The same day John Kreitzer, also of East Sidney who lives 
in the same neighborhood as Andrews’ left home and no report 
has been received from him since he left.  It is presumed that 
they are together. Mrs. Andrews had been working at the Shroyer 
home southwest of Sidney.  Wednesday afternoon Mr. Andrews, 
who is employed at John Wagner’s Sons Brewery, but has not 
been working on account of an injury to his back was at home.  
Mrs. Andrews came to the house and packed her suit case.  Mr. 
Andrews thought it strange she was putting the clothes in the suit 
case when they were not washed and remarked about it but she 
said she was going to the Shroyer’s and would wash them there 
and be there a couple of days.  With these remarks and bidding 
him good-bye and the 3 children age 11, 13, and 15 years, 
goodbye and left.  Mr. Kreitzer had been employed at the electric 
light plant in East Sidney.  He left his wife and one son without 
making any provision for her future. 
 
SIDNEY (8th) – Wanted Column: WANTED-An experienced 
girl for general housework, no washing.  Mrs. Chas. W. 
Benjamin, 930 Miami avenue. – 261t6wlt-WANTED-Ladies 
Help – Salary $2.00 day guaranteed to hustlers.  5 hustling lady 
canvassers wanted for special work in Sidney.  Steady work if you 
can produce, address now. – Crew Manager, care of this office. 
26lt3…Girls 16 years of age and over to learn the cigar making 
trade.  Will be well paid while learning and excellent wages can be 
earned after the trade is acquired.  The Deisel Wemner Co., 
43dwtf. 
 

SIDNEY (22nd) – The Knights of Columbus will give their 
annual Thanksgiving social in their hall on Wednesday evening, 
November 29, 1911.  Special preparations have been made for a 
large crowd, out of town guests being expected.  The usual 
entertaining program will be carried out and an appetizing lunch 
catered in from the Spot.  Excellent music will be one of the 
delightful features of the evening. 
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Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

 
President:          Rich Wallace 
Vice-President: Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Linda DeVelvis 
Treasurer:          Tom Seving 
Trustees:            Julie Gilardi, Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
                           Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb VanTilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:       Anne  & Dean  Morrow, Albert Dickas 

NON  PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIDNEY, OH 45365 

PERMIT #31 

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 

Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


