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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Paul and Linda Keller, Sidney
Carole Leffler, Sidney
Jeff and Nancy Shreves, Sidney
Richard Braun, Sidney
Gerald and Barbara Thomas, Sidney
Bob and Diane Dobras, Sidney

New Legacy Partner:
Quilts for Keeps, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Life
$500 Individual
$1,000 Family

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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ICome for the FColidays Dinner

The Shelby County Historical Society would like to
invite you to our annual Home for the Holidays Dinner on
November 15, 2012, at the Great Stone Castle.

Join the Society in an evening of old
fashioned holiday cheer as we celebrate a -
successful year of programming with a
delightful Victorian meal to be served by
The Spot Catering.

Please contact the Shelby County
Historical Society to purchase your tickets,
937-498-1653.  Tickets are $30 for
members and $35 for non-members.

We hope you will start your holiday

season with us at the Great Stone Castle.

WE SHARE Yoy
PALEANM FOR

LOCAL H!STORY.

Tilda Phlipot and Jennifer Gariety accepting our latest
Ohio Local History Alliance Outreach Award for

III

"How 9/11 Changed Our Lives Forever!
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% Craft Show \y

November
8-9-10
Ross Historical Center
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Eclitor,

Thanks so much for the wonderful newsletter. MLJ husband and | enjoy it even though my

husband isn't from Sidney or Shelby County!
Brenda V.

Tilda,
[t is unfortunate that the citizens voted down the levy, but not unexpected. For many
years voters have rejected school levies and other initiatives that would have increased
their tax burden by a few dollars. Prime example: Sidney voters in 1999 rejected the levy
to operate the new Sidney High School, which sat empty for a year before they came to
their senses and it passed by a few votes the following year.

[ hope the enclosed check helps.
John M.

Dear Tilcla,

We were so sorry to learn of the failure of the levy.
Enclosed is a donation. When our su]oscription comes up for renewal in Fe]oruan] of (2013,
we will move up to the Legacg level of $250.
The work of the Society is very important to us.
Sincerelg,

Roger and Pamela

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” « hank yoq,

hidden clue this month:

Sidney (4th) - Julia Lamb donated the VOLUNTEERS
land in 1913 not 1912 September Volunteer Info:
Kirkwood - Mulligrubs are not good bait. 91 Volunteers
658 Hours

The clue was found by:

Patricia Francis Volunteer gift certificate

winners for September:
Cathy Clayton

Steve Egbert
The clue will be found ONLY in

\} the “Out of the Past” section. Congratulations! Thank you to all
P our volunteers! We depend on you!

In September, 5482 people

participated in SCHS programs.




The 5th Annual Ghost Tour

This is our most popular event during the year! We were able to take over
260 guests on the tour. This year we tried something new! We wanted to include the
old Children’s Home in the tour and we decided the best way to accomplish this was by bus.
The tour was a sell out success, much to the dismay of the folks that waited too long to get a ticket!
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First United Methodist Church and Dial-A-
Ride buses made this a comfortable tour'
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The Masomc Lodge brlngs to life the
forefathers of our country
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Rich Wallace portraying C.H.
B St Roman at Graceland.

Neil Allen portraying
Photos by: James Loos Lavern “Lefty” Bevins

at the Children’s Home

Faye Spangler at the Thedieck
mausoleum in Graceland.

A Special Thanks to:

Rich Wallace, Neil Allen, Ralph Fearnley, Jeff Gillman, Sylvia Smith, Stacy Smith, Ben Bowers,
Greg Bowers, Roy Morlock, Ross Moore, Gary Pitts, Robert Allen, Faye Spangler, Julie
Gilardi, Linda DeVelvis, Carleen Pettit, Tilda Phlipot, Sharon Mohrbacher, Herb Minchew,
Taylor Warner, The Mason Lodge, The Eastern Star Members, The Aspen Wellness Center,
Sidney First United Methodist Church, and Dial-A-Ride.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
~Helen Keller~




Fhe Childrens Fome

To honor our recent Ghost Tour in October we present you with the

story of how the Children’s Home came to be.

The majority of this

information comes from “Voices from the Past” by Rich Wallace.

Have you ever been inside an old
house and wondered - if these old walls
could talk, what stories would they tell? A
tour through the stately old Children’s Home
compels one to ask just that question. If you
listen closely enough, you can almost hear
the laughter of the children mingles with the
staccato issuance of orders by the matron.

children were kept at the Shelby County
Infirmary, the home for destitute and insane
adults. No one intervened on behalf of the
children. After Logan County completed its
home, no one in Shelby County stepped
forward on behalf of the children to suggest
the construction for a home for them.

On June

What about in the
beginning? What
circumstances
compelled our
citizens to build such
a magnificent
structure? The story
of the Children’s
Home is one born of
tragedy and the
resulting commitment
of a community to
address the problem.

After the guns
of the Civil War fell
silent, 300 Shelby
County families were
feeling the effects of
the loss of a loved one. That was, combined
with short life expectancies caused by
diseases such as cholera and smallpox made
children orphans at an early age. The Ohio
General Assembly passed legislation
authorizing the construction of children’s
homes in 1866.  Although surrounding
counties soon constructed homes, it would be
more than 30 years before Shelby County
followed suit.

In the meantime, what about the little
children who had no parents? No one
seemed to care. If no relatives were
available to take them in, less than
satisfactory arrangements were made
elsewhere. For years, a number of the

26, 1892 a
| county Board
of  Visitors
W a S
appointed by
Judge Richie
to tour all
charitable
l institutions
and report

it h e 1 r
$Hcondition.
[l On  June 6,
1893 the
B oard
- : rendered its
verdict to the county commissioners: Shelby
County needed a children’s home - its
construction should be a top priority.
Politics reared its ugly head, however.
Republicans backed the issue, which meant
the Democrats were of course opposed. A
stalemate appeared inevitable.

In the early 1890s, the General
Assembly passed a law forbidding just what
Shelby County was doing: housing children
in an Infirmary. The Commissioners were
faced with a mandate: comply with the law
and make other housing arrangements for
those 1in the county’s care. The
Commissioners took steps to transfer 16
children from the Infirmary to the Logan



County Children’s Home at a cost of $1.75
per child per week. Now money was also an
issue. Among those shipped to Bellefontaine
were Shang Effie May, Frank and Fred
Williams, and Carey and Ida Barbee.

Some were left behind. Among
them: little three year old Evelyn Wyford.
Her mother was in the insane ward at the
Infirmary. After some thought,
Superintendent Guthrie decided to advertise
beautiful, blonde haired Evelyn for adoption.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Strickland of
Middletown applied and the adoption was
completed. Evelyn left for a strange town
with her new parents.

former resident, Lavern “Lefty” Bevans, a
home for her was found with J.W. Keefe and
his wife. He was also an engineer with the
Big Four Railroad.

Mrs. Strickland disappeared and was
never found or sufficiently punished.

A sense of shame settled over the
community. Government and community
leaders were determined to act so that
nothing like that would ever happen again.
An Advisory Committee consisting of A.J.
Hess, S.L. Wicoff and S.J. Hatfield was
appointed by new Judge J.D. Barnes. Soon,
representatives were touring children’s

homes throughout

Sadly
newspaper
reports in the
Cincinnati
Enquirer  of
July 1893
stated that the
child had been |
the target of [Eeg:
fits of insane g
rage by the
adopted mother |
includin gj
having  her -
tender body being bruised and marked from
head to toe, and around her three year old
throat were the prints of strangling fingers.
The neighbors there had reported never
seeing the child and only knowing of her
presence by the screams of pain. She had
been abused and tortured for every action she
took until finally, the insane woman’s
husband, an engineer on the Big Four
Railway, reported her to authorities as even
he had been afraid of his wife and had not
intervened in the abuse of Evelyn. When
Superintendent Guthrie read of the case, he
rushed to Cincinnati for her rescue, but
several other families anxious to adopt poor
little Evelyn came forward. According to the
Children’s Home book later published by a

the state with the
intention of
building a
children’s home
that would be “the
finest in  the

state.” There
were of course
some  obstacles

along the way. A
levy issue to raise
funds was placed
on the ballot and
passed on
November 10, 1893. (Republicans claimed
victory) The county commissioners also
struggled with site selection. Competing
were the McCraken, Fielding, Doorley,
Duncan and Orbison farms. After consulting
landscape architect Herman Haerline of
Cincinnati, the 142 acre Duncan farm was
chosen for its commanding view of the river
and the city. A dispute immediately ensued
after the Commissioners announced their
intention to construct a new road to the home
to be known as the “Children’s Home Pike.”
Area residents were bitterly opposed,
complaining the road would be very
“expensive and of doubtful utility.” It is now
considered one of the most beautiful drives
in the county.



Casting a cloud over the bid opening in 1894 was sad news received the same day.
Frederick Woodruff, the young son of Bertha Woodruff of Sidney died in the Logan County
home on August 29 after his transfer there from Sidney. Incredibly, Infirmary officials in
Sidney were not notified until December 7. County officials were more determined that ever to
properly provide for the children in this county.

County officials assembled on top of the beautiful and windswept hill that was to be the
site of the home for the laying of the cornerstone on May 31, 1895. A box containing
appropriate documents was placed behind the cornerstone. On the minds of those present must
have been Evelyn Wyford and Frederick Woodruff. This would be a children’s home to
prevent such cruelties inflicted on helpless children. It would stand as a hallmark to the
commitment of Shelby County to her children for future generations.

Over two years would pass before the home was completed. Thirty-five children
arrived by train from Logan County on October 15, 1897 to occupy their new home. It is
interesting to note that both black and white children were accepted into the home from its
founding. The records indicate that black twins named George Washington and Daniel Henry
were housed in the nursery and were just learning to walk although they seldom utter a word.
Another early child of note was named Frank Allen of Dinsmore Township, whose stepmother
had been fined $100 and court costs and sentenced to 10 days in jail for beating him in 1897.
He was described as having a damaged arm and sores all over his body with a baby face so sad
that he saddened all around him.

Besides the main building, there were two identical cottages built on either side and
connected to the main building with roofed corridors with glass sides. The cottage to the north
was for the girls and that to the south for the boys. Each cottage had its own adult resident
called a governess in charge. The cottages were torn down in 1992.

Indeed the Trustees felt that these children should be entirely cut off from the outside
world so there were strict regulations. Visitors were only permitted with a special pass and then
only from 9-11 am and 2-4 pm except Saturdays and Sundays. Parents and relatives would only
be permitted visits from 1-4 the first Thursday of each month. All mail and any article that was
to go out of the Home or into it could not do so without the inspection of the Superintendent or
Matron. Visitors noted the docility of the children so that one wonders if the official references
that sometimes refer to them as inmates were more fitting that the officials knew.

This aerial photo of the Children’s Home
was taken some time in the 1970s



SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
125 Years Ago-1887-November
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (4) — The city prison has been prepated as a
lodging house for tramps. A room 15x18 feet has been
partitioned off, and a coal stove will be provided. For each
tramp remaining over night the township trustees will pay
25 cents... The All Saints’ and All Souls’ Days, occurring on
Tuesday and Wednesday respectively, were observed in the
Catholic church. The latter is a holy day of obligation, and
is observed the world over. A person in Sidney who has
been a member of the church for nearly half a century says
that never, until last Wednesday, did it fail to rain on All
Souls’ Day.

SIDNEY (11) — To elect a Sheriff of Shelby county has for
nearly 30 years meant to put in that office a Democrat.
The last Republican who ever served in that capacity was
Joel F. Skillen, who was elected in 1857. Shortly before his
time expired the law in reference to the term was changed,
extending his time three weeks. For this additional term he
was called on to give a new bond. He refused to do so, and
Coroner Smith, by virtue of his office, entered upon the
duties of Sheriff for the three weeks” term. In the fall of
1861 Matthew McConaughey, Democrat, was elected, and
since then, until last Tuesday, no one but Democrats have
been successful in election for the office. The election of
G. E. Allinger is, therefore, something out of the usual
order. The only objection this paper has to Mr. Allinger is
that he was elected as the representative of a party whose
principles the Democrat does not endorse. It is certainly a
high compliment to Mr. Allinger to know that he is so
popular with the people of Shelby county that he has been
enabled to do that which no other man did in a quarter of a
century. He has lived in this county 40 years-since he was
six years old, and as a miller he probably is as well known
as the next man. He has lived in Port Jefferson 14 years,
and in that time had held various township offices. There
is no reason why he will not make an excellent Sheriff, and
in pursuit of this intent he will be endorsed by the 2000 or
more Democrats who did not vote for him.

BOTKINS — Dr. Nuding is erecting a fine residence on
Main street... The new Excelsior works adjoining Notris,
Hasting & Co.’s warehouse are ready to start up...P. Sheets
is feeding 350 Cotswold sheep...Andrew Roth has quite a
large number of logs in his mill yard...Why do they let
turkey’s join the bandr..Eleven houses were erected in
Botkins this summer...Nortis, Hasting & Co. ate putting a
grain dump and elevators into their warehouse. J. B. Greve
has painted his store rooms and post office front red.
Twelve car loads of hogs have been shipped from Botkins
this fall.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — 1912 — November
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (8) — Aviator Eddie Korn, who formerly lived at
Montra, has made arrangements to make an aeroplane
flight in this city, Saturday, November 9 from the Shelby
County fair grounds. He will make four or five flights
between the hours of 10AM and 2PM in his Benoist
machine which is conceded by aviators to be one of the
best flying machines made. During the past season he has
been making flights in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky
and Tennessee. In all he has made over 700 flights since
he became an air traveler.

QUESTION: If April showers bring May flowers, what
does a May flower bring?

SIDNEY (15) — An enthusiastic meeting of poultry
fanciers was held at the office of Logan W. Marshall
Wednesday evening for the purpose of discussing the
matter of having a poultry and pet stock show in this city
in the near future. After considerable discussion, it was
decided to have an exhibition beginning December 17 and
ending December 21. Charles McLea, of New London, an
expert poultry man, will be one of the judges.

ROUNDHEAD (22) — Between 25 and 30 people in and
near Roundhead were poisoned Saturday and Sunday by
eating new buckwheat flour in which it is thought some
poison vegetable grew and had been ground. Joseph
Clevenger, who lives near Roundhead, on the Auglaize
county line, took a load of buckwheat to Cherokee mill
near Huntsville on Friday to be ground. On his journey
homeward, he sold the flour to about six families. Ever
person who ate buckwheat cakes made of the flour were
more or less affected for 6-12 hours.

TAWAWA — A great deal of talk has been done in the last
two weeks about a mysterious noise during the night time.
It is thought to be some kind of a wild animal. It is lurking
in the woods of David Shanley, J. N. Dormire and Wm.
Blackford, 3 miles northeast of this place. Several old
hunters went hunting for it Sunday. They found where it
had been trailing along a small stream; its tracks are similar
to that of a dog but much larger. Up to the present time
no one has seen the animal. There has been no stock
missing which the animal might use for food but the
neighborhood would be glad to see it killed.

ANNA - Fred E. Baker of the Colt Lyceum Bureau of
Entertainers will lecture at the K. G. E. hall at Anna Friday
evening, Nov. 29. This is the first number on the Lecture
Course, so there is yet time to purchase a season ticket at
Harry G. Hageberger’s clothing store. Do not fail to hear
Fred Baker Friday evening,.
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