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Welcome 

New Members: 
John and Tara Adams, Sidney, OH 
Rick and Pam Gambill, Sidney, OH 

Philip Crusey, Piqua, OH 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 
 

Home for the Home for the Home for the Home for the     
Holidays DinnerHolidays DinnerHolidays DinnerHolidays Dinner    

When: November 21, 2013 @ 6:15 p.m.When: November 21, 2013 @ 6:15 p.m.When: November 21, 2013 @ 6:15 p.m.When: November 21, 2013 @ 6:15 p.m.    
Where: GreatStone Castle Where: GreatStone Castle Where: GreatStone Castle Where: GreatStone Castle ----    429 N. Ohio Ave.429 N. Ohio Ave.429 N. Ohio Ave.429 N. Ohio Ave.    
Tickets: Members $35 NonTickets: Members $35 NonTickets: Members $35 NonTickets: Members $35 Non----Members $45Members $45Members $45Members $45    
 

 This year will look back at our many Civil 
War exhibit and program accomplishments as well 
as a preview our Journey Stories era initiated by 
the traveling “Journey StoriesJourney StoriesJourney StoriesJourney Stories” exhibit from the 
Smithsonian’s Museums on MainStreet Program.  
Special entertainment will be provided by Kelly Kelly Kelly Kelly 
Connor SpallingerConnor SpallingerConnor SpallingerConnor Spallinger who has several CDs on the 
market.  Please join us for a wonderful evening to 
celebrate our history and your Historical Society. 

In the photo is Maggie 
Marconi ( OLHA President), 

Faye Spangler (Exhibit 
Coordinator), Tilda Phlipot 
(Society Director), and Julie 

Gilardi (our President). 

SCHS Receives 11th Award       
  

     The Ohio Local History Alliance honored the 

Shelby County Historical Society with an History 

Outreach Award for the Native American 

Experience during its annual convention on 

October 4, 2013, in Columbus, Ohio.  Maggie 

Marconi, president of OLHA shared with the 

audience that Martin “Tall Horse” Chambers had 

requested that the SCHS help him share the story 

of the Native Americans who still live in Shelby 

County. Chambers past away on Memorial Day and 

never got to see his dream come to life.  She 

requested that the audience give a moment of 

silence to honor Chambers, as Tilda Phlipot 

director of the SCHS walked to the podium to 

receive the award. 
      

     This makes the 11th award that the Society has 

received in the past 12 years.  The Native American 

Gathering was honored because the project 

touched audiences of all ages.  Phlipot shared, 

“The Native American Gathering is a perfect 

example of how unique partnerships can provide 

wonderful opportunities for the community.”  



 

2013 Ghost Tour 
Photos by: James Loos 
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VOLUNTEERS 

September Volunteer Info: 
42 Volunteers 

569 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

 for September: 
Marianne Helmlinger 

Farrel Kaplin 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In September,  
3,143 people participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Shelby County: The Little Brown Jug 
Horse Race started in 1939 

Sidney (17th)-A Gilt is a pig that has 
 not had a litter. 

 

The clue was found by: 
No one  found the September Clues 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

A special THANK YOU 
to all the volunteers that 

help make our Ghost Tour 
so successful each year!  

We couldn’t do it  
without you! 

Sheriff John Lenhart 
as Constable  

George Kenneaster 

Rusty Schwepe as  
Christian Kingseed 

Dr. Steve Littleton as Sgt. Baker 

Tour guide  

Jane Jones 
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In honor of Veteran’s Day we dedicate this portion of the newsletter to one of Sidney’s own brave 

finest who paid the ultimate price in the service of his country. 
 

Stories of Bravery and Layers of Irony Pervade 

 Every American Military Conflict 

The story of Sidney’s own Robert J. Gold 
is no exception to that sad rule.  Those who 
graduated in SHS’s class of 1965, those who 
visited the Healing Field and 
traveling Vietnam Wall, and those 
who walk the Veterans Memorial 
Walkway through Tawawa Park 
all know that Robert Gold is an 
American hero who died for his 
country as a true patriot in 1967.  
What none of us knew before 
2012—not even his widow 
Carleen Gold Pettit—was that 
Bob Gold had been awarded the 
Bronze Star for valor forty-six 
years earlier for his actions in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

How could such an 
oversight occur?  Reading the 
biography of this humble young 
man surprises and saddens the 
reader by the tragic twists of his 
life and of his death.  Life was not 
easy for Bob, who was the second 
of five children.  When Bob was 
only five, his father died leaving 
his mother alone to raise the 
family.  In spite of that early 
sadness, Bob dreamed big and 
had put action to those dreams by 
his middle school years as he 
used his love of music and 
apparent talent to begin lessons 
on the bass guitar.  By the start of 
high school in 1961, he had 
joined a number of bands playing 
all over the Sidney area in groups 
named The Check Mates, The 
Yellow Jackets, Stan White and 
the Misty Echoes, and The Little 
Green Men.  Improbable as it 
seems for a fatherless kid from Sidney, Bob’s 
drive and talent were recognized by a manager.  
Even though the manager moved to Florida  

Bob’s senior year, Bob was determined to 
follow, which he did as soon as his 1965 
graduation permitted.  Once in Florida where his 

m a n a g e r  o w n e d  a 
recording studio, Bob 
began cutting records since 
by then he was also a lead 
singer although by day he 
delivered Western Union 
telegrams to survive.  Who 
would believe the irony of 
this small town boy writing 
and recording a song titled, 
“I’m the Talk of the 
Town”?  Before long, it 
was #1 on Cape Canaveral 
playlists, and eventually 
Nashville producers sent 
the song across the nation 
where it became a top ten 
hit in 1965.  
 However, just as Bob 
seemed to be realizing his 
long-sought dream, the 
nightmare that became 
Vietnam invaded in the 
form of a draft notice in 
November.  Dutifully, Bob 
returned to Ohio, and by 
December 15th, he was at 
Fort Lewis for boot camp 
in the U.S. Army.  Just as 
his musical dreams had 
begun to materialize, so 
had his love for his high 
school sweetheart Carleen 
Fridley.  She had earlier 
convinced her parents to 
permit her to live with the 
family of Bob’s music 
manager that previous 

summer and work as the family’s babysitter.  
That must have been a magical time for them 
both with Bob’s music successes and Carleen’s  
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attendance at his performances in Florida that 
summer before her senior year.  Once again that 
sad irony of timing struck.  By late August, 
Carleen had returned to Ohio for her senior year 
at Fairlawn High School, and by December, Bob 
would be in the U.S. Army.  That magic of 1965 
would vaporize.  Bob’s date with fate was less 
than two years away. 

While in basic training, 
his friends there noted Bob never 
talked of his music success or 
interrupted career, but instead this 
humble future hero did his job 
being trained on a special weapon 
named the Davy Crockett.  This 
was certainly no frontier weapon 
but a recoilless rifle capable of 
launching a small nuclear device.  
Years later, a fellow soldier also 
so trained discovered that if 
anyone trained on this 
experimental weapon had actually 
fired it, that rifleman would have 
been radiated by the ensuing 
nuclear fallout.  Ironically, Bob 
escaped such a fate that would 
have been delivered by the Davey 
Crockett; sadly he would not 
escape that later fateful February day in 
Vietnam. 

In spite of their separation, Bob and 
Carleen’s love had blossomed into a 
commitment to marry.  So in August 1966, when 
Bob had his final leave home before deployment, 
they married in Sidney to enjoy only that two 
week leave to live as husband and wife.  How far 
away that idyllic Florida summer must have 
seemed to them both on September 21st as Bob 
stood waiting to board a bus that would take him 
to the Tacoma dock where the Nelson M. Walker 
was moored.  On September 22nd, the ship left, 
separating Bob forever from his country, his 
dream, and his bride. 

By February of 1967, Bob’s group, the 
2/12th had become part of Operation Junction 
City when components of 3rd Infantry Division 
began a massive invasion into the War Zone C 
strongholds north of Tay Ninh.  Bob’s brigade 
was attached to the 25th Division to become a 
blocking force to prevent enemy forces escaping  

into Cambodia.  They were to conduct search 
and destroy operations east and west of Highway 
22.  Actually there had been only one day of 
enemy contact previous to that tragic day for 
Bob Gold.  On that February 26th day, Bob 
ironically had not even been scheduled to be 
with a line company.  The man normally 

attached was due for R and R 
(rest and recuperation), so Bob 
took his place.  And thus 
began the events that would 
end Sgt. Bob Gold’s life. 
Piecing together what 
happened on the day Bob lost 
his life was made possible 
through after-action reports, 
interviews, and a battle book. 
 

 “During Operation 

Junction City I, until 14 March 

there was only one unit with 

significant enemy contact.  On 

February 25th, early in the 

day, B/2/12, vic XT046836, 

was engaged with an 

estimated VC platoon.  The VC 

used the ruse of tying a piece 

of common wire similar to the 

type used to command and detonate mines, 

across the anticipated route of the American 

unit.  When the point man reached the wire, he 

followed it to the end where he was ambushed 

and killed by small arms…” (taken from Alpha’s 

Pride,vol.13,issue 4, 1 April, 2013.) 

 

Casey Kramarczyk: (26 
February 1967) The defensive artillery 
fire was coming in all around us as they 
moved in closer and closer to our lines.  
They got the artillery pretty close and 
then we were told to move back in the 
same direction that we entered.  I and 
another buddy of mine started pulling 
back and before we made it to the trench 
line, I could hear someone calling out to 
me, “Casey, over here.”  It was a medic.  
He was treating Bob Gold who was 
propped up against a tree facing towards 
the trench line to our rear. 

 

Bob and Carleen on  

their wedding Day. 
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I went over to him and saw that 
he had wounds and was bleeding badly.  I 
told the medic that we needed to pull 
back and soon, as the artillery would be 
moved into this position shortly.  The 
medic told me he wasn’t leaving Gold.  I 
told him, “Of course not.  We’re going to 
have to work together to move him.”  I 
looked down at Bob and told him that we 
needed to move.  I explained that it was 
going to be painful, but we had no 
choice. 

I bent down and he grabbed me 
by my sleeve and pulled me down to tell 
me something.  He could just barely 
speak, but I believe he said, “My wife, 
tell her I love her.”  I told him there was 
no time for that right now.  All of us had 
to get away. 

Bob Gold died in that trench 
before the battle ended.  The artillery and 
small arms fire went on for quite a while 
but eventually took its toll on the VC, 
and the enemy fire gradually subsided.  

 By the time B/3/22 arrived, the 
battle basically had ended. 
(taken from Alpha’s Pride,vol.13,issue 4, 

1 April, 2013.) 

 

 But not the final irony associated with 
Bob Gold’s death.  For forty-six years Bob’s 
family and friends had been unaware of his 
decoration for valor.  Fellow soldier Bill 
Comeau, whose article provided much of the 
material for this piece, discovered in an email 
early in 2012, a document listing the names of 
men awarded medals for action in 3rd Brigade of 
the 4th Infantry Division.  As the company 
historian, he spotted Bob Gold’s name, contacted 
Carleen for details leading up to the award, and 
soon discovered from Carleen that no one had 
ever been notified.  Carleen’s contacting our 
local veterans group continued the chain of 
events culminating in a special ceremony on 
February 26, 2013, at the Sidney American 
Legion Hall.  During that celebration of Bob’s 
heroism, seven remembrance candles were lit not 
only for Bob but also for the other men who had 
lost their lives during those two days of intense 
battle there.   

So how did this final irony occur?  One 
of the veterans who had helped unravel the 
mystery suggested “the document was placed in 
his [Bob’s] 201 personnel file and promptly 
forgotten about.  It happens, but it really should 
not have….”  Just as many other events in this 
strange saga should not have happened.   

What follows is the actual citation which 
at last was read to honor Sgt. Robert J. Gold, the 
small-town boy who dreamed big and died with 
valor serving us all. 

 This simple 

jungle boots/guitar/

black cloak were on 

display at the 

presentation at the 

American Legion in 

Sidney.  It represents 

the aspirations and 

sense of duty that 

marked Bob Gold’s 

short life.  His family 

can take comfort in 

the fact that his 

gallantry was finally 

acknowledged. 
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Headquarters 25th Infantry Division General Orders  

3 April 1967 Number 1161 
 
Award of the Bronze Star Medal for Heroism 
1. TC 320.  The following AWARD is announced. 
 
GOLD, ROBERT J. US52654531 SGT E5HHC, 2d Bn, 12th Inf, 3d Bde, 4th Inf 
Div 
Awarded: Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device (Posthumously)  
Date action: 26 February 1967 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile 
force: 

 Sergeant Gold distinguished himself on 26 February 1967, in the 
Republic of Vietnam.  Sergeant Gold’s company was moving through the 
extremely thick jungle area, when an enemy base camp was discovered.  
During the advance on the enemy base camp, Sergeant Gold was with the 
lead platoon moving into the area when the company came under intense 
enemy machinegun fire.  The company immediately took up defensive 
positions, but Sergeant Gold found himself pinned down on one side of the 
trail, while his radio operator was pinned down on the other side.  The 
company received additional enemy automatic weapons fire from the rear 
and left flank.  Realizing the importance of radio contact in order to bring 
effective artillery fire on the enemy, Sergeant Gold determined to reach his 
radio operator’s location despite enemy automatic weapons fire. 
 He called to the radioman to remain in place as he then attempted to 
cross the road; however, he was seriously wounded in the left shoulder and 
hip.  Once again, without regard for his painful wounds and the intense 
enemy fire, Sergeant Gold desperately tried to reach his radio operator’s 
position, but was mortally wounded in the attempt.  This outstanding 
display of aggressiveness, devotion to duty, and personal bravery is in 
keeping with the highest standards of the military service and reflects great 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.   
 

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of Executive Order 
11046, dated 24 August 1962, and USARV message 16695, 1 July 1966. 
 
FOR THE COMMANDER: JASPER J. WILSON Colonel, GS Chief of Staff 
Robert S. Young LTCAGCA Adjutant General 

The citation for the Bronze Star Medal reads as follows: 



 

THE DEMOCRAT 
75 Years Ago-November-1938 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (9th) – A new musical organization will make its 
bow to Sidney audiences on Wednesday night November 
9th, when Franklin Schaefer’s band will appear in concert at 
the high school auditorium.  Mr. Schaefer’s purpose in 
forming this band is twofold.  First, to carry on the 
tradition which has been established by many fine bands 
Sidney has had in the past; and second, to provide an 
organization in which our youthful musicians can play.  
Members are: Nelson Wright, George Papas, Marvin Staley, 
John Longanecker, George Garrett, Fred Betcher, Robert 
Hergenrather, Chuck Foley, Arnold Whited, Richard 
Neville, Robert Rawhouse, Wm. Thoma, Wesley Johnson, 
Gus Korn, Harry Imboden, and Harold Lee.  Tickets may 
be obtained from any band member for 25 cents.  
 

JACKSON CENTER (14th) – The Ladies American club 
enjoyed a Halloween party at the home of Mrs. Mary 
Brackney on October 26th.  Winner of the prize for the 
contests which also pertained to Halloween was Mrs. 
Ardine Davis.  The hostess was assisted by the committee 
who were Miss Hazel Meranda, Mrs. Cleda Sprague, Mrs. 
Bernadine Heintz and Mrs. Cella Snyder…Mrs. Beryl 
Morris was hostess to the Junior Sororis club on last 
Wednesday evening at a party in keeping with the season.  
Mrs. Mabel Zorn was awarded first prize and Mrs. Wilma 
Heitz second in the contest.  At the conclusion of the 
evening supper was served by the committee, Mrs. Carmine 
Haas, Mrs. Sara Forsythe, Mrs. Mary Kathryn Stiefel, and 
the hostess. 
 

SIDNEY (18th) – Ralph Wiessinger and Ralph Cromes are 
announcing the leasing of the Ringelspaugh home at the 
corner of south Main avenue and east South street, in 
preparation for opening a funeral home there.  They plan 
to start redecorating at once and expect to have the new 
home ready for occupancy by December 1st. 
 

SIDNEY (21st) – Hallowe’en in all its glory and fun 
making was in full sway in Sidney Monday night as 
hundreds of people of Sidney and adjoining territory joined 
in the annual celebration sponsored by the Sidney 
Merchants’ association.  Merchants that donated price 
money were: Gallaghers Drugs, Thoma Jewelery, Spreen’s 
Novelty, Halberstein’s, Purity Confectionary, Isaly’s, 
Uhlman’s, Fred Salms’ Sons, Osborn Flower Shop, Kah’s 
Jewelry, Timeus Shoe, Rhees Clothing, Steinle Stove, 
Kaufman’s, Minton’s Market, Francis Appliance, Quality 
Dairy, Shelby Motor Co., Farmers Exchange, Monarch 
Cleaners, Franklin Thrift, Sexauer’s Bakery, Anderson 
Electric, Dr. F. L. Getrost, Quinn Wall Paper, The Spot, 
Eisenhut’s Drug, and Sidney Furniture.  

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
1913 NOVEMBER 100 Years Ago 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 
SIDNEY (7th) The Chautauqua Association has definitely 
closed the contract for a Chautauqua for Sidney with the 
Coit Alber Chautauqua Company of Cleveland.  It seems 
that this popular movement for the betterment of the 
moral, educational and business life of communities is 
spreading very rapidly over the country.  Under this circuit 
system the Bureau assumes the greater part of the risk and 
furnishes all the equipment, talent and printing.  The 
Association will elect permanent directors and officers in 
the spring.  The flowing public spirited men stand back of 
the movement with the Bureau and give it their 
endorsement:  O.B. Taylor, John Oldham, E. D. Kiser, 
Wm. A. Graham, Wm. H. Princehouse, James J. Busy, H. 
N. Dickensheets, Emory C. Mumford, Howard Vertner,  
C. M. Wyman, F. D. Chrisitan, C. E. Waltermire, H. E. 
Bennett, Wm. Klipstine, I. H. Thedieck, Harry C. Dye, F. 
F. Goode, W. K. Sterline, Thos. F. Anderson, W. R. 
Laughlin, Louis Kraft, D. H. E. Beebe and W. H. Clayton. 
 

PLATTSVILLE (14th) E. E. Wiley and Jos. Hancock, 
appointed by the Commissioners to husk corn for the boys 
in the Corn Contest, reported as follows: Cleo Sargeant 
5412 pounds; Foster Wilson 4964 pounds; Chas. O. 
Middleton 4920 pounds; Foster Caven 4865 pounds and 
Harold Denise 4800 pounds.   
 
SIDNEY (24th) – G. H. Dickas has been appointed 
member of the Shelby County Board of Elections to 
succeed Logan W. Marshall, who has resigned on account 
of having been recently appointed to the position of 
Attorney for the State Tax Commission.  Mr. Dickas is well 
qualified for the position and will make a good official in 
the capacity.  Mr. Dickas has been a judge of elections at all 
the Sidney elections for the past 30 years, having served on 
the Board prior to the time the city was divided into wards.  
Since the division he has been at the second ward polling 
place as an officer continuously ever since. 
 
JACKSON CENTER -Twenty two members of the 
Modern Woodman lodge of Bellefontaine went to Jackson 
Center Tuesday evening in automobiles and officiated at 
the initiation of 21 new members in the order there.  
Jackson Center was entirely in the hands of the Woodmen 
Tuesday night and the Jackson Center band led a parade of 
Woodmen through the streets of the village, passed some 
of the newly designed Airstreams trailers, and the 
Bellefontaine contingent participating and making a 
splendid show in their uniforms.  A dinner, served by the 
Jackson Center lodge, followed the initiatory work. 
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