
 

 Start your holiday 
season by Coming Home for 
the Holidays with your 
Historical Society friends.  
Experience the tastes and 
aromas of seasonal delights 
and the sights and sounds of 
holiday merriment! 

Historical Highlights November 2014 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome 
New Members: 

Donald Ritter, Sidney, OH 
Jamie Westfall, Sidney, OH 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 
$300 Legacy Partner 

$500 Legacy Partner 101 

Home for the HolidaysHome for the HolidaysHome for the HolidaysHome for the Holidays    
     GreatStone Castle 
     November 20, 2014 
     Doors Open 6:30 p.m. 
     Dinner Served 7:00 p.m. 
     Members $35 - Non Members $45 

Angels in the AtticAngels in the AtticAngels in the AtticAngels in the Attic    

Craft Show 

Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Ave 

Sidney, OH 

November  

5 - 6 - 7 - 8 

9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Admission $2 
(Children 12 and under free) 

 
Now accepting credit and debit cards 

($25 minimum purchase) 
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VOLUNTEERS 

September Volunteer Info: 
 101 Volunteers 
657 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for September: 
Farrel Kaplan 

Neil Allen 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 
In September,  2904 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney (2nd) - Kaufman’s may have sold many cos-
tumes available, but none of these were at the time. 
South Montra - Phobia listed 1.  Fear of mole rats, 2. 

Fear of foreign languages, 3. Fear of the number 
666, and 4. Fear of Halloween. 

The clues were found by: 
Roger Lentz, Tom Salm, Sherry Scully,  
Johanna Kuhn, Larry Roettger,  

and Carolyn Haney 
 
 
 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the “Out of 
the Past” section.  

Shelby County Historical SocietyShelby County Historical SocietyShelby County Historical SocietyShelby County Historical Society    
Wins 12th Outreach AwardWins 12th Outreach AwardWins 12th Outreach AwardWins 12th Outreach Award    

from Ohio Local History Alliancefrom Ohio Local History Alliancefrom Ohio Local History Alliancefrom Ohio Local History Alliance    
for for for for     

“SCHS Commemorates the “SCHS Commemorates the “SCHS Commemorates the “SCHS Commemorates the     
150th Anniversary of The Civil War”150th Anniversary of The Civil War”150th Anniversary of The Civil War”150th Anniversary of The Civil War”    
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Former Yellow Jacket Former Yellow Jacket Former Yellow Jacket Former Yellow Jacket     
Cage Mentor InterviewedCage Mentor InterviewedCage Mentor InterviewedCage Mentor Interviewed    

By Joe HammannBy Joe HammannBy Joe HammannBy Joe Hammann  
 On July 26th, 2014, Society member Joe 
Hammann and 1967 Sidney High School 
classmate Ron Emrich travelled to New 
Philadelphia, Ohio, in Tuscarawas County to see 
if they could locate Bil Gallagher; that’s “Bil” 
with one “el.” 
 Bil was the Sidney High School Varsity 
basketball coach from the years 1959 through 
1964.  His five varsity teams provided Sidney 
with some of the winningest years the Jackets 
have ever known on the hardwood. 
 To appreciate Gallagher’s 
accomplishments one must revisit the 1950s 
when SHS still played in the old high school 
gymnasium on Lane Street.  Sidney had had only 
one winning season in the 1950s when Bil took 
over the reins from Bob Caton who left for a 
principal position at Lima Bath High School. 
 Gallagher inherited a squad composed of 
seniors Jerry Wells, Joe Clayton, Gordy 
McDermott, and Malcolm Cramer supported by 
Juniors Jerry Anthony and John Billing.  This 
crew played their games at the old Sidney High 
School gym – as the failed school levy in 1959 
was holding up using the new facility out on 
Campbell Road. 
 Jerry Wells could dunk the basketball; 
Gordy was the Playmaker with Clayton off the  

guard or small forward.  One of the most exciting 
engagements took place in Old Roosevelt Gym in 
Piqua.  Wells buried a jumper in the last minute 
to put Sidney up 36-35, but Piqua responded 
with a hoop of their own, and it was 37-36 Piqua.  
Gallagher drew up a play and Joe Clayton 
swished a shot from the left corner on the Ash 
Street side of the field-house in the last five 
seconds sending the Sidney contingent home 
happy on the front end of a 38-37 victory.  This 
rare road win for a Sidney Cage crew was a 
harbinger of things to come.  The 1959-1960 
club finished with a creditable 9-9 record. 
 As can be seen by the modestly offensive 
Sidney-Piqua final score, Gallagher installed a 
ball-controlled 1-3-1 offense, utilizing patient 
passing and picks and rolls.  Gallagher remarked 
learning his coaching strategy from Wittenberg 
mentor, Ray Mears, who went on to fame in the 
college ranks coaching the University of 
Tennessee’s Volunteers.   
 Gallagher’s second season was a 
masterpiece.  Senior Chuck Rhyan was installed at 
playmaking guard.  Anthony, now a senior too, 
became the full time pivot, senior Billing was at 
strong forward supported by juniors Charlie 
Hudgins and Dick Allen.  Sidney was a member of 
the Miami Valley League in those days which  

Photo from 1962 Sidney High School yearbook. 
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included Xenia, Miamisburg, Fairborn, Troy, 
Piqua, Greenville, and Fairmont.  All of these 
schools with the exception of Greenville and 
sometimes Troy could pull their talent from 
larger student bodies.  Sidney opened their 60-
61 MVL League campaign at the field house in 
Xenia.  Xenia was a powerhouse with 
6’7” Barry Clemons at center.  
Clemons went on to star at Ohio 
Wesleyan and play basketball in the 
NBA, most notably with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 
 Needless to say, Jerry Anthony 
and Gallagher had their hands full.  
Xenia broke out a 9-0 lead and it was 
still 33-21 at half time with Clemons 
outscoring Anthony 14-2.  Sidney got 
over its opening quarter jitters and 
fought tenaciously in the second half.  
Gallagher had both Billing and 
Hudgins set picks against Clemons in 
the second half and Anthony scored 
24 second half points.  Dick Allen hit a 
jumper from the right forecourt.  With 
a minute left in the game that cut 
Xenia’s lead to 55-50, Sidney stalled 
hoping Xenia would miss, but the 
Buccaneers prevailed 57-50. 
 Sidney then proceeded to notch 
victories over Greenville, Fairborn, 
Miamisburg, and Troy.   Then they 
had to visit Fairmont in the Dragons 
gym in Kettering.  Fairmont was nearly 
undefeated and had just come off a 
victory over a state ranked post Jerry 
Lucas Middletown Middie Squad Fairmont, with 
star Herwig Bauman, was favored. 
 After three quarters, Fairmont led 27-
23.  With pressure defense, Sidney pulled to a 
score of 33-32, as Fairmont came down court 
with under a minute to go.  Their plan was to 
stall until Sidney fouled them. 
 The offense was keeping the ball out 
front with their guards.  Chuck Rhyan was told 
by Gallagher to anticipate a cross court pass 
from one of the guards to the other.  Rhyan did 
just that, leaping high to bat a pass away from 
the stretched arms of the other Fairmont guard. 
Charlie raced to the Jacket end of the floor and 
laid the ball in with less than 10 seconds to go, 
making it 34-33, Sidney.  My dad, Ron Emrich, 
his family and I the entire Sidney contingent 
were a sea of bedlam.  But the Fairmont coach 
had called time out and Sidney still had to 
withstand one final  assault.  Fairmont was  

able to get the ball inside and it did hang on the 
rim but did not go through, so Sidney escaped 
with perhaps its most noteworthy MVL victory in 
two decades.  They beat Piqua in their final MVL 
encounter the next week, and the MVL standings 
ended up Xenia 7-0, Sidney 6-1, and Fairmont 5-

2, with the other 5 teams scattered 
beneath this triumvirate.  It was 
Sidney’s best showing in MVL 
basketball competition since Sidney had 
last won the League in 1937.  
  The next two years brought 6’8” 
center Tom Glover and sophomore star 
forward Don McDaniel to the scene.  
Tom later played for Fred Taylor at 
Ohio State.  Charlie Hudgins was the 
star of the 1962 squad doing 
everything he could to repeat beating 
Fairmont on Sidney’s home floor this 
next season.  Down by 11 points, 
entering the fourth quarter, Sidney 
stormed back.  Hudgins’ half court shot 
at the buzzer made it 41-39 with 
Fairmont barely prevailing.  Sidney won 
two thirds of its games in 1962 and 
again in 1963, Glover’s senior year.  A 
memorable road win took place against 
the Troy Trojans down at Hobart Arena.  
Troy won the league that year with 6’5” 
center Mike Finnegan and all League 
guard Kees Scarff. 
 Gallagher had Sidney guards 
Larry Strunk and Phil Steenrod hit 
Glover in the high post, and they would 
then break one way or the other while 

Glover would zip the ball back to them for their 
deadly jump shots.  In the fourth quarter Kees 
Scarff hit two free throws with 50 seconds to play 
to pull the Trojans even at 33-33. 
 Gallagher was up off the bench directing 
Strunk and Glover as Sidney came down the floor.  
Strunk hit Glover in the high post and broke left.  
This time Glover pump faked to Strunk and 
Finnegan, behind Glover, took the bait.  Glover 
simply swung back the other way and had a clear 
path to the basket and laid it in.  Again the Sidney 
crowd was delirious.  The Dayton Journal Herald Dayton Journal Herald Dayton Journal Herald Dayton Journal Herald 
newspaper writing the next day said, “Sidney’s 
zone defense shackled Troy’s attack and center 
Mike Finnegan was held to 5 points.”
 Gallagher’s last squad in 1964 won the 
most games.  It went deeper in the year end 
tournament than any of his previous teams.  The 
Jackets even defeated state ranked Lima Shawnee 
and Jeff Miller (who went on to play for Fred  

1963 
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Taylor at OUS) in a controversial 22-20 game on 
the Jackets home floor. Gallagher said he 
would have sped up the play if the Shawnee 
defense would have come out and contested.  
There was no “shot clock” in those days, so 
Sidney was content to play ball control against a 
much higher ranked team and ended up winning. 
 With MVP Don McDaniel leading the 
way, Sidney won the first three games of the 
tournament at Hobart Arena in 1964, including 
an overtime game against Bellefontaine that was 
exciting.  Bellefontaine’s John Dodd (no relation 
to Bill Dodd) had seemingly won the game for the 
Chieftans at the end of the regulation, but the 
head referee ran out to the center of the floor 
from under the basket and waived off Dodd’s shot 
at the buzzer, saying Dodd had not released it in 
time.  Sidney dominated the Logan Countains in 
over time, winning 55-46. 
 This victory set up a district senior final 
tilt against Tecumseh’s Arrows from Clark 
County.  Sidney dominated Tecumseh beating 
their press and leading 43-36 after three 
quarters.  Sidney missed a couple of 1 and 1 foul 
shots in the late going and could not convert on a 
layup because of a traveling call.  Tecumseh went 
home with a 50-49 victory.  It was a tough 
ending to a stellar five-year run for Bil Gallagher 
and the Jackets. 
 During the interview Mr. Gallagher, now 
85, said he has regretted leaving Sidney to this 
day.  He loved his time here.  Adrian High School 
in Michigan offered him a 33% increase in salary.  
Bil had a family with two young children and  

Photo from 1964 Sidney High School yearbook. 

said it was difficult at age 35 to turn this offer 
down.  Ironically, a school levy in Adrian failed 
after Gallagher had been there a year and his 
family returned to Ohio where Bil coached varsity 
basketball at Dover High School.   
 Bil grew up in Akron and went to 
Kenmore High School, the same place that Dave 
Haines (long time Sidney football coach) 
attended.  Bil was instrumental in helping Dave 
land his football coaching position in Sidney in 
1960 when he replaced head coach Ollie Cline. 
 Bil went into the Air Force after 
graduating in 1947 and then played basketball 
for the Otterbein Cardinals from 1951-1955 in 
Westerville. 
 On the day Ron and I arrived in New 
Philadelphia, Bil had just come from golfing.  This 
85 year old man had just shot an “84” for 18 
holes.  He was quick to tell us it was from the 
senior tees.  Trim and fit, Bil was delighted to see 
us when Ron and I told him who we were.  He 
remembered Ron’s mother, Dorothy Emrich, who 
was principal Steven Brown’s secretary at Sidney 
High School.  He also remembered my father, Jake 
Hammann, who taught at Sidney High during 
part of Gallagher’s time on the facility. 
 We spent time replaying all of the 
aforementioned games and enjoyed “catching 
up.”  Bil Gallagher was beaming as Ron and I left.  
Ron and I were beaming too!  Good times! 

� 
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Look at that House…  
Informational Update 

By: J. Gariety 

 I had planned to send a copy of the society’s newsletter to the owners of  the 1854 house 
highlighted in last month’s publication when, lo and behold, one of them walked through the 
door of SCHS to buy ghost tour tickets for our annual event!  When she told me her name, I 
sprang from my chair and ran to get a copy of the October newsletter!  I showed her the article I 
penned regarding her home and we excitedly talked about the research.  A few days later she 
stopped back to share a portion of her trove of historic photographs and documents.  I read some 
amazing Civil War letters and had a wonderful time viewing the collection.  Of note is the image 
shown below.  It is a sister photograph to the glass plate negative that SCHS owns.  The pair of 
images appear to have been taken one after the other as they contain identical subjects in the 
same general location.  How wonderful to see the family’s dogs in the owners’ photograph!     
 

Owners’ Photograph SCHS’s Photograph 

A clue to the identity of two of the people in the image is found on the back of the owners’ 
photograph.  There it is written: 
  
 
 
 In Marriage Records of Shelby County, Ohio 1871-1899, I found that minister Jacob 
Hollinger married Isaac Large and Susie DeHaven in Shelby Co., Ohio, on December 30, 1888.  
(Mr. Hollinger was a German Baptist minister who received his license on December 29, 1882.)  
This entry likely refers to the couple in the pictures and is the only Shelby Co. information I 
found which relates to them.  While many members of the Large Family are buried in Houston 
Cemetery, Ike and Suze are not among them, nor are they buried in Wright Cemetery.  Perhaps 
they were visiting family when the photographs were taken as they were preparing to hop in 
their buggy and hit the dusty trail.  



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
75 Years Ago –Nov. 1939 

Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (1) - The minute hand of a clock has so much more 
territory to cover than the hour hand, but the minute hand of the 
Sidney town clock slowly circled the south face for countless days 
and nights-patiently pointing out the time to all who would avail 
themselves of the hour; an efficient, man-made creation of steel, 
produced for enduring qualities.  But recently the minute hand 
showed human qualities.  Tired and worn out from its endless 
task, it said goodbye to the hour hand when they met gave up 
and fell off.  Hence the south side of the public square has been 
timeless.  Official Custodian of the Town Clock Adolph Thoma 
said today it would be necessary to get a steeplejack to place the 
hand back on the clock’s face. 
 

SIDNEY (12TH) - Grand Opening of Newly Redecorated 
AVON LAKE Ballroom on Sunday evening, November 12th, 
1939.  DANCE-Music by Harold Greenan and his orchestra.  
Dancing 9:00 to 12:30 - - Admission 30 cents – No other 
charges.  For Reservations call – Union 1239 or 248 Poplar St…
Under new Management.   
 

SIDNEY (24th)-Miss Genevieve Lauterbur, attractive daughter 
of Mr.  & Mrs. James Lauterbur, walked to the altar in Holy 
Angels church Thanksgiving morning in a lovely gown of blush 
pink lame to plight her troth with Hugh O’Leary, son of Chief of 
Police and Mrs. William O’Leary.  Seven o’clock was the hour 
chosen for the service, the mass celebrated by Rev. E. C. 
Lehman, who heard the exchange of vows.  Richard Lauterbur, 
brother of the bride sang “Ave Marie” and Thou for Whom I 
Long and Sigh.”  Immediately following the ceremony the 
wedding breakfast was served in the Bauer grill where covers 
were laid for 31 guests.  When they return they will be at home 
on their newly furnished home which awaits them at 804 
Michigan street.  Both the bride and bridegroom are widely 
known young people.  Both are graduates from Holy Angels high 
school, the former with the class of 1936 and the latter in 1928. 
 

SIDNEY (25TH)-It was a very happy occasion for many 
Thursday at the Salvation Army headquarters on west Poplar 
street when some 75 needy children were served with a 
Thanksgiving dinner which consisted of roast turkey and all the 
trimmings.  The army wishes to thank all those who helped to 
make this gathering possible by their donations and also those 
who so kindly helped in the preparation of this dinner…Before 
being harvested and sold, an individual cranberry must bounce 
two inches high to make sure they are not too ripe. 
 

SIDNEY (27th) - 10 cents per week will bring the Sidney Daily 
News to your home each night.  Residents of towns in Shelby 
County can have The Sidney Daily News delivered to their home 
each afternoon the same day the paper is printed for 10 cents per 
week, or they can purchase single copies for 3 cents each at many 
local stores.  $3.00 buys a year’s rural subscription to the Sidney 
Daily News or 25 cents pays for one month.  Names of some of 
our local carrier’s:  Evan Penrod Jr., Richard Zimpfer, Cora 
Friesteller, George Comer, Junior Elliott, W. M. Hengsteller, 
Junior Watkins, Charles Nichols, Don Wilt, James Young, Ralph 
Helman and Richard Miller. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago-Nov. 1914 
Dean Morrow 

 

ANNA (6)-Gerald’s Inter-Ocean Vaudeville attraction at the K. 
G. E. Hall Friday evening November 6.  Come and bring all the 
children and friends to see Darling and Williams, Acrobatic 
Barrel and Bottle Jumpers; Young Coverstone, the Slack Wire 
Artist; also Bobby Funny, the minstrel man who makes 
everybody laughs, and hear Ruth who sings to beat the band.  
This is a select vaudeville, recommended especially by the 
Knights of the Golden Eagle. 
 

FT. LORAMIE-Barney Brandewie, Shelby County Democratic 
Committee and Joseph Notheis, Secretary Central Committees, 
were at Sidney Saturday to arrange for the election… Grandma 
Mrs. Rotinghaus is very seriously ill…The dance given by the V. 
B. Club was a pleasant affair.  The hall for the occasion was 
artistically decorated with pumpkins and corn fodder.  
Everybody present enjoyed the splendid music and dancing… A 
number of Hallowe’en pranks were played by a jolly bunch… W. 
J. Borchers is having a 500 gallon underground gasoline tank dug 
down in front of his business place… The Bramlage Grain 
Elevator dumped the first wagon load of corn in the new 
elevator last Thursday.  Mr. Harry Robbins brought in the load…
A jolly crowd of masked young people, of Botkins, O., enjoyed 
an automobile (decorated with corn fodder) trip to our town 
Saturday evening. 
 

VERSAILLES (13)-S. Young residing east of town also has a 
seat in the big potato wagon.  The other day he brought two 
tubers to this office that together weighed 3 ¼ pounds or an 
average of a little over a pound and a half apiece.  These are 
among the largest reported, but then why shouldn’t they be?  See 
what a big boy he has in his faithful son Elias to grow them. 
 

SIDNEY-The rural mail wagon No. 2, driven by Miss Currie 
Love, who is acting as a substitute, upset in the rear of the post 
office Thursday morning.  Miss Love was uninjured, but the 
sorted mail was scattered all about. 
 

SIDNEY (20)-The office of the Citizen Coal, Ice and Supply 
Company and the old Bennett Realty Company Monday moved 
their office from the second floor of the Burkhart building at the 
corner of Court street and Main avenue to the room in the 
Oldham building on north Main avenue formerly occupied by O. 
B. Taylor and Son. 
 

HOUSTON (27)-Typos, editors and readers here’s something 
to be thankful for; in other words, the briefness of the Houston 
mess this week.  Echo answers Glory to be God.  A cheerful 
Thanksgiving… Pittsburgh Steelers played the first Thanksgiving 
Football Game in 1934…The Kerr home was made glad Sabbath 
by a day’s visit of friend and Bro. Beecher Stoker, of Lockington, 
who with his Metz and Edison spent the day with us.  Bro. 
Beecher favored us with some of the finest of selections and 
Sabbath was assuredly the shortest day of the week.  Bro. Theo. 
Edw. Stoker and wife were also with us, thus adding to the 
pleasures of the day.  All come again the fence is down; the dog 
tied; come. 
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Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall      Secretary: Rich Wallace      
       Treasurer: Tom Seving         Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, and Faye Spangler 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jennifer Gariety, and Ruth Harmon 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow  
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