
 

Historical Highlights November 2015 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome New Members: 
David, Janet, and Grace Martin 

Sidney, OH 
Richard and Cheryl Braun, Sidney, OH 

Carol Voorhees-Elliott 
Sidney, OH 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500  

Christmas 
of 
Yesteryear 

Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to 
the public.  Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of the public.  Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of the public.  Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of the public.  Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of 
YesterYear!   All ages are welcome.YesterYear!   All ages are welcome.YesterYear!   All ages are welcome.YesterYear!   All ages are welcome.    

It’s Free!It’s Free!It’s Free!It’s Free!    

Professional Photo with Santa only $5 eachProfessional Photo with Santa only $5 eachProfessional Photo with Santa only $5 eachProfessional Photo with Santa only $5 each    
Build your own gingerbread house!Build your own gingerbread house!Build your own gingerbread house!Build your own gingerbread house!    
Pottery Demonstrations                         Pottery Demonstrations                         Pottery Demonstrations                         Pottery Demonstrations                             
Christmas Trees decorated by local schools Christmas Trees decorated by local schools Christmas Trees decorated by local schools Christmas Trees decorated by local schools     
Woodcarving demonstrations   Woodcarving demonstrations   Woodcarving demonstrations   Woodcarving demonstrations       
Cookies & RefreshmentsCookies & RefreshmentsCookies & RefreshmentsCookies & Refreshments    
Popcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open firePopcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open firePopcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open firePopcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire    
Toy train displayToy train displayToy train displayToy train display    
Ornament MakingOrnament MakingOrnament MakingOrnament Making    

Saturday, December 5th, 11:00 Saturday, December 5th, 11:00 Saturday, December 5th, 11:00 Saturday, December 5th, 11:00 ----    4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.    

Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney 
937-498-1653 

O P E N  H O U S E 

SAVE 10% 
ON BOOKS 

& GIFTS 

Angels in the AtticAngels in the AtticAngels in the AtticAngels in the Attic    

Craft Show 

Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Ave 

Sidney, OH 45365 

Wed.-Thur.-Fri. 

November 

11 - 12 - 13  

10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Admission $2 
(Children 12 and under free) 

Saturday 

November 

14  

9 a.m. - 5p.m. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

September Volunteer Info: 
491 Volunteers 

1593 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

September: 
Steven Shiffke 

Keith McLain 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In 

September 45,380 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 21st-To predict a future  
spouse was a ruse. 

Houston 22nd-1916 had 366 days  
as it was a leap year 

 
 
 

The clues were found by: 
No one found the clues for October. 

Good luck this month! 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

Shelby County Historical SocietyShelby County Historical SocietyShelby County Historical SocietyShelby County Historical Society    
along with the Fort Loramie Historical Societyalong with the Fort Loramie Historical Societyalong with the Fort Loramie Historical Societyalong with the Fort Loramie Historical Society    

Win the 2015 Outreach AwardWin the 2015 Outreach AwardWin the 2015 Outreach AwardWin the 2015 Outreach Award    
from Ohio Local History Alliancefrom Ohio Local History Alliancefrom Ohio Local History Alliancefrom Ohio Local History Alliance    

for for for for     

“Greenville Treaty Line Marker & “Greenville Treaty Line Marker & “Greenville Treaty Line Marker & “Greenville Treaty Line Marker &     
Sycamore Tree Dedication”Sycamore Tree Dedication”Sycamore Tree Dedication”Sycamore Tree Dedication”    

This award is the 13th from the Ohio History Alliance This award is the 13th from the Ohio History Alliance This award is the 13th from the Ohio History Alliance This award is the 13th from the Ohio History Alliance     
for the Shelby County Historical Societyfor the Shelby County Historical Societyfor the Shelby County Historical Societyfor the Shelby County Historical Society    
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Exciting things are happening at SCHS. We continue to develop our relationship 
with the Shelby County Genealogical Society (SCGS).  Many of their records and books 
have been moved to the new Barbara Adams Genealogical Research Center which is 
housed upstairs in the Ross Historical Center. 

As historical researchers, we have several tools at our disposal.  One key tool has 
always been missing at SCHS.  We never had newspaper microfilm that is so critical to any 
researcher.  The only known rolls were at the Sidney Daily News (SDN) and the library. 

We have important news on that front we wanted to share.  The original source films 
for the SDN have been located.  We also found 44 reels of microfilm for nine early 
newspapers from some of the county villages such as the Jackson Center News and the 
Fort Loramie Progress.  

We have ordered a state of-the-art microfilm reader and scanner for the joint use of 
SCHS and SCGS in the Ross Historical Center.  It will cost about $14,000 and will be 
purchased from the gift Barbara’s husband, Dick J. Adams, made to SCHS to develop the 
center.  It is a fraction of the size of the readers available in libraries and is capable of 
storing and emailing digital images from newspaper pages along with many other features.  
You can send a photo from the film to your computer at home.  It is cutting edge 
technology! 

We are hoping that you will join with us to raise the funds needed to acquire the 488 
reels of microfilm.  The first phase of this project will be to purchase the 44 rare reels of 
Shelby County Newspapers at the price of $65 a reel. This phase is moving right along.  
The SCGS board will be committing $1,000 toward purchasing the 44 reels of Shelby 
County newspapers.  That will leave a balance of less than $2,000 to complete this phase 
of the project. 

The next step will be to purchase 
the remaining reels of the SDN.  The 
retail price of the SDN reels is $172 
each and there are over 300 rolls from 
1891-2002. However, on the condition 
members of SCGS and SCHS can 
commit to purchase all the rolls, we 
have negotiated a discounted price of 
$80 per reel.  From 1891-1905 the 
SDN newspaper fit on one roll per each 
year. It took two rolls of microfilm per 
year for 1906 – 1936.  As Sidney grew, 
so did the SDN, so from 1937 – 1946 it 
took 3 rolls per year, and from 1947 – 
1965 it took 4 rolls per year. From 1966 
– 2002, there are 6 rolls of film per year.  

SCHS and SCGS 



 

We need your help to make this project a reality.  We are pleased that three anonymous members 
have already pledged a total of $12,000.  We are on our way! 

Please consider purchasing one or more years (for example the year of your birth).  Your name will 
be displayed on a plaque located in the Barbara Adams Genealogical Research Center.  Please note we 
already have commitments to purchase the rolls for the years of 1910, 1912, 1915, 1918, 1938, 1939, 1940, 
1941, 1946, 1947, 1950, 1955, and 1956. 

Please give this project your generous support.  You or your family could make a gift (tax 
deductible) to purchase a year or group of years.  A monetary donation in general is also welcome. 

We can make this happen!  Contact Sharon at SCHS (937-498-1653) with your questions or your 
pledge now. 

*(To assure the year you are interested in is available, please call Sharon 937-498-1653) 
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Microfilm Pledge Form 
 

     Your Name:_________________________________________ 

     Address:___________________________________________ 

     City, State, Zip:__________________________________ 

     Phone:(   )________________________________________ 

     Email:_____________________________________________ 

     Year:__________ SDN  or Sidney Journal  (Circle one) 
 

Name as you want it to appear on the plaque: 

___________________________________________________________ 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Mail to: 
Shelby County  

Historical Society  
P.O. Box 376 

Sidney, OH 45365 

 

Amount enclosed:$_______ 

Make checks payable to:  

Shelby County Historical Society 

 

 

Credit Card #:  

 

__________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ____ /____ 
 

Visa    Master Card    Discover 

Year 
1891-1904 
1905-1936 
1937-1946 
1947-1965 
1966-1971 

1972 
1973-1980 
1981-1994 
1995-2001 

 

Number of Reels 
1 per year 
2 per year 
3 per year 
4 per year 
6 per year 

7 reels 
6 per year 

No Reels Available 
6 per year 

 

Cost per Year 
$80 
$160 
$240 
$320 
$480 
$560 
$320 
-0- 

$320 
 

Sidney Daily News 

Sidney Journal 

Cost per roll $80 

Year 
1. 1863-1870 
2. 1871-1874 
3. 1875-1878 
4. 1879-1881 
5. 1882-1884 

 

Year 
  6. 1885-1887 
  7. 1888-1890 
  8. 1891-1893 
  9. 1894-1896 
10. 1897-1899 

Year 
11. 1900-1902 
12. 1903-1905 
13. 1905-1907 
14. 1907-1909 
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Ghost Tour 2015 

Jane Bailey portrayed  
Abby Benjamin Studevant, wife 

of early bank and business 
executive L.M. Studevant. 

Richard “Beetle” Bailey portrayed 
Punky Miller, owner of the 

shoeshine shop attached to the 
Carey Building. 

Neil Allen portrayed  
Louis B. Sullivan, famous 

architect of Peoples Federal 
Savings and Loan and told of its 

significance. 

John Lenhart portrayed  
a mid 19th century police 
officer and told stories of 

early jail incidents. 

Mary Jannides portrayed  
her father, John Kookootsedes  

who owned the Purity. 

Bob Barnhart portrayed  
Byron Joslin, noted Civil War veteran who told 
ghost stories of the Monumental Building and 

its significance to our community. 
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Pioneer Day 2015 
 Every October we invite every 4th grade school in Shelby County to join us for Pioneer Day.  The kids 
get to do hands on activities and learn about Native Americans, Pioneer Transportation, Quilting, Tin Smithing, 
Wetlands, butter making, applesauce making, one room schools, and Pioneer tools. At the end of the day there 
are around 750 children and teachers, and over 200 volunteers! We can't stress enough now AWESOME it is to 
get so many volunteers!   
 Our Youth Committee spends months getting this event in order.  Despite our best planning efforts, we 
were faced with a two hour fog delay this year!  First time ever!  We scrambled to rework the schedule so no 
section would be left out.  It wasn't perfect, but for the most part, it ran smoothly.  Everyone knows his or her 
job as most of the volunteers have been with us since the beginning, over ten years. 

Debbie Bossetti 
shows how to 

hand sew fabric 
in the quilting 

section. 

Charlotte 
Wallace sings 
songs about 

pioneer 
transportation. 

Jim Brandt 
shows the kids 

different kinds of 
pioneer tools. 

John DeBoer 
teaches about 

Native American 
music. 

Cecil Steele 
oversees the 

children during 
the tin smithing 

session. 

Harry Bowman 
shows how to 
make apple 

butter. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1940-NOV 75 Yrs. Ago 

Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (9th) - “One Wild Night” or “Back Seat 
Badman” might be the title of the melodrama that Miss 
Lela Stahl, attractive young school teacher at Orange 
township schools, was forced to enact last night at the 
request of a lone bandit who hid in the back of her car, 
lurking in the shadows until she reached the outskirts of 
Sidney before ordering her to stop.  As she neared the Big 
Four Bridge at the south edge of town, the young man 
(Miss Stahl believed him to be young) made known his 
presence.  “Don’t be afraid,” he consoled her as he ordered 
her to stop; told her not to look at him, and to hand over 
her money.  Miss Stahl gave him her $2.03 from her purse 
and asked him to let her out and go ahead and take the car, 
but he insisted that she go to Eldean, between Piqua and 
Troy, with him where he was to meet a “buddy”.  He did 
the driving, however.  During their ride the two talked and 
among their topics of conversation was the recent 
kidnapping and robbery wave that swept Shelby County 
when Joe Hill Barnsdale and his partners went over the 
countryside, leaving behind a trail of stolen and burned 
autos and kidnap victims.  Mr. Barnsdale is in jail but his 
partners are still at large.  When they arrived in Troy, the 
driver halted the car at the mill, turned it around so that 
Miss Stahl could return to Sidney…She did not see anyone 
at the Mill.  Looking back, the bandit could have gotten 
into her car when she was parked in front of the Spot in 
Sidney or when she was a guest at Robert Minniear’s home.  
Mr. Minniear was called to duty at the Buck’s taxi 
headquarters to go to the aid of a school bus which had 
broken down, so Miss Stahl decided to go home. All 
information was turned over to the sheriff office. 
 

ANNA (22nd)-Mr. & Mrs. John Accuntius have moved 
into the property on South street recently purchased from 
Mrs. George Smith…Mr. & Mrs. Clay Cotterman 
announce the birth of twin daughters on Sunday of last 
week…Walter Wentz, who moved to California 20 years 
ago, is visiting here for a few days.  Walter, who is a Ford 
dealer, came east to purchase new cars.  He will leave for 
home Sunday the 24th 
 

SIDNEY (25TH)-Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wagner and children, 
Blanchie, Sonny and Elizabeth, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Wagner, 
daughters, Ida and Antoniette and son Michael (Mike), 
have returned home after a pleasant over Thanksgiving and 
week-end visit in Pittsburgh, Pa., where they were guests at 
a family house party in the home of their parents, Mr. & 
Mrs. John M. Haverty…The new home built by Harry 
Falke on Doorley street, first street to left off Chestnut will 
be open for inspection Sunday from 10AM to 5PM. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
THE DEMOCRAT 

Nov.-1915-100 Yrs. Ago 
Dean Morrow 

 

FT. Loramie (5th)-Franklin Lindhaus met with an 
accident Monday when his rig rolled down the canal 
embankment and upset in the water.  To avoid other 
accidents the proper authorities should have a guard rail 
place there…Electric light is being installed in the Catholic 
Church. 
 

SIDNEY (9th) -The work of hauling pipe for the new pipe 
line to be put in by the Miami Valley Gas and Fuel 
Company, was begun this week.  The new line will run 
from the “Y” about a mile west of Hardin to this city.  The 
work will be pushed as rapidly as possible…Each year 
before Thanksgiving, the President of the United States 
formally pardons a live turkey presented to him by the 
National Turkey Federation. It’s a tradition which started 
years ago….The A. Palmisano & Company and John 
Palmisano have consolidated their fruit business and will 
do a general wholesale and retail commission business in 
the future. 
 

HOUSTON (19th) – You are all invited to take a hasty 
look toward the depot now, since the boys have well-nigh 
finished the, what was once a Kennel…Where are you 
going to eat turkey, its drawing night and time to secure 
your invitation…Commence to get ready for a protracted 
effort at the Presbyterian about the first of next month.  
Rev. J. D. Parker has been secured to assist Rev. Dean. 
 

ANNA (26th) – The High School Basket Ball Team had 
the first game of the season last Friday night in the Town 
Hall with the Wapakoneta Cadets and easily defeated them 
by a score of 32 to 1.  The Cadets put up a good game but 
were entirely out classed.  Thanksgiving evening the boys 
will play a fast team from Sidney on the home boor.  It is 
hoped the people will support the boys for they start off in 
good style and will deserve patronage.  Schools wishing 
games address Herman Ludwig, Manager. 
 

RUSSIA (26th) – George Groves and Raymond Eshman, 
of Sidney, were callers in the hamlet last Sunday.  Mr. 
Groves is the new blacksmith who will locate here, he 
being a first class smith and we all wish high success in his 
new location. 
 

SIDNEY (26th) – WANTED-We will pay beginners to 
learn the cigar making trade $4.50 per week for four weeks, 
and then $5.00 per week until more can be earned by piece 
work.  Industrious girls should earn from $10 to $13 per 
week after trade is acquired.  Factory building well lighted 
and ventilated, affording remunerative employment under 
cheerful healthful conditions.  Apply at the Deisel 
Wemmer Company, Sidney, Oh.  
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis      Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Tom Seving         Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Faye Spangler, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Dave Russell 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Jon Baker 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 

Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Primary Eyecare Associates 
Bill & Lisa Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Sidney Tool & Die 

Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 


