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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

CONTACT Us:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com
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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”
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Welcome New Members:
Lance and Stephanie Clack, Sidney, OH
Conelia Dixon, Sidney, OH
Kathy Velez, Stafford, VA

6”9
x

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500
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£ “Embrace the Past, Stay for the Future”

By Rich Wallace
SCHS Task Force Chair

This is the next installment in a series of articles highlighting the
progress your Society’s board and staff have made to develop the Annex
(old Lochard building) and grow into our vision, “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow by understanding the past.” We
are seeing continued progress in the development of the Annex across the
street from the Ross Historical Center into an industrial/business heritage
center.

You might remember the Society retained Exhibit Concepts of
Vandalia to help design and develop the space. Matthew Brandeberry is
the chief vision strategist with the firm. Matthew has been working with
Task Force members to develop an interpretive plan for the heritage
center and the Society. The goal of the plan is to develop a document in
written and digital form which will articulate how all of the Society’s
activities help achieve its mission and vision.

A review of our history teaches a clear lesson. Local industries
and businesses rely on the core values of its workers and leaders,
including hard work, vision and reliability. They have shown a constant
desire to improve and a willingness to embrace change in order to pave
the way for a successful future for its workers and the community in
general.

Our goal is to create an educational, interactive experience within
the Center. We want our visitors to “live into” the actual lives and
experiences of the present and past community residents featured in the
Center and desire to both adopt their values and match their
achievements. In other words, we want to compel especially the young
visitors to embrace our innovative past, and seize one of the many
opportunities presented by our diverse and vibrant business community
today. We will identify the personal values, community partnerships and
resources which were critical to creating the outstanding legacy of
business and industry innovation and excellence which still exist today.

The slogan the Society has adopted for the Center is, “Embrace
the past, stay for the future.” It will be our unique story of innovation
and opportunity.



FYYPYPIVPYPYPIPPYYLYYY
Saturday, December 3rd
11:00 - 4:00 p.m.

(s Frec! |(OPEN HOUSE

Brought to you by the Shelby County
Historical Society and open to the
public. Come enjoy the sights, sounds,
and smells of Christmas of YesterYear!
All ages are welcome.

Shelby County
Genealogical Society
Upcoming Program

November 8, 2016
7:00 p.m.

“Day of the Dead”

Raymond Crump will speak on how

his family celebrated the Day of the Dead in
Mexico. The Day of the Dead is a multi-day
holiday which focuses on gatherings of

Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each
Build your own gingerbread house!
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. . Pottery Demonstrations
family and frlends' to pray for and remembe':r Christmas Trees decorated by local schools
those who have died, and help support their . .
. ) ) Woodcarving demonstrations
spiritual journey.  He will also share Special Merchandise Discounts
information of his childhood in Mexico. Cookies & Refreshments
Meeting will be held at the Shelby County Popcom & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire
Historical Society’s Annex at 115 North Toy train display
Ornament Making
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i« & g
« Ross Historical Center « Admission $2
z}. 201 N. Main Ave z}
& Sidney, OH ™
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” YOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: September Volunteer Info:
99 Volunteers

Ft. Loramie-Neil Diamond and Janis
Joplin 1199 Hours

Pasco-Snipe Hunting

Volunteer gift certificate winners
The clues were found by:

for September:
Linda DeVelvis, Mark Deam, Julie Gilardi, Dale Couchman
Sarah Kleinhans, Jacob Dunaway, Jr., Christi Steven Schiffke
Thomas, Roger Lentz, Carolyn Haney, Julia
Young, and Carol Leffler. Congratulations! Thank you to all

our volunteers! We depend on you!

. The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section. Iq Sjep teméer , 3308 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Sidney’s ‘Rebel with a Cause’

By Mike Barhorst

It is not unusual for even the best of
families to have a child with a rebellious
bent. Those who have read the Bible know
that prodigals existed in Biblical times. What
does seem unusual is that in a community
that sent so many husbands, fathers and sons
off to fight to preserve the Union, a member
of a family so well- connected as the
Cummins family would choose to fight for
the Rebel cause.

Reynolds Knox Cummins was the
third-born son (his two older brothers had
died in early childhood) of Joseph Cummins
and Jane Harris Knox. Known from the
earliest times by his middle name, Knox was
born in Mifflintown, Pennsylvania, on
September 8, 1828.

At age five, Knox moved with his
family to Sidney in June
1834. His father owned large tracts of land in
Shelby County and in addition, was a miller
and merchant. Joseph Cummins was soon
named the county’s probate judge.

The son of one of Sidney’s wealthiest
families, Knox grew up in the comfort of the
family home on Popular (now Poplar) Street
on the north side of the court square. It was
at Judge Cummins’ home that General
William Henry Harrison spent a couple of
nights during his successful Tippecanoe and
Tyler Too campaign for the presidency in
1840. His father constructed the first brick
building in Sidney on the corner of Main and
Poplar, currently the site of Chase Bank.

In 1846, Reynolds Knox Cummins
entered his father’s alma mater, Washington
and Jefferson College. Knox studied law at
the school, located in Cannonsburg,
Pennsylvania. Classmates included James G.
Blaine, William West, Blanton Duncan and
Mattheu Stanley Quay. Knox was described
as an “apt pupil, and could have graduated
with high honors had he been so disposed.”

At age 20 and bitten by the “gold
bug”, Knox set out for California in 1848

with a group of similarly inclined local lads.
His search for gold, like that of so many
others who journeyed west at this time, was
wholly unsuccessful.

In 1853, Knox and his friends boarded
a ship and began their long journey home.
For reasons known only to them, they
stopped off in Ecuador. They began to
explore the country. Convinced that the
ideas of Manifest Destiny should apply to all
the Americas, they plotted to take over the
Ecuadorian government.

They were arrested, tried for treason
and sentenced to death by a firing squad.
Judge Cummins used his considerable
political clout and family connections. He
appealed to President Franklin Pierce for
assistance in rescuing his wayward son.

As a result of the President’s
intervention, Secretary of War Jefferson
Davis sent a warship to Ecuador. Enjoying
favorable seas, it arrived just three days
before the executions were to be carried out.
Diplomacy and a warship bristling cannon
convinced the authorities to release Knox
and his friends. They were brought back to
the United States.

Having returned to Shelby County by
1857, Knox secured a position as a deputy
clerk in the office of Colonel Jonathan
Counts, Shelby County Clerk of Courts. He
performed his duties ably. He was an
outspoken proponent of states” rights.

When the War of the Rebellion broke
out, Knox, believing that he owed Jefferson
Davis loyalty for saving his life, cast his lot
with the Confederacy. He enlisted on May 2,
1861, at Memphis, Tennessee. He was
assigned to Company I of the 1st Louisiana
Heavy Artillery. He was stationed in New
Orleans until May 1862 when the regiment
was ordered to Vicksburg.

On July 4, 1863, Knox was among the
30,000 Confederate troops who surrendered
when Vicksburg fell. Along with the other



rebel troops, Knox was paroled. The
captured soldiers were in various states of

starvation. Knox was hospitalized at
Enterprise, Mississippi, and later at
Montgomery, Alabama.

After a near year-long period of
hospitalization, Knox eventually rejoined his
unit in July 1864. On August 30,

1864, he was promoted from private to
quartermaster sergeant while stationed in
Mobile, Alabama.

After brief stints in Meridian and
Tupelo, Mississippi, the unit returned to
Mobile and garrisoned the batteries at Cuba
Station, Alabama, until Mobile’s surrender
on May 8, 1865. The unit was paroled at
Meridian, Mississippi, as part of General
Richard Taylor’s Army of the Tennessee on
May 12, 1865.

Knox’s war service was, undoubtedly
painful for his family. A letter dated July 22,
1861, from Joseph Cummins to his sister,
Sarah Evans Wallace, in Pennsylvania
reflects a father’s anguish. “The rebellion &
consequent war is unfortunate. It will all go
right & will purify our government. War is
necessary sometimes to purge out corruption
& iniquity. The Southern leaders are like the
rebellious angels of heaven. They must be
cast out.”

Judge Cummins concludes his letter
with a couple of brief sentences. “My letter
must be short. It is painful for me to write.
My nerves are too agitated.”

A dedicated member of the
Democratic Party, Knox Cummins returned
to Sidney following the war. He again
secured a position in the Courthouse,
working for a time as a clerk in the Shelby
County Auditor’s office. His obituary in The
Sidney Daily News reflects that “as an
arithmetician he was almost a marvel, and,
on all subjects, he was well read.”

Knox Cummins was eventually
elected Auditor in 1886, and served in that
capacity until his death. The County Auditor
served as the Clerk for the Shelby County

Commissioners until 1962.

Given the enmity that existed
between Knox’s brother (Brevet Brigadier
General John Evans Cummins) and
Benjamin LeFevre, it is interesting that Knox
supported LeFevre’s candidacy. In fact, the
Cincinnati Commercial Tribune reported in
their October 19, 1882, issue that Knox had
fallen while hanging “transparencies” in the
unfinished Courthouse, breaking his arm
while preparing for a celebration for
Congressman Benjamin LeFevre and
Congressman Robert Murray.

Reynolds Knox Cummins died on
Friday, June 10, 1892. He was found “asleep
in his chair” by the Courthouse custodian
who was cleaning the offices. He had been
found in a similar position on numerous
occasions over the more than two decades
he served as the Commission Clerk, both in
his office in the second Courthouse and in
the new building after it was erected in
1883.

As the obituary in The Sidney Daily
News reported, on this occasion, “he fell
asleep and awoke in another world!” The
coroner examined the body and “gave the
opinion that death was from heart failure.”
The body of Reynolds Knox Cummins was
taken to the home of his sister, Mrs. E. H.
(Jennie Knox Cummins) Arbuckle, and
buried the following day. His earthly
remains lie in an unmarked grave in the
Arbuckle Family plot at Graceland
Cemetery, some sixty feet from where his
brothers are buried.

His obituary reveals a bit more of his
life. “He never married, and, if he had a
romance, no friend was ever told it. In life
he had almost vainly pursued happiness,
searching the varied paths by the light of an
intellect that burned as brightly in but few
places elsewhere, yet finding only a small
measure of happiness. Nothing came to
him easily as death, and in it, forgetting his
frailties, may we not all hope he found
happiness?”
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Mysteries at the .t ea
Ross Historical Center! ",

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.
Sidney High All Boy Band Album

With the months of August through November known for being “Football Season,” we chose to
highlight an artifact from our exhibit that follows in conjunction with the sport that captures most of
America’s attention in the fall. For every school that has a football team, there is almost certainly a
marching band taking the field to perform a show during half time. Sidney High School is no exception,
and within our archives we have a recording specially made by the Sidney High All Boy Marching
Band, which performed until the fall of 1973 when women were finally allowed to join their ranks.

Although slightly warped, this album is still in wonderful shape. It features 31 songs recorded
by the Sidney High All Boy Marching Band while they were under the direction of Mr. Alan W. Clark,
who got his start at Sidney High School as the music instructor in 1955. According to the first
paragraph on the back of the record sleeve “This recording is intended to give the listener an idea of the
type of show that the Sidney High All Boy Band presents throughout the football season. Each series of
songs represents the theme of a half time show and the individual numbers were specialty numbers
used in conjunction with a special precision maneuver or a concert formation. Many of the numbers
were specially arranged by Mr. Clark, with publisher’s permission, for the recording.” The songs listed
on the back of this record range from the “Buckeye Battle Cry” to “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” and
of course include both the National Anthem and Sidney High’s Fight Song.

While this item may not appear very mysterious in its
purpose, the real mystery behind this artifact is that there is
» no year anywhere on the record or album cover to

P identify when this album was recorded. One
source says, however, that there were two
recordings made: one by the
?» Marching Band in 1961 and
7 another by the Concert Band,
Orchestra, and Chorus in 1964.




PIONEER DAY
2016

Farrel Kaplan and Janice Maxson
making apple sauce.

Doug Benson as a
one room school teacher.

Rue Bowman making Apple
Butter on an open fire.

Steve Knoff teaching the students about
Native American Games

Photos by
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Linda DeVelvis as a
one room school teacher.

Steve Dorsten teaching about early
transportation in Ohio.

Bill Davis giving a glimpse into the Native Americans.




B, Ot of the P

4.-1- -

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
NOV-1941-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (Ist)-The following is a list of the voting places
in the city of Sidney, (all residence’s unless noted) for the
November 4 election, as submitted by City Auditor Wilson
Stockstill: First Ward A-Courthouse. Ward B-J.L. Frazier -
519 S. Main avenue. Ward C-Mrs. Carl Smith - 804 S. Main
avenue. Ward D-Mrs. Joe Hilgefort-223 Brooklyn avenue.
Second Ward A-J.E. Bryan - 131 North Miami avenue.
Ward B-Mrs. Rosa Warner- 522 N. Main avenue. Ward C-
Ben Werst residence, 804 Clinton avenue. Ward D-Mrts.
Clifford Gray - 731 North Main avenue. Ward E-Greg
Schmiesing business, 2240 Wapakoneta avenue. Third
Ward A-Mrs. A. W. Grosvenor - 336 North West avenue.
Ward B-Mrs. George Scherer - 356 Maple street. Ward C-
Mrs. John D. Cox - 607 Michigan street. Ward D-W. W.
Wheeler - 227 Maple street. Fourth Ward A-Armory. Ward
B-Guy Roach garage, 523 Fair avenue. Ward C-John H.
Drees - 538 Culvert street. Ward D-William C. Smith - 413
South West avenue. Ward E-William R. Rostron - 740
Spruce street.  North Clinton-at township house in
syndicate addition north of hospital. South Clinton-in
basement of new city building. The polls open at 6:30 a.m.
and close at 6:30 p.m.

SIDNEY (5th)-Formal presentation of the navy bureau of
ordnance flag and the navy “E” pennant to the Monarch
Machine Tool company for excellence in production will
be made late Armistice day afternoon at the plant during
the change of shifts. The presentation on behalf of the
navy will be made by Admiral William Harrison Standley,
of Washington, and he will be accompanied by other
representatives of the navy department. Only 39 naval
contractors in this nation have received this coveted honor
and the Monarch plant is the first in Ohio to receive the
flag and banner.

DENVER CO. (5th) Private Egbert Sinks of Lowry field
was on his way home to Eads, Colo., today for an 18 day
furlough to kill 80,000 turkeys for eastern Thanksgiving
tables. The furlough was granted at the request of the
Turkey Growers association of Colorado, whose members
regard Sinks as “one of the fastest turkey stickers in the
state.”

SIDNEY (22nd)-The following properties were sold at
public auction at the court house this morning: Inlot #599
located at the southeast corner of North street and
Wilkinson avenue to Leo M. Winget at his bid of $3,775.
Appraisement was $4,800. Inlot #745 located at No. 125
Wilkinson avenue to C. H. Roman at $1,612.50.
Appraisement was $2,000.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
NOV-1916-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

OHIO DISTRICT (3rd)-In the returns of the Candidates
for Congress made to the Clerk of the house this week is
the following: “J.E. Russell, Republican candidate in the
Fourth Ohio District, reports the Republican National
Congressional Committee has contributed $500 to aid his
candidacy. He has spent $636.

USA (10th) - As we go to press this Thursday evening two
days have expired since the election. The race between
Wilson and Hughes for President is so close that there are
still doubts as to who has been elected. Our telegraph
specials during Thursday will be found elsewhere in this
paper. It would seem from our very latest reports that
Wilson has a majority, but an unfavorable report from a
few precincts not yet heard from may show a different
result. The very last report we had from Democratic
headquarters is that California has gone Democrat and that
Wilson has 273 electoral votes which gives him seven
majorities. A late report from Dayton this afternoon says
that the Democrats in that city are preparing to celebrate
this evening.

PLATTSVILLE-Last Wednesday our coldest day this
winter, as T. K. Minniear was mulching his strawberries, he
found several ripe strawberries. Doc has a new variety that
are called the everbearers, during the forepart of the season
he kept the blossoms off of the ones that he transplanted
this spring, but the fall rains and unusually warm weather
caused them to produce. Last summer his plants produced
throughout the season until frost, but this summer was too
dry. Doc says this is the first time he ever picked ripe
strawberries in the snow.

SIDNEY (24th)-To wish joy to one who soon gives up
bachelor freedom for wedded bliss, Mr. Flinn Rickey was
the host to a number of his friends Wednesday evening.
The affair was a dinner to honor Mr. Herman Enders,
whose marriage to Miss Wetta Seddig, of Columbus, is to
take place next week. The table decoration of yellow
chrysanthemums hue and maiden hair ferns made a pretty
setting for the following elaborate menu that was served:
Grape fruit cocktail, Roast rabbit, giblet gravy, mashed
potatoes, candied sweet potatoes, escalloped oysters,
cranberry sauce, peach preserves, pineapple salad, wafers,
pumpkin pie, cake, mints, coffee and of course cigars.
Those who enjoyed this jolly evening were: Messrs. Carl E.
Wilkinson, Roy Klipstine, C. F. Holliday, Carl
Custenborder, Gary Fletcher, Harrison Piper, Morton
Piper, Robert Anderson, Hugh Bingham and the guest of
honor, Herman Enders.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County ‘
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from gf3
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. ‘

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler Secretary: Rich Wallace

Treasurer: Dave Russell Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given Sidney Manufacturing Company
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Jack & Kathleen Haslup Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Anonymous Michael & Jane Jones Darrell & Faye Spangler

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller Spot Restaurant

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc Sturm Construction, Inc.

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc. The UPS Store

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Dean & Linda Long US Bank

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff Rich & Susan Wallace

David & Linda DeVelvis Minster Bank Helen Blake Wildermuth

Dorothy Love Retirement Community John & Marilyn Minton Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Eikenberry Retirement Planning Bill & Lisa Ragon Amy Zorn

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’'s

William & Karen Fet.h Dave Ross Moving? Please let us know your new address if
Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric charged for its return.




