
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 

CONTACT US:  

937-498-1653 

 

On the Web:  

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

 

  FaceBook:  

Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio  

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: òTo actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  

promote local history.ó 

Vision:  òTo become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the pastó 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members:  

James and Irene Sherman 

Fort Loramie, OH 

Sandy Gehret, Fort Loramie, OH 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships  

Yearly  

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society  

November 2018 Edition  

Dear Members, 

 Last year, about this time the Community Foundation of Shelby County 

announced they were going to host Match Day. For many of us this was a new 

idea.  The smallest gifts made were impactful, and this became a wonderful 

fundraising opportunity for the Shelby County Historical Society.  

 The SCHS staff and Board want to again thank each and every member 

who participated. The Society promised to use the funds raised to offset the 

cost of repairing the Ross Historical Centerôs sewer pipes and bringing them up 

to the City of Sidneyôs new code. Then a few months later the porch on the 

Ross Center was damaged in an accident. It was quickly decided that the porch 

should be repaired at the same time as the sewer line.  Once the stones were 

removed from the porch work started on the sewer line.  

 At first glance, it looked as if all the worry was for nothing. The line 

was replaced in less than a day. That was until the morning of the next day 

when water was found in the basement. That was the beginning of weeks of 

work as the workmen cut through the 15-inch basement floor removing iron 

sewer pipes that fell apart in their hands. We still have one more short pipe that 

hooks the downstairs sink to the sewer that needs to be replaced.  

 The work crew has fixed and replaced all the stone on the porch. We 

are now patiently awaiting the arrival of the new pillar. Once the pillar is 

installed, the front sidewalk will be replaced and the floor in the basement will 

be poured. 

 The sewer line at the Annex was re-scoped this summer and showed 

pipe damage. The quote for repair is now at $6,500, and work has been 

scheduled to be completed this fall. 

 So you can see why the Shelby County Historical Society was so 

excited when the Community Foundation of Shelby County announced it was 

again sponsoring another Match Day on Giving Tuesday November 27th to 

celebrate its 66 years of community philanthropy. The Shelby County 

Historical Society has been challenged to generate gifts that will be matched up 

to $5,000 by the Community Foundation match pool of $70,000. 

 We canôt do this without you! Please consider sending your annual 

membership, Legacy Partner contribution, or just make a donation following 

the guidelines below.   

Hereôs how it works: 

 MAKE A DONATION  payable to the  

 Community Foundation of Shelby County 
 Note on your check memo line or enclosed donation form:  

  MATCH/Shelby County Historical Society. 

Please use the enclosed donation form  

to assist in processing your gift. 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Tilda Phlipot, Director 
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Volunteers  

September Volunteer Info: 

 76 Volunteers 

791 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for September: 
Keith McLain  

Mark Schlagetter 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 

our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In September, 3316 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrowsô ñOut of the Pastò   
hidden clues:  

Sidney - Fôreals can be found at your local 
Speedway  

Sidney 27th - 447 Edgewood wasnôt around 
in 1943 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

Susie Martin 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the ñOut of the 

Pastò section.  

Ohio Local History 

Alliance 

 The Shelby Historical Society was honored to accept its 16th history award on October 6th for their 

ñManufacturing Dayò event at Longfellow School. Accepting the award for the Society was Robert 

Shoffner, Cecil Steele, Robert Barnhorst, Jane Bailey, and Tilda Phlipot.  Shoffner, Steele, and Barnhorst 

along with Keith McLain, spent untold hours planning and finessing the hands on details of ñManufacturing 

Day.ò   

 ñManufacturing Dayò was shared with Anna Elementary School last spring, and we are in the 

process of recreating the event with Lehman Catholic High School, who will be hosting all of the local 

Catholic elementary schools in Sidney, Piqua, and Troy.  

16th Award Accepted  
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16th Award Accepted  

Canfield Hatchery, Sidney, OH 
 

 From its start in 1923, the Canfield Hatchery was 

first located on the corner of Miami Ave. and Court St., 

where the Board of Elections Office currently stands. In 

1924, J.C. Canfield purchased more land located outside of 

the city limits and moved his hatchery business to 1327 

Wapakoneta Ave. It wasnôt until the city limits were 

expanded after 1929 that the hatcheryôs location was 

included within the limits. According to several area 

newspapers, the Canfield Hatchery had branches in Lima as 

well as Harrisburg, PA, and possibly many more. In one 

advertisement, it was described as being ñcomposed of well

-trained men and is established on its merits alone. No 

hatchery in the Country is better equipped to render 

efficient and expert service.ò The hatchery was owned by 

the young entrepreneur, John Clair Canfield, and supplied 

its patrons with chicks from 13 of the most popular breeds, 

all bred and hatched under the supervision of its expert 

employees. Canfieldôs hatchery was in operation only a few 

years until it closed its doors in the midst of the Great Depression. By the early 1940ôs, it was known as the Miami 

Chick Hatchery, which remained in operation until 1964. The vacant building was still in existence on Wapakoneta 

Ave. until just recently when it was demolished. 

Ala Mysteries 

at the Museum
, 

a series on The 

Travel Channel 
 

Mysteries at the  
Ross Historical Center!  

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society . 

Baby Chicks for Sale! 
 

 Extra!! Extra!! Read all about it! In a day 

where people can sell anything they like on the 

internet, advertising in the newspaper has almost 

become a thing of the past. Occasionally, you 

hear talk of want ads still placed in print; 

however, more and more people are turning to 

outlets such as Ebay, Facebook and Craigôs List 

to sell their products. During the early 20th 

century, advertising in area newspapers was the 

best way to spread interest about a product aside 

from word of mouth. Featured on the left are two 

letterpress printing blocks that we received last 

year as part of a small collection. They were most 

likely used in the production of advertisements, 

receipts, and stationary for the business that they 

represent, which is the Canfield Hatchery. The 

larger block is made from wood and brass and 

reads ñCanfieldôs Quality Baby Chicks: Largest 

Quality Producersò with a baby chick running in 

the top left corner and an International Baby 

Chick Association crest in the bottom right 

corner. The smaller block just has the outline of 

the same baby chick running. Our next big 

mystery then was to find out more information on 

what and where this hatchery might have been. 

(Normally this block would be a 

mirror image; the picture above was 

flipped so it would be easier to read) 

(Below) Members of the 

Sidney Kiwanis Club 

with baby chicks for a 

school project from the 

Miami Chick Hatchery 

in the 1950ôs 
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2018 Ghost Tour 

This yearôs Ghost Tour 

was a huge success.  

Thanks to all of our 

ghostly volunteers  

that helped bring  

history to life!  
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Shack in the Back  

By: Terry Lee  
 

Originally published in Historical Highlights, March 2009 

 Most of the outside toilets have been 

torn down but those that remain, including 

several within the Sidney City limits, have 

been converted into storage sheds.  One has 

been completely covered with tar paper.  

Another outhouse on River Road has seating 

framework made out of stones. 
 

 During the 1930s, the Federal Public 

Works Administrators funded the building of 

outhouses for public parks and highway rest 

stops.  When going to the outhouse, a person 

was often greeted by flies, spiders and 

snakes.  Many ñold timersò tell stories of 

tipping over outhouses on Halloween or 

moving them to the public square. 
 

 Another story is that two men were using a two-holer, and one accidentally dropped 

a dime down the hole.  He then purposely dropped a ten-dollar bill down the hole also.  The 

second man asked why he did that.  The first man responded, ñYou donôt think Iôd go down 

there for only a dime!ò 
 

 Thomas Crapper, an Englishman in the late 1800s 

invented the siphon arrangement that made the modern 

flush possible.  And yes, this is where the term and its spin-

offs originated.  Websterôs Dictionary states the term is 

usually used in a derogatory manner. 
 

 Various standards on location and maintenance in 

the county started to come about in the 1890s.  

Nevertheless, most outhouses were said to be located too 

close to the main house in summer and too far away in 

winter. 
 

 Since the outside privy moved to inside the house, 

most people today never knew the ñshack in the back.ò  

That is not to say the modern toilet does not have its 

problems.  As one area plumber has inscribed on his truck, 

ña royal flush beats a full-house.ò  

In the 1990s the outhouses in Tawawa Civic Park  

were replaced with modern day porta-potties. 

What a typical outhouse  

would have looked like. 



 

Pioneer Day  

2018  
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To the left is 

Steve Knouff 

helping with 

Indian Dart 

game.   

 

To the right is 

Linda DeVelvis 

as a school 

teacher. 

To the left students churn the  

Apple Butter that is cooking  

over an open flame.  

 

To the right is Brian Wooddell 

teaching the kids about  

antique farm tools. 

To the left is 

Faye Spangler 

and her sister 

Kathie 

Woodruff who 

helped feed the 

200 volunteers! 

Above is Deb DeBoer 

with Beth Bailey, who 

teach about Native 

Americans, and  

Anne Morrow our 

photographer. 

To the left is Bill Davis 

who also teaches about 

Native Americans.  

  

To the right is Bob 

Shoffner helping in 

Tinsmithing. 


