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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

CONTACT Us:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

1)
Facebook:

Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com
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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”
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Welcome New Members:
Ann Hubler, Sidney, OH
Robert Dilbone, High Springs, FL
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

The Future is Now

By Julie Gilardi
SCHS Board President

I am pleased as your board president to deliver this tax levy update
to our members. We are in the middle of a final push to pass the .25 mill
museum levy which is on the ballot in Shelby County November 5™,

Many of our volunteers have teamed up to help get the news out
about the levy and what it will mean for our future. We realize the
significance of this moment in our history and we know our members do
as well.

Changing tax laws have created challenging times for historical
societies and other nonprofit organizations. The passage of the levy will
literally provide the life blood the Society needs to live out its mission and
vision for at least the next five years. Most successful organizations are
able to look back at their history and identify certain moments where with
clarity and courage they seized an opportunity which resulted in a
different future. This is such a moment for your Society.

The Facts: The size of the levy (.25 mills) is the smallest levy ever
placed on the ballot in Shelby County. The owner of a $100,000 house
will pay $8.75 A YEAR. Think about the cost v. the benefit. Five county
museums (Anna, Botkins, Jackson Center, Fort Loramie and SCHS) will
be able to do what they do best: preserve local history and educate
students on the richness and vitality of their history. Every child attending
school in Shelby County learns local history from our staff and volunteers.

The Need: We need your vote if you live in the county, and the
vote of all those who like history and realize the importance of our
mission. Rally your friends, neighbors and co-workers.

VOTE YES|

TO PRESERVE
LOCAL HISTORY

“History builds a stronger community
by understanding our past”®




3rd Grade Tours of Downtown Sidney

3rd grade students from Northwood Elementary School were treated to a tour of downtown
Sidney in September. Over 230 students got to visit Peoples Bank, the Monumental Building, the
old County Jail, and the courthouse to name a few historical sites. Students learned the rich history
of our beautiful downtown. Thanks to the Shelby County United Way Women’s Initiative Power

Group Grant, the students were able to enjoy a boxed lunch catered by the Spot Restaurant.

Shelby County United Way
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Shelby Ct. 3rd - Total should be 850
Sidney 31st - Penn & Teller

The clues were found by:

No one found the clues this month.
Better luck next time!

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

VOLUNTEERS
September Volunteer Info:
48 Volunteers
226 Hours

for September:

Chris Wooddell
Dianne Wooddell

Congratulations! Thank you to

In September, 605 people

Volunteer gift certificate winners

our volunteers! We depend on you!

participated in SCHS programs.

all




Shelby County Historical Society ‘Wins Outstanding
Achievement Award

There are no limits to what we can achieve when we work together! This is something we prove time
and time again when we work from the ground up to plan and host a historical community event. The
Tawawa Park 70" Anniversary Celebration was an exceptional example of that fact. So much so, that the
event was nominated and chosen as the winner of the Ohio Local History Alliance Outstanding Achievement
Award in the category of History Outreach: Public Programming.

The anniversary celebration had a bit of a rough start with no budget or seed money. We also hit a few
hurdles along the way such as deciding on programs and rain during the construction of the dirt track, but we
came through. I have often said that with a quality event, the people of Sidney will support us, and so they
did. We were able to host the award-winning celebration due to the great number of sponsors and partners

that contributed.

Tilda Phlipot and Jane Bailey (far right)
are gathered with all of the award winners
from across the state of Ohio.

The variety in the programming was also a huge
part of the Tawawa Park 70™ Anniversary’s success.
We featured written accounts of Tawawa’s history that
included a monthly feature in the Sidney Daily News as
well as a booklet entitled Tawawa Civic Park a
Historical Overview. Opening the celebration was a two
-mile walk/run that followed a route that was once part
of the Bellefontaine & Indiana Railroad. There were
outdoor recreation events such at a children’s nature
walk, bird watching tours, a fishing derby, and nature
crafts. The highlights of the event were the dirt bicycle
track which included a custom-built dirt track as well as
helmets and bikes for people to borrow and the cruise-in
that featured over 200 classic cars and the opportunity
to take a ride in a Model-T Ford! There truly was
something for everyone to enjoy.

Due to SCHS’s dedication and hard work and the support that we received from the community, we

have received the History Outreach: Public
Programming Award this year. This award is
presented to recognize outstanding projects
that have educational content, that have
contributed to the promotion and
understanding of local and state history, and
have had an impact on the community.
Projects are chosen for this award when they
that have inspired, connected, and educated
audiences to local history.

We are so proud to say that the
Tawawa Park Anniversary Celebration has
received such an award, and we look forward
to hosting more wonderful events and
programs. A positive vote in November will
ensure that the Shelby County Historical
Society will continue to inspire, connect, and
educate our community.

HISTORY OUTREACH AWARD

The Ohio Local History Alliance honors

TILDA PHLIPOT
SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
For
TAWAWA CivIiC PARK 70TH ANNIVERSARY

an outstanding contribution to the field of local history in Ohio
in the category of Public Programming

Chair, Awards Committee

OHIO LOCAL
HISTORY ALLIANCE

President | 2>
rrrrr Inspire. Connect. Educate.

Awarded October 5, 2019
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Ohio Farm Bureau Anniversary

By Roger Lentz

In these 200 years of our Shelby County, it is noteworthy to

acknowledge a 100 year milestone of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
100 YEARS (OFBF). This organization integrates or combines the entire county Farm

Bureaus in Ohio into one statewide entity.

One hundred years ago in 1919, WWI had ended, and 30% of
Americans made their living as farmers. During those years, farmers recognized the numerous concerns of
rural residents that included social and economic issues, education, infrastructure, marketing, legislative
matters and working with local, state and national groups.

Our Shelby County Farm Bureau was organized in 1916 during an Agricultural Extension school
held in the assembly room of the courthouse. These farmer schools were sponsored annually by the Ohio
State University since about 1910. Previous to these schools “farmer institutes” were held in the various
townships throughout the county.

During the organization meeting, L. V. Ward was elected president, S. L. Wicoff, vice president, L.
E. Marrs, secretary; and H. W. Robinson, treasurer. Other agriculture leaders included W. D. Stockstill,
H. C. Enders, Wm. Hoewisher, Lyman Allen, Frank Pfaadt, Herman Enders, J. E. Russell along with
supporters I. H. Thedieck, Judge J. D. Barnes and E. C. Amos.

The role played by county agricultural extension agents was a crucial component in the 1919 birth
of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation. The agents were the liaisons between state extension offices and
farmers, and instrumental in organizing Ohio counties into Farm Bureaus or improvement associations.

On January 27, 1919, in the Botany and Zoology building on the Ohio State campus, the OFBF
officially came into being. The intent was to foster cooperation among the rural people of Ohio and
address issues common to the membership. Mr. O. E. Bradfute from Xenia was elected as the first
president.

Near the end of the organizational year of 1919, the Ohio Farm Bureau board of directors agreed to
hire a full-time person to administer the daily operations. They hired Murray D. Lincoln, a Massachusetts
native and Cleveland banker for the position. An industrious young man, he previously was the first
extension agent in New Haven, Connecticut. A year later he entered the banking business in Ohio.

Mr. Lincoln possessed a strong belief in the cooperative movement, strength in numbers and often
remarked, “People have the tools in their hands to shape their own destiny.” With his leadership, some of
the early cooperative ventures included fertilizer, petroleum, feed, grain, milk, livestock marketing, and
farm supplies. They partnered with other rural organizations and other states in a cooperative venture.

As rural people became more mobile and purchased motor vehicles, Mr. Lincoln noted that rural
insurance rates were much higher and more expensive than city dwellers. During a meeting of the board of
directors in December 1925, and with loan of $10,000 from OFBF, the Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Association was established to provide reasonable risk protection for rural people. This successful venture
expanded into other states, and in 1955, the company’s name was changed to the Nationwide Mutual
Insurance Company. A company formed by Ohio farmers has evolved into one of the world’s largest
financial and insurance organizations.

OFBF’s first 100 years has been a story of success as farm families continue to bond to the land,
their neighbors, and the community. It is appropriate to note the words of the 26" President of our United
States in reference to our most basic and vital industry, “We were founded as a nation of farmers, and in
spite of the growth of our industrial life, it still remains true that our whole system rests upon the farm and
that the welfare of the whole community depends upon the welfare of the farmer. The strengthening of
country life is the strengthening of the whole nation.”

In these first 100 years, the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation was truly built on a purpose and with an
obligation to better rural life, our community, and our country. We look forward with anticipation to
shaping our future, rich beyond the imagination of people.




Community Foundation of Shelby County

Match Day Returns!

Double YOUR Impact!!

Last year Match Day raised $280,603.76 for our local

e fo #GIWING
community. Let’s do it again and make this another TUESDAY
impactful day for the place we call home!

Generosity made greater. For one day, every dollar given to 16 local nonprofits will be matched by funds up to $5,000
per organization from a match pool of $80,000, making every gift go further.

Everyone can be a philanthropist. We are asking every person in the community to get behind this effort. Large and
small gifts will combine for a significant impact. It is time to think BIG AGAIN!

Single day, lasting impact. We are working to raise significant funds that will do good right here in Shelby County. Itis
time to be BOLD AGAIN!

Local investment, effective solutions. The Community Foundation of Shelby County has been working within the
community for 67 years. Our professional staff is knowledgeable about local needs and effective organizations. Funds
benefit local nonprofits that you know and trust.

Building relationships. By partnering with you and your local nonprofits, this day will capture the collective power of
Shelby County.

A big thanks to major supporter Dave Ross for making it possible to provide another matching opportunity of
$80,000 for 16 local non-profits.

So join us again on December 3, 2019 for this one day event to
celebrate our community.

/ AL
Wilma 5 d/Se
Childcare The Arc. +c
Orept Fiagve Qg o e 141 My Cmy
' ;NM Big Brothers
- Big Sisters.
the % ~ ' I OF SULBY & DARK Sy Cots love

/4 * .-/
&N LIVE UNITED

S
&m0
A L)




PTIONEER DAY 2019

More than 800 4th graders from the county and city schools gathered on an unusually hot
October day to experience many different facts of Pioneer Living. Thanks to 170 volunteers,
this instructive day was another success for SCHS’s Educational programming.

2

Jeanne Schlagetter
helps student
create Native

American beaded

Fairlawn’s bracelets.
FCCLA
students help
peel apples.

Jim Perry
demonstrates Jane Bailey teaches
pioneer tools. students about pioneer
transportation.

Chris Wooddell and Kurt Photos 5_}’
Anderson helped kids Anne Salm Morrow

make apple cider.

Bill Davis teaches
about the Native
American culture
with many authentic
artifacts.

Duane Mullen oversees

4th graders experiencing

tin smithing, a practical
pioneer art.
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
NOVEMBER-70 YEARS AGO-1949
Compiled by Anne Morrow

RUSSIA (7th)-Special historical interest was attached to the
entrance of St. Remy’s Catholic cemetery in Russia today,
following formal dedication of a magnificent stone grotto
to the parish’s servicemen of World wars I and II on
Sunday afternoon. Planned as a lasting tribute to the living
and dead, the beautiful edifice was blessed and dedicated by
Most Reverend George Rehring, auxiliary bishop of
Cincinnati diocese. In consecrating the shrine to the
community’s veteran, the ranking ecclesiastical dignitary
called upon the crowd of more than 1,000 persons who
had assembled for the occasion to pray that the world may
be spared the ravages of another human holocaust. Father
Fran Raterman, pastor of St. Remy church and Joe
Monnier, a delegate of the service post spoke to the people.
Approximately 70 tons of material was used in construction
of the shrine by Herb Wimmer of Versailles.

SIDNEY (14%)-Mr. and Mrs. Rueben ]. Aschenbach
celebrated their twenty fifth wedding anniversary on
Sunday, and to honor the event their daughters and sons
planned a delightful surprise supper party for them in the
family home at 851 East Court street. Their daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fogt, and two month old
daughter, Paula, of Dayton, came for the weekend and with
Miss Eleanor Aschenbach, home from the University of
Cincinnati; Miss Pauline Aschench, Roger and David
Aschenbach, were hosts and hostesses.

ANNA-Fred Linker, R. R. 1, Anna, has been unable to do
his fall work this season because of illness. Friends and
neighbors in the Jackson Center and Montra community
gathered at Linker farm home Wednesday and exemplified
the GOLDEN RULE by shredding for him. The twenty-
one men who helped were Elton Elsass, Roger FElsass,
Orvile Elsass, Harold Faier, Cletus Seitz, Peter Pan, Julius
Hagedorn, Roy Metz, Bud Allenbaugh, Ned Maxwell,
George Counts, Gene Marrs, George Counts, Jr., Charles
Linker, Ronald Arnett, Walter Ambos, Rev. C. J. Kettler,
Glen Koester, Austin Smith, Gale Fogt, John Heitnz,
Luther Heintz.

SIDNEY (19%)-Mrs. W. H. C. Goode has accepted the
appointment of county chairman of the 1949 Christmas
seal sale in Shelby county, to be conducted by the Shelby
county Tuberculosis and Health association from
November 21 until Christmas, Robert F. Kaser, president
of the association announced today. Mrs. Goode, who is
nationally known for her church work and her efforts in
the field of missions, said today that she was deeply
honored to help the association raise funds to continue its
projects.

SHELBY COUTNY DEMOCRAT
NOVEMBER-1919-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SWANDER (7%)- The Swanders Farmers’ Elevator Co.
took over the plant of The Swanders Grain Co. Monday
morning and are now doing business under the name of
the new company. The business at this point has grown
remarkably during the past few years, due to the efforts of
the retiring manager, Mr. Earl D. Fristog. The Farmers
have been very fortunate in securing as the manager, Mr.
W. F. Meighen, who retires as Superintendent of the
Shelby county Children’s Home December 1 and will
assume the duties of his new position soon after Mr. J. E.
Swander has been appointed temporary manager.

SHELBY CT.-The Mutual Improvement club and their
families enjoyed a most delightful Hallowe’en party at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. John Eisenhut Friday evening.
There were about forty guests present, a goodly number
coming masked and some time was spent guessing who the
maskers were consulting the spirits and other Hallowe’en
stunts. The large barn had been decorated with corn
fodder and pumpkins face for the occasion and here the
merry evening spent.

TAWAWA((14t%)-Geo. DeVelvis, who has resided at this
place for the past 44 years, moved to Sidney where they
expect to make their future home.

SHELBY CT.-Shelby county will take advantage of the
newly voted two mill levy for township and country roads
immediately by certifying the two mills up on each
taxpayer’s duplicated for collection at the December tax
collection time, the county treasurer’s office being busy at
this time in mailing out the duplicates with the new road
levy added. This means that the funds amounting in Shelby
county to $90,000 will be available to the county
commissioners next year for road work and it is on the
cards to start work in earnest in the spring of 1920.

KENTON (21)-Reported killed in action in the war, Lonis
D. Brace, of Kenton, returned home and found that his
wife Hazel Brace, had married Albert Lightner. The
modern  Enoch  Arden  accepted the situation
philosophically obtained a divorce, and his former wife
remarried her second husband.

SIDNEY (28t%)-The December meeting of the Young
Woman’s Auxiliaty of the M. E. Church has been
postponed from Tuesday, Dec. 2 to Thursday, Dec. 4. The
meeting will be held in the ladies’ parlor at 7:50 p.m. The
Christmas box is to be packed to be sent to Morristown,
Tenn. Mrs. Blanche Laughlin, Mrs. Frances Richards, Mrs.
Florence Peters, Misses Helen Michael, Anne Shirley,
Frances Goode, Lorah Kelley and Bonnie Blue will be the
hostesses. Miss Amy Michael will be the leader.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving? Please let us know
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our your new address.
Historical Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate ; The Post Office will not forward
plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. =8 your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith,
Eric Jones, and Becki Wood

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn




