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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of

excellence where we build for tomorrow

by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Barb Shoemaker, Sidney, OH
Nina Boyer, Sidney, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

| Saturday, December 5th, 11:00 - 2:00 p.m. |
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This year will look a little different than in the past. Children
will get to take home a goody bag full of Christmas fun!
All ages are welcome. This event is open to the public.

Take Home Christmas Goody Bags Ross HISTORICAL CENTER
Gingerbread House Kits 201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney
‘Wreath Ornament Kit 937-498-1653
Wooden Ormament Kit www.shelbycountyhistory.org

Santa 78N

Train Display at 115 E. North St. ", "
‘Wood Carving demonstrations
Popcorn and Chestnuts roasted on an open fire
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Wreaths Across America

Call the office if you have questions!
(937-)498-1653

CHECK OUT THE SOCIETY’S

Virtual Exihibit

ON FACEBOOK FEATURING A SERIES OF SEVEN
VIDEOS FROM THE 2020 SUMMER EXHIBIT!

These videos are all available to view on our Facebook page under
the “Videos™ tab and give great insight into this year’s exhibit,
especially for those who were not able to visit in person!

‘Shelby County Historical Society Presents: I e Shelby County Historical Soei 2 1by Couty Hi B  Countygfisto
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SCHS Trustee Debra Geuy, also President of
Peoples, points out details on the front of the

Sidney’s Bicentennial Downtown Tour

Mark Cundiff, city manager, points out details in the
marble walls inside Sidney City Hall. The significance of
this flooring is explained, located in City Hall lobby.

historic Peoples Federal S and L building.

Our beautiful
Courthouse is the spot
for orators of some
presidential candidates.

Tour guide Jane Jones tells of
the historic importance of
Mutual Federal as the location
of the first courthouse.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for October:

BWW is Buffalo Wild Wings
Oct 29th - Synthesizer

The clues were found by:

Mark Deam, Glen Phillips, John Laws, and Paul
and Janice Workman.

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.
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Inside the Monumental Building, the memorial
tablets and the portrait are explored.
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VOLUNTEERS
September Volunteer Info:
27 Volunteers
215 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for September:

Jane Jones
Ian Mohrbacher

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In September, 234 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Ohio Prepared Vaccine Delivery within 24 Hours
April 12, 1955
Sidney Daily News
With COVID-19 being a constant in the headlines for months, everyone awaits news of a viable
vaccine. In April 1955, the release of the Polio Vaccine was on everyone’s mind in much the same way.

COLUMBUS - Elaborate plans were announced
today to distribute $1,762,000 worth of free polio
vaccine to every major point in Ohio within a
matter of 24 hours.

In readiness for the announcement that the
Salk vaccine trials were successful, the state health

according to the plan. Department personnel using
cars will fan out over the countryside to make
deliveries for smaller health departments.

The Vaccine for most of the state will
come into Columbus in one large lot, be re-packed
and rushed to the main centers.

department has set up a “minute

man” relay to get the vaccine to
the 227 local health
jurisdictions as  soon  as
possible.

Speed is important if

mass vaccination of 440,540
Ohio school children in the first

and second grades is to start 8

next Monday. It had been
planned to give the
injections in the six-week
period before school lets out but
vaccine experts recommended a
delay of at least seven months
before the final “shot.”

It is vital to get as much
of a head-start as possible on

three|

The local March of Dimes donated this
iron lung machine to Wilson Memorial
Hospital circa 1945. Pictured r-1:
Unknown, Rex Price, Authur Graham,
Eleanor Ross, unknown, George
Gagoudy, and Carl Lehman.

Health Director Ralph
E. Dwork has cautioned that
the vaccine should be stored in
refrigerators with a temperature
range from 35 to 50 degrees.

He also warned that
special care should be taken to

| prevent freezing which could

destroy the effectiveness of the

vaccine.

Also getting  free

] vaccine are those among the

17,000 school children in the
third and fourth grades of
Richland and Montgomery
counties who participated in the
Ohio field trials but did not get
vaccines.

the polio season.

In cooperation with the local health
authorities, the department has worked out a
system over the past three months to handle the
distribution through the four district offices in
Dayton, Bowling Green, Cuyahoga Falls and
Athens.

The big population centers of Cincinnati
and Cleveland will receive their shipments directly
from out-of-state.

May Arrive Wednesday

The Ohio vaccine is expected to arrive
Wednesday or Thursday once the federal
government licenses it for the interstate shipment
and the manufacturers start sending it out.

Another shipment worth around $800,000
will come later to the take care of the last of the
three inoculations.

Larger health departments will be asked to
pick up supplies at the area distribution centers

Otherwise, vaccine will
be available on a commercial basis through family
doctors.

Local Health Office Ready for Vaccine

With more than 85 percent of Sidney and
Shelby County first and second graders signed up
for the polio vaccine, the City-County health
department is awaiting further word on shipment
of the vaccine.

Detailed plans for administering the
vaccine have been in readiness for several days,
with the needed medical equipment on hand. This
included extra needles and syringes, already
purchased.

Those students, whose parents have signed
permission forms, are now compiled by classes in
alphabetical order. Thus, when a group arrives at
the scheduled time at a vaccine station, the
students will be lined up by name, speeding up the
clerical work involved in the program.



Special forms are used to speedily keep
track of the inoculations of each child. The serum
must be administered over a five-week period in a
specific order to be most effective.

While awaiting final approval and receipt
of the vaccine, county health personnel have been
busily preparing materials and completing “paper
work” for the program. Thus, when the serum
arrives here from Dayton, the program can get
underway without delay.

Children in the first and second grades,
whose parents furnished written permission, will
receive the vaccination at no cost. The serum for
this portion of the program is furnished by the
National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, which
provided funds to develop the serum.

Meanwhile, serum will also be available to
family physicians to inoculate children in other
age groups on a private basis.

Discussion has been underway among
physicians of the Shelby County Medical Society
to arrive at a uniform charge for administering the
series of three inoculations.

However, no definite information is
available at this time. Parents who are interested
in the vaccine for children other than first or
second graders are advised by the health
department to consult with their family physician.

The serum will be available to the general
medical practice once licensing is complete, with
several large drug manufacturers now able to
supply it when it is approved.

Salk Looks to Complete Effectiveness
WASHINGTON - The government announced
that the new Salk polio vaccine will be approved
and licensed today for general distribution.

ANN ARBOR, Mich. - The Salk vaccine was
officially declared today “up to 80-90 percent
effective in preventing paralytic polio” and
“potentially almost 100 percent effective.”

In a report hailed as “one of the greatest
events in the history of medicine,” Dr. Thomas
Francis Jr., told an anxious waiting world:

“The vaccine works.”

Dr. Jonas E. Salk, the famed 40-year-old
developer of the vaccine who has been hard at
work improving it even while evaluation of last
summer’s mass tests were under way, declared:

“With our better vaccine and our new
knowledge of proper spacing (of the vaccine
shots), the vaccine is potentially almost 100 per

cent effective.

“Of this there can be no doubt at all.”

Dr. Francis, who once was Salk’s professor
and who headed the University of Michigan team
evaluating the field trials, said in his historic
report:

“There can be no doubt now that children
can be inoculated successfully against polio.

“There can be no doubt that humanity can
pull itself up from its own bootstraps and protect
its children from the insidious invasions of ultra -
microscopic disease.”

The long-awaited report is expected to set
in motion quickly a program under which at least
18 million - and possibly 27 million - children can
be inoculated against the disease which has been a
scourge on mankind for centuries.

Quick Approval Seen

The federal government is expected to
approve quickly the manufacture by six drug firms
and distribution of the vaccine.

Doctors and city health authorities around
the country are preparing to administer to the
millions of young children starting within a few
weeks.

Adults will have to wait until supplies of
the vaccine become more readily available.

The Francis report was one of the series
made at the momentous medical meeting on the
University of Michigan campus.

The usually reserved Salk was smiling and
proud.

In a simultaneous report, Dr. Salk said two
shots - not three - should be given at the start of
the 1955 inoculations. A third shot would be
given seven months or more later.

That might mean enough vaccine will be
available for 27 million children this spring,
instead of the 18 million originally scheduled.

Dr. Salk also said new studies have shown
how to make this year’s vaccine even more
effective and potent than the amazingly successful
1954 model.

Francis Declared:

“There can be no doubt now that children
can be inoculated successfully against polio.

“There can be no doubt that humanity can
pull itself up from its own bootstraps and protect
its children from insidious invasions of ultra-
microscopic disease.”



A Family’s Political Legacy in Shelby County

By Douglas Millhoff
Retired president of Mutual Federal Savings Bank

My grandfather
once ran a general store
in Houston, Ohio, and
upon his retirement, he
decided to run for Shelby
County Treasurer and
asked my father, Clyde
Millhoff, to be his
assistant  (today  this
would not be allowed).
Clyde graduated from
Bliss Business College

in  Columbus, Ohio. ZORGE B. MIL(I:(I;IOFF
During my youth, my & S
father spent a lot of time

with the Board of

Elections, the Republican Party, and the Ohio
National Guard in Sidney. Clyde was a
conservative Republican, as was his father and
grandfather before him.

Clyde joined the army after WWI as a
second Lt. and later decided to leave the regular
army and join the Ohio National Guard in Sidney
so he could work full time in the treasurer’s office.

In 1930, my grandfather decided not to run
for a second term due to health issues. In turn, my
father decided to run for County Treasurer at the
early age of 31. The result of the election was a tie
vote. After a recount, the totals did not change; the
election officials flipped a coin, and my father lost.
Clyde was then hired by the First National Bank as
assistant cashier under Clem Fogt. He became
interested in politics and was later appointed to the
Republican Central Committee. My father was
hired as the clerk for the Board of Elections which
was a part time job; he was responsible for the
conduct of the election with a full time staff.

In the late 1940’s, Clyde Millhoff was
appointed by Bill McCulloch, an attorney from
Piqua, to run his campaign for U.S. Congress in
Shelby County. Bill carried both Shelby and
Miami Counties and became a member of the U.S.
Congress and later became speaker of the House.
He sponsored the Civil Rights Act legislation that
became law under Lyndon B. Johnson. Clyde, my

CLYDE,

mother, and I went to the
Republican National
Convention in 1968 at
Miami Beach, Florida, as
the Republican Delegate
from Ohio when Nixon
won the nomination for
president.

The Board of
Elections has changed a
lot since my father was
clerk and later a board
Z;‘;;""}:»I MLLHOp, member. At the present
time, the Board of
Elections is composed of
a full time director and a
deputy director, each from a different party, along
with a staff of employees. In earlier times, they had
voting machines where you were given a card with
all of the candidates’ names on it. You went into a
polling booth, inserted the card and punched a hole
next to your candidate’s name. The ballot was then
checked by workers, one from each party, to check
for problems, like a hanging chad. Each precinct
also had a location manager to validate the ballots.
The ballots were then put in a machine to count the
number of votes for each candidate. Presently the
ballots are marked for each candidate and put in a
DS machine that scans the ballot and records the
number of votes for each candidate.

) REA, !
Election Novempe,. 4s ?::ER
1930

2 .

L-R: William McCulloch , Clyde Millhoff
and Ted Grey .




Community Foundation of Shelby County

#GIWING

December 1st — Double YOUR Impact! TUESDAY
The Community Foundation of Shelby County is sponsoring another Match Day on Giving Tuesday,

December 1* to celebrate our 68 years of community philanthropy. This year on Match Day, eighteen 501 (c)
(3) organizations who have organization funds at the Community Foundation, will be challenged to generate
gifts that will be matched up to $5,000 each by the Community Foundation. Each organization will be
promoting the intended use of funding, and we are inviting you to help with their match.

Here’s how it works:

MAKE A DONATION payable to the Community Foundation of Shelby County
Note on your check’s memo line or the enclosed donation form:
MATCH/ (benefitting organization)
Please use the enclosed donation form to assist in processing your gift
Date: December 1, 2020
Deliver to: Community Foundation of Shelby County
Courtview Center, Suite 202
100 South Main Avenue
Sidney, OH 45365
OR  to any participating organization,
see attached form for those participating
Gifts will be matched dollar for dollar up to $5,000
In order to receive a match, a check must be made payable to The Community Foundation of
Shelby County and be made by December 1, 2020. (Please note in memo line MATCH/
ORG NAME) and send it in with the donation form provided.

#GI¥WINGTUESDAY

This effort harnesses the collective power of our community. So mark Match Day, December 1, 2020, on
your calendar and make this another impactful event for the place we call home!

THE CHURCHES OF SHELBY COUNTY

Available now at the Ross Historical Center

“ 201 N. Main Ave.
g15.0

If you can’t make it into the
Ross Center
we can ship for an
additional $5.00.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
November 1960 — 60 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (16%)-Ted Echemann, 617 Campbell street, has
been selected for promotion to branch manager for Omar
Bakeries, Inc., upon completion of an extensive training
program which will take him to various parts of the state.
A 1946 graduate of Holy Angels High School, he spent five
years with the Ohio State Employment Service as
interviewer and claims examiner. He was in the military
service during the Korean war, serving nine months
overseas. Mrs. Echemann is the former Shirley Oldiges of
Minster. They have three children, Nancy, Mike and Jerry.

SHELBY CT. — Mrs. Bessie Robbins of Dayton will be an
out-of-town guest with Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Roberts,
children, Virginia, James and Paul; Mr. & Mrs. John Leese,
daughter Kathy and Kiristi, in the home of their mother,
Mrs. C. O. Burns, Maxwell drive...Mr. & Mrs. Eugene
Roesser and sons, of Anna, Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Shoffner
and family of Pemberton will be guests for Thanksgiving
Day at the country home of the parents of Mrs. Roesser
and Mrs. Shoffner, Mr. & Mrs. Cline Roberts, RR2...
Students at Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, who will
be home to spend the Thanksgiving Day holiday will be
Misses Barbara Ferguson, Carolyn Canter, and Mary Louise
Pointer, Harry Faulkner, Roger McDermott, and Joe
Stickler.

SIDNEY (23rd)-Turkey gifts were awarded by St. Rita
Circle, Daughters of Isabella during its Monday evening
meeting and they went to Miss Joyce Long, Mrs. R. W.
Platvoet and Robert Heinfeld. Plans were completed for
the members to bring their gifts, either wrapped or note,
for Veterans in the Dayton Facilities to the December 6
business meeting. They will be sent through the Camp and
Hospital Committee at the Shelby County Chapter of the
Red cross.

GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS-Family portrait will say
“Merry Christmas” for years to come. Use our gift
certificate anytime. Mahan Studio, Jackson Center...
Largest selection of nationally advertised house ware in this
section of the country. The Famous, on the west side of
Square.-Sport clothing, work clothing for men and boys.
Skirts and blouses for ladies. Gerber Food Center,
Botkins...Musical instrument from Sarver Music Store, S.
Ohio Ave...Isaly’s Christmas shoppet’s Special Cube steak
dinner, 89c. Isly’s famous swiss made chocolates. $1.29...
Across the miles share the newsletter from the Shelby
County Historical Society with family and friends. Call
today for more information, 1-937-498-1653.

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
November 1920 — 100 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW

ANNA (5%)-Asa Fogt and George J. Fleckenstein, of
Anna have purchased the coal business of John Heiser &
Son. The purchase also includes the coal sheds of the
company along the Big Four track. Both will move to
Sidney in the near future and conduct the business.

SIDNEY-The mortgage on the First Methodist church
will be burned Sunday afternoon at 4PM services. The last
dollar on this building enterprise has been paid. Dr.
McCammon, former pastor of the church and Dr.
Armington under whose pastorate it was built, have been
invited to be here for the service. The church plan when
dedicated in 1914 cost $85,000. Since that time nearly
$15,000 in interest has been paid making a total cost of
$100,000 which the congregation has raised and paid.

IRELAND-L. E. Hoover entertained company from
Sidney Sunday...Mrs. Willis Smalley returned home
Saturday after visiting with relatives at Shelby, Ohio...Rev.
Stein will hold revival services at the Bunker Hill church
beginning Sunday evening, November 7. Let every body
come and help to make this a good meeting.

CLEVELAND (12%)-Nov. 9-Mayor W. W. Fitzgerald
ordered Chief of Police Frank W. Smith to use every effort
to clean up the city of all vice and crime. The mayot’s
order said that the task of cleaning up the town was the
chief’s and that the selling of liquor, commercialized vice
gambling and all other crime must end at once.

OHIO-Next Monday the hunting season starts, and
bunnies, snipe, pheasants and Hungarian partridges will
need to take to cover. These three games eligible will be
hunted in the state, the bird for ten days and the animals
until January 1. The time on the birds is from November
15-25, inclusive, eleven days but there is a Sunday so that
reduces the actual time to ten days. One must have a new
license if desirous of hunting rabbits on the last day of the
rabbit period, January 1. There is said to be plenty of
bunnies and a hunter may kill as high as ten a day.
Pheasants are plentiful.

ANNA (19%)-On Friday evening Nov. 19 a troupe of
native Hawaiians will give their concert in Anna town hall.
These people come highly recommended. The admission
for adults will be 55 cents, for children 49 cents. The
holder of these tickets will be admitted free to a great
Feature Reel entitled Dr. Jekel and Mr. Hyde to be given
the following the concert date of the Hawaiians. The
admission to the Hawaiian concert will represent a ninety
value. Don’t miss the chance seeing the native of one of
our Island processions.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS NON PROFIT ORG.
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Shelby County Historical Society PERMIT #31
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Sidney, OH 45365
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, David

Potts, and Becki Wood Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Doug Allinger

John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company
Michael & Jane Jones
Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




