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Society Launches Learning & Innovation Center Campaign 
 The Society Board of Trustees officially launched the campaign to create the Learning and Innovation Center 

at its October board meeting. The board adopted the following mission statement for the Learning Center: 

“The mission of the Learning and Innovation Center 

is to honor Shelby County’s past and celebrate 

generations of visionaries in order to foster pride in 

our community and inspire great minds of the future.” 

 As all of our supporters know, the Society is foremost an educational organization. It uses history as a tool to 

educate the community and inspire the next generation of residents. The Society group planning the Center realized 

our history is filled with unique people achieving unique accomplishments, which in turn will provide unique 

opportunities for those who follow. Bottom line: we have been left a legacy by those who came before. 

 Leaving a legacy. What does it really mean? 

 A legacy is the mark an individual leaves on the world around us. It is about the richness of the individual's 

life, including what that person accomplished and the impact he or she had on people and places. Ultimately, the 

story of a person's life reflects the individual's legacy. 

 The Learning and Innovation Center will tell the stories of legacies we received from the past. It will also be 

a space honoring our own legacies being left for the enrichment of future generations. The Learning Center will be 

comprised of galleries reflecting various stages of our history and chronicling the legacies left for our betterment and 

enjoyment. Supporters wishing to document in perpetuity a family or business legacy may sponsor a gallery. There 

will be space in each gallery to record the family or business history and leave evidence of that legacy. 

 The Center will inform, educate and inspire people of all ages. The space is being designed with flexibility so 

that it may be used as a community gathering space as well. 

 The board has set a goal of $900,000 for the creation of the Learning and Innovation Center. We are pleased 

to announce $550,000 has been committed so far by supporters who approached the Society after reading about the 

Center in previous editions of this newsletter. This includes the lead gift by Rich and Susan Wallace. Information 

about gallery sponsorships and other donation 

options may be obtained by contacting the Society 

staff or officer (Faye Spangler, Julie Gilardi, Rich 

Wallace, Roger Lentz, Dave Potts and Dave 

Russell). 

 Your Society has been fortunate to enjoy 

broad community support. County voters approved 

a five year tax levy in 2020 which pays our 

operating expenses. By law, these funds cannot be 

used for construction. Money for the creation of the 

Center must come from donations or other non-levy 

funds. 

 It is an exciting time for your Society. We 

are creating a one of a kind learning center. Our 

hope is that the center, celebrating our unique 

people and accomplishments will also be an 

appropriate representation of our uniqueness, and 

the great value of being able to work and live in 

Shelby County. 

This is a design sketch of the interior of  

the Center showing the gallery areas. 



 

2 

Volunteers 

September Volunteer Info: 

 384 Volunteers 

 2954 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for September: 
 

John Hemp 

Keith McLain 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 

our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In September,  16,343 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for October: 

 

Sidney 27th: Ms. Ally McBeal 
28th: Beat the Clock and Wizzard 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

Phyllis Piper, Edna Mae Boroski-Siehl,  

Tom Salm, and Glen Philips 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve 

 and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Kris Schwarzman, Sidney, OH 

Becky Kubichek, Sidney, OH 

Mike and Cindy Maurer, Sidney, OH 

Conelia Dixion, Sidney, OH 

Elizabeth Edwards, Sidney, OH 

Jeanie Young, Sidney, OH 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Author and artist Robert Kroeger toured Shelby  

County on October 26, 2021, to photograph  

14 chosen barns; one from each township.  He 

will then paint a portrait of each barn to be 

featured in a 2023 calendar that will be sold by  

the County Wide Historical Alliance, Inc.  
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In Loving Memory of  
Cecil Steele 

 

 How does one go about describing Cecil Steele to someone 

who never had the wonderful opportunity to meet him? It’s never 

easy to put into words the kind of impact one person can have on 

those around them unless you can experience it for yourself. Cecil 

was the type of person who had an infectious personality, where his 

smile and boisterous laughter could immediately brighten the 

atmosphere of an entire room. He had a wonderful habit of just 

stopping by the Ross Center whenever he was in Sidney, and when 

asked “What’s up Cecil?” he would usually reply, “Oh, nothing 

much, I just wanted to see how you ladies were doing and if you needed anything.” He would then stay and 

chit chat with us all for a while, leaving us feeling 10 times better about our day regardless of how it had been 

before his arrival. 

 Cecil was such a kind and caring person and gave willingly so much 

of his time down at the Ross Historical Center. Not once did he back down 

when told we had yet another crazy project and asked if he’d be willing to 

lend his assistance yet again. Even when a project such as replacing the 

linoleum floor in the kitchen turned into a complete kitchen remodel this past 

winter. No task was too big or too small for Cecil and his handy crew. Cecil 

Steele and Keith McLain earned the nicknames “Frick and Frack” the first 

time the Historical Society brought the Vietnam Wall to Sidney and over the 

years the duo got into much ‘trouble’ volunteering with the Society which 

added a third member, Bob “Freak” Shoffner in 2015, and later a fourth, 

Richard “Fritz” Bailey in 2020. Towards the end of 2020/beginning of 2021, 

Mike Jones, Mark Schlagetter, and Kurt “Puddin-tane” Anderson became more involved with volunteering at 

the Ross Center as well. Wherever one man was, the others were sure to be not far behind! Behind the scenes 

of many an event was this intrepid group of men with Cecil usually at the lead. They transported many a 

truckload of Pioneer Day and Civil War day items, helped organize and 

transport all of the equipment for Manufacturing Day, were there to help set 

up as well as tear down for events like the Tawawa Park Annual Cruise-In and 

Civil War Living History Weekend, all the while maintaining a positive 

attitude along the way that worked its way into those around them. 

Cecil wasn’t just a volunteer. For those of us involved with the Shelby 

County Historical Society, we considered him a vital member of our work 

family. There are no words to describe the pain in our chests that we all felt 

upon hearing of his passing on September 17, 2021. His loss is a void that 

only time can fill for many that knew him. However, we can hold tight to the 

memories we have all made together along life’s journey, some of which are 

shared below: 
 

“I remember all the times Cecil made me laugh; a real deep down, 

bring tears to your eyes kind of laugh, with some of the crazy stories that he’d 

tell and some of the things he would do spontaneously, such as when we put 

Marilyn Monroe out for the current exhibit and he gave her a kiss on the 

cheek. I also will forever remember the one time we had lunch and Naomi, a 

volunteer visiting from Japan, cooked homemade ramen noodles for us. Cecil 

was so leery of trying it at first but ended up loving it and even took some 

home to try and make by himself!” – Jane Bailey 
 

 

Cecil and Richard Bailey signed  

the wall before covering it up  

during the kitchen remodel. 
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“A couple of years ago I decided to enter some baked goods in the Shelby 

County Fair. I had to test the recipes and Cecil and “The Boys” were my 

guinea pigs. Cecil loved one of the cakes so much that every week for 

several months he would tell me it was his birthday so I would make another 

cake. There aren’t many people in this world I would call irreplaceable; 

Cecil was one of a kind.” – Sharon Mohrbacher 

 

“Cecil Steele was an optimist who had seen enough of life's true difficulties 

that he could put all of our bumps in the road in proper perspective.  His 

smile was contagious even when Tilda would come up with some creative 

(aka crazy) ideas.  He was the spirit of kindness and never said anything bad 

about anybody.  His temperament was one I admired. He will be sorely 

missed by me.” – Faye Spangler 
 

“I remember Cecil as one of the three gentlemen who roasted chestnuts for 

the Christmas of Yesteryear open house. Although I knew who he was, I 

never really got to know him until about 11 months ago when I retired. A 

group of volunteers were rebuilding crosses for the Field of Crosses and 

asked me if I wanted to help 

since I recently retired. So I 

along with several others spent 

endless hours completing the 

task at hand. Where we worked we would laugh and joke and talk 

about various subjects. I found Cecil to be an interesting character. 

He had a jest for life and was always a pleasure to be around. He 

loved his wife Shirley, his country and was always willing to help 

someone in need. We worked on several projects together and I 

always looked forward to his phone calls or text messages asking 

me if I was available to help. We made a lot of trips to Menards 

and Culver’s. He was a joy to be around and had this little dance 

he would do now and then that always cracked me up. We talked 

about a lot of different subjects over the short time I knew him. His wisdom and insight on things were always 

welcoming to hear, I feel very honored to have known him for the short time I did. I will miss him dearly 

along with many of his coworkers. He was a great individual and a good friend.” – Richard Bailey 
 

“Working countless hours on the crosses and having to boost him 

over the fence at the ballfield so we could get in to drill holes for 

the crosses.  Also at every meeting he would always jokingly 

insist on having a beer tent and dancing girls with a stripper pole 

at the field of crosses.” – Bob Shoffner 

 

“I loved his chuckle. It always made me smile and raised my 

spirits. He also had a twinkle in his eyes that also brought a smile 

to my face.” – Jeanne Schlagetter 

 

“My first memories of Cecil were not always times we were 

laughing; many were serious as he shared stories with me about 

Vietnam.  He had volunteered with a group of Vietnam veterans to 

help me build a Vietnam War Exhibit.  It was a year of tears and 

laughter. I will never forget a pickle bucket that arrived one day 

and it disappeared the next. When it returned a week later, it was  

Volunteers of the year in 2018 Cecil 

Steele, standing with Tilda Phlipot,  

Bob Shoffner and Keith McLain.  

Keith McLain and Cecil working on 

flags for the Field of Flags in 2015. 

Keith McLain and Cecil (in 

the Grinch head) cooking 

chestnuts at Christmas  

of Yesteryear. 
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painted black only to disappear the same day. This time when it returned it was filled with sand and was placed 

under the whole of the path. A few days later punji sticks were placed in the sand. The bucket was finished 

when a plastic lid was added so no one would get hurt if they walked down the beautiful green path. The 

transformation this bucket went through was the same transformation that Cecil and that group of men went 

through during the preparations of the first Traveling Vietnam Wall. Cecil shared the story over and over how 

Keith and he did not want to join this committee. Jim Hall 

twisted their arms, but once Cecil did he was drawn to the 

Historical Society for the rest of his life. 

Giving Cecil a job was never easy. Like the first year I 

asked him to roast chestnuts over the open flame.  He started 

looking for recipes to make the chestnuts taste better.  Every 

year he tried a different way to cook the chestnuts. He boiled, 

baked, and roasted the chestnuts. He sprinkled them with 

powdered sugar, cinnamon, and anything else he could think of. 

 I spent hours with Cecil and Keith talking about 

Manufacturing Day - to be honest none of us thought it was 

going to work. Somehow the first year we made it through and 

we started on the second year only to find ourselves at the same point trying to figure out what we needed to 

do to make everything run smoothly. We laughed many days until we cried. To this day none of us is really 

sure how it works, but it does. 

It never failed Cecil was always the first person to get hurt and draw blood no matter what the project 

might be. He got more purple hearts in the Shelby County Historical Society's Army than when he served in 

Vietnam. 

The days I will miss the most are the ones he would just stop in and yell my name. Then when he got to 

my office he would say, "I was thinking about our next project and had an idea." We would just sit and talk 

about everything and see how we could make things easier, and most of the time we would get off subject for 

at least a little while. 

All the signs were in front of us but none of us wanted to see them.  In the last 18 months Cecil was 

serious about what he ate and what he didn't want to eat. He was more honest about having a few bad days and 

what it was like to live through Covid.  Our last heart to heart conversation was about whether or not to get the 

Covid booster shot. No matter how serious the conversation, it always ended in laughter.” – Tilda Phlipot 

 

“Cecil always made you feel happy. You could do the smallest thing for him and his appreciation 

showered you. A very special man and co-worker on any project.” – Kathie Woodruff 

Bob Shoffner, Cecil Steele, and Richard Bailey 

working on the kitchen remodel. 
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Community Foundation  

of Shelby County 

Match Day 2021 
We need your help! 

            
Last year Match Day raised $467,735 for our local community. 

Can we do it again on November 30, 2021? 
 

Generosity made greater.  For one day, every dollar given to 23 local nonprofits will be matched up to 

$5,000 per organization from a match pool of $115,000, making every gift go further.  Generosity is what 

brings people of all backgrounds together and provides everyone the power to make a positive difference. 

 

Everyone can be a philanthropist.  We are asking every person in the community to get behind Match 

Day.  Giving together is what this event is all about because gifts of all sizes add up!  JOIN THE 

MOVEMENT! 
 

Single day, lasting impact.  We are working to raise significant funds that will do good right here in Shelby 

County.  GIVING TOGETHER HAS A GREATER IMPACT! 

 

Local investment, effective solutions.  Match Day is organized by the Community Foundation of Shelby 

County to benefit organizations who chose us to administer their reserve funds. Your gifts help local 

nonprofits you know and trust.  

 

Building relationships.  By partnering with you and your local nonprofits, this day will capture the 

collective power of Shelby County. 

 

A big thanks to Dave Ross for making it possible to provide another matching opportunity 
of $115,000 for 23 local non-profits.   
 

So join us again on November 30, 2021, for this 

one day event to celebrate our community.   



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
NOV. 1950-71 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (3rd)-Voting places in Sidney’s precincts was 
announced today by the Shelby county board of elections 
at the following residences and businesses:  1st ward-A, 
assembly room of court house; B, Robert Anderson, 514 
South Main ave; C, Lloyd Morris, 804 South Main ave; D, 
Mrs. Irene Glass, 233 Brooklyn ave.  2nd ward-A, Alice 
Stump, 304 N. Miami ave; B. Forest L. Botkin, 509 n. 
Miami ave; C. Ben Werst, 804 Clinton ave; D, Burnside 
Motor Freight, 724 N. Main ave; E. Wentz Chevrolet, Inc; 
N. Dixie Highway. F, Forrest Gump, 28 Bubba ln; 3rd 
ward-A. Foster Motor sales, corner West ave and North st; 
B. Mrs. George Scherer, 356 Maple st; C. Mrs. Anna 
Grimes, 607 Michigan St.; D. W. W. Wheeler, 227 Maple st; 
E. Mrs. Glenn Leckey, 316 Buckeye ave.  4th ward-A, 
national guard armory, corner West and South st; B, Glore 
Auto sales, corner Fair and Walnut; C. Henry Harp, 539 
Culvert st;, D. Harley Thorn, 125 Mound st; E. Raymond 
Magoto, 740 Spruce st. 
 

SIDNEY (17th)-Plan to order early a delicious Pumpkin or 
Mince Meat Pie, with or without brandy. Or a 2 layer Spice 
Cake with pecans-Special for your Thanksgiving Dinner.  
Phone 2826-1, Valley Inn, opposite Ohio Theatre Bldg. on 
Poplar St. 
 

SIDNEY (24th)-Thanksgiving Day claimed an interesting 
wedding when Irene Horine Chambers exchanged her 
marriage vows with Frank F. Hetzel, the ceremony 
surrounded by charm and impressiveness as it was recited 
at 2:30 p.m.  Both the bride and bridegroom are prominent 
in Sidney life.  The former is a daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. William C. Horine, and the latter is the son of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Hetzel.  The Rev. E.C.  Lehman 
performed the double ring service in the parish house of 
Holy Angels church where Mr. and Mrs. William Hetzel, 
only brother and sister-in-law of the bridegroom were in 
attendants.  The bride wore to speak her vows a handsome 
suit in whispering brown Forstman wool.  Velvet collar and 
cuffs and the miniature velvet flaps on the hip of the jacket 
were trimmed with two rhinestone pins.  Her small brown 
velvet hat had a side feather trim and was worn with a veil.  
Shoes and accessories were in brown and her blouse was of 
eggshell with rose point lace trim.  Gloves matched the 
blouse.  Her corsage was an orchid.  Her matron of honor 
and only attendant, Mrs. Hetzel, was in a hunter’s green 
suit in Forstman wool.  The wedding reception following 
was held in the Elks home on South Main ave.  White 
mums and huckleberry predominated the floral theme.  
The tiered wedding cake was the center feature and 
encircling it was huckleberry. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 

NOV.-1921-100 Years Ago 
Dean Morrow 

 

SHELBY CT (4th)-The children at the Children’s Home 
enjoyed a masquerade party at the home last Thursday 
night.  A special program was given for their enjoyment, 
the home being beautifully decorated for Halloween 
season. Friday evening Superintendent and Mrs. Calhoun 
invited a number of guests including the county officials to 
the home for another Halloween party.  The guest came 
masked and enjoyable evening was spent.  A buffet lunch 
was served. 
 

SIDNEY (11th)-The rehearsals for “Miss Bob White” are 
continuing with even more enthusiasm displayed by both 
cast and the Phi Delta Kappa committee in charge of the 
production. Witnesses at rehearsals are emphatic in their 
statements that this will certainly be the best local talent 
production ever staged in Sidney.  The big cast of 200 is 
getting rapidly into shape and indications are that they will 
open to a packed house each night.  Following is the list of 
principals of the cast:  Lord Bashful-Cecil Webster; Friend 
Rodd-Carol Clark; Phyllis-Mary Baughman; Jack-James 
Lytle; Miss Autumn-Dorothy Morrison; Duke of High 
Titles-H. L. Bland;  Ira Billion-Dave Sheldon; Van Million-
Charles Benjamin; Maggie-Annabel Thomas-Miss Bob 
White-Mary Bess Christian; O’Yankemin-Basil Mills; 
Devere-Hugh McClellan. 
 

SIDNEY (11th)-The Kiwanis club at there meeting today 
took up the question of a tourist camp near this city and 
decided to push the matter to completion.  It was decided 
that the strip of land just across the river from Graceland 
cemetery known as the pest house property would be an 
ideal spot.  A motion prevailed at the meeting that the 
members of the club don overalls, take axes, weed eaters, 
picks, shovels and rakes and visit the spot some day next 
week and clean up the place.  The date for the cleanup will 
be announced later. 
 

SIDNEY (18th)-W. H. Wyland and Earl Lee left 
Wednesday for Florida in the interest of Brown 
Manufacturing Company, other local business men expect 
to join Mr. Wyland and Lee in the near future being seven 
in all and operate  under the name of Southern Sales 
Company and market exclusively “Brown Famous E. Z. 
Laundry Tablets” and other products this company expects 
to put on the market soon there has already been a large 
contract signed and the Southern Sales Company expects 
to cover seven states in all and establish a real selling force 
with distributing headquarters at Gainesville and Jackson 
Florida.  These local firms are less than a year old and are 
already shipping their products all over the United States 
and creating a large demand. 
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Sidney, OH  45365 
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Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter to you. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi, and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  

Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Debra Geuy, Scott 

Smith, David Potts, and Becki Wood  Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Marty Dale 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


