ewsletter of the Shelby County Historical Soci

==

" Noveriber 2022 Edition

&

e

EXPERIENCE

SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Brent and Helen Umsted, Sidney, OH
Steve and Penny Elsner, Sidney, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Match Day
November 29, 2022

The Shelby County Historical Society will be participating
again in Match Day, which will be held on Tuesday, November 29,
2022. This year, the focus of our Match Day funds is going to be
preservation of the Ross Historical Center. In July, the staff realized the
glass in the North Street door was under great stress; the lead around
the glass was deteriorating. On this particular sunny morning the staff
could see light between the lead and the glass. Jane Bailey quickly
located a company in Tipp City who conserves leaded windows. The
window was removed from the door and replaced with Plexiglas. The
conservator shared with Jane that leaded glass was good for about 70
years. Several factors cause lead to deteriorate faster. Knowing that our
original door was installed in 1902, we became aware that we are on
borrowed time since our leaded glass is over 120 years old. It is our
hope that Match Day will provide us with the funds to re-lead the glass
in our front door and then find a conservator to re-lead our stained-
glass window in the main stair case of the Ross Center. Last year we
used our funds to offset the cost of some of the technology in the
Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center along with repairing
the columns on the Ross Center and re-leading the door glass.
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OHIO LOCAL
‘ HISTORY ALLIANCE

Inspire. Connect. Educate.

We are pleased to announce that the Ohio Local History Alliance has recognized
the Shelby County Historical Society for the Field of Crosses and Vietnam Wall hosted in
2021, an outstanding contribution to the field of local history in Ohio in the category of
“Public Programming.”

The award was presented to Tilda Phlipot on Saturday, October 1st during the
Ohio Local History Alliance Annual Meeting.
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VOLUNTEERS .

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”

hidden clues for October: September Volunteer Info:
Newport 27th-Rt 36 doesn’t go through 75 Volunteers
Newport 423 Hours

Sidney 13th-Magic By Harry
The clues were found by:

Mark Deam and John Laws

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
September:
Mary Putnam
Mark Schlagetter

The clue will be found ONLY in the “Out of the .
Past” section. Congratulations! Thank you to all our

volunteers! We depend on you! In
September, 3432 people
participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Community Foundation of Shelby County

Match Day
November 29, 2022

Last year, Match Day raised $658,831 for our local community.
We need your help to make this happen again!

Generosity made greater. For one day, every dollar given to 25 local nonprofits will be
matched up to $5,000 per organization from a match pool of $125,000, making every gift go
further. Generosity brings people of all backgrounds together and provides everyone the
power to make a positive difference.

Everyone can be a philanthropist. Giving together is what this event is all about, because
gifts of all sizes add up! This is your invitation to support community-wide efforts, because
you can be a philanthropist too.

Single day, lasting impact. We are working to raise significant funds that will be returned to
each participating charity to do good right here in Shelby County. GIVING TOGETHER
HAS A GREATER IMPACT!

Local investment, effective solutions. Match Day is organized by the Community
Foundation of Shelby County to benefit organizations who chose us to administer their
reserve funds. Your gifts help local nonprofits you know and trust.

Building relationships. By partnering with you and your local nonprofits, this day will
capture the collective power of Shelby County.

A big thanks to Dave Ross for making it possible to provide another matching
opportunity of $125,000 for 25 local non-profits.

Go to commfoun.com and click on Match Day
or click on the QR Code for ways to contribute.

Make Checks Payable to:
dz Community Foundation of Shelby County
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Recently, one of the Lady Justice statues was
removed from her plinth at the Shelby County
Courthouse to be inspected and repaired. After standing
watch over the courthouse square-for over a century, she
and her identical counterparts have reached the point.in
their lifetimes where a facelift is necessary to insure their
durability for many more years to come. Upon her
removal, workers discovered Lady Justice rested over a
wooden beam with a strange symbol carved into it. Just
what was this odd marking and what were its intentions?

Hexafoils in the United States

Across many New England'states, home owners
have ‘uncovered strange symbols carved into wood
beams, doorways, and windows. Known by some as
“witches.marks,” they were meant to ward off evil spirits
from attempting to enter the house via the most
vulnerable points - doorways, windows, and chimneys.
One of the most-apotropaic (having the power to avert
evil influence and bad luck) symbols found is that of a
hexafoil. Also known' as a daisy wheel, six-pointed
rosette, and most recently called the “seed of life,” this
circular symbol with interlinked arcs can trace its roots
back to Mycenean Greece in 1600 BC.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, it was
common practice to place symbols such as this in places
that were viewed as needing protection from witchcraft.
Churches, homes, safe boxes/chests—.and graves
commonly boasted this circular symbol with its six
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petals. Often, the pattern was left [Fig g
incomplete for whatever reason. S
Many barns alsocontained this |
symbol, as seen by this example §
of a barn door from “Suffolk, §
England. The Pennsylvania Dutch &
also boasted similar practices and
beliefs as many of their barns 'S
often feature “hex signs” similar j§

in appearance to this geometric {|&
pattern.

Medieval and Gothic
Architecture

In medieval England, the
hexafoil | pattern was used as a
symbol of protection in many churches, placed on the
interior and exterior. It was often associated with the sun
and could have been used to invoke Christ’s protection
and dispel darkness as he was also associated with the
sun.” Examples of this symbol have been found on
English baptismal fonts from as-early as the 11th century.

The hexafoil was also an
element widely used in gothic
architecture. Many stained glass
windows in churches are based
on this design of six or seven
overlapping circles, as well as
the design of .six -elongated
hexagons which form a six-
pointed star in the center.

Why the Courthouse?

After learning more about the hexafoil design,
one is left wondering how it came to be carved on part of
the Shelby County Courthouse built in the 1880s.
Perhaps one of the workers was superstitious and felt the
building could use some extra protection from evil
spirits? For whatever reason, the incomplete hexafoil
uncovered beneath Lady Justice® was placed there
intentionally, most likely drawn with a carpenter’s or
engraver’s compass. While it is possible that it is just a
random carpenter’s mark, especially since the
Courthouse boasts a plethora of 6 petaled windows, it
doesn’t hurt to think of it as an extra layer of protection!




Upcoming Lectures

Meet the author and book signing
November 17, 2022, at 7:00 pm at the Ross Center.

Ken Serey lives outside Tipp City in Miami County. He has had the great [ ) 92
honor of meeting many veterans during his career representing video magnifiers for } whats ,I!‘S?RESYtOVY —
the visually impaired. Typically, the people he met were senior citizens and so T -

often they were WWII veterans. Fortunately, he was able to hear their war stories
and personal accounts of their times in the 1940s and after.

Ken decided to put these stories into a book. These veterans, both men and
women, are from our great State of Ohio. The book follows them in the order or
timeline of the war. The reader can follow Ohioans' tales from being captured and
imprisoned in Europe prior to the U.S. involvement, to the attack on Pearl Harbor,
the huge enlistment, D-Day, Battle of the Bulge, Hiroshima bombing, and of
course, all the battles throughout that continued until V-J Day.

These stories are captured in a conversational tone and uncover some lost
softhearted accounts along with the horrors of the war. Ken has been fortunate to
build up friendships with many individuals from the Greatest Generation, including
his friend "Boots" Geuy from Rosewood.
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Wednesday, November 30, 2022, at 7 p.m. at the Ross Center

Doug Millhoff, retired President and Chief Executive Officer
of Mutual Federal Savings and Loan, will share how Mutual was
able to survive the many trials and tribulations of the last 100 years
of the banking system.

Mutual Federal in Sidney marked its 100th Anniversary in
2022. Millhoff’s presentation will explain Mutual Federal’s
revolutionary success and how it was achieved through innovative
leadership from the board and administration.

During his presentation he will share some of these behind-
the-scenes decisions. For example: As the interest rates in the 1980°s
sky rocketed, many Savings and Loan institutions found themselves
being forced to close their doors, but Mutual made some hard
decisions and narrowly escaped closure itself. Doug Millhoff was
inducted in the Sidney High School Hall of Fame in 2013.

Photo: Doug Millwood is sharing a picture of Mutual Federal Savings
and Loan board of directors.
Front-L to R—Dorl Middleton, Walter Bumgardner Chairman
of the Board, Dorothy Morrison CEO and on the board for 43 years
Back-L to R—Clyde Millwood, Marvin Woodruff, and Chief
Executive Officer Douglas Millhoff




PIONEER DAY 2022
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; e , por's: o Pioneer Tools: Gary Luthman
Quilting: Students volunteers Tin Smithing: Richard Bailey taught taught children about the tools
helped teach how to hand students how to use a hammer, nail that were used by pioneers.

stitch fabric together. and can lid to create a decorative 4 1
piece of tin.
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More than 700 4th graders from
the county and city schools gathered in
early October to experience many
different facets of Pioneer Living.

Thanks to over 170 volunteers,
this instructive day was another success
for SCHS’s Educational programming.

Native American Games:

| pple Butter: Harry Bowan

Duane Mullen taught students
taught the students how apple Photos by }111 ow a c:)lrn coblzl%l d feather
butter is made over an open fire Sharon Mokrbacher W
) were used as a game and to
teach about hunting.
- i - .

Downtown 3rd Grade Tours

On September 29, 2022, the Shelby County
Historical Society partnered with Shelby County
United Way, POWER, the Spot Restaurant and
Northwood Intermediate School for a walking tour
of Downtown Sidney to reinforce the third-grade
Social Studies local history curriculum. SCHS|™=
volunteers Dave and Nancy Russell, Jane Jones,
Linda DeVelvis, and Faye Spangler, used enlarged
historical photos to share with students how
downtown Sidney has developed over the last 200
years. Thanks to the Shelby County
Commissioners and Chris Roediger, students were
able to tour the old jail. Students also toured
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Association, and
the Monumental Building. Lunch was provided
for students, school staff, and volunteers by the
Shelby County United Way and POWER.




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1957-NOVEMBER-1947
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT. (11TH)-Several hundred Grangers from
Shelby county will be among the 15,000 persons who will
be awarded the seventh degree, highest in the Grange, at
the national Grange convention in Columbus Thursday
night. Shelby county has the distinction of have a local
woman serve as a state officer — Mrs. Harry A. Heintz, of
Maplewood, is chairman of the home economics
committee. The county’s unique Shelby county Grange
chorus will appear on the national Grange program at a
memorial service to be held at 8 PM.

MARRIAGE LICENSE-Edward Gruebymeyer Jr.,
Sidney, and Mildred E. Schroer, Sidney, Rev. Gerhold
officiating...Frederick Egbert, Kettlerville, and Louise M.
McGowan, Jackson Center, Rev. Kettler to marry them.

SIDNEY (21s)-Among the new books at the Sidney
public library as announced by Miss Miriam Ginn, librarian
are:  Over At Uncle Joe'’s by Oriana Atkinson; Bebind The
Silken Curtain by Bartley C. Crum; We Live In the Artic by
Constance and Harman Helmericks; American Memoir by
Henry S, Canby; Postcards by Annie Proulx; Adversary In The
House by lrving Stone; The Bright Promise by Richard
Sherman; Way Of Life by Arthur Hamilton Gibbs.

SIDNEY (24™)-Multi-colored gladioli, greenery and tall
gleaming candles fused to make a charming setting in the
Shaare Zeder synagogue in Lima for the wedding Sunday
night at 7PM of Miss Lilly Wall, second daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. Louis Wall of Celina, and Leo Kastner, son of Mr. &
Mrs. Jacob Kastner, of 213 Bon Air drive, Sidney. The
bride chose to wear an aqua satin dinner frock, the color
enhancing her loveliness. The gown had a drop peplum
with a pegged style at the hips and the neckline was
mandarin style. Three hundred and fifty guests were
welcomed for a reception following the vows, the guests
received in the recreation room of the synagogue. The
newlyweds left on a honey-moon trip to Chicago, IlL

SIDNEY (26TH)-Fickle Dame Nature accommodated
with starts of feathery snow today to create a yuletide
mood as business houses throughout the area prepared for
their formal Christmas opening on Friday and Saturday.
Once again, the city will echo with beautiful, familiar
Christmas carols which will float down from an amplifier at
the courthouse. A nativity scene will be constructed in the
courtyard soon under the direction of A. N. Hemmert,
designer of the tableau. Wally Masteller Jr., chairman of
the decorating committee and his aides in planning the
decorations are Ralph Wiessinger, Adolph Thoma ]r.,
Ralph Monroe, Joseph Belser, Richard Quelhorst, H. A.
Blake, and J. Russell Smith.

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
1922-NOVEMBER-100 YEARS AGO
Compiled By Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (319)-The Winifred Haslup Memorial Chime, gift
of Dr. Clyde M. Gearhart to the First M. C. church of
Sidney, in memory of his wife, are now being installed.
They will be formally dedicated, Sunday afternoon, Nov. 5
at 4PM. An appropriate vesper will be rendered by the
church choir with Mrs. J. Herbert Hood of Cleveland as
vocalist. On Sunday morning of the same day at 10:30AM,
the choir of the church will present their gift of a new
Weber Grand Piano which will be used in the auditorium
of the church to accompany the pipe organ. The addition
of these two special features to the musical equipment of
this church will greatly advance its service to the
community, and will cause it to rank among the best of the
state in high class music.

The masquerade party given by Miss Ruth Inskeep at her
home on Poplar street Friday evening was enjoyed by the
following guests, Misses Catherine Green, Dorothy and
Genova Strahlem, Pauline Chaney, Ruth Cronley, Ruth
Pence, Leneda Werst, Katheryn Snyder, Georganna
McClure, Thelma Edwards, Thelma Fansler, Kathetrine
Johnston, Messts. Leo Routh, Wabel Stiles, Edward Kelly,
Claude Green, Justin Time, Bernard Roberts, Walter
Etherington, Plez Gastineau, Joe Collier, Don Potter,
Richard Eicher, Ben Gay, Joe Swain and Myron Snyder.
Halloween games, music and dancing were the pleasures.
During the enjoyable hours a tempting menu was served.

FT. LORAMIE-Ft. Loramie was the scene of a big
Democratic rally Saturday night being estimated that a least
3000 people were in from the surrounding county to attend
the meeting. Great enthusiasm was prevalent everywhere
giving evidence to the fact that McLean township will
return a big cote for the Democratic ticket at the election
on November 7. The meeting was held at Brucken’s hall.

SHELBY COUNTY (17TH)-The Cosmos Club met at
the home of Mrs. Homer Spence Tuesday evening. Mrs.
Herman Enders read an interesting paper on “The History
of Steel.”. The Cynthian township farm bureau will hold
their regular meeting evening Nov. 21 at Orange school
house. Opysters, sandwiches and peanuts will be served. If
you are oyster hungry be sure and come and get a big bowl
of rich oyster soup: Tell your neighbors.

RUSSIA (24™)-A demonstration of the new type
“Patrol” truck, specially designed for keeping roads in
repair, will be given at Russia, Shelby County beginning at
8:30 Saturday Nov. 25 and lasting through the day. It is
specially desired that all Township Trustees and others
interested in good roads to be present to see the practical
working of this modern truck. Come early.
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Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society SIDII,\II;EIQ{MIOTH#A;?%S
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz,

Scott Smith, Darlene Roll and Teresa Ditmer Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
John and Kathy Amos Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve and Peg Baker Michael and Jane Jones
Bent Finger Foundation Paul and Linda Keller

Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc

John Coffield Lochard, Inc.

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

Detailed Machining, Inc. Minster Bank

David and Linda DeVelvis John and Marilyn Minton
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Dave and Sandy Monnin
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Thomas Faulkner Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
William and Karen Feth Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Ferguson Construction Glen and Vanis Phillips

Flinn Veterinary Clinic Matilda Phlipot

Freshway Foods Bill Ragon

Barbara Blake Geuy Ron & Nita’s

Mindy Geuy Dave Ross

Matt and Julie Gilardi Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.

David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Robert Sargeant

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




