
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

 and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Jerold Smith, DeGraff, OH 

Danita Keith, Sidney, OH 

LaTrisha Reed, Sidney, OH 

Carl and Ginny Mertz, Sidney, OH 

Doug Hembrey, Manassas, VA 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

November 2024 Edition 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Photo with Santa-1st is FREE (1 per family) 

Decorate Gingerbread Houses,  

Create Ornaments, and Popcorn & Chestnuts 

roasted on an open fire 

 

115 W. North St. 

Toy train display 

Woodcarving demonstrations 

Saturday, December 7th, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

The Shelby County Historical Society’s  

Christmas of Yesteryear 
O P E N  H O U S E 

25th Annual 

Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Ave., Sidney 
 

Wallace Family  

Learning and 

Innovation Center 

115 W. North St., Sidney 

SCHS wins 30th Award in 28 Years 
Ohio Local History Alliance Award - History Outreach Awards 

recognize outstanding projects that have educational content, that have 
contributed to the promotion and understanding of local and state history, and that 
have had an impact on the community– in other words, projects that inspired, 
connected, and educated the audiences to local history. We are required to explain 
why this project represents an exceptional achievement for our organization 
making sure to demonstrate how it goes beyond normal programming.  

Our award was in Public Programming which includes, but is not limited 
to, school programs, workshops, tours, and lectures. Programs are judged on their 
historical and educational value and on their implementation. Award nominations 
must contain materials a written description and photographs of the program. This 
year’s award is for “Happy 100th Birthday Big 4 Bridge” which happened last 
October.   
 No big anniversary celebration is complete without a round of 
beautiful fireworks. Other elements of the celebration included a music 
performance by a local youth choir and the Senior Center singers, with a 
DJ providing music in between. A ceremony was held featuring local 
public officials. A Traveling Museum was present with local author Scott 
Trostel inside selling his recent book titled The Great Miami River Valley 
Realignment Projects on the C.H. & D. and Big Four Railroads in Shelby 
and Logan Counties. 

Local artist Mila Hamilton also set up a tent featuring artwork of 
the Big Four Bridge. Chicken dinners from the Bridge restaurant 
completely sold out between presale tickets and those bought the day of the 
event. And of course, what celebration is complete without free cake and 
ice cream?  Despite the gloomy and wet weather, we estimated that close to 
2,500 people attended the event. 
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Volunteers 

September Volunteer Info: 
74 Volunteers 

576 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  
winners for September: 

 

Cathy Clayton 
Charlie Clayton 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In 

September,  2324 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for October: 

 

1924-Sidney-9th Minnie Minoso 
1954-Funds-Cynthian ($34.22) wrong 

amount 
The clues were found by: 

 

Judy Harp 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the “Out of the 
Past” section.  

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
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 When Match Day started a few years ago, none of us expected the impact it would actualy make on 
local non-profits.  Year after year the SCHS has been enormously blessed by the community with their 
donations for Match Day.  
 Last year when I was asked how the SCHS would be using Match Day 2023 donations, I indicated a 
need for an unbudgeted maintenance project.  When we moved into the Ross Historical Center in May 1999, 
the upstairs window over the kitchen sink had been replaced and it looked beautiful, but the outside of the 
building had not been resided.  As the years have passed the wood that held up the window has been exposed 
to the weather and was starting to show extreme deterioration. No one knew for sure how long it would be 
before the window would fall to the ground.   
 Match Day 2023 was slated to repair this window and to side part of the west wall.  While Midwest 
Maintenance Inc. was doing their site evaluation, it was suggested the upstairs dormers needed to be sided and 
windows replaced. Jamie of Midwest Maintenance Inc. was in agreement with that suggestion. Then he 
presented a concern that no one was prepared to hear. The chimney at the back of the Ross Center was ready to 
collapse, two more chimneys were in need of restoration and a couple more windows in the attic needed to be 
restored.  The project budget went from $17,000 to over $110,000. 
 It became very evident that it would take a couple years of Match Day donations to cover the cost of 
this renovation. Old buildings need to have a solid top.  These repairs will allow the Ross Historical Center to 
stand strong for another twenty years when she will probably need a new roof.  The SCHS Board of Trustees 
wants to thank the community for their past support.  Know that your continued support through a Match Day 
2024 donation will help the Society’s efforts in maintaining and restoring the Ross Historical Center. 
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Close up of the work that needed to be done.  All 
of three chimney’s were in need of repair as well 

as all of the dormers and attic windows. 

A power lift was used for  
safety and easy access to  

the chimneys and dormers. 

A glimpse under the siding on 
the west side.  The wood under 
the kitchen window (left side) 

was totally deteriorated.   

The finished product! This 
also fixed the massive 

amount of wind that used to 
blow through the window. 

Before After 

The dormers on the east  
end of the Ross Center. 
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November 2024 
 
 We are partnering again with the Community Foundation of Shelby County for 
Match Day 2024 and we need your help to get all $5,000 of available matching 
money! Your Match Day gift will be used for additional building maintenance. 
 
To give to us through Match Day: 
 Make your tax deductible gift payable to: 

   Community Foundation of Shelby County 
 
 Send it with the enclosed donation form (it really helps in processing your gift) 
or note on your check’s memo line: MATCH/SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
  
 Gifts (check or cash) will be accepted by mail, or you can drop them off any 
time between November 8th through December 3rd  (Credit Card Gifts are only 
accepted on December 3rd at the www.commfoun.com Donate page) 
 
 Mail To: Community Foundation of Shelby County 
                 100 S. Main Ave., Suite 303 
                   Sidney, OH  45365 
    
 Gifts will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $5,000 per participating 
organization. Any gifts earmarked for a participating organization in excess of the 
$5,000 match will be sent to that organization.  
 

 In order to receive a match, a check must be made payable to: Community 
Foundation of Shelby County and be received by the Community Foundation on 
or before December 3, 2024. Please send a completed donation form (provided) with 
your gift. 
 
 Thank you for your help to receive all of the matching dollars being offered. 
Remember, all gifts must be received by Match Day, Tuesday, December 3rd. 

 



 

Pioneer Day 2024 
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Photos by 
  Tilda Phlipot 

More than 600 4th graders from the county and city schools gathered in early October  
to experience many different facets of Pioneer Living.  Thanks to 170 volunteers,  
this instructive day was another success for SCHS’s Educational programming. 

Jim Perry 
teaches 
kids about 
farm tools  
and industries. 

Linda DeVelvis 
teaches about 
quilting. 

Katie Lentz 
attends the 

apple sauce 
station. 

Justen Aselage 
covers the 

importance of 
wetlands. 

Gary Bonifas 
explains how Native 

Americans used 
simple games with 

children to teach 
them to hunt. 

Students 
crank the 
press to make 
apple cider. 

Jim Smith watches as 
students figure out how 
to pack a wagon for 
pioneer transportation. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
Nov.  1924  100 Yrs. Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

HOUSTON (7th)-Hello Grand Pa.  Jody Wick, became 
grandpa the 4th inst.  Let us wish the best to Eddie 
Simmons and family...The John Emert home was one of 
the most pleasant, places Sunday Nov. 3rd, and some half 
hundred will bear us out in the remark for on that date 
some 40 kin, brothers, sisters, grand chaps etc., assembled 
at the Emert home in honor of the 50th birthday 
anniversary…That it was a narrow escape from a real fire at 
the W. L. Flinn home Monday evening, is sure fact.  The 
Flinn family had gone out for the evening and left the lamp 
burning and in some unaccountable manner the lamp 
exploded. This must have occurred near 9 p.m. for when 
they returned, shortly after that hour they were horrified to 
find their home filled with smoke, burning portions of 
woodwork, paper etc.  They were horrified to find this 
condition upon their return and deem themselves fortunate 
that it was no worse. The blaze was confined strictly to one 
room, the kitchen and in this the marks are very plain.  Had 
there been the slightest draft, then other homes north of 
them would, without doubt have suffered entire loss as the 
wind was from the south and quite active at that hour. 
 

USA (13TH)-Each year at this time attention is called by 
postal authorities’ thru-out the country to the approaching 
holidays and the general rush of things that automatically 
go with this period, especially in all the lines of the postal 
system.  Soon every post office in the country will be 
swamped with mail of all kinds and descriptions, though 
the bulk of the postal traffic will not appear before a few 
days prior to Christmas. Buy your forever stamps now.  
That this last-minute deluge may be at least partially 
overcome, the post office department requests the co-
operation of the public in the handling of the mails at this 
time, and asks that holiday mail be dispatched as speedily as 
possible. 
 

SIDNEY-Ruth, the seven-year-old daughter of Judge and 
Mrs. E. F. Short, was knocked down by an auto driven by 
George. Billings, the young son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Billings, while she was walking across Ohio avenue at the 
North street corner, Sunday morning at 10:30 o’clock.  She 
was returning home from Sunday school at the time.  She 
fell backwards striking the side of her head on the brick 
street and was rendered unconscious.  The machine did not 
run over her.  Mrs. And Mrs. Billings were in the auto at 
the time.  The little girl was carried to the office of Dr. M. 
F. Hussey, where she remained in an unconscious 
condition for about two hours.  She was later taken home 
where she is still in serious condition. 

Out o f  the Past 
SIDNEY DAILY NEWES 

Nov. 1954 70 Yrs. Ago 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (1st)-With this being the eve of election day, 
we’ve called time on our regular sports routine to implore 
our readers to exercise one of their most precious 
privileges – of voting as American citizens.  Certainly, we 
don’t propose to go into the individual candidates on the 
ticket, for this happens to be the greatest democracy in a 
free world, and we are leaving them up to the ‘people’s 
choice.’  But there are some issues on the ballot that we are 
stumpin’ for with the most notable of these revolving 
around an insignificant half-mill levy for the city recreation.  
As we explained several days back, this pays the freight on 
the city’s outstanding recreation program, which operates 
throughout the summer months under the direction of 
Wayne Gibson.  However, regardless of what we say here 
won’t help the half-mill portion of the bill unless you get 
out and assert your approval at the polls.  So whatever 
you’ve got to do tomorrow don’t forget to vote.  ZACH 
CRUSEY. 
 

SIDNEY (2nd)-Home from travels abroad is Mrs. Joseph 
G. Wagner and daughter, Miss Idy Wagner.  They arrived 
back at their home in Bon Air after having spent a 
delightful and interesting two months on a Marion year 
tour through Europe.  They had two audiences with Pope 
Pius XII.  Switzerland was a breathtaking ride over the San 
Gahdard Pass in the Alps; Spain; a bull fight in Madrid 
Portugal, driving through the Pyrenees Mountains and saw 
Fatima. Other sites were the lakes of Killarney, the Temple 
of Tolerance, kissing the Blarney Stone.  They made the 
trip over on the Italian liner “Andrea Doria and came 
home on the SS America.  Mr. Wagner met them in New 
York and the family flew back to Sidney Ohio home to be 
with daughter Toni and son Mike. 
 

SIDNEY (3rd)-.Election day yesterday was special to Mrs. 
Wallace W. Masteller, Jr. of 326 South Miami avenue-she 
cast her first American ballot.  Little more than a month 
ago she received her naturalization papers and was happy 
to begin enjoying the privileges they bring, appreciating 
fully that of the vote.  She voted in precinct C of First 
Ward in the Lowell School.  That first vote of hers was cast 
near the end of the day, when her husband arrived home to 
be with their family while she was away.  Mrs. Masteller is a 
native of Nice, France, where her parents now reside, 
returning to their home there after being located in North 
Africa for a number of years.  Her name was Miss Jeanne 
Butterlin before her marriage with Captain Wallace W. 
Masteller in 1946.  He was released from U.S. army duty 
that year and they came to Sidney to reside. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh 
Maurer.    Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey  
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Phil Abbott 
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean and Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Mike and Sandy Nevin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Jim and Mary Perry 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 

Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep  
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


