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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Welcome
New Members:

Dr. Mac Hall, Mishawaka, IN
Michael Jamieson, Springfield, OH
Dorothy Davidson, Sidney, OH
Jean Michael, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Life
$500 Individual
$1,000 Family

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Dear Members:

December brings a close of another fabulous year at the Shelby
County Historical Society. WOW who would have believed that the
Shelby County Historical Society would have been honored again by the
Ohio Local History Alliance with a History Outreach Award for
“Honoring Those Who Served.” This is the 10th award the Society has
received in the last eleven years. It is hard to believe that we did four
major exhibits at the Ross Center, each of which were visited by over 850
people.

In January “Coming to America” focused on why immigrants
traveled from Europe to America. In April “Lets Remember Why the
Civil War Began 150 Years Ago” gave us a chance to explore the
contributions Shelby County made to our country during the Civil War.
“How 9/11 Changed Our Lives Forever” brought to life that an event
hundreds of miles from Sidney still shook our very foundation.
“Christmas of YesterYear” lets us end our year on the happiest of notes.
It lets us remember that life over the past 235 years since the United States
was founded, has seen both good and bad times. But Americans have
been able to weather the storm and come out on the other side stronger
and proud of their community.

Our “Just for Kids” programming had another great year
partnering with every school in Shelby County. Our award winning
programs “Coming to America,” “Civil War Education Day,” and
“Pioneer Day” continue to receive high evaluations from both teachers
and students. The highlight of the year was taking Central Elementary
School to Tawawa Park to study how the Miami River effected the
economic growth of Sidney, Ohio along with providing transportation,
food, and power for early industries.

The Society enjoyed partnering with Dorothy Love Retirement
Center, the Sidney/Shelby County YMCA, the Shelby County Libraries,
the Lockington Methodist Church Military Ministries and all local
veterans organizations to host a USO Show. Proceeds from this event
provided Christmas packages for all Shelby County soldiers who are
stationed overseas.

The economic times that Shelby County and the country is
experiencing may be unprecedented. For the first time the Shelby
County Historical Society will begin a new year without any funding
from the City of Sidney or the Shelby County Commissioners. It is up to
the community and our membership to help us maintain the financial
resources needed to continue the operations of the Ross Historical
Center and all its programming. We hope that during your year end
giving that you will consider making a special donation to the Shelby
County Historical Society.




Limited Edition Crock

This crock has been specially
created by the Alpine Pottery
Company for the Shelby County
Historical Society.

This crock will be in limited
supply. Each crock is hand
decorated. The crocks are 6.5” tall
with a diameter of 6.5”.

They are special order only and
will take 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

The cost is $50 each.

retain your copy.

Help?

We are looking for photos of Camp Brookside. Any photo that
you may have of Brookside would be greatly appreciated. You
can email them to Jennifer at shelbyhistory3@embargmail.com
or you can stop by our office and we can scan the photo so you

Thank you, Jennifer Gariety
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues this month:

Jackson Center (19th) Two hundred and sixty

hank yoy,,

VOLUNTEERS

years ago we first celebrated Thanksgiving—
Thanksgiving was first proclaimed by the
Continental Congress in 1777.
2. Sidney (22nd) The Spot catered for the
Knights of Columbus — The Spot didn’t start
catering until the 1950s.

The clues were found by:
Barb Ditmer, Nancy Roettger,
Dr. Phil Valentine,
i Judy Fogt, Pat Francis,
\) and Mark Deam.

The clue will be found ONLY in
the “Out of the Past” section.

October Volunteer Info:
250 Volunteers
1288 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for October:
Marianne Helmlinger and
Farrel Kaplin

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In October, 1954 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Oeteber

was a busy month for the

Shelby County Historical Society

) . ) Jody Prater packing a box
Dr. Albert Dickas came to the Ross Center to sign his latest for the soldiers overseas using items

book “The Eclectic Pen of William Binkley” donated to the USO Show.

We had well over 500
Trick or Treaters’ on
October 22. Rich
Wallace, Anne and
Dean Morrow and
Sharon Mohrbacher

passed out candy to
the kiddies.




wﬁGilardi named Historian of the Year

F
l I ) On Thursday, November 17, 2011, the
; <#% | Shelby County Historical Society hosted their
annual “Home for the Holidays Dinner” at the
|| Great Stone Castle.

The evening not only celebrated the start of
the Christmas season but it also allowed the youth
of Shelby County to shine as bright as the Star of
Bethlehem. Youth from the Anna National Honor
Society served a Victorian meal while a group of
Lehman High School students strolled throughout
Great Stone Castle singing Christmas carols.

Richard Wallace, president of the Shelby
County Historical Society, welcomed guests and
offered a prayer of thanksgiving. Tilda Phlipot,
Director of the Shelby County Historical Society,

Rich Wallace and Tilda Phlipot
along with Julie Gilardi the winner
of this year’s Historian Award

reviewed some of the events of the past year.

Society members Jim and Brenda Hall, Tim Bickel, and Drew and Debbie Barber were presented
gift certificates by Phlipot for the numerous hours they donate to the society writing the “Out of the Past”
column for the Sidney Daily News.

In the absence of Michael Barhorst, Mayor of Sidney, Phlipot read a Proclamation naming board
member Julie Gilardi Shelby County Historical Society’s “Historian of the Year.” The Proclamation
honored Gilardi for her contributions for the “Just for Kids” program, sharing her time and talents to
research, write, and present Cemetery and Ghost Tours. Her knowledge and physical effort in creation
and organization of the “Coming to America,” “Honoring Those Who Served,” “How 9/11 Changed Our
Lives Forever,” and “Lets Remember Why the Civil War Began 150 Years Ago.” For her work to help
foster the writing skills of Shelby County students by editing the book “History Cloaked in Mystery” and
other publications.

Wallace commented that Gilardi is a perfect example of someone who shared her time and talents
with the community without expecting special recognition.




Dinner participants enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and conversations
surrounded by the beautiful Victorian décor of the Great Stone Castle.

A group of Lehman students sang Christmas

One of the many beautifully carols as guests enjoyed a Victorian dinner.

decorated trees that grace the
rooms of the Great Stone Castle.




Christmas Shop with us for unique gifts
found only at the Ross Center.

Books Available:

Blue Swan

Botkins History Book

Civil War Women

Eclectic Pen of William Binkley
Grandpa’s Ride

Heart of a Warrior

History Cloaked in Mystery
History of Shelby County Villages
Ingenuity in a Can

Laura’s Children

Miami & Eris Canal Book

Never Let That Spirit Die
Pioneer Church

Postcard Book

River Adventure

SHS Football Book
Their Buildings Now
Treasure Chest Series
Turp & Erb

Voices from the Past Volume 11
Wilderness to Prosperity
Win

Have someone that is hard to shop for?
Consider purchasing a Membership to the
Shelby County Historical Society!
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
125 Years Ago-1886-December
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (3RP) — Administrator’s Sale — The undersigned
will offer for sale at public auction at the livery barn, on
North street, in Sidney, Ohio, late the business place of
John T. Morton, deceased, on the 6% day of December, A.
D. 1886, the goods and chattels of said decreased,
consisting in part of 11 head of horses, 8 single buggies, 1
phaeton, 1 buckboard, 1 hack, 4 sleighs, 2 carriages, 1
surrey, 5 buffalo robes, 4 goat robes, 13 lap robes, 6 sets
double harness, 7 set single harness, and other articles too
numerous to mention. Sale to commence at 10 A.M.
Terms: Purchases amounting to three dollars or less to be
paid in cash; above that sum notes at nine months with two
good sureties will be taken. No credit cards accepted. E.
L. Hoskins. Admr. Of John T. Morton. Sidney, O., Nov.
17, 1886, 47...0On Tuesday, November 23d, Miss Flora
Marshall, daughter of Mrs. Jos. Marshall, of Newport and
Francis Magoto, son of Mr. & Mrs. Juline Magoto, were
married in St. Peter and St Paul’s church, Rev. Father Poiry
officiating. In accordance with the ritual of the church full
dress was not worn during mass. The bride was attired in
heavy brown silk, wore no gloves, no head apparel, except
a beautiful white wreath. The handsome dark suit worn by
the groom, together with the costly, but not showy dress of
the bride was truly beautiful, and was in harmony with the
occasion.

SIDNEY - Last Monday Treasurer Kingseed and his
assistant, Will J. Wilson, in 8 %2 hours, issued 419 receipts
to tax-payers-being a little over one receipt to the minute.
They took in over $10,000...If you want to give your son
or daughter in the West pleasure every week, subscribe for
the Democrat for them as a Christmas present. Its weekly
visits will give them all the home news... The Sidney post
office, during the year 1886, has received and forwarded
over 1000 letters daily — a total of nearly four hundred
thousand for the year.

SIDNEY (31) —The new scraper factory of Goode &
Kilborn will be in complete running order by the first part
of next week... In the drawing for a library lamp at Wilson
& Ayers’ on Thursday evening of last week, Jasper Nutt,
with ticket #36, was successful...The Fisk Jubilee Singers,
under the auspices of the ladies of the Presbyterian church,
will give one of their excellent concerts at Monumental
Hall January 20t and 21st.... The smell of oil from the Lima
oil field is wafted into Sidney with the exhilarating northern
breeze. Coming 30 miles it possibly loses its rankest odor.
That which salutes the Sidney olfactory's is, however, a well
defined stench, doubtless faithfully representing the
malodorous state of affairs in Lima.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRATE
100 Years Ago — 1911 — December
Compiled by Dean Morrow

LOCKINGTON (1) — Albert Burch, of near
Lockington, who claims to be the champion corn husker of
this section of Ohio, will show what he can do. He has
agreed to husk 140 bushels of corn in 10 hours and will
start his task at the W. W. Kerr farm, west of Piqua and
work steadily for 10 hours unless he husks 140 bushels
sooner. He is to have 15 minutes rest for dinner, but must
not leave the field. The husking is to be done for a bet of
$30...Jerry Taylor swore out a warrant against Albert
Birch, of Lockington, Tuesday afternoon, charging assault
and battery. The man will have his hearing later this
afternoon. The trouble happened on Main street last night,
when it is alleged, the two men were talking about the
quantity of corn it is possible for one man to husk in a day.
Birch is a well known husker and his skill has been
demonstrated all over the county, he stated to Taylor that
he had husked 40 bushels of corn yesterday. It is alleged
that he was called a vile name and resenting in by striking
Taylor over the head with an umbrella. Taylor swore out
the warrant today...Piqua Leader Dispatch.

HOUSTON (15TH) — Two more Sundays, then a
Christmas and we’ve not half ready financially...Seven
kinds of weather in 70 minutes, Tuesday, that’s a record
0o...Holiday goodies are making their appearances. Our
several merchants are stocking up and Toyland will be the
same old “wonders” only praps’ more so.

SIDNEY (22ND) — The guesses on the number of pieces
in the Hoosier kitchen cabinet given away at Fred Salm’s
were gone over by a committee composed of Peter
Sherman, G. R. Loudenback and W. T. Amos Saturday
evening. The letter giving the number of pieces was
delivered to the judges in a sealed envelope and was found
to be 1214. The nearest correct guess in the county was
found to be 1200 and three parties had guessed this
number. Under the ruling the first nearest correct guess
was to be accorded the prize. The date of Gladys Dorsey’s
guess was in September and the date of the others two
guesses in which the number was given as 1200 was in
December. Gladys Dorsey was accordingly designated as
entitled to the prize....The Christmas committee of the M.
E. Church have been appointed as follows: Program — Mrs.
W. H. C. Goode, Mrs. E. ]J. Gibbs, Miss Emma Haslup,
Ms. Matilda McClellan, Miss Lela Shindaker, Miss Donna
Kupp, Mrs. Philip Lamb, Mrs. John Zeissler. The
Christmas treat to the children will be given out at Sunday
school Dec. 24t and the regular Christmas program will be
rendered at 7 PM Christmas eve by the member of the
school. All are invited.
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County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please
consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby %
We appreciate your generosity. --_i_:._'.f_' .

Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.

President: Rich Wallace

Vice-President: Jim Hall
Director: Tilda Phlipot
Jl Secretary: Linda DeVelvis
Treasurer: Tom Seving
[ Trustees: Julie Gilardi, Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,
Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb VanTilburgh
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher

Jennifer Gariety
Newsletter: Anne & Dean Morrow, Albert Dickas

AL

=4 | egacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Peg and Steve Baker Betty Bennett Walt & Carol Bennett

Ross Historical Center |Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Comer Trucking, Inc. Continental Express, Inc.

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

Rent the Ross Center for your |William & Karen Feth Thomas Francis Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Jack & Kathleen Haslup

Meetings  Parties Helman Brothers Body Shop Lochard, Inc. Minster Bank  Joel & Inez Phillips  Primary

Weddings Reunions Eyecare Associates Ross Aluminum Foundries Dave Ross  Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Speaking Engagements Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker Sidney Body Carstar Sidney Electric  Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith The UPS Store US Bank

Contact us for more info! Rich & Susan Wallace Wilson Memorial Hospital




