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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Life
$500 Individual
$1,000 Family

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

J

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday December 1st 11:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of

. ON BOOKS
Christmas of YesterYear! All ages welcome.

& GIFTS

Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each
Free admission for all!

Our Future

As the 2012 year ends, the Shelby County Historical Society is launching a
membership campaign that is being led by Greg and Priscilla Wilt. Please consider
helping us reach our goal of doubling the membership of the Society in 2013 by giving a
membership to those hard to buy for family members and friends. We are hoping this
campaign will help us gain community support in “Preserving our past to prepare for the
future.”

In the following letter Lee and Kathie Woodruff are issuing a challenge to Society
members:

To the Board of Shelby County Historical Society :

We would like to request a new membership level to be positioned as
an "in between" level between family membership and the Legacy Partner Level.
We were saddened by the failure of the levy and the thought that our community
would not help support the Society and help keep Ross Center in the condition
its activities require. Our town needs all the positive things we can get to rebuild
the place many of us moved to because of what Sidney has to offer families.
Certainly the Shelby County Historical Society is part of that positive
leadership.

For that reason, we are advocating for a new membership level of $150
to be called "Friends of the Society." Additionally, we are challenging other
members and prospective members to get on board with us in opting for this
new level of membership to help us keep Ross Historical Center and the Shelby
County Historical Society strong for our community.

Sincerely,
Lee and Kathie Woodruff

With this, the Society Board is introducing this new level of “Friends of the
Society.” Perhaps you would consider increasing your involvement with the society by
increasing your tax deductible donation to $150 annually or by becoming a Legacy
Partner. The value of your membership is an opportunity to preserve the history of our
community, to continue offering non-traditional educational experiences, and to enrich the
quality of life in Shelby County.

This increased revenue will be used to offset operational expenditures, support
building repairs, and preservation of artifacts.

Your help is urgently needed. Please talk to friends, neighbors, and relatives
about joining the Shelby County Historical Society.




We Get Maif!

Dear Ross Museum Staff,

Thank you for giving us a tour of
your Native American Exhibit. We enjoyed it and
found it very interesting and informative. In fact, we
used some of our newh] acquirecl information to
build a lean-to at the weekend camporee.

Pack 124

Anthong, Michdel, Truman, Porter, Xavier,
Carter, Gavin, Freclclg, Scott, Camren, Jesse,
E.lijah, Christian, Caleb, Jacob, Nate, and

Lance

The boys built this without any
prompting from the adults.
They truly enjoyed the museum.

Ginny

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clue:

Sidney (11th)- Matthew Ensey was sheriff in
1861 not Matthew McConaughey

The clue was found by:
Edna Mae Laws, Virginia Thompson and
Larry Roettger

The clue will be found ONLY
in the “Out of the Past”

section.
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VOLUNTEERS
October Volunteer Info:
160 Volunteers
1134 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for October:
Marianne Helmlinger
Kathie Woodruff

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In October, 2,480 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Monarch Shop-Talk
Through the Years

The following is an excerpt from the Monarch Christmas Newsletter of 1939

In 1939 Monarch Machine and Tool Die Company was more than just a place to work. Though they had numerous
sports teams they also offered a choir and a thespian group. Pictured below is the cover of the Monarch Shop-Talk

December 1939, highlighting the Monarch Choir caroling on the company steps.

As the 1939 year ended the

community was unsure of what the immediate future might hold for their country, their families, and themselyes.

Carolers from the glee club welcome
the Christmas season in truly traditional
fashion-in Brotherly blending, in hopefully
harmony, in singing songs of good will rather
than howling hymns of hatred.

Never before has the need been greater
for stressing the essential significance of the
Christmas Spirit. Men’s minds must accept
“Peace on earth; good will towards all men” as
a universally wise policy. The glow of
Christmas giving will permeate our beings if
we feed the fires of friendship which kindness
kindles, pleasant greetings, hearty impulses,
respect for the rights of others, regard for the
highest human ideals are sentiments and
sensations too precious, too worthwhile to live
for one brief season. This Christmas will be a
merrier one if celebrated with a promise to
promote and maintain peace and good will

toward all men. (Taken from Shop-Talk)

What of 1940? By W.E. Whipp

As we are about to enter a new year, it is natural to
endeavor to look ahead and to judge as best we can what is in
store for us in the year which lies before us.

The outlook for the machine tool industry for at least
the first quarter of next year is more satisfactory than has been
the case at any time since pre-depression days. In the case of
our own company, business already on the books will carry us
well into the new year, and this situation is, I believe, the case
to a greater or less extent throughout the machine tool
industry.

It is, of course, only guess-work to attempt to look
past the first quarter in 1940. But nevertheless it is my own
personal opinion that the volume of machine tool sales and
production will continue at a high level for some months to
come.

I base this belief chiefly upon two factors — first, the
strong domestic demand for machine tools upon the part of a
wide variety of manufacturing enterprises, and second, upon
the defense needs of the United States.

In short, even if the foreign market for machine tools,

which is now large, should suddenly decline — and in this time
of bewildering developments in Europe the foreign demand
for machine tools is, to say the least unpredictable — the need
for machine tools here in our own country should still support

a comparatively high rate of operations in the industry,
extending well into the new year.

Trade figures show that increased employment is
being reflected in increased public demand for products and
devices which are essential to our modern standard of living —
household appliances, homes, clothing, automobiles,
refrigerators, and the like. When the manufacturers of these
goods are busy, they are good buyers of machine tools, for
manufacturing purposes will remain for a substantial period at
a good level.

As a national defense — the terror of power politics in
Europe and the danger of war have awakened our democracy
to its needs in this vital direction. It is certainly probable that
the American people will endorse a plan for a better equipped
army, navy and air force. This program will require the
services of machine tools.

Barring some totally unexpected adverse
development, I believe that we in the machine tool industry
are justified in assuming that we stand on the threshold of a
substantial period of new development and expansion.

To all of us at Monarch this is good news; it means

stability of business and stability of employment. It is my
most sincere hope that the expectations above outlined will
not prove too optimistic, and that 1940 will in fact be a year of
extraordinary accomplishment.



The following is an excerpt from the Monarch Christmas Newsletter of 1945

Myth on Santa
By: Dan Toy

No character in History has so
completely dominated a field of endeavor as has
that glamorous and colorful old gentleman,
Santa Claus. Yet as the hour draws near for this
romantic old fellow to
go streaking across the
starlit skies with his
sleigh and reindeers,
there is the usual
argument here at the
plant between those
boys who believe there
is a Santa Claus and
those who don’t.

So bitter has
this annual feud
become that the non-
believers will stick out
their tongues and go
“phooey”  when a
believer passes, and the
believer will retaliate by
placing a thumb in each
ear, flapping their hands
and shouting “hee-haw”

back at the non-
believers.

We are not
taking sides in the

matter but in a spirit of
helpfulness, we offer a
few facts taken from the
diary of the Great

Everything but the Mistletoe - Our two registered
nurses, Helen Maurer and (top) her cousin, Dorothy,
made a pretty picture as they put the finishing
touches on the Ornament-laden, be-tinseled tree which
cheers all visitors to the First Aid room.

to spend an evening with his girl will often
return before the evening is over with a wife and
child.”

“Well,” Santa replied, “Up here I get

away from income taxes and all the other

troubles that are piling up on you fellows in the
rest of the world. Really the only worry we have

Monancd
VH0P-TALK

in common,” he said,
glancing ~ at  his
stomach, “is
inflation. Why, if my
stomach insists on
going on a career of
its own, I’ll have to
get one of those
bomb  sights and
drop the gifts down
the chimneys as I fly
over.”

“Gosh,”
Santa said, “It must
be great to be famous
and get your name
and picture in the
paper.”

“Why don’t
you write a book?”
the explorer
suggested.  “I am
sure some of your
experiences would be
quite interesting.”

At this the
old fellow’s eyes
twinkled, and giving
me a sly poke in the

Russian explorer of the
Arctic region who claimed he had found the
North Pole, which later turned out to be a
totem pole.

He did, however, spend an evening with
Santa Claus at the igloo, in this case the
“Bigloo” of the Northern Lights Skee-Doddle
Club, a famous skiing organization of that land
of snow and ice.

“I found Santa Claus a good natured
round old fellow,” writes Iwuz Stalin, “and I
chided him for living in a land of snow and ice
where the nights are so long, a young man going

ribs he replied, “The
less said about them the better.”

Iwuz writes with considerable feeling of
their parting.  “I shall never forget the
picturesque and lovable old fellow as he stood
in front of the Bigloo, whose polished walk of
ice reflected the gorgeous coloring of the sky
resplendent with northern lights. He said but
little as I climbed into my sled and tucked the
robes about me, but as I waved good-by and
moved away, he called after me, ‘So long and
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year’”



The following is an excerpt from the Monarch Christmas Newsletter of 1951

The Cover

Monarch has a professional Santa Claus
in the person of John Hartley. The front
cover shows him reading the real Christmas
story to some of his most ardent admirers.

Santa (John), has served as the Jolly Old
Elf, Lo, these many years. He has been
called upon by churches, businesses
establishments, lodges; and, in a few cases
to perform special assignments for sick or
disabled children.

He estimates that more than five
thousand children have whispered their
innermost wishes to him.  Some are
pathetic, some funny, and some divulge the
domestic lives of mama and papa. “The
ethics of my exalted position prevents me
from capitalizing upon this information,” he
says.

We hope that Santa has enough time left
to perform for his own family.
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Ladies Aid Society
By: Lizzy Tish

In response to shortcuts, | received
the following suggestion. If you don'’t
have time to whip up frosting for a white
cake, try this: As soon as the cake
comes hot from the over, sprinkle the top
and layers with crushed peanut brittle,
and the frosting will never be missed.

Time to get out that favorite recipe for
pumpkin pie. Wanta fool the family and
even yourself? Substitute the pumpkin
with carrots or sweet potatoes. Pumpkin
pie without pumpkin? Trying is believing.

Just a little Thanksgiving suggestion.
“Thank the Lord and forget not all His
benefits.” - Psalm 103.

Time waits for no man - so Christmas,
the most beautiful of all holidays, is
almost here again. Hard as we try, we
cannot say a new thing about it. In its
simplicity it is as ancient as the Wise
Men. And as “The Christmas Carol” tells
us that the Kingdom of Christmas is
within us, so shall the spirit come from
our hearts. Let it not lose the old-
fashioned charm in the rush of today, for
it has nothing in common with
commercialism. Accept it as freely as
Springtime or Youth and the other good
things in Life. Then you will have
Christmas in its full glory.

“‘And suddenly there was with the
Angels a multitude of the Heavenly Host,
praising God, and saying, Glory to God
in the highest, and on Earth peace, good
will toward men...”

See you again - Liz.



AND THROUGH THE BLACK NIGHT OF TERROR
THE 1913 FLoOOD IN THE NORTHERN MIAMI

VALLEY
By: Scott D. Trostel

Imagine a headline stating that 72 drowned, thousands were left homeless, over a
thousand homes damaged or destroyed, all supply lines cut off, all communications cut off,
thousands near starvation. No electric, no gas, or potable water in many locations. In the
country, thousands of head of livestock drowned, entire poultry houses gone and farm land
scoured down to hardpan. Hundreds of miles of roadway gone, 264 bridges washed away or
damaged, railroad and interurban railways severely damaged, no mail and no newspapers. It
actually happened, it was the worst-ever disaster to visit the northern Miami Valley — the flood
of March 1913.

In this dramatic volume discover the stories of destruction and death across a five
county region during the Great Flood of 1913. Told are the stories of the rescues, tragic deaths,
the massive destruction across an entire region. Four men received the Carnegie Medal for
Heroism as a result of their efforts and aid in the rescue of flood victims, one of those men also
having given his life. Entire families drowned, children were left without parents and parents
left without children as the torrents raged throughout the night. Read about a humanitarian
effort to restore some sense of normalcy without government intervention. Creeks overflowed
into rivers and rivers burst through levees, sweeping bridges away like toothpicks, lifting homes
off their foundations, smashing them against bridges piers and reigning death to almost
everyone caught on the torrents.

This is a griping story of the worst tragedy to ever lay upon the lands of western Ohio.
You’ll read it again and again!

AND THROUGH This book 1s now available in
THE BLACEK NIGHT the Ross Historical Center
Gift Shop
$34.95

Add $5.00 for shipping

Coming soon:

Western Ohio Railway
Interurban

The 1913 Flaod TnThe Northeen Mo Valbey By: Scott D. Trostel
Seodt T Trostel $22.95




SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
125 Years ago — 1887- December
Compiled by Anne Morrow

PEMBERTON (2nd) — Another enjoyable day was
Thanksgiving Day, and John Slagle was the happy recipient
of the red chair. John looked a little faintish, but there
were so many to shake hands that he forgot to. The
number that took dinner with him was 145...M.A. LeFevre
is having a new addition built to his house.

POPLAR KNOB - Jacob Heitz, of Montra, is sinking a
well for W. C. Baker. Seventy five feet is the depth, and no
water or Trenton rock has been struck yet...The hog
merchants of this place, are busy filling their orders, at a
fair price...At All accounts the Poplar Knob pedagogues
are doing finely.

ANNA — A Christmas tree at the M.E. church Saturday the
24t and do not fail to remember it...Get your daily papers
of Will Applegate, but do not fail to subscribe, or renew,
for the DEMOCRAT. Makes a great Christmas gift...
What some of the “boys” want for Christmas: Sam McCoy
-a blond wig. Russ Dill-100,000 stamps to cancel. . C.
Thirkield-a quail or a rabbit. Sol Staley-1 pair of false side
whiskers. Randy Wentz-a Chevy yeoman. W. Windle-a
copy (illuminated text) of the commandments. Billy Steve-
a self acting wood saw. Mike Norcross-a gas well. Lew
Myers-prohibition. Jim McFarland-a “daylight” girl.

SHELBY COUNTY (16) — It is something out of the
ordinary for farmers in this county, ten days before
Christmas, to be plowing in fields that will be used for corn
planting next May. Such, however, is the case, and a
majority of the farmers who have fields of sod to break are
busy at the work. The ground is in excellent condition, and
the cool weather makes it decidedly lighter work for the
team. Many new plows were sold this week-something that
present dealers never did at this season, and tepair shops
are doing the business which generally is at its best in the
fall and spring. There are various reports in reference to
the growing wheat, a majority of farmers claiming it looks
as well as ever it did at t his season.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS (23) — The M.E.
church will have a Christmas tree, lunch and supper at the
church Christmas eve. Kris Kringle and his wife, Belle
Snickle, will distribute presents between 7 and 8 o’clock...
There will be a Christmas tree and appropriate exercises at
the German Lutheran church on Sunday evening...There
will be a Christmas tree and entertainment at the Disciple
church at Port Jeffers, Christmas eve...There will be a
Christmas tree at Charity chapel, in Green township, on
Christmas eve...The ladies of the Anna M. E. church will
have a chimney corner at their church Christmas eve.
Presents are to be sent to the study eatly on Saturday.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — 1912 — December
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (6%) — The new building at the rear of the
Olympia Candy Kitchen which will be used for the
manufacture of candy is now nearing completion. It is a
concrete structure of two stories and 20 feet wide and 40
feet long. Stop in and get a free cherry gimcrack. They
expect the building to be ready for use next week...Drilling
was stopped at the oil well on the Mentges farm south of
the city this week. The well was down about 1275 feet
with no prospect for oil.  Further drilling will be
abandoned.

PEMBERTON (13t%") — The farm house on the old
DeWeese farm, one mile north of Pemberton, owned by
John Kemp and occupied by Lon Stockstill, was entirely
destroyed by fire at noon Wednesday. The fire started in
the attic and is believed to have caught from the chimney
flue. As soon as discovered the alarm was given and the
neighbors came in and most all of the household goods
were got out of the house. The loss was estimated at

$1500.

SIDNEY - Drilling has been resumed in the well on the
Mentges farm north of Sidney, a depth of 1350 having
been reached at noon Wednesday. The well will be drilled
six or seven hundred feet deeper in the endeavor to strike
oil...E. B. Keeler, who has been conducting a grocery and
meat market in East Sidney on Brooklyn avenue this week
moved into his new building which he recently erected.
Just east of the Miami river bridge on Court street. With
his new building he has a better location and has much
more room and more conveniences.

LOCKINGTON (20TH) — The petition circulated in this
community to be used under the new provision of our
state Constitution the I. and R. for the prevention of
shipping intoxicating liquors into dry territory, and for the
removal of officers for non enforcement of duty was sent
to Columbus last week with a good number of legal
signatures.

SIDNEY (27™H) — Mr. & Mrs. William Winkelman
entertained to a 6 o’clock dinner Christmas day in honor of
the immediate family. After a delightful three course
dinner was served. An hour or two was joyfully spent in
distributing the many presents which Santa Claus left each
one. Lastly of all there was handed to each guest present
an envelope contain the following announcement: Mr.
Earl Forrar and Miss Minnie Billing announce their
marriage on Thursday, November 28%, 1912 by Rev. N. R.
Carisle of Covington Ky. After each fully recovered from
the surprise, the bride and groom were showered with
congratulations.
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We appreciate your generosity.

County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby %
Please
consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. '

Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi
Vice-President: Jim Hall

Director: Tilda Phlipot

Secretary: Rich Wallace

| Treasurer: Tom Seving

| Trustees: Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher
_ Jennifer Gariety
| Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne & Dean Morrow

Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh

: | Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

5 Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Peg and Steve Baker Betty

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Elsass, Wallace,

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Helman Brothers Body Shop

Contact us for more info! Hospital  Amy Zorn

Bennett Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund  Continental Express, Inc. David and Linda DeVelvis

Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

Ross Historical Center |wiliam & Karen Feth Thomas Francis Matt and Julie Gilardi  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given

Lochard, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

Rent the Ross Center for your | Minster Bank Joel Phillips  Primary Eyecare Associates Quilts for Keeps Ross Aluminum

Meetings  Parties Foundries Dave Ross Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker  Sidney
Weddings Reunions Body Carstar Sidney Electric  Sidney Manufacturing Company Sidney Tool & Die Slagle
Speaking Engagements Mechanical Contractors Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith  Darrell and Faye Spangler = The UPS
Store US Bank Rich & Susan Wallace Helen Blake Wildermuth Wilson Memorial




