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Welcome
New Members:
Bud and Ginny Smith, Tipp City, OH

Vic and Rita Hurley, Jackson Center, OH

Gary and Judy Paul, Sidney, OH
Samuel and Tish Morrow, Sidney, OH
Jo B. Albright, Orland, CA
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

OPEN HOUSE

SAVE 10%
ON BOOKS
& GIFTS

Build your own gingerbread house!
Woodcarving demonstrations
Cookies & Refreshments

Pottery Demonstrations
Toy train display
Merchandise Discounts

Christmas Trees decorated by local schools
Popcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire
Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each

Faye Spangler Honored

The Shelby County Historical Society’s honored Faye
Spangler as the “Historian of the Year” during their annual
“Coming Home for the Holidays” dinner at the Great Stone
Castle.

Co-President Linda DeVelvis stated, “I met Faye at a
Retired Teacher’s meeting, and she talked about what she
would like to do after retirement. I suggested contacting
Tilda and looking into doing some volunteer work for
us. She did and very soon became a real asset to our
group. As time went on, she became involved with almost
every aspect of the society, including becoming a member
of our Board of Trustees. She continues to be very active

with the society and is the committee chair of exhibits and
programs.”

: The event continued
{with ~a living history
presentation delivered by Dr.
|Steven Littleton who
portrayed W.H.C. Goode,
Soriginal owner of Whitby
| Place. Littleton discussed Mr.
% Goode’s journey story of how
#Mhe came to Sidney and the
contributions to the
community he made during

Tilda Phlipot, Faye Spangler, Julie
his life.

Gilardi, and Linda DeVelvis.




We St ONaif!

facebook

Facebook - October 17
Rose Anne Zacharilla

Last night I attended the Historical Society’s "Downtown Ghost Tour." Not being a Sidney native,
I was oblivious to the history surrounding the downtown as a result of my own negligence! It was an eye
opener for me. I was very surprised to hear and see how much history is in Sidney.

I thought I would go on this tour with some friends, walk around various streets, look in buildings,
and have people (ghost) scaring us! I found the history back in the 1800's to be very intriguing. I really
enjoyed the historical buildings and the reenactments from the many volunteers and learning about what
went on during this period of time.

I never knew there was an old jail downtown. When our group went inside, I was surprised to see
some of the original equipment still standing. At the Monumental Building, I learned about the statue of the
soldier on the top of the building; I had never noticed it before. Then the final destination of our tour, the
Masonic Temple, again I never paid much attention to this location.

When I arrived home, I couldn't stop thinking about how much fun I had. Learning the history of
Sidney was very fascinating. Thank you! To each and every volunteer that helps with the success of Sidney
historical events, thank you for all your time and effort! How refreshing to witness people working together
for the betterment of their community!

<hank yoy)

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: October Volunteer Info:
Sidney 9th-Chuck Foley invented the 46 Volunteers
game “Twister” and wasn’t from Sidney 1350 H
Jackson Center-Airstream didn’t go into ’ ours
production until 1932 Volunteer gift certificate winners for
The clues were found by: October:

Judy Fogt, Janice Workman, Vera Piper . . .
Hall, Sherry Scully, Nancy Roettger, Carolyn Elaine FltCh.Patrle
Haney, Jody Kuhn Cheryl Michael

w Congratulations! Thank you to all our

i The clue will be founfi ONLY in volunteers! We depend on you! In Oc-
the “Out of the Past” section.
tober, 2212 people

1

participated in SCHS programs.




SHELBY COUNTY WOMAN IS FIRST
FEMALE ARCHITECT IN OHIO

Many Ohioans, especially the
residents of Cincinnati, were recently
reminded of the power of Mother Nature by
the surging Ohio River and the swath of
destruction that was created in its wake.
Newspapers in the Queen City carried stories
about the great floods of the past, including
the devastating flood of 1937. Disasters
invariably create opportunities for some.
Such was the case for a young college
graduate from Shelby County. As a result of
her work with the Army Corps of Engineers,
principally in the area of flood control, she
gained an opportunity to become the first
licensed and practicing woman architect in
Ohio. This is her story.

In 1908, a little girl was born to
Calvin and Ethel Boyer. They gave her the
beautiful name of India - after India Schoaff,
a good friend of the family. The Boyers
raised their family in Perry Township. Ethel
Boyer was destined to be a pioneer of sorts
herself. She served as the first woman on the
Perry Township Board of Education for over
a decade, beginning in 1930.

India's two brothers, Ralph and
Howard, both chose traditional male
professions and were successful. Ralph
graduated from The Ohio State University
with a degree in electrical and mechanical
engineering. He subsequently became vice-
president of The Cooper Bessemer
Corporation. Howard chose metallurgy as his
major at Ohio State. During the summer
following his first year in college, he lost his
leg in a farming accident. Howard did not
return to college, but studied on his own, and
ultimately became chief metallurgist for
American Bosch Corporation in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

With encouragement from her parents
and wonderful role models in her brothers,
India set her sights on a career in
architecture. After graduating as class

valedictorian from Pemberton High School
in 1925, she also seclected Ohio State. India
recalls that "I felt I was not quite ready for
college at 18, so I chose to work in the office
at the Sidney Machine Tool Company. I
made $10 a week." She began classes a year
later in the fall of 1926.

The university had just opened the
Department of Architecture to women, and
six enrolled. To her surprise, India found
that military training was required. She
refused to participate. "I saw no point in
spending my time marching on the field with
the male students. In my senior year, the
requirement was eliminated!" The rigorous
academic workload also eliminated the other
female students. By the beginning of her
second year, only she remained.

India found the work difficult, and
the reception from the male students cool at
first. The university was also adjusting to the
reality of its first female architecture student.
On one occasion, she learned that a
competitive examination was scheduled
among the students. The winner would be
invited to study architecture in France during
the summer. India later recalled: "When I
learned that I would not be eligible to take
the exam, I became very upset and protested
my exclusion. I was told that I could not be
included in the competition because I might
win and there were no facilities for women
there."

The longer she stuck it out, the more
respect she earned. Toward the end of her
tenure at Ohio State, the students had to
compete in an all-day design project. She
struggled alone to wunderstand what the
professor was expecting. Suddenly, two
senior male students appeared by her side.
To her relief, they helped her conclude the
project.

Between her junior and senior years,
she worked in the summer for Joseph



Bradford, the architect for the university.
India's dream was to continue to work for the
university and him after graduation.

The spring of 1930 finally arrived.
1,450 students qualified for graduation. Only
11 received degrees in architecture. India
was the only woman. It was with a great
amount of pride that she

India also vividly recalled some of
the political controversies that arose over the
flood control measures that were instituted.
"People were opposed to levies along the
river. They also did not like my idea of
removing the bridges across the Little Miami
River." She was determined to do what

Cincinnatians needed. She

accepted her diploma. Her
plans of working for Joseph
Bradford never materialized.
The Great Depression was
upon the country, and there
was no opportunity at Ohio
State. Business conditions
also ruled out her plan to
pursue a graduate degree at
Columbia University in New
York City. It was back to the
family home in Perry
Township for India Boyer.
Her task was a
daunting one. Not only was
there little or no work during

India Boyer

supervised, among  other
projects, the construction of
the Beachmont levy in
Cincinnati. India Boyer was
appointed head of the
architecture department of the
Corps in 1939, and held the
position for seven years.

She never lost sight of
her original goal to work as an
architect in private practice.
India Boyer made history in
1941 when she became the
first female in Ohio to sit for
and pass the state architecture
examination. After four more

the Depression, but she was
trying to gain a foothold in a profession
where there were no other women. India
searched for work with Shelby County
builders and found little. She struggled here
for four years and finally gave up. After
taking an examination for a position with the
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, she was
given a six month temporary appointment
there. India was cautiously optimistic.

It turned out to be the chance she
needed. She was offered and accepted a
permanent job working on navigation and
flood control projects. It was with the latter
that she made her mark. "I found it much
more challenging," she remembered. "After
the great flood of 1937, everyone wanted
protection from the ravages of Mother
Nature. I traveled throughout the tri-state
area inspecting not only flood control
projects, but other engineering projects as
well."

years with the Corps of
Engineers, she was ready for private practice.
She resigned her position, and along with
several co-workers, founded the firm of
Vogt, Ivers and Associates in the Queen
City.

India became director of the firm's
architectural  division and  assumed
responsibility for the contract drawings and
specifications for commercial, industrial,
educational and religious facilities. This
work brought her into contact and
competition with an all-male profession in
the private arena. She relished the challenge.
"It was dominated by men. I had to get used
to that. Men didn't hire women." The only
female employees with whom India worked
during her career were drafters.

India Boyer could look back on a
long list of successful ventures in the
Cincinnati area. In the 1950's, Ryerson Steel
Company was a large employer in the city.



Boyer designed the entire architectural layout
for the buildings and rail systems of the
Ryerson complex and all its branch offices.
She remembered working on the original
WCPO -TV studios in Cincinnati as well as
portions of the King's Island complex.

Other buildings on which India Boyer
worked, well known to Cincinnatians today,
include the Provident Bank and the Federal
Building. India Boyer's interests in design
spanned from commercial to industrial to
recreational and educational as well. She
designed the ElImwood Place School and the
Shawnee Park. A heart attack in 1975,
forced her into retirement. However, she
continued to serve as a consultant for the
Hamilton County Park District.

After her retirement, she took up
watercolors as a hobby. Her sense of artistry
and the habit she had developed as an
architect concerning attention to detail served
her well. Her paintings soon were the subject
of local exhibitions.

Her  pioneering  efforts  were
recognized throughout the state after she left
the active practice of architecture. Several
local leadership awards were presented to
her. India Boyer was designated as one of
the YWCA Women of Achievement in 1982.
The next year, she received the Outstanding
Alumnus Award from The Ohio State
University.

Perhaps the highlight for her occurred
in 1994. A group of women architects
established the India Boyer Guild of Women
in Architecture. As the founders of the group
gathered to pay tribute to the Shelby County
native, there was much talk about what a
significant role India had played in creating
opportunities for women in her profession.
"She is a pioneer," Betsy Moore, one of the
founders stated. "Even today in the large
firms that may have 30 or 40 architects, there
are only one or two women. It's a field that
is still dominated by men. You can imagine
what it was like 60 years ago."

India Boyer was modest in her
response. "I just thought of myself as an
individual doing what I had to do," she
recalled. As she approached her 90th
birthday, India Boyer once reflected on her
life. "Looking back, I am reminded that my
career presented many challenges and often
took precedence over my personal life.
However, along with the challenges came
many rewards and much fulfillment."

POSTSCRIPT: Ida Boyer passed away at
the age of 90, on Monday, February 9,
1998, at the Hospice of Cincinnati in Blue
Ash, Ohio.
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A Special Thank You!

Our warmest thanks go out to
Mr. Larry Monroe of Apple
Valley, CA. Mr. Monroe
recently sent the society a
photocopy of parole papers
issued during the Civil War.
This document is now part of
the wvertical file collection
which is housed in our library.
Patrons interested in viewing
the document may visit the
society Monday through Friday
from 1-5pm or on Saturdays
from 9-noon.

©
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FAMOUS SUFFRAGETTE ONCE
VISITED SIDNEY

Long before Gloria Steinem raised the
cry for women’s rights, which quickly became
“women’s lib” and a push for an Equal Rights
Amendment, another banner bearer was
pursuing her own cause — woman suffrage.
And she once visited and spoke in Sidney.

Local News column: “Susan B. Anthony, the
distinguished woman lecturer, was in Sidney for
a few days in the early part of the week. She
was the guest of Mrs. Cole while sojourning
among us. She is at present on a lecturing
tour.”

Born into a Quaker
family in 1820, in Adams,
Mass., Susan  Brownell
Anthony left her 15-year
teaching career to convince | =
the nation that women, asf
well as men, should have | =
the right to vote. It was to |3
be a long struggle.

Another suffragette,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
who was later to join forces
with Mrs. Anthony,
proposed a general
declaration of rights of
women in Seneca Falls,
N.Y., in 1848. It was not
until 72 years later, in 1920,
that the Nineteenth
Amendment to the

Susan B. Anthony

This item of local
interest involving the first
women’s rights movement was
found during research by
William Ross Jr., Sidney
industrialist and historian.

For three years Mrs.
Anthony and Mrs. Stanton
published a newspaper of their
own promoting women’s
rights, “The Revolution.” Its
motto stated their belief: “The
true republic — men, their
rights and nothing more:
women, their rights and

nothing less.”
It was noted at the time
that in almost all cases, these
women reformers and their
followers were also

Constitution of the United States gave women
the right to vote.

The movement was slowed somewhat
because of a division of the interested forces.
Mrs. Anthony and Mrs. Stanton favored
approaching the problem through the federal
government, while another suffragette, Lucy
Stone, with her own organization, sought to
achieve success through the individual states.

When these three women joined forces
in 1890, as the National American Woman
Suffrage Association, the movement began to
gain momentum.

But it was not always easy. Susan
Anthony was arrested, tried, and fined for
voting in the election of 1872.

Just one year earlier, Mrs. Anthony
had been a Sidney visitor.

The Sidney Journal of February 24,
1871, printed the following item under its

abolitionists and temperance proponents.

However, after the close of the Civil
War, when the Fifteenth Amendment gave the
franchise to the newly emancipated black man
but not to women who had helped win it for
them, the suffragists for the most part then
confined their efforts for the struggle to vote.

Gradually, the states and territories
began coming around to granting women the
right to vote, with Wyoming territory being the
first in 1869.

Ohio was the fifth state to approve the
franchise for women, ratification coming
quickly in the Ohio legislature in 1919,
effective in 1920.

Mrs. Anthony did not live to realize
fulfillment of her life’s dedication, dying in
1906, but history records her as a “women’s
libber” long before that phrase became
fashionable.



SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
75 Years Ago — December 1938
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2nd) — The Christmas opening of the Sidney
merchants will be held on Friday and Saturday with the
special feature of Friday evening being the illuminating of
the courthouse with a big electrical display, similar to that
used so effectively in the past. Christmas stocks of the
local merchants are virtually complete and are ready for the
approval of the customers of the Sidney trading area. Ata
later date in the month, Santa Claus will put in his personal
appearance in a special Christmas house to be erected on
the court house square and all of the kiddies of the county
are invited to come to Sidney and meet him and tell him
what they want for Christmas....Where do Snowmen go to
Dance?...Councilmen Blake, Dillman, McClure, Miller,
Waggoner, Wheeler and Winemiller were present at the
regular meeting of the council held Monday night with the
president J. A. Cecil Stafford, presiding. The matter of the
proposed traffic light in Parkwood at the intersection of
Russell pike and the Dixie highway was again discussed to
some length at the meeting. The council was also informed
the month of August 227 vehicles passed the above
intersection per hour, with 81% traveling on the Dixie
highway and 19% on Russell pike. Councilman Dillman
stated that although the council as a whole was highly in
favor of the installation of a traffic light at this dangerous
intersection to safeguard the children going and returning
from school, it was unable to act due to the much
discussed intersection being outside the corporation limit.

SIDNEY (23rd) — The Wagner Manufacturing Company
annually takes a splendid and delightful way to say “Merry
Christmas” to its employees by entertaining them, with
their families as guests, at an unusually pleasurable
Christmas party. The 1938 greetings from the executives
of the company were extended at a party on Sunday
afternoon when fully 700 guests were entertained in the
Sidney Armory. Cable Wagner, secretary of the company,
was the master of ceremonies for the afternoon. The
Wagner Manufacturing company plant is one of the oldest
industries of the city and is one that has long been
internationally known.

HOUSTON -Apparently one and all are preparing for
Christmas, buying presents, etc. The 25t will be here soon.
December 26™ will be observed as Christmas account the
25% falling on Sabbath...Allow us once more to wish
editors, typers, readers, all a merry, merry Christmas, and a
happy, prosperous, healthy new year, as 1939 will soon be
with us.

Shelby County Democrat
100 Years Ago - 1913 December
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (12%) -The cozy home of Brooklyn avenue of
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Adams, newlyweds, was the scene of a
most enjoyable affair Tuesday evening, when the clerks in
Piper’s store were their guests and were entertained to a
most tempting two course supper. Mrs. Adams was
formerly Miss Ada Johnston and clerked in that store. She
made a most hospitable hostess to her former co-workers.
Before the evening was over they accepted an invitation to
the Cutl home, a short distance north of Anna, for the first
Tuesday after Christmas. Mrs. Cutl was also one of the
popular clerks of Mr. Piper...Items on Sidney residents
Christmas list this year for young and old will be an erector
set, Lincoln logs, tinker toys, crossword puzzle books,
Waterman Ideal Fountain Pen, Bibles, manicure case with
needed items inside, peppermint lifesavers, 1913 Buffalo
nickels and a Tin Lizzie.

RUSSIA- Quite a crowd gathered at the Russia Special
school last Friday evening, December 12, to hear the
debate. The question for debate was resolved, that the
Women of Ohio be granted an equal suffrage with men.
Those on the affirmative side were Harry Mader, Chatles
Eshman, Frances Dedier and Judith Dedier. On the
negative, Albert Groff, John Monnin, Ben Grilliot,
Leonard Monnier and Zelma Francis. Out of the nine only
four were present. The three judges decided one on the
affirmative side and two on the negative.

SIDNEY-Otland Price, who is employed at Winemiller’s
grocery at the corner of Oak avenue and Pike street,
proved himself to be a hero near the C. H. & D. depot
Friday evening about 6 o’clock. The affair happened a
short distance near the depot. Price noticed a little girl
crying, running away from two vicious looking hobos who
were going toward the girl and calling to her in a manner
that did not look very good to him. He immediately ran to
where the girl was, picked her up and told her not to be
frightened and ordered the two hobos to move on which
they did without much hesitancy. The two fellows
immediately disappeared in the darkness. After the little
girl, whose name was not learned, had gotten over her
fright was sent on to her home...The Sidney band is
arranging to give a series of concerts at the high school
auditorium this winter. The plan is to vie the first concert
on Thursday evening, January 8. An admission of ten
cents will be charged. The concerts will be on the order of
the Thursday evening concerts held in the court square
during the summer months. The plan ought to be a
popular feature and no doubt be well patronized by our
citizens...Good bye 1913! See you in 1914!
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