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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome New Members:
Nancy Sweeney, Leland, Ml
Andy and Sandi Freytag, Sidney, OH
William Joslin, Sidney, OH
Mary Harris, Sidney, OH
George and Pam Morrison, Sidney, OH
Rodney Blake, Jr., Highland Beach, FL
Ned and Machelle Burden, Sidney, OH
Ben Gates, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

mOPEN HOUSE

Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to
the public. Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of
YesterYear! All ages are welcome.

SAVE 10%
ON BOOKS
& GIFTS

ROsSs HISTORICAL CENTER
201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney

937-498-1653
Ross Center h
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Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each
Build your own gingerbread house!

Pottery and Woodcarving Demonstrations
Christmas Trees decorated by local schools

Cookies & Refreshments e g
Popcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire m m " I“ Courtrom |:| =
Toy train display LR R

: Shelby Count —_—
Ornament Making H,

Home for thg Holidays Pinngr 2014

This year we have decided to award two men that were born in
Shelby County with the Historian of the Year Awards. Each on has made
their way back to the community, making contributions to preserve
history for Shelby County and future generations. Dr. Albert Dickas has
been writing about his home town for this newsletter and in several books
that are available at the Ross Center and James
Loos for his photography and videography of
Society events and programs.

Starting at the left top row: Co-Presidents
Julie Gilardi
and Linda
DeVelvis with
Rachael Garrity
and Dr. Albert
Dickas.

James Loos
with Society
Director,
Tilda Phlipot.




Gingerbread Construction Zone

Every year the Society has the Christmas of YesterYear open house the first weekend of
December (see front page). Every year we pre-assemble 230 to 300 gingerbread houses (made
from graham crackers) for the children to decorate and take home. This year we were blessed
with the ladies from Delta Kappa Gamma, who came in to build the houses for us. Many hands
make short work!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Sidney (25th): The first Thanksgiving
Football Game was between Detroit Lions
and Chicago Bears.

Houston (27th): Cranberries do bounce when
they reach ripeness, but they don’t have to
bounce two inches!

The clues were found by:
Judy Kuhn and Sherry Scully.

-) The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

VOLUNTEERS
October Volunteer Info:
76 Volunteers
1537 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for October:
Blanche McClain
Jeanne Schlagetter

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In October, 2115 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Light Up Time
Excerpt from:
Passages 11
An Encore Anthology of Shelby County History
By: Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Life on a farm during the early decades of
the 20" century most certainly had its ups and
downs. Many a senior citizen who grew up in rural
Shelby County during that time had a tendency to
look back in nostalgia and view it as “the good old
days.” But then, with a little reflection, thoughts
might stray to patterns of daily life, and the old
ways, all of a sudden, could take on an aura of
fatigue and repetition. When [®
described in

detail, the —:

leave the barn before daybreak, for daylight meant
the start of field work.

Ideally during these early hours another
member of the family was gathering wood from the
stacked pile located outdoors and stirring the
nighttime embers in the cook stove into life. Then,
water had to be gathered. If the house had been built
over a cistern kept full by rainwater running off the
roof, then only hand pumping
was required. If not, then a

¥y
processes of merely Starting R—i— . ‘ bucket had to be cranked down

the morning and completing
the evening are today
unimaginable to  anyone
younger than 70 years of age.
And then, there was the cycle
of life that extended from
Sunday through Saturday,
and the experienced person
could become tired with
reflection.

Long before the sun
appeared along the distant
edge of the cornfield, the
cows had to be milked by
hand and under the dim light
of a kerosene lantern that
hung from a nearby post and
cast a huge shadow along the
floor, making it quite
difficult to see just where the
operation was taking place.
Move the lantern closer to the work at hand, and one
ran the risk of a fire.

The next task was to gather more hay from
the loft and stomp up and down on it so it would be
soft enough for the cows to eat. If one had a few
extra minutes, there was always the need to stick
several dozen ears into the corn sheller to build up a
supply of feed for the other animals. In all, it was
tedious work even if one were proficient and able to
milk ten animals every 60 minutes. Whatever one’s
ability, and however many animals, it was best to

[ — the well, not once but multiple
g - times. In the worst case, a trip
i

was made to the nearby creek
with a  wheel barrow
containing two empty milk
[*| cans.
g Monday was washday,
g 8 | probably all day. Whatever
L | family members were
L |responsible heated water on
L |the wood stove and poured it
‘ into a tub on the porch, along
b with the dirty clothes. The
removal of dirt required a
E paddle agitation and frequent
use of a rippled washboard and
hand-made lye soap.
Following a rinsing in a
second tub of water, each item
was hung on a clothesline and
left to dry in the sunshine and
fresh air. Tuesday meant ironing, using two or more
six-pound implements made—naturally—of iron
with a handle and heavy flat bottom. While one was
being heated on the stove, the other was in use until
it became cold, and then transfer was made.

Saturday was bath day. During the warm
months, bathing could take place in the creek; but
during the cold season, a big, body-sized, galvanized
washtub filled with hot water occupied the kitchen
floor and the task was quickly completed regardless
of anyone’s sense of modesty. Refrigeration of food
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such as meat, butter and milk was accomplished in a
cold storage room dug into a hillside, or lacking
such topography, by wrapping wet burlap sacks
around a cooler that was kept in the shade.

In better equipped rural homes a periodically
activated gas generator charged a series of batteries
used to power a primitive light system for a week or
to operate a radio tuned into the daily news and the
Saturday night Grand Ole Opry show beamed out of
Nashville, Tennessee. = An alternative process
produced light formed by the burning of a gas
created by the immersion of calcium carbide pellets
in a tank of water.

Such was daily life in the great majority of
American rural homes, even as recently as the mid
1930s when a mere 10% of farm families were
hooked up to so-called central-station electrical
service. In contrast, other countries had already
achieved considerable progress in supplying
electricity to rural households: Germany 90%,
France 95%, and the Netherlands 100%.

By 1935, privately owned utility companies
controlled more than 90% of the electric-power
industry in the United States. Feasibility studies of
the problem and benefits of extending service to the
farming community suggested the typical farmer
would not use enough power to justify the costs of
service. From a business point of view, the electric
power industry had minimal interest in the rural
market. The 1934 report by the Mississippi Valley
Committee, a federal advisory group appointed by
President Franklyn D. Roosevelt, stressed however:

Unless the Federal Government assumes an

active leadership, assisted... by State and

local agencies, only a negligible part of this
task (of supplying electricity to rural areas)
can be accomplished within reasonable
time.
At the time, it was estimated that if the rate of
progress of the degree of rural electrification
accomplished over the period 1924-1933 were
extended for the next half century, only 50% of
American farm homes would be electrified. Clearly,
and in spite of its being the fifth year of the Great
Depression, something had to be done.

As measured against any standard of the 20™
century, it was the worst of times. America was
experiencing one of those definable and critical
moments that differentiate the passage of time into
distinct periods. Historians would have to regress

decades, to the Civil War, to find a crisis that
affected as much of the country and its people.
Years later, when John Maynard Keynes, the noted
British economist, was asked if there had ever been
a comparable period, he replied: “Yes, it was called
the Dark Ages, and it lasted 400 years.”

Over the four-year period that separated the
time of the height of prosperity in America in the
late 1920s to the depths of the Depression in 1933,
economic factors drastically declined: consumer
prices and expenditures by 187 percent, the gross
national product by 29 percent, construction by 78
percent, the Dow Jones Industrial Average by 83
percent and investments by 98 percent. Only
unemployment rose, from 3 percent to 25 percent of
the working population.

The mood of the American public suffered
accordingly, creating national feelings raging from
despair to near anarchy. Some people prepared by
hoarding canned foods in home cellars modified so
they could survive any future siege.  Others
undertook more drastic action, as evidenced by the
nighttime looting of broken store windows in Detroit
and the use of firearms in Arkansas to force Red
Cross officials to increase the pace of emergency
food distribution.

While life beyond the limits of the city was
equally difficult, the distinguishing factors in rural
regions were different. The farm family typically
had its garden in season and could rely on home-
canned food during the winter and, of course,
slaughter a hog as needed, but life hadn’t really
evolved much since the era of the cave man —
productivity on a daily basis was still largely
dependent on the presence of sunlight.

Slowly planners recognized that the
extension of electricity to rural areas would not only
raise the standard of living and promote a greater
sense of economic stability within the agricultural
community, but just might be a positive influence on
the problem of the migration of youth to urban
centers.

Rural electrification at the time, of course,
was possible, but the farmer had to pay for the cost
of the distribution line, transfer title of the involved
property to the utility company, and then guarantee
the payment of high minimum charges over an
extended period of time. Only large farms could
justify the expenditure and in the 1930s, the typical
American farm was not “large.” In short, the typical



small acreage farmer needed help of the kind that
was possible only through organization on a national
level.

In his address to Congress in 1935, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt recommended legislation he
hoped would reduce the number of unemployed
Americans and cited the recommendations of the
National Resources Planning Board, a federal panel
charged with land and water resource planning and
associated public works, as a guide

office or the field. The venue was the municipal
electric power plant in Piqua, and the agenda
consisted of but one simple task — the digging of a
hole, deep enough to hold upright a typical 40-foot-
tall, creosote-treated, southern yellow pine wooden
pole for a very long time.

National history was in the making when at
precisely 10 a.m. each man turned over, in unison, a
clump of dirt marking the beginning of the
construction of the “the first

for applicable public expenditures.
Recognizing the value of this
request, Congress included rural
electrification as a type of project|.
intended in its passage of the
Emergency Relief Appropriation
Act of 1935. With this authority,
Roosevelt established the Rural
Electrification Administration as a
temporary agency “to initiate,
formulate, administer and supervise
a program of approved projects
with respect to the generation,
transmission, and distribution of
electric energy in rural areas.”

Within a matter of months a new
type of organization began to

_| farmer-owned cooperative
electric line in the United
States... financed by the
$100,000,000  federal  fund
allocated to rural electrification.”
When the last pole was planted,
which according to plan should
have been accomplished by
April 1, 1936, and strung with
line, farmers from both Miami
and Shelby counties would be on
-line to “the first undertaking of
its kind in the country.”

Among the assembled
officials was W.R. Joslin,
president of the Shelby County
Rural Electrification

emerge in districts across America
— the “cooperative,” an association of independent
farmers working with the federal government for the
purpose of the construction and operation of rural
electric-distribution systems. It was no surprise,
therefore, when the Sidney Daily News announced in
its November 6 issue:

The Rural Electrification Administration

in Washington today approved a 20 year,

three percent $350,000 loan to the Shelby

County Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.

for the construction of 270 miles of line to

serve 1,005 farms.

Today, during the ceremonial digging of the
first shovel load of soil on any important project, the
assembled VIPs, both men and women, are
photographed wearing hard hats, preferably chrome
plated. On November 11, 1935, however, the scene
was different. Every male member of the crowed of
community leaders wore a fedora, a soft, brimmed,
felt hat that was then the head-cover-of-choice for
men, whether their occupation took them to the

Corporation. When questioned,
he explained how the completed power line would
run east around the city of Piqua and north into
Shelby County, where it would be extended into all
sections of the county, leaving no farm or rural
family in the dark. Almost immediately, farmers
began to hire electricians to wire their homes and
barns. When that task was completed, the women of
each household were encouraged to consider the
purchase of an electric toaster and radio — and
perhaps even an electric vacuum cleaner — through
the Sears Roebuck catalogue.

When the family’s home was “hooked up to
juice,” everyone could sit back and for the first time
experience darkness on a voluntary basis. The
natural illumination of daylight hours could now be
extended into the realm of nighttime obscurity.
County Commissioner Henry J. Simon, of Russia,
was reported to be the first in line to wire his house.

By the first of the year, various items of
construction material were ordered, and surveyors
were staking the line routes, while electricians were



installing home meters and switch boxes and
potential customers were encouraged to sign up for
service at the cooperative office located on
Wilkinson Avenue. Soon after the last firecracker
had lit the sky and the last sparkler had sputtered to
silence in

for the purchase of appliances and the improvement
of the economy. After all, these two advantages
were really behind the recommendation and creation
of the Rural Electrification Administration in the
first place. The festivities continued into the night

with  music

celebration  of g
Independence Day,
planners  were
anticipating a day
of illumination like
none other that had
ever occurred in
the upper Miami
River Valley. The |-
big to-do would
take place at the |:
home of Harry |
Lindsay of |
Washington
Township as soon
as possible after
sundown, a time
selected as to
create the
maXximum
impression  upon
the expected large
crowd.

Finally the
moment came — it
takes a long time
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revolution, one

for darkness to dependent
descend in July — § 1l Mlaanad || 52 3950300 rrim.cocrencscenre s upon satellite
the designated . rather  than
official threw the _.n' land-line
switch, and the | :,-!;'r: Tﬁ“?“'?"—'i' control. For
assembly of e e the first time, a
mostly farmers generation s

stood in awe as the six-room farm home was
illuminated from “top to bottom and also the
barnyard and lane.” When the principal speaker,
M.D. Lincoln, executive secretary of the Ohio Farm
Bureau, concluded his thoughts with the observation
he had “yet found a farmer who didn’t know what to
do with his leisure time when he got some,” he
perhaps had in mind a related thought. Extra time
could be used to generate extra income to be used

living with iPods, smartphones, and other
miscellaneous hand-held devices, all lacking any
type of electrical umbilical cord. It’s an amazing
time to be alive, but I'll bet if we could be
transferred back in time, we would find present-day
renovations are nothing compared to that magical
time in mid-July of 1936 when luminous, radiant,
white bright light changed life forever for the rural
residents of Shelby County.



SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1939-December-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

PORT JEFFERSON-Wanted: A Christmas story?
That’s a question the Port Jefferson school will answer,
planning an unusual service for any club or society wishing
a Christmas story told to it for the holiday meeting. Mrs.
Dott Herancourt of the Port Jefferson school faculty will
tell a Christmas story co-operating with the community
club to assist them in raising money for the religious
education program in the Port Jefferson school. There will
be no set sum charged for the program the group is asking
for this program may give any donation they choose. For
further information concerning the plans for this story
telling service, Mrs. Herancourt may be telephoned at the
Port Jefferson school, Main 2416.

HOUSTON (16) Twenty-nine people were present last
Tuesday evening as 10 boys were initiated into the
Greenhand degree of the Houston F. F. A. The following
boys were initiated: Robert Francis, Robert Jess, George
Jess, William Schloss, lan Mohrbacher, Gene Nichalas, Earl
Williamson, Leslie Large, Norris Helman and Elden Free.
The requirements of the Greenhand are to be enrolled a
class of vocational agriculture and have a satisfactory
program of supervised farming,

JACKSON CENTER (21)-The Friendship Sunday school
class of the Methodist church held its Christmas meeting
with Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Reeder, Friday night. The program
was in charge of the committee, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Rose,
Mr. & Mrs. John Forsythe and Ronald Maxwell. Mrs. C. C.
King gave a reading...Karl Sollmann, of Nashville
Tennessee, spent the week-end with his parents, Mr. &
Mrs. Leo Sollmann. He attended the Frigidaire convention
in Dayton from Wednesday to Saturday.

WLW Broadcasts Christmas Mass from Cathedral-The
second Christmas Mass from the new St. Monica’s
Cathedral, Cincinnati, will be broadcast over WILW,
Monday, December 25, beginning at 12 midnight and
continuing until approximately 1:20 a.m., EST. The Most
Rev. John T. McNichols, Archbishop of Cincinnati will be
celebrant of the Pontifical High Mass and will preach the
Christmas sermon. Preceding the Midnight Mass, one of
the colorful of religious ceremonies, boy choristers of St.
Monica’s parish will sing carols, starting at 11:45 p.m., EST.
Franklin Bens will direct.

SIDNEY (22)-Say Good bye to 1939 and Happy New
Year to 1940 at AVON LAKE with Jack Walkup and his
Orchestra featuring “Little Jesse James” and the “Three

Brunettes” - Admission $1.00 per person-tax paid. No
other charges. Call Union 1239 or Poplar 711!

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1914 — December-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (9)-Mrs. J. B. Trimpe was hostess to the
members of the Newman Fortnightly club for their regular
meeting on Monday evening, November 23. The general
subject for the evening was “Marketing” and excellent
papers were read as follows: How Can Our Markets be
Improved? Miss Anna Lauterbur. Marketing by
Telephone, Miss Celia Weingartner. Bargains Real and
Fictitious, Miss Louise Amann. Women Shoppers, Miss
Mary Tompkins, Miss Jane Brandewie. After the regular
program the usual social hour was enjoyed during which
the hostess served a dainty lunch.

SIDNEY (11) - A new firm has been organized in Sidney
which will be called the Ford Sales Company. The firm is
composed of W. H. Persinger, W. L. Allton, E. L. Allton
and B. A. Mires. They have taken the agency for the Ford
automobile for Shelby county. They are building an up to
date storage and sales room at the foot of Fair avenue,
which will be complete in a few days, where they will be
open for business. They will keep on hands a full line of
accessories, for the Ford machine. They also expect to run
an up to date garage in connection with the business, doing
all kinds of automobile repair work...J. W. Maginity of the
Favorite cigar store on the south side of the square, has
sold the business to John and Peter Goffena, who will
assume charge of the business on December 1. The barber
shop will still remain under the management of P. J.
Shearer.

SIDNEY-EI Shereef Temple, Knights of Khorassan will
have a big ceremonial at the Knights of Pythias hall on
New Year’s day. The work of initiation will begin at 3PM
and at 6:30PM an elaborate banquet will be served...All
persons are urged to give liberally of meat, flour and
groceries of all kinds that the baskets sent out from the
court house at the Community Christmas tree may be as
generous as those furnished by the churches heretofore.
Let us make the Christmas season of 1914 a happy time for
everyone in Sidney. Send donations to court house
Wednesday morning, December 23.

ANNA-The Ladies Aid Society of the M. E. church were
delightfully entertained at the home of Mrs. J. W. A.
Fridley Thursday afternoon. Before the business session
they were favored with the music by the Anna orchestra.
After business the Christmas box was opened from which
each one received some useful present. A 3:30PM a
delicious lunch was served, catered by the Inn Between and
served by the hostess, after which they returned home,
tully believing that they had entered into a joyful Christmas
season...Bye-bye 1914.
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Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Richard & Virginia Henke
Jon Baker Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve & Peg Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Drew & Debbie Barber Paul & Linda Keller

Walt & Carol Bennett Koenig Equipment, Inc
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Minster Bank
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William & Karen Feth Bill & Lisa Ragon
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Mindy Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Body Carstar

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth
Wilson Memorial Hospital
Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




