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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

CONTACT Us:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Microfilm Project
Update

We are happy to announce the microfilm
project is off to a great start. Although there are still
many opportunities for you to commemorate your
family.

Wonderful news! The ScanPro 3000 and
microfilm have arrived and will be operational by the
beginning of the new year. The missing reels from the
Sidney Daily News have also been found. The years
1981 through 1994 are now available.

We are still researching the county newspapers

Welcome New Members:
Bob Barnhart, Anna, OH
R. Michael Johnson, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships

| d'Y.jarlIy $25 that are available. We will update you as soon as we
b piubons have more details.
Family - $35

For those who have already participated we
thank you for helping make this a successful endeavor.

If you are interested in purchasing a year
please contact Sharon at the Ross Center (937-498-
1653) to see if the year you would like to sponsor is
available.

Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500



What's Happening at
The Ross Center

In early November The Ross
Historical Center received a facelift on the
front porch. A new surface was laid over the

concrete creating an even layer that is more
durable than the original. Minster Concrete i
Coatings installed the polyaspartic floor
coating which removed any slickness and [
stands up to salt and shoveling. It is a
beautiful addition to our home!

<hank yo,,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: October Volunteer Info:
Sidney 9th-President didn’t start 193 Volunteers
pardoning turkeys until the 1940s. 1449 Hours
Sidney 25th-Mike Wagner hadn’t been
born yet! Volunteer gift certificate winners
The clues were found by: for October:
Carol Leffler and Jeanette Carter
Paul and Janice Workman John-Henry Frantz

Congratulations! Thank you to all

- ) The c‘l‘ue Wﬂ} b}f founi ONLY in the our volunteers! We depend on you!
Out of the Past” section. In October, 2,070 people

participated in SCHS programs.




0 A Postcard Mystery D

( By: Joe Hammann S

This Society member needs
assistance in solving a Shelby County
Mystery. Recently, I

Society. Again, this image does not
match school houses in Maplewood,
Jackson Center, Botkins,

acquired the two
postcards  pictured
which were mailed to
Lydia Counts outside
of Anna, Ohio. The
images date to the i
1910-1912  time @
period.

or Port Jefferson. I also
checked the (2008)
postcard book published
by the Auglaize County
Historical Society for
school buildings in
_ 1| |towns close to Anna (i.e.
-~ " ISt. Johns and New

I  originally
thought the brick
edifice depicted in
one of the cards to be
the pre-1937
earthquake Anna
School  building.
However, upon
comparison with my

Hampshire). Those
pictured still did not
duplicate those on this

card sent to Ms. Counts.

A possible clue

that could help is a sign
in the upstairs window

at the far left. It reads:
KOTM. These initials

other (circa 1909)
Anna School cards, the pictured image
here did not match up.

I then checked society member
Terry Lee’s book Postcard Images of
Shelby County (2004) that is sold by the

could possibly relate to
the Knights of the Maccobees: A
fraternal organization.

My confusion is further
heightened by the fact that both interior
and exterior cards are “hand cancelled”

- i

with the words “Anna, Ohio
RR#1” added in purple pencil.
This artifact detail brings
into play some intriguing United
| States Post office history. In 1896
\|the U.S. Postal Service instituted
| “Rural Free Delivery.”  Mail
carriers for the first time
delivered mail throughout the
: country side. These postal
. employees hitched up a post
office mail wagon to a horse and

This image is an example of what mail carriers

drove around the turn of the century.

rode their circuit (route).



Recently, on a visit to the Urbana
Antique Market at the Champaign County
Fair Grounds, I encountered Mr. Guy
Purington, Ohio’s expert on post mark
history, and I related to him my find and its
subsequent markings. He was able to
clarifty what probably happened in the
process of this card’s delivery and in the
process shared some fascinating postal
history.

What probably happened, according
to Mr. Purington, was that the two cards
shown were picked up by an RFD carrier
and hand cancelled. Yes, the carrier used a
purple pencil marker right in the postal
wagon and marked the card by himself!
This means that what the horse drawn mail
carrier did with these two particular cards
was to pick them up from the sender’s
(Lina’s) roadside mailbox at the end of her
lane. Then, he said, the cards were
transported “down the line,” which in this
case meant to the residence of Ms. Lydia
Counts. Guy explained some carriers in
those days would have also used the
interchangeable descriptor “up the line”
referring to the route travelled each day.
Guy says he, himself, prefers the term:
“down the line.” The carrier then deposited
Lina’s card in Lydia’s mailbox at the end of
her lane.

The message on the KOTM card'’s
reverse reads:

Hello Lydia,

We are going to the Al (omight snd [

thoughy [ would send you 4 card and

maybe you Lolks could go foo. Am
going down (o seq my Ma today

Lina

This interesting bit of postal history
aside, my question still reverts to the
identification of the building itself. The
message seems to indicate that the building
pictured was the Knights of the Maccabee

Hall. But if so, where? According to
Hitchcock’s 1913 book in Shelby County
history, there existed a group membership
of Maccabees extant in Quincy. Could this
building have existed just over the county
line in this Logan County Community?

So much history as well as mystery
on such a diminutive historical piece of
ephemera! I find all this curiously
interesting as well as fascinating and hope
you do too!

Please help solve this piece of Shelby
County, Maccabean, Rural Free Delivery,
“hand cancelled” history-full mystique.
Where was this two storied building
located? And what was its purpose?

Editor's Note: Upon close examination of
the post card and the interior, we believe
could very well be of another building, a
church most likely, as on the front wall the
word HYMNS and numbers underneath are
visible. There are also windows on either
side of the room making it unlikely to be a
part of the building pictured in the other
postcard.




New Books Available Soon

A collection of all that is odd and Ohioan! These
two books are filled with all things odd and
remarkable about the Buckeye state! Look inside
and see all the weird history, legends, folklore and
trivia they don’t teach in schools.
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Tickets

Piper Buildving 1 for $1
6 for $5

Tavlor Building

Shelbp Connite Courthonse

Monumental Builbing

Pesples Woderal Sabimge & Laan

Spot Bestaurant

We have discovered the last full set of pewter ornaments of
Downtown Sidney Buildings so we have decided to raffle the
set off! We are selling tickets 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. Stop by the
Ross Center for your chance! Ticket will be drawn at the end
of our Christmas of YesterYear Open House
Saturday, December 5, 2015



B, Ot of the P

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
DEC. 1940 -75 Yrs. Ago
Anne Morrow

NEWPORT (12t)-Phil Snyder and Lloyd Lallaman, two
first class butchers, are kept busy every day at the Schwartz
slaughter house...Mr. & Mrs. Robert Broerman, recently
married, are enjoying their honeymoon trip to Florida. The
bride was formerly Miss Margaret Zumberger, of Sidney.

SIDNEY (19t%)-Russel and John Bunker entertained the
members of their Scout troop to a Christmas party
Wednesday evening with an informal evening following the
regular business session. Tempting refreshments were
served to Dick Lambert, Jimmie Helmlinger, Bud Halpin,
Benny Nickelson, Carl Didler, Paul Ginn and Scott Master
Forest Friend...New Location! RIKE’S Shop for Men-
North Ohio Avenue in Ohio Building...

SIDNEY (26t%)-Fire started about 4:30 Christmas
morning at the SPOT restaurant when the fumes of the
gasoline cleaning fluid which the men were using to clean,
became ignited and caused an explosion. It is believed that
a gas pilot light was overlooked in turning out all flames
before starting the cleaning. The Spot, which has been a
Sidney institution for over 33 years, is closed only one day
each year and that is Christmas. As a result some extra
cleaning operations were underway on the walls and floors
during this time and gasoline cleaning fluid was being used.
Ray Anderson was severely hurt as the result of the blast
with burns and shock and being treated at the local
hospital. The restaurant, which is operated by Joe B. Cook
and Ray Anderson, has been located on the southwest
corner of the public square for over 33 years and has
become a local institution so when word spread over the
city and county during the day, there was a constant stream
of people look through the barred windows. According to
Cook, arrangements are being completed today to reopen
the restaurant in a location south of the corner and is
expected that they will be open for business before the
week is over.

MERRY CHRISTMAS from Sidney Merchants Miami
Chic Hatchery-N Dixie Hwy.; General Body Repair-Rear
Boys Club; Shelby County Motor Club-Basement of
Courthouse; Bowman Bros. Used Car-Phone Union 1272;
Shelby Woodworking Co.-Lake Street; Gasaway Cleaners &
Dyers-1st Door South of Post Office; Minton Market-
Minton Ct., off N. Main Ave.; Hetzel Confectionery-South
Side of Square; Salm & Son’s Wholesale Grocery-Alley off
Franklin St.; Purity Confectionery-Corner Ohio + Poplar
St.; Fogt & Fleckenstein Inc.-N. Ohio Ave @ RR; Citizen
Ice + Coal Co.-321 Short Clinton; G.E. Woodruff Tires +
Repair; Spot Restaurant Corner of Ohio + Court and also
in Lima, Piqua and Athens Ohio.

THE DEMOCRAT
DEC. 1915-100 Yrs. Ago
Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (10™) S.E. Dillbone, agent for the Dodge and
Paige cars, has moved his sales room to the Motor in
garage on East Court Street. The new garage is now in full
operation under the management of Claude DeWeese and
Ray Milholland...Someone broke into the saloon of
William Bauer Tuesday night or early Wednesday morning
and stole two bottles of whiskey. Entrance was gained by
breaking one of the back windows to the east of the
bowling alley.

SIDNEY (17th) There will be a special Christmas musical
program at the Presbyterian Church next Sunday.
Selections from the Messiah will be given under the
direction of Miss Jessie Ayers Wilson...G. E. Cyphers, of
the Sidney Clothing Company, received Monday among
other family heirlooms, a coverlet wove for his
grandmother in 1840. It contains many fancy designs and
it is very well preserved. On account of its beauty and
coming down from his respected ancestor, Mr. Cyphers
prizes it very highly.

RUSSIA (24t)-The spelling bee given at the Catholic
school last Friday evening was well attended. Miss Emma
Grilliot being the champion speller and Messrs. Harry
Mader and Leo Francis being the speediest in cyphering...
Hope all remember to be putting out some reindeer food
for Rudolph, Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Donner, Prancer,
Vixen, Blitzen and Dancer.

HOUSTON-If there were 200 dwellings in our little
hamlet, there would, at the present ratio be about five
hundred sick ones, but as it is there are only about 100
person on the grunt, each home apparently having its share
of illness at the moment...Wasn’t Tuesday a Bee You Tee
Full day, we noticed it, perhaps because so many spoke of
it, by phone, by postal card, by actions and by way
innumerable. Yes, all agreed ToosDay was a December
Beaut... The Big 4 Depot has come out in a pretty winter
coat and the surroundings are being taken care of by the
lads. Note the new platform, outbuildings, etc. Work will
now begin on a new water tank down at Lamb. Block
office, if the weather continues favorable

Archbishop Moeller has issued a warning against the chain
prayer which is again being circulated. The prelate says
that the prayer in itself is good, but characterized as a rank
superstition that all those who recite it nine times will be
freed from all calamities.

Here is where we wish all readers of The Shelby County
Historical Society News Letter- a Merry Christmas and a
bright and prosperous New Year.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SIDNEY, OH 45365
PERMIT #31

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County .

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from 4}
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.
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President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis Secretary: Rich Wallace

Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Faye Spangler, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Dave Russell

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
Jon Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Douglas Millhoff

Continental Express, Inc. Minster Bank

David & Linda DeVelvis John & Marilyn Minton
Dorothy Love Retirement Community Primary Eyecare Associates
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Bill & Lisa Ragon

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Dave Ross

Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Manufacturing Company

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




