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Mission: o actively engage and educate
olr community to preserve and
nromote local history
Vision: '[o become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past
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Welcome New Members:

Donad and Elizabeth Jacobites, Beverly Hills, M|
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Parther - $300
Lesacy Partner (0] - $500

Center for Industry,
Innovation and Opportunity

by Rich Wallace,
SCHS Task Force Chair

The Society’s Task Force, board and staff have made steady
progress toward developing a vision and plan for what will become the
Center for Industry, Innovation and Opportunity across the street from the
Ross Historical Center in downtown Sidney. The past several newsletters
have contained a series of articles outlining the process by which the Task
Force has proceeded to work with our exhibit design firm, Exhibit
Concepts and our general construction firm Ferguson Construction.
The November Society newsletter explained that the staff of
Exhibit Concepts has been working on developing an interpretive plan for
the Center and the Society. Task force members have been working with
Ferguson Construction Company as well as concerning the general
construction plan for the building. Special attention has been paid by the
Task Force in determining exactly what we want to achieve in the Center.
Although a naming opportunity will be available for families and
businesses wishing to invest in the Center, at this point, the Task Force has
chosen the name, The Center for Industry, Innovation and Opportunity.
We think the name helps achieve our goal of emphasizing the critical
importance local industries and business have had in the development of
this community. Time and time again, our history teaches us the same
lesson: Our success has been founded upon the core values of our workers
and leaders. They, in turn, have recognized the time-honored value of
ingenuity and innovation in order to achieve success at virtually every turn.
Innovation always creates substantial opportunities for future progress.
The working theme of the Center is “Embrace the people of Shelby
County’s innovative past and become a part of its future.” The museum
space will center around five key subthemes:
¢ Personal values forged the innovative spirit of Shelby County.
¢ An innovative attitude and courage to take risks has led to inventive
breakthroughs in the past and set the stage for expecting more in the
future.

¢ A consistent desire to improve and a willingness to embrace change
have led to many opportunities for adaptation.

¢ Community relationships built a web of connectivity that has helped
innovators in Shelby County succeed for generations.

¢ There is a role for everyone in our future. What is yours?

The Task Force will have a final interpretive plan and building
layout in the coming months. Please feel free to contact any Society board
or staff member with questions.



Giving has never been easier! Amazon | Saturday, December 3rd, 11:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Smile is a way to get your holiday shopping eﬁ;u'o tmas
done and to give at the same time! Just go to the Gﬁ

website  smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1317780 @ y&i

and the Shelby County Historical Society will

receive a donation from Amazon.com!

DPEN HOUSE
Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical

#StartWithaSmile at Society and open to the public. Come enjoy the
smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1317780 sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of
for your holiday gifts and Amazon donates to YesterYear! All ages are welcome.
Sh e_l by County Historical Society. Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each
O Build your own gingerbread house!
Siori wlih a Smile ai Pottery Demonstrations
*’ st amagain, com this Holiday Season Christmas Trees decorated by local schools
Suppoarl us and Find all af vour hodiday edseribalsy Woodcarving demonstrations
including gifts, decorations, and mare Special Merchandise Discounts
VR, m_m" e Cookies & Refreshments
FRRPNETT]IM Popcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire
Toy train display Ross HISTORICAL CENTER
Ornament Making

201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney
937-498-1653

Valentine’s Day Massacre Exhibit
Where: American Legion
1265 Fourth Avenue, Sidney
When: January 14 , 2017
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lt. Michael Kline, of the Berrien County

$20

i
i Sxclusive Offer

. Sheriff’s Office in Michigan, will be bringing
Authentic two Thompson submachine guns that were
Historic Sidney Theatre used in the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre on
Marqguee Ornament Feb. 14, 1929.

These handcrafted holiday ornaments are authentc
Histaric Sidney Theatre marques bulbs,
Each Edison style bulb features itz original patina.

uy

VYOLUNTEERS
The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” October Volunteer Info:
hidden clues: '
Sidney 1st - Greg Schmiesing’s business 202 Volunteers
idney 1st - iesi usi
2240 Wapakoneta Ave 1376 Hours
Sidney 24th - Gary Fletcher Volunteer gift certificate winners for Octo-
The clues were found by: ber:
Barri Grandey
Julia Young, John Laws, and John Enders. Ruth Adams
"\ Congratulations! Thank you to all our vol-
A/ The clue will be found ONLY in the unteers! We depend on you! In October,
“Out of the Past” section. 2029 people participated in SCHS programs.




Early Settler Ginn Led Adventurous Life
By Rich Wallace

Each community points with an
understandable amount of pride to its most
accomplished citizens. Sidney paid tribute to
Nobel Prize winner Dr. Paul Lauterbur in April
2004, with a hometown celebration. The Shelby
County Historical Society has publicized the
great deeds of such other hometown notables as
astronomer Dr. Clyde Fisher, Methodist
Missionary Ida Haslup Goode and architect India
Boyer.

Recording and preserving history of these
people and notable events is important work.
Shelby County residents have R. Sutton & Co.
and A.B.C. Hitchcock to thank for recording the
histories of scores of people who were critical to
the formative development of our local and
national history. We rely heavily today on the
work of such biographers.

Historians

Sutton and Hitchcock are well-known
names to local researchers. These gentlemen had
a counterpart, from Shelby County, who has
received no publicity here for his monumental
efforts in preserving the history of Southern
California. His name is James Miller Ginn. Who
was this mystery man of history?

His parents, James and Eliza Miller Ginn,
arrived in the United States from Ireland in 1819,
the same year Shelby County was organized.
They had moved to just outside present-day
Houston by 1830. The younger James and his
eight siblings helped clear more than 300 acres of
farmland from the dense forest.

His early schooling was brief at best and
took place in a rough log schoolhouse. He
attended Antioch College, later transferring to
Oberlin College in 1858. Teaching back in
Shelby County when college was not in session
provided his only income.

His life changed forever with the news
that the Confederates had attacked Fort Sumter in
April 1861. Ginn and many fellow students
volunteered for duty within few days of President
Lincoln’s call to war.

James Ginn signed on with the 7™ Ohio
Volunteer Infantry.  That regiment had a
distinguished and somewhat unique record of

service. The 7™ fought in both the eastern
theatre (the battles of Antietam, Chancellorsville
and Gettysburg) and the western theater (Atlanta,
Resaca and other battles).

Defining Moment

Most people can point to a defining
moment in their lives when an experience or
event shaped the course of the rest of their years.
So it was with the young James Ginn.

The August 1861 Battle of Kessler’s
Cross Lanes in West Virginia bears no more
mention than a footnote for its importance in the
Civil War. Confederate Gen. Floyd crossed the
Gauley River in the Kanawah Valley and
surprised Ginn’s 7" Ohio Regiment in an early
morning attack. This route of the Union forces
caused only 285 total casualties. It was a short
but desperate fight.

Saved from Starvation

Pvt. Ginn was separated from his men
and then got lost trying to find his unit. The
opposing forces moved on, leaving Ginn alone.
He recalled later that he “...subsisted on a few
berries and leaves of wintergreen.” He met up
with other Union forces after five long days and
was saved from starvation. His health, however,
never fully recovered.

More character-forming battles awaited
him. A year later, in August 1862, the 7" Ohio
was literally torn to pieces by the Confederates
at the Battle of Cedar Mountain. His regiment
suffered a casualty rate of 66 percent. Ginn’s
Company C sent only 23 men who were fit for
duty (out of a complement of 100) into battle.
Just six, including Ginn, walked away uninjured.
He also survived the great battles of Antietam,
Winchester and Second Bull Run.

His poor health forced him to retire from
the service in January 1863. He declined an
appointment to the rank of captain offered by
Ohio Governor Todd in November of that year.
Either fighting or staying in Ohio was not an
option for Ginn. He was just 26 years old and
the warmer climate of Southern California
beckoned.

James Ginn journeyed to California by
sailing to Panama and walking across the



Isthmus of Panama, then completing his journey
by ship. He did not remain there for long. Gold
had been discovered in Idaho, so he joined
thousands of others in the 300-mile hike to the
gold fields. He stayed there for several years,
working mines in the Boise area. Ginn later
recalled being rich one time, then “dead broke”
soon thereafter. A less adventurous and
healthier lifestyle was what he needed.

His arrival back in California was greeted
at first not by success but by embarrassment.
His late grand-niece and Sidney resident Vera
Ginn  remembered the

contributions he made.

Just after serving as the superintendent of
the Los Angeles Schools, Guinn joined others in
organizing the Historical Society of Southern
California. He held virtually every office in the
society over a 35-year period, including a year as
president, eight as treasurer and 26 as curator.

It was as an author and historian,
however, that he made his greatest contribution.
The official history of the society refers to him
as “its most faithful chronicler.” He wrote more
than 80 articles for the society’s annual

publication. J.M. Guinn

family stories.

“He came home
one time to visit. He said
he was forced to change| @
his last name to ‘Guinn’ |
because  creditors  of |
another family relative had |§
traced him to California, Z
mistakenly thinking he
owed  them  money. |
Thereafter he was James | %
Guinn. We all chuckled| |
over it.” '

Teaching Career

After a short l o s ;ﬁ S 3 — .

also wrote the sections
on history for 11 large
4] volumes on local
history, including the
“Historical and
Biographical Record of
2% Los  Angeles And
8 Vicinity” and “A History
of California and an
“Extended History of its
#| Southern Coast
Counties.”

FLE o | Guinn had a
w8l reputation for accurate
historical writing. He

teaching career, Guinn was
chosen to serve as
superintendent ~ of  the

JAMES GINN’S home in California is
depicted in this photo.

once commented to
society members, “If all
the write-ups of early

Anaheim, California

schools. He occupied that position for 12 years
and then was selected as the first superintendent
of the Los Angeles City Schools. His service
there lasted three years.

His community contributions included
serving as a member of the Los Angeles Board
of Education and the California State Board of
Education and county assessor.

The year was 1884. James Guinn, then
nearing 50 years of age, had lived a full life. His
greatest contributions to his community,
however, had yet to be made.

Sparked His Interest

It is unknown what specifically sparked
his interest in Southern California history. It is
certainly likely he felt a part of it because of the

Los Angeles that appear
in the public press could be collected and
illuminated by the light of the real facts... they
would make the most comical history ever
written.”

James Miller Guinn may be unknown in
Shelby County, the county of his birth, but he is
a familiar figure to California historians. Martha
Crosley Graham, a distinguished Southern
California writer and historian, is quite aware of
Guinn and his work. She recently told this
author, “Mr. Guinn was such a prolific writer
and historian. I am deeply indebted to him and
his memory.”

Add James M. Ginn (Guinn) to the long
list of Shelby Countians who have left a
remarkable legacy of service to others.



Historic Investigation

for Period Paint

By Jane Bailey

Early Thursday morning on Nov. 17, a special
crew made their way to the oldest house still standing in |
Shelby County. The 200 year old Wilson-Lenox house
was built in 1816 near Hardin, the first county seat, and
is currently owned by the Ditmer family. Mrs. Barbara |
Ditmer and her dog Buckeye eagerly awaited the work
crew’s arrival, greeting them at the old house by golf cart when they finally arrived. This special investiga-
tion crew was made up of only three members: two men from the Restoration Project team at the Ohio His-
tory Connection (OHC) in Columbus and a world renowned expert in paint analysis, Frank Welsh, who
flew in all the way from Philadelphia, PA.

One might ponder what sort of mission could draw a gentleman of Welsh’s stature to Shelby
County, and the answer is quite remarkable. Due to circumstance and fate, the Wilson-Lenox house still
contains patches of it’s original paint from when the house was first built, tucked out of sight behind the
doorways. Therefore, samples of this paint could be taken and examined to determine what pigments made
up the color so that it could be accurately recreated and used to help in the restoration of other historic
houses from the same time period. In this case, the crew was sampling the paint at the Wilson-Lenox house
to help in the restoration of the Johnston Farm house in Piqua.

Aside from obtaining paint samples from the inside of the house, the
crew worked diligently to determine the methods originally used on the brick-
work for the outside of the house. Chris Buchanan, the OHC Restoration Pro-
ject Coordinator, stated that they were studying the Wilson-Lenox house be-
| cause its features were still intact and pointed out evidence on the west side of
the house where the bricks had once been painted a “Spanish Brown” color,
typical of that time period.

The crew examined bricks on all sides of = g

Evidence of original painton [ the house, even using a scissor lift at one point to
the bricks. view the bricks near the gabled roofline, a

unique feature for an early nineteenth century house. Their outside investi-
gation was for a technique called “penciling,” which was a mixture of chalk,
glue, and water painted over the mortar joints to add a protective layer to the
walls. Since the Wilson-Lenox house had an addition on the east side, there
was a possibility that some evi-
dence might still remain. The other gentleman from the OHC
Restoration Team pulled out his ladder and bravely climbed
through the narrow window in the gable of the addition,
crawling along the rafters to reach the untouched brick wall to
examine it for possible evidence. Since this is a lengthy proc-
ess, [ was unable to stay for the entire examination. However |
hope to hear soon whether or not the investigation went well
"8l and the team found the answers they were looking for to help

& With the restoration of Johnston Farm!
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Mysteries at the
Ross Historical Center! efc/?é’;
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Highlighting mftlfacts a[onateo[ to the Shelby County Historical Soczeé;f[y

“Is there a Santa Claus"”

This title in itself is a mystery to many folks as we approach the most wonderful time of the
year: Christmas! Unlike several of our other artifacts we have featured this past year in the Historical
Highlights, this month’s item has nothing to do with the history of Shelby County. It holds a special
place in our hearts, however, as there are few people who have not read or heard the famous editorial
by Francis P. Church. Safely tucked away between other volumes donated to the Historical Society by
the Amos Public Library, we find a small volume of only four pages titled “Is there a Santa Claus?”
This edition is merely a reproduction of the original question and response in the Sept. 21, 1897
editorial from The New York Sun, but contains the entire text as was written over a hundred years ago.

. In 1897, an 8 year old girl by the name of Virginia
’ - O’Hanlon submitted this famous letter to the editor featured
Dear Editor: - @) on the left. Church’s response contained these well known
g I am 8 years old. Some & words: “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.” However, it
S of my little friends say there is @& was to remain anonymous until his death on April 11, 1906
4 no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If 8 that Francis P. Church was indeed the writer behind the
B You see it in the Sun it's so.” ¥R response that moved multitudes of hearts from around the
&8 Please tell me the truth, is there §@% \orld. This innocent letter and philosophical response have
a Santa Claus? o » inspired several children’s books as well as an Emmy Award
(Vlfg"?m Ojf[‘l”["” 2%  winning movie, with even a window at Macy’s in New York
115 West Ninety-fifth St. &, City themed accordingly in 2015. It is also the best known
fe AR MOV and most  re-

' printed editorial
in the history of American Journalism. Despite being
written 119 years ago, Church’s response to an age old
question is one message still relevant today that we
should all take to heart and let guide us during the up-

coming holiday season.

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists
as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life its
highest beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would be the
world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment,
except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which
childhood fills the world would be extinguished.”

(Excerpt from “Is there a Santa Claus?”)




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1941-DEC.-75 Years Ago
Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (1st)-Sidney members of the WLW Mailbag club
are being invited to attend the Christmas party of
Lalawands chapter in Piqua by Mrs. Gordon E. Stockham,
of Piqua, and all those who are interested in attending the
affair are asked to write to Mrs. Stockham at R. R. 2, Piqua.
The Mailbag organization is affiliated with the WLW
program, heard Saturday morning from 9 to 9:30 o’clock
over the Cincinnati station, and has several local members.

FT. LORAMIE (4th)-Tuesday afternoon the Ft. Loramie
fire company made a quick run to the Albert Gaier farm
tenanted by Mr. & Mrs. Henry Hoelsher, where the house
was burning. The house was some damaged by smoke and
water, and it was just seen in time. The house is covered
by insurance.

SIDNEY (15%)-The Idlewild club members were guests
for the annual Christmas party Sunday evening in the home
of Mr. and Mrs. A. N. Hemmert, on McKinley street,
following dinner served in the Staley country home on
South Dixie highway. Covers were laid for: Mr. and Mrs.
LJ. Meyerholtz, Mr. and Mrs. Hemmert, Mr. and Mrs.
James Sharp, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Harmony, Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Monroe, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Houldsworth, Mr. and
Mrs. George Ehrhardt and Mr. and Mrs. H.V. Davis. The
club members exchanged gifts during the pleasant informal
hours spent with bridge games.

SIDNEY (23t9)-Judging of the outdoor Christmas
decorating contest sponsored by the Sidney Flower Study
club will take place this evening and all contestants are
asked to have the lights in the decoration on between the
hours of 7 and 11 o’clock. Competent judges will award
the different prizes in the three competitions, artistic,
religious; simple but effective. This is the first competition
sponsored in Sidney and 17 entries are listed to be judged.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS: SIDNEY OHIO
THOMA Jewelry Store-Since 1938-East Side Square
Rike’s Shop for Men-111 N. Ohio Ave., Ohio Bldg.
J.EMINNIEAR-Interstate Trucking Co. Garage N. Main
Avenue at Apple Y.

Bowman Bros. Used Cars-Phone Union 1272
FOGT’S Market-818 N. Main Avenue
Shelby Ct. Historical Society
Corner Main & North-Looking forward to 2017
MINTON Market-Minton’s Court-N. Main Ave.
Osborn Flower Shop-111 E. North St.

L. Halberstein-North Side Square.
Montgomery Ward-Karl Whitney, Mgr.
CITIZEN Ice & Coal-321 Short Clinton

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
1916-DEC.-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

COLE CHAPEL (15T)-About twenty-five young folks
gathered at the home of Ed Hall, Tuesday evening by way
of a surprise on their son Carlton, who is to leave in a
short time for Nebraska. At a late hour the crowd broke
up declaring the Hall folks jolly entertainers.

BRUSH-Several from the vicinity were in attendance at
the regular meeting of the New Hope Grange at Ballou on
last Wednesday night when third and fourth degree work
was administered to sixteen Candidates after which a
banquet was held followed by a very interesting program
consisting of songs and recitations, there were several
visitors present including seven from the Up to Date
Grange from Crayon, O., and seventeen from the Miami
Grange from Piqua, a very nice time was enjoyed by all
present.

SIDNEY (8™)-In the south window of the Cut Price
Shoe store on the west side of the square a very pretty
holiday decoration has been made and in it a good showing
of their complete line of house slippers appropriate for
Christmas gifts is shown.

PORT JEFFERSON (22NDP)-The beautiful home of Mr.
& Mrs. J.M. LeFevre, of Port Jefferson was the scene of
reunion, merriment and festivities yesterday. The occasion
was the celebration of their Golden wedding. The
morning hours witnessed the arrival of fifty guests, among
who were their seven living children and eleven
grandchildren.

FT LORAMIE-We all thought harvest was over long ago,
but Ben Vogelsang holds his harvest this week. Nay, nay,
my friend, it’s not wheat or oats but an ice harvest at the
Basin...Butchering is the big order of the day and many a
porker gave up the ghost these last few days to fill the
kitchen larder.... The choir rehearsed for the 1st time
before Christmas, its new mass, Holy Family Mass;
everything went smoothly and all are anxious to praise the
Lord on Christmas morning with their new rendition.

SIDNEY (29%)-H. E. Bennett, the manager of the
successful Bennett Packing Company of this city,
presented to each of the employees of that company the
Oldham Bennett Realty Company, Citizens Ice, Coal and
Supply Co., and the O. B. Transfer Company with a large
ham for Christmas. The hams were purchased from
Howell Brother Farm on Sidney Fryberg Rd., north of
Sidney.  Wishing all of them Merry Christmas in
appreciation of their service. The hams each weighed
between 15 and 20 pounds. Mr. Bennett is among Sidney’s
best known and successful business men.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County .
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from g
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. ,

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler Secretary: Rich Wallace
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Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop
Anonymous Michael & Jane Jones

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Dean & Linda Long
Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

David & Linda DeVelvis Minster Bank

Dorothy Love Retirement Community John & Marilyn Minton
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Bill & Lisa Ragon

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Dave Ross

Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be

charged for its return.




