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Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  
promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 
excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Members: 

David Schroeder, Port Townsend, WA 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical HighlightsHistorical HighlightsHistorical HighlightsHistorical Highlights    
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

December 2017 Edition 

 It seems nearly impossible that 2017 is almost at an end.  I would like to 
take a few moments to review the accomplishments of the Shelby County 
Historical Society over the past year. In keeping with our promise a few years 
ago, we have continued to tell “Journey Stories” of the residents of Shelby 
County.  Our theme this year was “Titians of Industry.”  Using the stories of 
these community leaders, the Exhibit Committee created a magnificent exhibit 
hosted at the Ross Historical Center from April to October.  This theme was 
also used during our Graceland Cemetery and Ghost Tours.  
  As plans for the new Innovation Center were being developed, the 
SCHS Board decided the Ross Historical Center needed to receive some tender 
loving care before we embarked our next exciting journey.  The roof shingles 
were was replaced and the outside dressed with a fresh coat of paint.  Though 
each of these projects seemed to be straightforward at the onset, the Ross 
Center is over 100 years old and had its own surprises in store for the 
contractors. 
  The Society was honored again in October 2017 by the Ohio Local 
History Alliance where we received our 15th award in 16 years for the Civil 
War Living History Weekend, which will be held again in September 2018. We 
were also honored by the federal government to participate in the CAP 
Program.   This gave us the funds to offset some of the cost of preservationist 
Steven McQuillin and Conservationists Ronna Rivers to visit the Ross 
Historical Center.   They shared their expertise and guidance on how to take the 
proper steps to preserve the Ross Center and our artifact collection. 
 The Society was also blessed to partner with the WorkForce 
Partnership, Shelby County Soil and Water Conservation District, and the 
Shelby County Antique Tractor Association, who helped turn Longfellow 
School into a manufacturing facility. A special thank you goes to Bob Barnhart,  

A Message from the DirectorA Message from the DirectorA Message from the DirectorA Message from the Director    

Shelby County Bicentennial 

Commemorative Print 
 To kick off celebrating the county’s 
bicentennial, we will be selling a special 
historic print of the courthouse on a page 
salvaged from a ruined copy of the 1883 
book “History of Shelby County.” Call or 
stop in and put your order in early, as there 
will be only 100 of these prints available for 
sale starting December 2. 

Members - $20 
Non-Members - $25 

Continued on page 2 
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VOLUNTEERS 

October Volunteer Info: 
 231 Volunteers 

 1643 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for  

October: 
Karen Stockstill 

David Potts 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our vol-
unteers! We depend on you! In October,  

2126 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney (10th)-Shelia Nuss 
Tawawa Highlights-BK Root Beer 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

Janet Born, Julie Gilardi, Nancy Abels,  

John and Edna Mae Laws,  Sheila Nuss,  

 Barb Ditmer, Mark Deam, Patricia Francis,  

  
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

Christmas 
of 
Yesteryear It’s Free!It’s Free!It’s Free!It’s Free!    

Saturday, December 2nd, 11:00 Saturday, December 2nd, 11:00 Saturday, December 2nd, 11:00 Saturday, December 2nd, 11:00 ----    4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.    

O P E N  H O U S E 

SAVE 10% 
ON BOOKS 

& GIFTS 

Cecil Steele, and Keith McLain, who spent hours helping create a candle holder the students could make 
on their own.  The Just for Kids Committee provided Pioneer Day, Coming To America, and the Civil 
War Educational Day for all the schools in Shelby County.  They also shared their expertise with the third 
grade teachers of Sidney City Schools providing curriculum enrichment tools for their Local History 
Class to be used in their classroom along with providing downtown Sidney tours. The BentFinger 
Foundation also partnered with the Just For Kids Committee to provide a Native American Day for 
Whittier Elementary School. These are just a few of the programs offered for the youth of Shelby County 
throughout the year. Christmas of Yesteryear will be the last children’s event for the year. Thank you for 
everyone who made The Community Foundation’s 65th Anniversary Match Day a success for the Shelby 
County Historical Society.  Whether you sent your annual membership dues or a special end of the year 
gift, your support is an inspiration to our board of trustees, staff and the Shelby County Community.  
 Mere words are never enough to thank all of our volunteers who share their time and talents which 
helps the Society to provide the community with exciting exhibits at the Ross Historical Center and 
educational programs for the general public and all the schools in Shelby County.  Without YOU none of 
this would be possible.  When I travel to visit other historical societies, we are envied by everyone in the 
room because of the number of volunteers who are willing to help make our events successful.  Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.   
 As I look forward to the next year, I see a very exciting future for the Shelby County Historical 
Society.  Plans continue to be put in place for the new Innovation Center, along with events that will 
celebrate both Shelby County and the City of Sidney’s Bicentennial.  Please don’t wait to be asked to be a 
volunteer-we want everyone in the community to join in the fun!  Let’s all decide to create a memory for 
a lifetime by creating events that celebrate the birth of our community.  Call the Society NOW and place 
your name on the volunteer list! 
Happy Holidays, 
Tilda Phlipot 



 

3 

BLACK FRIDAY 1893 
Written by Dr. Albert Binkley Dickas 

from his book: 

Passages II 
An Encore Anthology of Shelby County History 

 Designed and composed by William 
Binkley, co-owner and editor of The Sidney 

Journal, it was, by his own admission, the weekly 
newspaper’s format of multiple subheads and 
exhortations complete with beautifully executed 
photographic and lithographic visuals that readers 
were reminded to “Judge of the expense attached” 
and note particularly the absence of “swell head 
write-ups designed to especially benefit personal 
interests.”  With confidence born of the 
enthusiasms of the day, Binkley concluded the 
editorial preamble to the Industrial Edition by 
stating the purpose of publication was “to show that 
the past prosperity and present accelerated 
progression are but the inevitable result of natural 
causes.” 
 The date was February 10, 1893, and “The 
Gilded Age,” an era defined by both unprecedented 
economic growth and grinding immigrant poverty, 
was entering its third decade of existence.  
Characterized by the rapid expansion of the 
domestic railroad network, the introduction of the 
factory system and accelerated increases in labor 
union membership, the value of the U.S. economy 
rose at the fastest rate in its history, as evidenced by 
rapid increase in wages, wealth, and Gross 
Domestic Product. 
 The pages of the “Four Hundred,” the ever-
changing catalogue of the socially elite that 
represented the epitome of East coast society, were 
highlighted by the names of J.D. Rockefeller, 
Andrew W. Mellon, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and J.P. 
Morgan.  Everyday miseries continued for those 
confined to the lower class, but for persons 
associated with the rising middle class, life was 
better than it had ever been.  For the small 
percentage of individuals whose mere existence 
gave definition to fashionable society, life was - 
well, truly gilded. 
 One day short of two weeks later, the 
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad declared 
bankruptcy, the result of having overextended itself 
in a race to transportation supremacy.   

 Almost simultaneously, recently opened 
mines flooded the market with silver, causing 
precious metal prices to drop.  Cotton and wheat 
farmers struggled under a parallel decline in crop 
values.  Fearing the worst, people rushed to the 
banks to withdraw their savings, and a credit crunch 
rippled through the American economy.  The Panic 
of 1893 was under way. 
 Nine months later, as the holiday season 
approached, economic conditions had not improved 
all that much.  The merchants and entrepreneurs of 
Sidney were, like those throughout America, 
uncommonly worried.  After all, a significant 
portion of their annual income was usually realized 
during the month of December.  During his daily 
wanderings around the square, William Binkley had 
little trouble sensing the pungent whiff of fear and 
concern that filled the storefronts.  Upon return to 
his office, he came up with a plan of action.  The 
result, published on December 1, was certainly 
unusual: an abbreviated introduction to a small 
group of businessmen who, in all probability, had 
paid The Sidney Journal for advertising that was 
cleverly couched in terms that would hopefully 
greatly enhance holiday sales.  Since The Journal 
published only on the sixth day of the week, and the 
purpose was improvement in holiday shopping, this 
extended review could well be considered the very 
first example of “Black Friday”  advertising to 
appear in any Ohio newspaper, or perhaps, any 
newspaper published anywhere in the United. 
States. 
 Present-day consumers readily recognized 
the significance of the term “Black Friday,” the rite
-of-passage event that annually signals the 
beginning of the traditional holiday shopping 
season.  On this day immediately following 
Thanksgiving Day, many merchants open their 
stores early in anticipation of the arrival of hordes 
of shoppers drawn by the advertising of special, 
limited times sales.  The term was supposedly first 
used in the Philadelphia retail trade market in the 
early 1960s to describe the irksome pedestrian and  
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vehicle traffic environment that traditionally 
occurred the day following Thanksgiving.  To many 
merchants, however, the term indicates that time in 
the year during which they begin to make a profit 
on sales; that is, they begin to operate “in the 
black.” 
 William Binkley died more than three 
decades before Black Friday became a recognized 
holiday shopping phenomenon in America, but the 
wording and format of the special merchant review 
as published in The Sidney Journal issued on 
Friday, December 1, 1893, indicates he was very 
much aware of the importance of value-driven, 
holiday-shopping advertising.  He never used the 
term Black Friday, but his purpose and intent in 
publishing an introduction to the leading Sidney 
Businessman was in absolute harmony with the 
sense of the term as employed in modern-day 
advertising.   
 The headline to the 1893 review crowns an 
extended one-paragraph long introduction that 
readily established Sidney as an exceptional and 
enterprising Mid Western, up-and-coming 
community ready, willing, and indeed eager to 
embrace the opportunities of the approaching 20th 
century.  Enthusiastic introductions to the owners of 
fourteen leading community businesses followed--
of which eight are chosen for repetition here in 
abbreviated form: 

FACTS WORTH KNOWING ABOUT SIDNEY 

 “Sidney is one of the best points for 
business of any town in the State of a relative size.  
It is the center of a large, thickly settled and 
wealthy agriculture district, unsurpassed by any in 
the Union.  A glance at our densely packed business 
thoroughfares on an average day will speedily 
convince the most skeptical that as a trading center 
it has no superior.  People from far beyond the 
bounds of Shelby county come here to lay in their 
supplies, a fact which is creditable to the tact, 
energy and enterprise of our merchants, who can 
compete in every line with those of Dayton, 
Cincinnati and other large cities in the State, and, in 
fact, in many branches much below their rates.  
This they are enabled to do because all running 
expenses are lighter, rents and taxes are lower, help 
cheaper, cost of living less, besides other 
advantages in their favor.  The readers of The 

Journal who live here and enjoy the advantages of 
our institutions, and the patronage of the people of  

this locality should use every means to further their 
interests as a whole as well as their own, by 
patronizing home industry.  The holidays are 
rapidly approaching and we are aware that many 
are of the opinion that desirable articles can not be 
purchased here.  This is a mistake.  Give your home 
merchant a chance, and if what you want is not kept 
in stock he will gladly send and get it for you, and 
at a low, if not lower, figure than you would pay 
otherwise.  Do not visit other places to buy goods.  
You are doing Sidney and its business men an 
injustice.  Our business men are wide awake, and 
when making purchases procure as many bargains 
as the merchants of other towns and they never fail 
to give their patrons the benefits.  Sidney merchants 
always treat their customers and visitors 
courteously, and make friends with everybody.  If 
you have been in the habit of buying elsewhere, 
resolve to stop it at once, and go out, inspect the 
stocks and hear the prices quoted.  Their facilities 
for doing business are not exceeded by those of any 
place, and they will be found strictly trustworthy 
and worthy of all patronage extended to them.” 

A BUSY STORE 

 “One of the finest, most attractive as well as 
one of the busiest, stores of Sidney which we 
frequently have occasion to visit is that of Piper 
Brothers, who unquestionably carry one of the 
finest selected stocks of fancy and staple groceries 
in the city.  These men started this business with the 
firm conviction that the people of Shelby county 
want the best and purest goods, and judging from 
the large and influential trade which they control, 
there can be no possible doubt [that] they were 
correct.” 

WELL DRESSED MEN 

 “The men of Sidney, that is, the most of 
them, are noted for their neat, trim and well-dressed 
appearance.  This is especially true of those who 
patronize the fine merchant tailoring establishment 
of A. Mayer, located on the southwest corner of the 
square.  His prices always were reasonable, and this 
season, on account of recent financial difficulties, 
[he] has laid in a larger stock than ever before, 
because he bought goods cheap, and is, therefore, 
enabled to offer great inducements.” 

DAZZLING IS THE DISPLAY 

 “Wednesday we had occasion to drop into 
E.E. Kah’s model store, and up to which time little 
thought had been given to the rapidly approaching  
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holidays.  Once you enter there 
you will realize they are close at 
hand.  In the jewelry department 
he has an immense variety of 
pretty things...all the latest designs 
and novelties in jewelry, art 
pottery, fancy clocks, solid and 
plated silverware, also diamonds 
of the purest water, solid gold 
watches and everything in this line 
one could desire.” 

AN ADVANCED ART 

 “A visit a few days ago to 
the well known photograph gallery 
of C.W. VanDegrift has fully 
c o n v i n c e d  T h e  J o u r n a l 
representative that in no branch of 
the arts has more advancement 
been made in recent years than in 
that of photography.  Mr. VanDegrift is one of the 
up to date photographers, who has kept pace with 
all the discoveries and improvements in the art.  
Besides photography, he has won an enviable 
reputation as an artist in crayon, ink and water 
colors, and his splendid artistic efforts can not be 
too highly commended.” 

THE ARCADE 

 “If you reside in the city or country, or if 
you are a stranger, it will pay you to visit the 

Arcade, because it is actually a World’s Fair in 
miniature, and you can spend several hours in good 

advantage looking over many useful and curious 
articles which are there carried.  To enumerate all 
would about fill The Journal, but suffice it to say 

that there is china, crockery and glassware from the 
leading manufacturers of France, Germany, 

England, and America.  Visit this establishment and 
look it over.  It will be to your advantage, because 
the Messers. Wagner acknowledge that never since 
starting business have they had such an immense 

stock in every department.” 

THE MUSIC TRADE 

 “The increase in wealth and population in 
and around our city had developed a corresponding 
desire for all kinds of articles which minister to the 
comfort and pleasures of mankind.  Particularly is 
this noticeable in the great demand which has arisen 
for pianos and organs, a demand which is well met 
by A.P Shoaff, who conducts the leading music 
emporium of this region, and is doing a flourishing  

trade, but then, why should this not be the case?  
Though close business connections with the 
manufacturers he can offer inducements which few 
can equal.” 

A DRIVE IN FURNITURE 

 “This is the season of the year when 
thoughts turn to winter comfort, likewise the 
holidays, and as people in general have a liking for 
fine furniture, it is pleasant to visit a house as that 
conducted by Marion O. Proctor, who about one 
month ago succeeded to the business conducted by 
Shaw Brothers.  Never in the history of the 
furniture trade has there been more beautiful or 
more exquisite designs produced, and never has 
there been such an exhibit made in Sidney as that 
now on display at Mr. Proctor’s.” 
 Was this review tainted by hype, 
exaggeration, embellishment, hyperbole and 
overstatement?  Most certainly, it has it all, but then 
the holidays of 1893 were rapidly approaching and 
Sidney merchants were antsy to fill the drawers of 
their registers with hard cash, both green and silver 
in color.  What better way than for The Sidney 

Journal to publish a paid advertisement featuring 
those businesses prepared to welcome the holiday 
shopper with bargain and choice.  It was a win-win 
for the newspaper and merchant alike.  In the 
process, William Binkley just might be credited 
with formulating the very first Black Friday sales 
event in merchandizing history of America. 
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Ala Mysteries 

Mysteries 

Mysteries 

Mysteries 

at the Museum

at the Museum

at the Museum

at the Museum, 

a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Mysteries at the  
Ross Historical Center! 

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

All Thanks to a Good Night’s Sleep 
 What better reward is there after a hard day of work than to lay 
one’s head on a soft pillow in a warm, comfortable bed? Some say that 
almost anything is possible after a good night of sleep, and one local 
gentleman believed so more than any other, it seems. While digging 
through our photograph archives, the picture on the left grabbed our 
attention with its main focus being a large boulder with an inscription that 
reads “Dedicated by Jack Fecker to the man or woman who invented the 
first bed. White Rock Farm, Shelby County Ohio, Nov. 10, 1933.” The 
real mystery behind this photograph was where in Shelby County this 
monument might be located. Our initial search left us empty handed, so we 
took to the modern convenience of Facebook, where several of the 

Historical Society’s followers led us on an interesting trail along the Miami River. 
 Although he was a Piqua native, Jack Fecker owned a summer cottage off of Miami River Rd. in Shelby 
County near where the lime kilns were once located in Kirkwood. He was the 
superintendent of the Favorite Stove and Range Company in Piqua. One day, Mr. 
Fecker decided that special recognition ought to be given to the inventor of the first bed, 
stating that “after a hard day’s work, with its problems and difficulties, there is nothing 
so soothing and restful as to just lie down on a comfortable bed, relax and forget the 
world and its troubles.” Therefore, a two-ton boulder that had been in the possession of 
the Lefferson/Leverson family for over a hundred years was taken to the Miami Granite 
& Marble Company’s plant where the dedication was inscribed onto the face of the 
rock. A large bronze tablet featuring a Native American’s profile was made by the 
Home Aluminum Company in Piqua and attached to the top of the rock. The base was 
then donated by Harley Bausman of the Bausman Stone and Gravel Company. 
 According to an article from The Piqua Daily Call, the ceremony for the 
monument’s dedication was held on November 11, 1933, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 
Music for the occasion was provided by Covault’s Drum Corp, which played the Star 
Spangled Banner as the American flag was hoisted into the air. Rollin Beck, a foreman 
for the stove works company, then congratulated Mr. Fecker and gave a brief speech on 

the “happy cooperation” between departments at the 
stove works under the supervision of Fecker before 
introducing Mr. John W. Simpson. Mr. Simpson, from 
the Orr Felt & Blanket Company, spoke on the number 
of friends that were gathered at the ceremony and referred to the progress that had 
occurred in the area since the time it had once been inhabited by Native Americans.  
He further remarked on the fellowship among all the men that worked at the stove 
works. The ceremony then came to a close with Mrs. Raymond Mothmiller placing a 
bouquet of chrysanthemums and roses on top of the monument. 
 A few months later, the unique monument was featured as part of a “Believe 
it or Not” cartoon by the famous Robert Ripley in newspapers across the United 
States, one of which was The Kokomo Tribune out of Indiana. After its initial 
intrigue, knowledge of this monument slowly faded from history, known only by a 
select few living within its general vicinity. Thanks to the gracious permission of 
Barrett Paving Materials, Inc., we were granted access to the land where the 
monument still sits in view of the Miami River. Time has aged it slightly over the 
past 84 years, and unfortunately the bronze plaque of a proud Indian no longer 
resides in its niche. However, this monument still stands to remind us all of the warm 
thanks we feel climbing into bed after a long day of hard work. 

“Believe it or Not” by Ripley 

Cartoon featured in The Kokomo 

Tribune in Indiana 
Fri. April 13, 1934 
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SIDNEY (5th)-December means Christmas, but to the D. 
K. Elson’s, of rural route two, Sidney, December means an 
added happy event, their anniversary.  This year they will 
celebrate their Golden Year.  They have invited their 
friends, neighbors and relatives to join them at an open 
house celebration at Fish and Game Association on the 
Sidney-Fryburg Road.  Though out their married life, the 
Elson’s followed the vocation of farming and they have 
resided at their present address for the last 32 years.  Mr. 
Elson alone takes care of the 112 acres with stock cattle 
and hogs.  They are the parents of three sons, Chester, 
Forest and Herbert of Sidney.  Their six grandchildren are 
Bill and Bonnie, Robert and Sally, Douglas and Sandy. 
 

SIDNEY (21st)-The traditional Christmas party the staff 
and board of directors of the Peoples Federal Savings and 
Loan Association enjoys each year was Thursday evening.  
Its setting was the Jamaican Room of Hotel Wagner where 
a Christmas theme was used.  Covers were laid for Mr. & 
Mrs. William Kingseed, Joseph B. Cook, Mr. & Mrs. 
William T. Amos, Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Blake, Mr. & Mrs. 
William Lange, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Benjamin, Mr. & Mrs. 
Jim Hall, Mr. & Mrs. George Hoellrich, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Bertsch, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Taubken, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Jerry 
Stump, Mrs. Rodney Proveaux, Mrs. Robert Rogers, Miss 
Betty Hoewischer, Miss Rebecca Sidle and Jack Stein. 
 

AD’S-Idea’s for Christmas-TEENAGERS- It’s a “rough 
life” without any privacy.  Let them visit with their friends 
with their own telephone extension.  It’s smart, it’s small, it 
lights.  Let them enjoy the priceless convenience and 
security of their own “dream world”.  No installation 
charge.  Only pennies a day invested in their future.  Ask 
about this service today.  Ohio Telephone Service Co.   
 

HOLIDAY SUGGESTIONS - Stereo Phonic HiFi 
phonographs are becoming more popular every day.  RCA 
Victor offers the most for the least.  Nothing down, easy 
terms at Flint’s East North…Lets keep CHRIST in 
Christmas.  We invite you to see our religious gift, Bibles, 
Hatchimals, greeting cards and other gifts.  Toys, Little Gift 
Shop, off Minton’s Court. FOOD-Give a beautiful basket 
filled with seasonal fruits, nuts, figs and dates.  Order early.  
Gilardi & Sons, East Court. MOM-Help around the house 
for the holidays, DAD-Let dads keep up with the times 
wherever he goes with a small pocket size 6 transistor 
radio, Uhlmans… EVERYONE- Remember to stop in 
and see the gang (Tilda-Sharon-Jane) @ the Shelby County 
Historical Society-Corner of Main & North Ave. and wish 
a Merry Christmas and renew or buy a new membership 
for 2018. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

1917-DEC.-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 
PEMBERTON (7th)-Miss Ellen Wirick was the first 
purchaser of a War Savings Certificate stamp at the 
Pemberton post office.  These stamps were placed on sale 
for the first time last Monday morning, Dec. 3, 1917, and 
will be on sale the remainder of this month and throughout 
1918.  Miss Wirick wanted to be the first purchaser so she 
was an early caller Monday morning. 
 

MAPLEWOOD-Rev. Dr. Christman will assist at the 
quarterly meeting to be held at the Reform church Sunday 
afternoon at 2:30 p.m.  Rev. Christman is a fine speaker 
and you will not be sorry if you are in attendance…Mr. R. 
O. Wones and Mr. Damen Hodge drove two new Ford 
touring cars from Columbus Tuesday afternoon. 
 

SIDNEY (14th)-A fine new observatory clock has been 
installed at the First National Exchange Bank.  The clock is 
of marble face with bronze figures and hands in keeping 
with the furnishing at the bank.  The clock was placed in 
position today by E. E. Kah, the Jeweler.   
 

FT LORAMIE-Butchering is the “big stuff” nowadays.  
And to the correspondent it seems as though everyone 
having a hog to salt away is a millionaire.  Ours is a rich 
community…Several car loads of coal arrived at the 
Sherman Grain Company yards last week and the following 
scene reminded one of a bee hive in midsummer.  Despite 
the amount there is still a shortage of the black diamonds.  
“It’s an ill wind that blows nobody good”.  The recent cold 
spell is good for the coal magnates. 
 

RUSSIA (28TH)-Stephen Cordonnier, of Dayton, was a 
Christmas day visitor with relatives at this place.  Methinks 
Steve had someone other than relatives to attract his 
attention…Dog licenses, tax paying, renewing 
memberships at the Shelby County Historical Society, 
shopping, etc., caused a number of people to board the 
train for Sidney last Saturday. 
 

ANNA-One of the fastest games of the season will be 
played at Anna on Friday night, December 28.  The High 
School Alumni will play the present team of the A. H. S. 
Sommers.  Dan, L. Richardson and a few other stars will 
rally with the Alumni boys.  It is a known truth that these 
boys are expert basket throwers.  The only hope that the 
High School boys have to win is to outclass them. Come 
see the town talent.  It will be a clean fast game.  Game 
called at 8 PM.  Admission 20¢.  Come and enjoy yourself. 
 

Here’s where we wish one and all the merriest Christmas 
and Happiest New Year, pleasant, prosperous and above 
all the happiest. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Dr. Greg Schmiesing, DMV 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 

Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 
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